
April 5th, 2020

Reconciliation: 4:15PM – 4:45PM 
1st Saturday of the Month 

Anointing of the Sick: 
2nd Full Weekend of the Month 

Following Each Mass 
All Other Sacraments: 

Please call the Parish Office 
Preparation can take six months or more 

Saint Therese Parish 

Parish Staff 
Parish Administrator 
Fr. Joe Koyickal, SAC ext. 1 
frjoe@sttheresemke.org 
Assisting Priest 
Rev. Hugh Birdsall, SDS 
Help-out Priest 
Rev. Norm Oswald 
Office and Facilities Administrator 
Heather Goeden ext. 2 
heather@sttheresemke.org 
Interim Bookkeeper 
Christine Jensen ext. 4 
christine@sttheresemke.org 
Director of Liturgy & Music 
Drew Rutz ext. 5 
drew@sttheresemke.org 
Building Services Coordinator 
Denise Dostalek ext. 3 
denise@sttheresemke.org 
Catechesis Ministry 

Dr. Jean Marie Weber – Coordinator of 
Preschool through Grade 8 
jmweber@sttheresemke.org 
Rick Reinders – Coordinator of High School 
& Youth Confirmation 
Christine Reinders – Coordinator of 1st 
Reconciliation/1st Communion & Children’s 
Liturgy of the Word 

Ministers – All the Members of the Parish 
Parish Emergencies 
(414) 771-2500 – Push 0  

We are St. Therese Catholic Church, a community of believers,
who walk together by faith in Christ Jesus, and minister in the Little Way of 

St. Therese, as we strive hand-in-hand to live as God’s people.  

9525 W Bluemound Rd, Milwaukee, WI 53226
sttheresemke.org l info@sttheresemke.org

Phone (414) 771-2500 l Facebook:@sttheresemke

All Masses have been cancelled until 
further notice due to health risks 

related to COVID-19. 
This includes Holy Week and Easter 

Services. Please check our website for 
updated information on how you can 

view these services remotely. 

Operating Remotely via Phone 
and Email until further notice. 
Please contact staff using the 

information on the left side of 
the page. 



Human beings are united in their suffering. When we 
find ourselves in a painful moment, our first reaction is 
“why me?” as if we are the only person on earth who 
ever encountered this challenge. Going through life with 
a “why me” attitude only finds us wallowing in the mire 
of self-pity and never seizing opportunities or graces. 
We walk in solidarity with every human being in the 
experience of suffering. Believing that the goal of life is 
the elimination or avoidance of suffering is simply an 
illusion that keeps us entrenched in a collective myth. 
This myth distorts us and limits us. 

There are living witnesses among us showing how courage 
and determination can overcome any degree of hardship, 
pain, loss, or tragedy. Folks finding the normalcy of their 
lives suddenly torn asunder are faced with options: 
opportunity or despair, stay or leave. Jesus stands before us 

as the prime example of endurance and perseverance. He is 
the One who showed humility through both the triumphs 
of life (by learning to be humble) and the tragedies and 
injustices (by learning how to be obedient). To secular ears, 
this may be perceived as nonsense. But to those with the 
eyes of faith, they are pearls of great price. 

True humility tempers the temptation we have to become 
complacent and prevents an excessive relishing of life’s 
successes and affirmations. Learning obedience keeps us 
faithful to our relationship with God so that we can find 
the courage to endure any depth of hardship, 
disappointment, betrayal, or agony. While we may want 
our cup of suffering to be taken away, it simply cannot be. 
Somehow and somewhere in the seemingly opposing 
experiences life can deal us, God is present with His 
reassuring, compassionate, empowering, and persevering 
love. To be true to who we are and who God is, we must 
take up the cross of suffering, even when it’s the hardest 
and most apparently senseless thing to do. 

Only our soul can understand these things, but our minds 
cannot, so they continue to run to secular ideas and 
solutions to pain and hardship. It goes without saying that 
we need to do all we can to eliminate as much senseless, 
unjust suffering as possible. Hunger, violence, abuse, 
exploitation, rejection, prejudice, homelessness, disrespect 
for life, and a whole host of other sins all result in suffering 
that is within our control. Then, when we face the 
uncontrollable kind of suffering or find ourselves the victim 
of injustice, what do we do?  ©LPi 
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 CHURCH SUPPORT 

 Totals will be reported next week. 
 Please remember St. Therese in your will! 

