
St. Catherine of Siena Church 

September 22, 2024 Vol. 43 

Church and Parish Office 
2 White Bridge Road 
Pittstown, NJ 08867 
 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 245 
Pittstown, NJ 08867 
 
Office Hours 
Monday – Friday: 9:30 AM – 2:30 PM  
(Later by appointment) 
Phone: (908) 735-4024 
Fax: (908) 735-0355 
Website: www.scoschurch.org 
Email: office@scoschurch.org 
 
PASTOR 
Rev. Chester Zalubski 
Email: frchester@scoschurch.org 
 

Weekend Assistant 
Fr. Jerome Borski 
 

Permanent Deacons 
Deacon Michael A. Meyer, D.Min. 
Email: deaconmike@scoschurch.org 
 

Deacon Dennis K. Webster 
Email: deacondennis@scoschurch.org 
  
Religious Education Director 
Sandra Kopka 
(908) 735-5086 
Email: stcscre@gmail.com 
 

Music Director 
Pat Prakopcyk 
(908) 782-7043 
Email: stcatmusic@gmail.com 
 

Office Manager 
Jennifer Perna 
(908) 735-4024 
Email: jperna@scoschurch.org 
 

Office Assistant 
Tee Andersen 
(908) 735-4024 
Email: tandersen@scoschurch.org 
 

Youth Ministry Director 
Dawn Salerno 
(908) 477-0105 
Email: dsalerno@scoschurch.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Evening: 4:30 PM 
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, and 11:00 AM 
Daily: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 8:00 AM 
           Wednesday 7:00 PM 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
First Friday: 3:00 PM – 7:00 PM 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday: 3:30 PM – 4:00 PM 
Wednesday: 6:30 PM – 7:00 PM or by appointment 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
For registered and practicing parishioners (weekly attendance 
at Mass) by arrangement with Father Chester. Preparation 
classes are held at 7:00 PM on the third Wednesday of each 
month. Please call to register. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Engaged parishioners are requested to make arrangements 
with Father Chester at least one year in advance. 
 

CARE OF THE SICK 
Please notify the Parish Office for a visit for a homebound or ill 
individual. Call for a prayer intention to be included in the 
bulletin and/or weekly intentions. Please notify us when 
someone is hospitalized. 
 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP AND REGISTRATION 
Every family should be registered properly. Registration is 
necessary to qualify for the Religious Education Program and 
the reception of the Sacraments. 
 
Certificates of eligibility for sponsorship for Baptism or 
Confirmation will be given only to active (weekly Mass 
attendance) registered parishioners. 



ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA, PITTSTOWN, NJ 

Parish Ministries and Organizations 

Parish Picnic 
Debbie Fass 
(973) 222-8100 
 
Prayer Shawl 
Donna Mustillo 
(908) 237-0211 
 
Graphic Materials 
Helen Nardone 
(908) 391-0857 
 
Lectors 
Robert Preston 
(908) 510-2712 
 
Right to Life Representative 
Robert Keeling 
(908) 812-1071 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults (RCIA) 
Deacon Mike Meyer 
deaconmike@scoschurch.org 

 
Rosary Society 
Yasmine Hernandez-Manno 
(973) 229-4368 
 
Sacristan 
Margaret Rocca 
(908) 996-3226 
 
Sanctuary Guild 
Kathy Mathews 
(908) 735-9511 
 
SCRIP Program 
Robin Potempa 
(908) 310-4273 
 
Social Concerns 
Doreen Opeikun 
(908) 507-6752 
 
Stewardship 
Lori Young 
(908) 713-1997 
 
Ushers 
Rich Kopf 
(908) 797-4607 
 
Veterans Military Apostolate 
Parish Office 
(908) 735-4024 
 
Website 
Ed Schilke 
(908) 886-3884 
 
Wedding Coordinator 
Ellen McCarthy 
(908) 240-0583 
 
Welcome 
Carol Rocha 
(908) 996-7612 
 
Youth Choir 
Lisa Sforza — Nancy Coletti 
youthmusic@scoschurch.org 

Altar Servers 
Kelly Wojtal 
(908) 892-4574 
 
Audio/Visual 
Ken Mandoli 
(908) 735-2879 
 
Auditors 
Maggie Marion 
(908) 735-4024 
 
Bible Study 
Teri Saccal 
(908) 229-9355 
Lucia Sciancalepore  
(201) 970-5072 
 
Building Maintenance 
David Perna 
(908) 296-5120 
 
Catholic Media 
Denise Botto 
(908) 996-6760 
 
Coffee Fellowship 
Teri Saccal 
(908) 229-9355 
 
Decorating Committee 
Donna Cahill 
(908) 730-9384 
 
Events Hospitality 
Margaret Rocca  
(908) 996-3226 
 
Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion 
John-Joseph Bober 
(908) 713-9707 
 
