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NEW MEMBERS/CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
New members are most welcome!  Call the Parish office 
at 570-489-2091 or go to www.vbvm.org to register. 
 

Parishioners  are asked to notify the office of change of 
address or when moving from the parish. 

Serving  
God’s People  
since 1892. 

1090 Carmalt Street, Dickson City, PA 18519 
Phone: 570-489-2091 ~  Email: vbvm@comcast.net  ~  Website: www.vbvm.org  

We, the parish community of The Visitation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, in union with the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit and the leadership of our bishop 
and our pastor are called through Baptism to live 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Through the sacramental 
life of the Church, especially the Eucharist, we are 
strengthened to live as a community committed to 
share the Word with all those in need with love and 
compassion, and to celebrate the fullness of life in 
Christ.  

SACRAMENTS 
Reconciliation: Saturday 8:30 a.m., and other 
times by request. 
Baptism: Second Sunday of the month at 11:30 
a.m. Registered parishioners may call the parish 
office to make arrangements. 
Marriage: Arrangements must be made at least 
six months in advance by registered parishioners. 
Monthly Visitation of the Sick/Homebound: Call 
the parish office to be placed on the list.  
Care of the Sick: Please notify us at any time of 
the seriously ill, hospitalized or those needing 
anointing.  

The Church of the Visitation  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Kindergarten (optional), 1st to 8th grade (required) 
Sundays from 9:00 am to 10:15 am  September to May.  
Catholic School students are required to register to 
receive the sacraments of First Communion, Penance, 
and Confirmation in 2nd and 8th grade. 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   Closed 
12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m. 

PARISH STAFF 
 

Msgr. Patrick J. Pratico, J.C.D., ,Pastor 
 

Karen Wallo, Administrative Assistant 
 

Robert Manento, Director of Liturgical Music 
 

Mary Jo Griffith, Bookkeeper 
 

Linda Skierski, Director of Religious Education 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekdays:  Monday - Friday  7:30 am 
Saturday Vigil:  4:00 pm 
Sunday:  8:00 & 10:30 am 
Holy Days:  See bulletin 

AA MEETINGS 
Wednesdays at 7:00 PM 
Saturdays at 9:00 AM in the school auditorium.  
Use the rear entrance on the Dundaff St. side. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Station:  Jesus is condemned to death 



 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
 
 
 

Monday March 10 
7:30 AM Mike & Pearl Kostic offered by Lucy 
  Wyszynski 
 

Tuesday March 11 
7:30 PM Chester & Mary (43rd Anniv.) Brewinski 
  offered by Ben Eglesia family 
 

Wednesday March 12 
7:30 AM Cochrane, Kalinowski, Kula & Perko  
  Families offered by Antoinette Perko 

Thursday   March 13 
7:30 AM Peter E. Srebro offered by family 
 

Friday  March 14 
7:30 AM Roman (Anniv.) & Helen Pilch, Rose  
  (Anniv.) & Walter Yankovich, Walter  
  Yankovich, Jr. offered by family 
 

Saturday March 15 

4:00 PM Pasco T. Pratico 
 

Sunday March 16 
8:00 AM Living and deceased members of our  
  parish 

10:30 AM Denise Goldyn (14th Anniv.) and Ceil 
  Goldyn offered by the Fleming Family 

IN MEMORIAM 
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Sanctuary Candle 
 

Living and deceased members  
of our parish 

 

Altar Candles 
 

Pearl Terry 
offered by Diane & Michael 

 

Bread & Wine 
 

Pearl Terry 
offered by Diane & Michael 

 

Steeple Lights 
 

Irene & Al Czarnecki 
offered by Jerome & Dayle Dobroski 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Fridays during Lent  

at  
6:00 PM 

 
 
 
 

 
 

CONFESSIONS  
  

Beginning Monday, March 24th and each Monday 
up to and including April 14th from 5:30 to 6:15 
p.m., we will  offer confessions here at Visitation 
BVM Parish.   
 

In addition we will have confessions on 
Wednesday, April 16th from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 
pm. 
 

We also have confessions every Saturday at 8:30 
a.m. on a regular basis. 
 

The Diocesan website, www.dioceseofscranton.org 
has very helpful materials to help you in preparing 
to make a good confession, prayers you may find 
helpful, and answers to frequently asked questions.   

 
 

     THE LIGHT IS 

    ON FOR YOU 
 

 

 

 

Banns of Marriage  III 
 

Jason Green 
& 

Amanda Krawczyk 

 
 

Banns of Marriage  I 
 

James Urso 
& 

Ashley Rempe 



       
 
is an experience in Christian 
education for those seeking to 
strengthen their faith.  