Schedule a Mass Intention  
Please consider scheduling a mass intention in memory of 
a loved one, or in honor of a special occasion. We have a 
number of weekday masses open in 2020. To donate, 
please contact Heather Goeden in the Parish Office. 

Altered Bulletin Deadlines 
During this time, we still plan to publish the bulletin to keep you 
up to date. Please note the following altered deadlines: 

· April 19th Bulletin Deadline - Tuesday, April 7th at 8:30AM 

Changes to Parish Office Hours 
We are operating remotely via phone and email until further 
notice. Please contact staff using the information on the left side 
of the page front page of the bulletin.  

Cancelled! 
Please note that the following have been 
cancelled: 

· Tuesday and Wednesday Weekday 
Masses until further notice. 

· Saturday and Sunday Weekend Masses until further notice. 
· All Holy Week Prayer Opportunities, Masses, and Services. 
· Easter Egg Hunt on April 11th 

· Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday Mass 

More information about how to view Mass during Holy Week 
and Easter will be available on our website. We apologize for 
any inconvenience and look forward to celebrating Mass with 
everyone again soon. 

Donations During the Shutdown 
We understand that these changes in our society have 
caused a variety of hardships for everyone; some of them 
financial. If you are able to continue your donations to the 
church in any amount, we would be most appreciative. 
Please mail them in as you are able. We will be making 
weekly deposits. Thank you! 

Please Check Our Parish Website 
During these rapidly changing times, please be sure you check in 
on our Parish website regularly. We are posting things on there 
as frequently as possible. We have also uploaded Mass to view, 
as well as additional resources to watch Mass, reflect and pray.  

Our staff is available remotely and will do their best to respond 
to your needs promptly. Thank you for your patience as we try 
our best to minister to you during these unpredicted times. 



Sunday, April 5th – Palm Sunday 
  No Meetings Scheduled 
Monday, April 6th 
  No Meetings Scheduled 
Tuesday, April 7th 
  No Meetings Scheduled 
Wednesday, April 8th 
  No Meetings Scheduled 
Thursday, April 9th – Holy Thursday 
  No Meetings Scheduled 
Friday, April 10th – Good Friday 
  No Meetings Scheduled 
Saturday, April 11th – Holy Saturday 
  No Meetings Scheduled 
Sunday, April 12th – Easter Sunday 
  No Meetings Scheduled 
 
Committees: The Committee Chairs will be 
determining whether to cancel your meeting or 
hold it remotely.  

CH=Church, CHP=Chapel, GLP=God’s Littlest 
Place, GN=Good News Gathering Place, 
HH=Heck Hall, KIT=Heck Hall Kitchen, 
LIB=Library, MC=Miriam’s Corner, 
RR=Raphael Room, STR=St. Therese Room 

Catechesis Corner 
· This is HOLY WEEK!  We start with Palm Sunday. Share 

the story of the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. 
Sing Hosanna! As this week progresses, talk about the 
importance of each of these days. Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday and Holy Saturday...followed by Easter  Sunday.  This is the most 
sacred week of the Church year! 

· Again, due to COVID-19, there will be NO Religious Education classes this 
weekend. Please use the Catechesis lessons that have been sent for home-
schooling and watch for the special emails that assist with the instruction. 
Questions: contact Dr. Jean Marie Weber at:  jmweber@sttheresemke.org

· We enter this Holy Week...once again, as we Fast from seeing friends and 
family who live apart from us; as we Pray for safety and protection for our 
health and a cure for COVID-19; and practice Almsgiving for those so in 
need brought on by this crisis in the world.  

· Each day pray the Our Father, the Hail Mary and the Glory be...along 
with one of the Creeds that join us with the local and global Church.  
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55+ Social Club 
Our next meeting May 12th will be our baby shower for the Christ Child 
Society.  These new born size items; 36 inch square blankets,  baby 
bottles, diapers, bibs, etc. will be so appreciated by the new mothers. All 
Parish Members may contribute to this worth while cause. 