Family Mass 
Sandra Kopka 
religioused@scoschurch.org 
 
Family Promise 
Mary Jo Haggerty 
(908) 892-3513 
 
Finance Council 
Mike Wojtal 
(908) 310-7488 
 
Food Pantry 
Patty Battipaglia 
(908) 735-6020 
 
Knights of Columbus 
Ken Mandoli 
(908) 507-1554 
 
Monthly Eucharistic 
Adoration 
Mary Kauza    (908) 735-4582 
Jane Ricketts  (908) 782-6216 
 
Parish Gardener 
George Mehaffey 
(908) 581-2521 
 
Parish Pastoral Council 
Denise Botto 
(908) 996-6760 

Weekly Schedule 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21ST 
 

 3:30 PM — 4:00 PM RECONCILIATION 
 

 4:30 PM MASS 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22ND 
          

 8:00 AM MASS 
 

 8:30 AM — 10:15 AM  2ND & 4TH GRADE FAITH  
  FORMATION 
 

 9:30 AM MASS 
 

 11:00 AM MASS 
 

     12:00 PM LUCA NICOLAS BRUZZI BAPTISM 
 

  6:00 PM — 7:30 PM YOUTH GROUP — SUSHI & MORE! 
 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23RD 
            

 8:00 AM MASS 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH 
 

 8:00 AM MASS 
 

     12:30 PM — 2:00 PM PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
  

 7:00 PM KNIGHTS’ SOCIAL & DEVOTION  
  MEETING  
 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH 
         

 6:30 PM — 7:00 PM RECONCILIATION 
 

 7:00 PM MASS 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH 
  

 8:00 AM MASS 
 

     10:00 AM — 11:30 AM  BIBLE STUDY FELLOWSHIP HALL 
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH 
    

 8:00 AM MASS 
 

 7:00 PM — 8:30 PM YOUNG FAMILY PARISHIONER GET 
  TOGETHER/FIREPIT 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28TH 
 

 3:30 PM — 4:00 PM RECONCILIATION 
 

 4:30 PM MASS 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29TH 
          

 8:00 AM MASS 
 

 8:30 AM — 10:15 AM  3RD & 5TH GRADE FAITH  
  FORMATION 
 

 9:30 AM MASS 
 

 11:00 AM MASS 
 

 5:15 PM — 6:00 PM YOUTH CHOIR REHEARSAL 

We are saddened to 
announce the death of:  

 

Gene Gansfuss, who  
passed away on  

September 6, 2024 



Readings for the week of September 22, 2024 

 

Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20/Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6-8 (6b)/Jas 
  3:16—4:3/Mk 9:30-37    
 

Monday: Prv 3:27-34/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5/Lk 8: 
  16-18  
 

Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 
  44/Lk 8:19-21  
 

Wednesday: Prv 30:5-9/Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163/
  Lk 9:1-6  
 

Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b/
  Lk 9:7-9  
 

Friday:  Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 3-4/Lk 9: 
  18-22  
 

Saturday: Eccl 11:9—12:8/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 
  and 17/Lk 9:43b-45  
 

Next Sunday: Nm 11:25-29/Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14 (9a)/Jas 
  5:1-6/Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
 

Observances for the week of September 22, 2024 
 

Sunday: 25
th
 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Monday: St. Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest; National  
  Migration Week  
 

Thursday: Sts. Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs  
 

Friday:  St. Vincent de Paul, Priest  
 

Saturday: St. Wenceslaus, Martyr; St. Lawrence Ruiz 
  and Companions, Martyrs  
 

Next Sunday: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Priesthood 
  Sunday 
(C)LPi 

SEPTEMBER 22, 2024 — 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

We would like to welcome 
The Dec Family 

to St. Catherine of Siena Parish. 

Blessing of the Animals 
Calling All Animal Lovers 

 

Please join us in celebration of the 
Feast of St. Francis of Assisi for 
The Blessing of the Animals on 
Saturday, October 5th at 10:00 AM 
in the parking lot. Please make sure 
all pets are secure/leased and we ask 
that you clean up after your pet. 
 
The actual date of the Feast of St. 
Francis is October 4th—a day in-
spired by St. Francis of Assisi, whose 
life exemplified harmony between 

humans and nature.  Francis of Assisi was a poor man who 
astounded and inspired the Church by taking the Gospel 
literally—not in a narrow fundamentalist sense, but by actu-
ally following all that Jesus said and did, joyfully, without 
limit and without a mite of self-importance. 