 

Join us for the upcoming Men's Cursillo Weekend 
to be held at St. Gabriel’s Retreat House, 631 
Griffin Pond Rd., Clarks Summit, PA 18411,  
March 13th thru 16th.   
 

If anyone has any questions or is interested in 
going please contact Jim Scoblick at 570 351 
8509. 

Monday Night Bingo is our parishes largest 
fundraiser.  We can use a few more helpers 
from 5:00 to 6:30 pm.  Can you can help 
during those hours on Monday evenings?  
1, 2, 3 or 4 times a month?  Just stop by 
the Bingo room any Monday evening 
during Bingo, or call the parish office at 
570-489-2091 for information. 

MENTAL HEALTH MINISTRY NEWS 
 

 Our Mental Health Ministry is blessed to have 
Deacon Ed Shoener, the founding member of 
the Association of Catholic Mental Health 
Ministry, join us at all the Masses the weekend 
of March 15 and 16.  Deacon Shoener founded 
this ministry after his family suffered the loss of 
his daughter through suicide.   

 

Deacon Ed Shoener has made it his mission to 
decrease the stigma and misconceptions of mental 
illness, to teach compassion for those dealing with 
mental illness, and to assist parishes with 
beginning their own mental health ministries.  

LENTEN HOLY HOUR  
WITH BISHOP BAMBERA 

 

All of the faithful in the Diocese of Scranton are 
invited to a Lenten Holy Hour with the Most 
Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop 
of Scranton, to commemorate the diocesan phase 
of the 2025 Holy Year of Hope.  These gatherings 
will take place in each of the twelve deaneries of 
the Diocese of Scranton.   
 

The Lenten Holy Hour for our deanery,  
the Dunmore Deanery, will take place on 

Thursday, March 27 at 7:00 p.m.  
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish 

 

A Jubilee Year is traditionally proclaimed by the 
Universal Church every 25 years.  It is a particular 
year set aside to encourage the faithful to embark 
on pilgrimages, to repent of their sins and forgive 
the sins of others, and to renew a focus on the 
spiritual life. The Jubilee Year 2025 will be 
centered on the theme “Pilgrims of Hope.”  As His 
Holiness, Pope Francis, so beautifully expressed it: 
“We must fan the flame of hope that has been 
given us, and help everyone to gain new strength 
and certainty by looking to the future with an 
open spirit, a trusting heart and far-sighted vision.”  
Mark your calendars and plan on joining Bishop 
Bambera for this special Holy Year celebration. 

 
 
 

MENTAL HEALTH  
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

 

Our parish has Stations of the Cross each Friday in 
Lent at 6:00 pm. 
 

On Friday, March 21st at 6:00 PM the meditations 
will reflect those suffering with mental 
illness  and  the pain of their families and friends 
as Jesus suffered for each of us in HIS Passion & 
Death.   
 

Please join us for these touching reflections. 





 

MINISTRY MASS SCHEDULE for March 15 & 16 
 
 

   4:00 PM   8:00 AM   10:30 AM 
 

 EM  1  Amanda Schwenk  Bill Tarby   Bill Michlowski 
 EM 2  Debbie Smith 
 L  Ray Schwenk   Laura Paulus   Jeff Kovaleski 
 AS 1  Zachary Schwenk      Nicholas Kovaleski 
 AS 2  Matthew Schwenk      Dylan Walter 

Gregory Vladika Needs a Living Liver Donor 
Hi, my name is Gregory Vladika, I'm 61 years old and I am in need of 
a living liver donor. I am a loving husband to Crystal, a proud father 
to Adrianna, and a doting Papa to one-year-old Noah. I have always 
been an active and social person, golfing, enjoying dinners with 
friends and family and celebrating life's moments with laughter and 
joy. Despite my efforts to lose weight and adhere to medical 
interventions, my condition progressed leading to this current state of 
my health. Dietary restrictions have become a part of my daily life 
and are now replaced by careful meal planning and avoidance of 
certain foods. The fear of what the future might hold began to 
overshadow my once bright outlook on life. I have found strength in 
my family, my friends and my faith. Crystal has stood by me every 

step of the way. My daughter Adrianna, along with her husband Josh, continue to be sources of support 
and love during this challenging time. Noah has brought a new sense of purpose to my life. Every time I 
see Noah, I'm reminded of why I'm fighting so hard. I want to be there for him as he grows up. I want to 
be a part of his life. 
 

Why I Need a Liver 
My journey with fatty liver disease has progressed to decompensated cirrhosis of the liver, a diagnosis 
delivered in May 2024. Despite weight loss and medical intervention, my liver is failing. Determined for 
my health and well-being, I sought treatment at the University of Pennsylvania Hospital. After extensive 
evaluations, the doctors confirmed that a LIVING LIVER DONOR is essential for my survival. As I 
continue to navigate the complexities of my health, I remain hopeful. I'm committed to do everything I 
can do to reclaim my health for my family. I look forward to a 
future filled with possibility, laughter, and cherished moments 
with my family, especially little Noah. 
 