Earth Stewardship Ministry 
Earth stewardship seeks to reduce the use of plastic and to 
recycle what can’t be avoided. A lot of non-recycled plastic that 
doesn’t end up in landfills eventually reaches our oceans. There 
are five of these ever-growing “floating garbage patches” of 
discarded plastic (mostly plastic bags, bottles and food 
containers). One in the North Pacific is twice the size of Texas! 
Take cloth bags to the store versus opting for “paper or plastic?” Recycle plastic 
according to the requirements of your municipality. Most municipalities do not 
take plastic bags for recycling, but Walmart, Kohl's and many other retailers do. 
In addition to plastic bags, they accept bread wrappers, dry cleaning bags, 
shrink wrap, newspaper and produce bags, packing “air pillows”, and plastic 
wrap on table napkins, paper towels, toilet tissue and similar products. 

Monthly Maintenance Collection 
This weekend, April 4th/5th, we would normally have our separate 
Monthly Collection to replenish our parish Maintenance Fund. Since we 
are not having Mass, please consider mailing in your donation to the 
parish instead. Thank you for your continuing support. 

Attention Liturgical Ministers: 
If you haven’t already signed up on the sheets in the sacristy in person, please email 
your Mass preferences and special requests to Mari Pavleje at mpavleje@milwpc.com 
by Sunday, April 5th. If you do not indicate any preferences, we will schedule you as 
needed at either Mass. Schedules will be ready the following weekend and will be 
emailed to you by your ministry coordinator. 

Thank You 
Thanks to everyone who has been praying for our daughter Kaitlyn Shields. 
After five weeks in the hospital and rehab, she was discharged Wednesday, 
March 25th.  She has made more progress than we ever hoped for and is hap-
py to be home. She is so grateful for all the prayers, cards, flowers, etc. that all 
of you have sent.  Miracles do happen.  Please continue to keep her in your 
prayers, as she continues her recovery. 



Lorraine Baron,  Tom Batzler, Todd Batzler,  Alyce 
Breitweiser,  Fran Clark,  Michael Czarnecki,  Gayle 

Falk,  Ethel Forster,  Mark Hahn,  Pete Lovinus,  
Kathy Manthe,  Kathy Marinello,  Kim McGee,  

Imogene McShane,  Andy Nitka,  Lenny Parise, Jr.  
Kris Pluta,  Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Remshack,  Kaity 

Shields,  Peter Sipek,  Edward Smith,  Patrick 
Trainor,  James & JoAnne Van de Casteele,  

Duwayne Wing, Emil Zuncker 

April Sanctuary Candle 
  †Lori Van de Casteele 
Sunday, April 5th 
Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 
[2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14–27:66  
Monday, April 6th 
Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14 [1a]/Jn 12:1-11 
Tuesday, April 7th 
Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17 [cf. 
15ab]/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 
Wednesday, April 8th 
Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34 [14c]/Mt 
26:14-25 
Thursday, April 9th 
Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18 [cf. 1 
Cor 10:16]/1 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15 
Friday, April 10th 
Is 52:13–53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25 [Lk 
23:46]/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1–19:42 
Saturday Mass, April 11th 
Gn 1:1–2:2/Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 [30]/Gn 
22:1-18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Ex 14:15–15:1/Ex 15:1-2, 3-
4, 5-6, 17-18 [1b]/Is 54:5-14/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 [2a]/
Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [3]/Bar 3:9-15, 32–4:4/Ps 19:8, 
9, 10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28/Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 
4 [42:2]/Rom 6:3-11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/Mt 28:1-10 
Sunday Mass, April 12th 
Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 [24]/Col 
3:1-4/Jn 20:1-9 
 9:00AM St. Therese Parish Community  

St Therese follows a no weapons policy inside the facility at 
all times.  If  you are a conceal carry permit holder please 
secure your weapons in your vehicle, using proper law 

enforcement guidelines, prior to attending mass and or other 
events in the facility. 
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Lenten Observances for Fast and Abstinence 
The Catholic Church asks each member to preserve the 
penitential character and purpose of Lent. For this reason: 

· Catholics who have celebrated their 14th birthday are 
bound to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and 
each Friday of Lent. 

· Catholics who have celebrated their 18th birthday, in addition to 
abstaining from meat, should fast on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday. Hence, on those days they should eat only one full meal. 
Smaller quantities of food may be taken at two other meals, but no 
food should be consumed at other times during those two days. 
The obligation of fasting ceases with the celebration of one’s 59th 
birthday.  

· Catholics should not lightly excuse themselves from these 
prescribed minimal penitential practices.   