Pilgrimage to National Centre for Padre Pio, Barto, PA 
 Monday, October 14, 2024 

 

Departure from Immaculate Conception Church at 8:00 AM. 
Departure from Barto, PA at 4:00 PM. 
 

Cost $60 – payment in full at the time of reservation on a 
first-come, first- served basis! Bus limited to 50 passengers 
 

Price Includes Coach Bus Transportation, Driver Gratuity, 
Fees and Box Lunch 
 

Cancellations by ticket holders are non-refundable, however 
if we do have a waiting list and your ticket is purchased, we 
will then refund you. 
 

For more information, please 
email leisureinfo2023@gmail.com or  
zap2zap@gmail.com 

Join us for Right to Life Sunday   
October 6, 2024  

3:00 PM to 4:00 PM  
 

 

Hunterdon County area Christians will line the sidewalks of 
Route 31/ Route 202/ Route 12 Circle to Main Street, starting 
from Plaza 1 to form a “LIFE CHAIN”, Rain or Shine. 
 

This stand of solidarity by Hunterdon County area Christians 
will be made to communicate that abortion is gravely wrong 
and local churches oppose the killing of pre-born boys and 
girls, as well as the exploitation of their mothers by the abor-
tion industry.  Appropriate signs stating Abortion Kills Chil-
dren will be passed out to all that attend.  
 
Elderly and disabled pro-lifers should, if possible, arrange to 
bring chairs and umbrellas.  Small children, under close su-
pervision, are welcomed.  Everyone who believes in the pro-
tection of pre-born children and their mothers are welcomed 
and encouraged to participate. 
 
For more information call: Robert Keeling  
(908) 236-9648, or email: rlkeeling@embarqmail.com 

mailto:leisureinfo2023@gmail.com
mailto:zap2zap@gmail.com
mailto:rlkeeling@embarqmail.com


25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Youth Group Corner 

Upcoming Events 
 

 
Sept. 22nd 6:00 — 7:30 PM — 1st Event! Sushi Making and  
  Noodle Slurping, Fellowship Hall 
 
Oct. 5th 10:00 AM — Blessing of the Animals & Carriage 
  Rides, SCOS Parking Lot 
 
Oct. 13th 6:00 — 7:30 PM — Leadership Meeting  
  10th — 12th grade, Fellowship Hall 
 
Oct. 27th After 11:00 AM Mass — Saints & Treats  
  RSVP (908) 477-0105, SCOS Parking Lot 
 
Nov. 3rd 6:00 — 7:30 PM — TBD 
 
Nov. 17th 6:00 — 7:30 PM — Leadership Meeting  
  10th  — 12th grade, Fellowship Hall 
 
Dec. 8th 11 AM Mass — St Nicholas Family Mass   
 
Dec. 8th 6:00 — 8:30 PM — Christmas Party 

 

Dec. 15th 6:00 — 8:00 PM — TBD 

 
Dec. TBD — Country Arch Concert 

Knights of Columbus  
March for Life Rally 

Trenton, NJ, on September 26th 
 

Anyone interested in joining the bus trip 
to the March for Life Rally in Trenton is 
welcome! We will depart Immaculate 
Conception Church, Annandale at  
7:30 AM. 
 

The cost per person is $30.00. Checks only and payable to 
Pope John Paul II Assembly #3293. 
 

For additional information, please contact Bill Smith at  
(908) 797-7359 or email at smithbuilders@hotmail.com 

Our September Couples Anniversary Blessing 
 

As these couples received a special blessing, please  
continue to pray for those united in the  

Sacrament of Marriage. 