Thank you for being here. If you’re interested in getting tested 
to be my donor, click the button on this page https://nkr.org/
WWK569 to get started. You can also help me by sharing my 
story and this site with others. 
 

LIVER DONATION BASICS 
A living donor would donate only a piece of their liver. Their 
remaining liver will grow back to a normal size, and the piece 
donated to me will grow to a normal size as well. 
 

A donor would have their hospital and medical costs covered. 
Donor Shield Protections (including lost wages, travel, lodging, 
and more) offered exclusively through the NKR, may also be 
available. 



ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST SELLING  
POTATO PANCAKES AND PIZZA 

St. John the Evangelist Parish, 35 William St. in Pittston, 
will hold food sales each Friday in Lent as well as Good 
Friday (March 7 through April 18).  Selling Potato 
Pancakes at 3 for $5.00 and your choice of take-and-
heat Red Pizza or White Pizza with Broccoli for $15.00 
a tray.  Pickup will be from 3:30 to 6:00 PM each 
Friday in the Msgr. Bendik Pastoral Center (entrance on 
Church Street).  Please call the parish office at 570-654-
0053 by Thursday of each week to place your orders.   

ST. CYRIL’S LENTEN FUNDRAISER 
HOSTING 

LOU’S CONCESSIONS FOOD TRUCK 
 

WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS DURING LENT 
11:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 

 

AT ST. CYRIL’S PARISH HALL PARKING LOT 
207 RIVER STREET, OLYPHANT 

MENU: 
POTATO PANCAKES, NOODLES AND CABBAGE 

(HALUSHKI), PIEROGY, FRIES, SOUPS,  
DEEP FRIED OREOS, and DAILY FEATURES 

FISH FRY  -  Takeout  
Knights of Columbus Council 12572 

St. Ann’s Basilica, 1239 St. Ann St., Scranton, PA 
FRIDAY MARCH 14, 28 & APRIL 11 

Menu:  Beer Battered Cod, Fries, Tartar Sauce,  
and a drink.  $10 per Meal.   

*Meals will be served from the Food Stand at the 
bottom of hill near the outdoor Stations. 

Tickets available online or by calling 570-241-6420 



KOBIERECKI
BODY WORKS
EMISSION/STATE INSPECTION

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIR
FREE INSURANCE ESTIMATES

(570) 489-9172
503 DUNDAFF ST.

DICKSON CITY, PA 18519

FRANK T. MAZUR
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

601 Dundaff St., Dickson City

489-6941
Frank T. Mazur (Deceased)

Thomas F. Mazur, Supervisor •  Steve Mazur • Frank T. Mazur II
“Our Family Serving Your Family”
Since 1957 • www.mazurfuneralhome.com
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IF YOU LIVE ALONE You Need

4 Ambulance 4 Police  
4 Family 4 GPS & Fall Alert

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

MDMedAlert!™

At HOME and AWAY!

800.808.9294
CALL NOW!

October 31st, 2019

Bring in this bulletin for
50% OFF GLASSES*

Expires 04/27/25

240 Main St. | Peckville
Diocesan member since 1980

489-U-SEE | icare4eyes.com

HALLELUJAH
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Free Estimates
Mon-Fri 10-5 • Sat 9-12

Carpet • Vinyl
Laminate • Vinyl Tile

guy & renee calabro

577 Main Street • Eynon PA
570-876-0172

www.YeselavageRug.com

OLESKI
ELECTRIC

Commercial &
Residential

489-8750
Reg. #PA044576

(570) 383-0652
1711 MAIN STREET • BLAKELY

Law Offices of 
RICHARD A. FANUCCI, P.C.

Serving All of Your Legal Needs with emphasis
on Real Estate, Wills and Estate Matters

Vladika
Insurance Agency

Home, Auto, Business, Annuities

649 WASHINGTON AVE.
JERMYN, PA 18433

P: 570 876-3940
F: 570 876-5916

E-mail Vladikains@aol.com
Gregory N Vladika
Licensed Representative

Auto • Home • Life
Business

570-383-3030
PaciottiInsurance.com

CONTACT ME  
Donna Delgrosso 

ddelgrosso@4LPi.com or  
(800) 888-4574 x3107

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

One call does it all

WE DO  
HANDYMAN  

SERVICES
Interior & Exterior

Licensed & Insured
1319 Diamond Ave 
Scranton PA 18508

elglez3040@gmail.com

347-733-7625 
7613569 | PA 178462