Lenten Alms Giving
Due to the suspension of Liturgy and other gatherings 
until at least sometime in April, we are asking you to 
just hold on to your Lenten Alms banks with funds for 
Children’s Hospital.   

Please watch the bulletins later in Spring for instruction 
on how and when to donate your Lenten Alms.   

Thank you.  

Prayer During These Anxious Times 
May we who are merely inconvenienced remember 
those whose lives are at stake, may we who have no 
risk factors remember those most vulnerable.  

May we who have the luxury of working from home 
remember those who must choose between preserving 
their health or making the rent.  

May we who have flexibility to care for our children when their 
schools close remember those who have no option.  

May we who have to cancel our trips remember those that have no 
place to go.  

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the 
economic market remember those who have no margin at all.  

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home remember those who 
have no home.  

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around 
each other, let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to 
our neighbors.  

We ask this through Jesus our Healer. Amen. 

Prayer sent from our Franciscan Leaders 

EMs Needed at Froedtert 
Many patients in the hospital desire to receive Holy Communion. If  
you have a love of the Eucharist and feel called to be a Eucharistic 
Minister for about one–two hours per week, the Spiritual Services 
department of Froedtert Hospital would love to hear from you! 
Please contact Michele Celichowski in Volunteer Services at (414) 
805-5012 or Sister Helen Harry at (414) 805-4663. 



Bulletin deadline: 
Monday, 8:30AM 

Announcement deadline: 
Thursday, 1:00PM 

All submissions must be in 
writing; email preferred. 

Parish Pastoral Council 
1st Tuesday of the Month at 6:30PM 

To contact a Parish Pastoral Council 
Member, send an email to 

council@sttheresemke.org or leave a 
message for them in the parish office. 

Chairperson 
Tim Schwaller 
Vice Chairperson 
Kevin Stannis 
Secretary 
Kathy Chudy 
Trustees 
Tom Molosky       (414) 254-1161  
Kathy Hubrich (414) 839-2669 
Members-At-Large 

Hospital Visits 
The Federal Privacy Regulation 

(HIPAA—Health Insurance 
Portability & Accountability Act) 

prohibits hospitals from informing 
churches of a patient’s presence 

unless the patient gives permission 
for the hospital to do so.  If you are 
admitted to a hospital and would 
like a pastoral visit, please contact 

Heather Goeden in the Parish Office. 
Prayer List for Mass 

It is our privilege to pray at our 
weekend masses for those in need.  If 
you would like to add a name to the 

list, please complete the form at 
sainttheresemilwaukee.org/prayer list 
or call Heather in the Parish Office. 

Need Prayer? 
Call the Prayer Network at 

(414) 607-0681. 

Need Holy Communion? 
Call Heather in the Parish Office at 

(414) 771-2500.