Neil & Catherine Adam 
 
Brian & Tee Andersen 
 
Connor & Kelsey Boland 
 
Denis & Kristi Boyle 
 
Zachary & Brenna Connolly 
 
Eric & Amy Eisenhart 
 
John & Michele Giordano 
 
Rick & Laura Hollyer 
 
Wayne & Cecilia Isbitski 
 
Christopher & Elizabeth Kelly 
 
James & Kim-Ngoc Kieran 
 
James & Patricia Letko 
 
David & Michelle Maio 
 
James & Kathleen Mathews 
 
Scott & Therese Matthews 

Gregory & Valerie Mayer 

Herman & Elizabeth Martin 
 
James & Laura McDevitt 
 
George & Cindy Mehaffey 
 
Paul & Irene Morrongiello 
 
James & Maureen Parese 
 
James & Mary Passerello 
 
Michael & Stephanie Pierce 
 
Joe & Pat Prakopcyk 
 
Kamil & Paulina Praszek 
 
Shawn & Melissa Reardon 
 
Mark & Lisa Reilly 
 
Troy & Meagen Saverino 
 
James & Michelle Schneider 
 
Bill & Diane Smith 
 
Tom & Heidi Tuozzolo 

Parish Outreach for College Students 
 

Do you know a recent high school graduate? Maybe they are 
in college, trade school, taking a year off, or already working. 
The Rosary Society wants to connect with them! We want 
these young men and women to feel God’s love and guid-
ance while they enter a new phase of their lives.  
 

Rosarians will “adopt” a student and will pray for them all 
year long, (particularly during exam times!) and occasionally 
mail a card or care package to them. Who doesn’t love to get 
mail?   
 

Please contact Liz Strauss with the name and contact infor-
mation of your recent grad. (484) 459-9806 or  
lizstrauss2@comcast.net. 

Be a Champion for Catholic Charities  
 

 

You are invited to join CHAMPIONS for CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES—a community of individual and corpo-
rate benefactors who support the vital services for our 
neighbors in need provided by Catholic Charities, Dio-
cese of Metuchen. Over 60,000 people are helped each year 
through more than 100 programs in the New Jersey counties of 
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset, and Warren.  
 

Go to www.diometuchen.org/champions to make a gift or 
download a raffle form to purchase a ticket. Every gift, no matter 
the size, is important and greatly appreciated. Checks should be 
made payable to Champions for Catholic Charities and mailed 
to Champions for Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen, PO 
Box 191, Metuchen, NJ 08840-0191. Questions may be directed 
by email to  
champions@diometuchen.org or by phone to (732)562-2432.  

mailto:lizstrauss2@comcast.net
http://www.diometuchen.org/champions
mailto:champions@diometuchen.org


SEPTEMBER 22, 2024 — 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
Interview with God 

  

I recently came upon this piece to share with you: 
  

I dreamed I had an interview with God. 
  

“So you would like to interview me?” God asked. 
  

“If you have the time I said.” 
  

“My time is eternity.” “What questions do you have in mind 
for me?” 
  

“What surprises you most about humankind?” 
  

God answered … “That they get bored with childhood. 
They rush to grow up and then long to be children again.” 
  

“That they lose their health to make money and then lose 
their money to restore their health.” 
  

“That by thinking anxiously about the future, they forget the 
present, such that they live in neither the present nor fu-
ture.” 
  

“That they live as if they will never die, and die as if they 
never lived.” 
  

God’s hand took mine and we were silent for a while. 
  

I asked “As a parent, what are some of life’s lessons you 
want your children to learn?” 
  

God replied with a smile. “To learn that it is not good to 
compare themselves to others.” 
  

“To learn they cannot make anyone love them. What they 
can do is let themselves be loved.” 
  

“To learn that a rich person is not one who has the most, 
but is one who needs the least.” 
  

“To learn that it only takes a few seconds to open profound 
wounds in a person we love, and it takes many years to 
heal them.” 
  

“To learn to forgive by practicing forgiveness.” 
  

“To learn that there are persons who love them dearly, but 
simply do not know how to express or show their feelings.” 
  

“To learn that two people can look at the same thing and 
see it differently.” 
  

“To learn that it is not always enough that they be forgiven 
by others. But that they must forgive themselves.” 
  

“Thank you for your time” I said humbly. 
  

“Is there anything else you would like your children to 
know?” 
  

“To learn that I am here.” “ALWAYS” 
 
  

  Fr. Chester 

Saturday: September 21, 2024 
 

 4:30 PM Margaret Rocca 
   r/o The Family 
 

Sunday: September 22, 2024 
 

 8:00 AM The Parishioners of St. Catherine’s 
 

    9:30 AM Rick Webster 
   r/o Fr. Chester 
            

   11:00 AM  John & Catherine Raymonds 
   r/o St. Catherine’s Parish  
 

Monday: September 23, 2024 
 

 8:00 AM August Dorflinger 
   r/o Maryjane Staats 
  

Tuesday: September 24, 2024 
 

 8:00 AM Sandra Kopka Birthday Blessings 
        

Wednesday: September 25, 2024 

  

 7:00 PM Anthony Natalizio 
   r/o Jennifer Natalizio 
    

Thursday: September 26, 2024 
 

 8:00 AM Carol Rocha Birthday Blessings 
         

Friday: September 27, 2024 
 

 8:00 AM Albina Krowicki 
   r/o The Baker Family 
     

Saturday: September 28, 2024 
 

 4:30 PM John Unorski 
   r/o Nancy Unorski 
 

Sunday: September 29, 2024 
 

 8:00 AM Rick Webster 
   r/o Dan Dawson 
 

    9:30 AM The Turnwald Family 
   r/o Maryjane Staats 
            

   11:00 AM  The Parishioners of St. Catherine’s 

 

The collection for September 15th was 
$3,776.00 (118 envelopes) for the regular  
collection.  

 
 

On-Line Giving for September 15th was 
$3,611.36 (100 donors).  

Thank you 

THANK 
YOU 



Immaculate Conception
Cemetery & Mausoleum

Located on the Property of  
Immaculate Conception Parish

316 Old Allerton Road, Annandale, NJ
Please call 908-735-7319 for additional 
information or to set up an appointment

New Jersey

CatholicMatch.com/NJ

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Catherine, Pittstown 04-0866

1761 Rt. 31 • Clinton, New Jersey 08809
(908)735-7180

Christopher J. Knoll, Manager 
NJ Lic. #4460

Johnson-
  Walton

FUNERAL HOME

Guy J. Walton 
Manager

NJ Lic. #4182
PA Lic.#13851

24 Church Road • Milford, NJ
908-995-2393

Caring Service for Hunterdon County  
Since 1938

Owned and operated by
 the Colalillo Family. 

Caring for our communities
since 1958.

ShopRite of Hunterdon County
  ShopRite of Flemington 
 272 Route 202 & 31, Flemington
 Tel No. 908-782-2553
	  ShopRite of Clinton 
 50 Walmart Plaza, Clinton
 Tel No .908-730-6800
	  ShopRite of Greenwich 
 1207 Route 22 West, Phillipsburg
 Tel No. 908-454-8086

Holcombe-Fisher Funeral Home
Established 1894

 Charles holCombe Fisher robert Fisher bogart
 Manager, NJ Lic. No. 2631 Director, NJ Lic. No. 4274
 ryan Christopher WinField  mark patriCk Whittaker

 Director, NJ Lic. No. 4888 Director, NJ Lic. No 4549
 908.782.4343 • Fax 908.782.2431 • 147 Main Street • Flemington, NJ 08822

www.holcombefisher.com

908-788-4893 
188 State Highway 31, Flemington, NJ 08822

�ndependence 
�anor at  

�unterdon
Assisted Living Residence 

 www.lawndoctor.com

 908-782-5296
Christopher T Kotalic - Owner

“Your Full Service Energy Supplier Since 1946”
BioHeating Oil • Propane • BioDiesel Fuel

Motor Oil • Gasolines • Kerosene
HVAC Service • Installations

www.stembrothers.com • heating@stembrothers.com

Phone 908-995-4825 or 908-996-4441

FUSCO ELECTRIC, LLC
Pittstown, NJ

CALL/TEXT (908) 713-6623
Lic. #13290, Lic. #18092

*FREE ESTIMATES*
Local Electrical Contractor 

 Residential/Commercial/Industrial
Authorized Kohler Generator Dealer 
Installations/Service/Maintenance

Scarponi-Bright 
Funeral Home Inc.

26 Main Street, Lebanon, NJ 08833
908-236-2520

www.ScarponiFuneralHomes.com

Vincent Scarponi
Owner/Funeral Director

N.J. Lic. No 3334

Tara Scarponi- Danniball
Manager/Funeral Director

N.J. Lic. No. 4981

Call Today or
Scan Now for
a FREE Quote

908-328-2582
PSIPressureWash.com

Your Local Exterior 
Cleaning Experts

Professional  |  Licensed  |  Insured
NJ HIC #13V0616150

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Douglas Shaller

Dshaller@4LPi.com  
or (800) 477-4574 x6458

(908) 782-3311 • WRIGHTFAMILY.COM • 38 State Highway 31, Flemington, NJ

GROUNDED IN FAITH, GUIDED BY FAMILY
We deeply value your family’s beliefs and will help you plan a meaningful service that reflects you and your loved one’s 

life and commitment to faith. Call or visit us, in-person or online, for free, no-obligation information on preplanning.

Traditional Values, Modern Concepts, Golden Rule Service.

Daniel James “D.J.” Wright
Owner, Executive Director, N.J. Lic. No. 4537

Priscilla D. Fay
Director, N.J. Lic. No. 3885

Robert L. Ford II
Director, N.J. Lic. No. 3578