Shirley Erwin 
Dan Goeden 
Richard Hopefl 

Catherine Pinto 
Linda Warpechowski 
Jean Marie Weber 

Saint Vincent de Paul 
(414) 462-7837 
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Message to St. Therese Parishioners from Fr. Hugh Birdsall on Palm Sunday 
I miss my St. Therese parish community. I miss celebrating the Eucharist with you. I miss 
giving you the peace greeting. I miss receiving your greetings when you leave the church 
at the end of Mass. I miss visiting those of you who are in hospitals and nursing homes or 
are homebound. Speaking of the homebound, I have a better appreciation of what it 
means to be homebound at this time when measures are being taken to confine us as we 
take precautions against spreading the coronavirus. 
“Separated but united” is how someone on TV expressed our current situation. We are 
being encouraged to keep a distance between one another, with good hygienic reasons, And 
yet we are united in the sense that we are all facing the same grim reality, much like all of us 
experienced the horrendous reality of 9-11 or our predecessors who were scourged by the 
Great Depression. At this moment in our history all of us are contending with a highly 
contagious disease which has no yet available cure. 
Yes, all of us in our St. Therese parish community, in our local communities, in our state, in our 
nation, and throughout most of the world are being confronted by COVID-19. On the other 
hand, each of us is affected in his or her own way. Many of us are worried because we are 
elderly who have underlying conditions such as compromised immune systems, heart diseases, 
lung illnesses, diabetes (which I have). Some of us are concerned that we will contract 
coronavirus without knowing it. Some of you may be in the medical profession and are stressed 
to the limit in providing care to persons who are ill. Some of you are apprehensive about losing 
your job or have already lost your job. Some of you do not know how you are going to pay your 
bills. Some of you are overwhelmed by the hit your 401K retirement investments have taken on 
the stock market. Those of you who are students and educators are trying to adapt to on-line 
learning. Am I painting too pessimistic a picture? I don’t think so. I believe that anxiety pervades 
our public consciousness and individual souls. Yes, during this time of crisis, we are encouraged 
to separate ourselves from one another. But we are united in our common anxiety. 
We at St. Therese are united by more than anxiety. Our religious faith assures us that we 
are united with one another by our common relationship with Jesus. Using the vivid 
language of St Paul, we are the Body of Christ. Or to use the allegory developed in the 
gospel of John, Christ is the vine, we are the branches. Both images convey the same 
truth: because we are united with Christ, we are united with one another. This is true even 
when we are separated from one another as we are at this very difficult time in our history. 
Let me suggest a few ideas of how we can express this unity at a time of separation. First 
of all, we can pray for one another. In addition to praying for all our fellow parishioners as 
a whole, may I suggest that we personalize our prayer. Recall the persons who sit next to 
you or near you at Mass. Call to mind people in the parish who you know were going 
through a rough time even before this crisis. I can assure you that I am remembering you 
in prayer when I offer Mass privately in my apartment. 
Secondly, we can stay connected with one another while we are separated. We can do this by a 
phone call, an email, a text message. Even a brief note by snail-mail can communicate the message 
that we are thinking of one another and supporting one another. I intend to use some of these means 
of communication to stay in touch with some of you even though I cannot be with you physically. 
Finally, we can remain united with one another in our observance of Holy Week. As I write 
this reflection, there is a probability that we will not celebrate Holy Thursday, Good Friday, 
Holy Saturday, and Easter Sunday in our parish church. We will miss participating in these 
moving, public liturgies. And yet we can take steps to celebrate these mysteries in the privacy of 
our homes. And we can do so in such a way that we remain spiritually united with our fellow 
parishioners. As we reflect upon Christ in His suffering, we can call to mind the sufferings of 
the Body of Christ, the community of believers. We can remember our fellow parishioners as 
they deal with the deleterious effects of the coronavirus crisis. 
Here is a concrete suggestion on how we can remain spiritually connected while we 
celebrate Holy Week in private ways this year. Call to mind that part of the Good Friday 
liturgy during which the large, wooden cross is brought into our parish church and placed 
in front of the altar. Then picture in your mind how the members of the congregation, 
young and old, approach the cross and venerate it. Some venerate the cross by kissing it, 
others by genuflecting, others by touching the cross, each in his or her own way honoring 
the instrument of Jesus’ suffering. Then imagine yourself joining your fellow parishioners 
in venerating the cross, parishioners you know and parishioners you don’t know. Thus, you 
will be united with them even though you are separate. 
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CatholicMatch.com/WI

HEPPE’S 
SERVICE

For All Your  
Automotive Needs
Third Generation 

Family Owned
9152 W. Bluemound Rd.

257-1038

ROMAN 
ELECTRIC

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Residential Work

640 S. 70th St. 414-471-8565

3260 N 126th Street  
Brookfield 

262.783.6000 
www.grossheating.com 

For all your heating 
 & cooling needs.

FREE Estimates  
100% Satisfaction Guarantee

BUNZEL’S 
OLD FASHIONED 
MEAT MARKET

Fresh Custom Cut  
Choice Meats

Party Trays • Catering
Thank You For Supporting 

A Family Tradition
Parish Member

9015 W. BURLEIGH 
873-7960 

www.bunzelmeats.com

PROUD VENDOR OF ST. THERESE

414-427-0709
Serving Residential 

and Commercial!
11421 W. St. Martins Rd

Franklin, WI 53132

brothersconsolidated.com

 LA FUENTELA FUENTE

9155 W BLUEMOUND RD • MILWAUKEE

SUNDAY - THURSDAY: 11 AM - 9 PM

FRIDAY - SATURDAY: 11 AM - CLOSE

PLACE TO GO ORDERS BY PHONE!

414-771-9900

www.wauwatosadaycare.com

6 weeks to 11 years

414-479-3050

Since 1974

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827


