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  A note from the�

Parish Director...�

Dear Parishioners, 

 

This weekend we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday. Through revelations to St. Faustina Kow-

alska, Jesus expressed his desire for a feast day to commemorate his mercy. The image associ-

ated with Divine Mercy, depicts Jesus showing his hands and side as he points to the wounds of 

the Passion with the words, “Jesus, I trust in You.”  Emphasis is placed on the wound in his 

heart as the source from which flows the great wave of mercy poured out on humanity. 

 

May the Divine Mercy of Our Lord heal us in this time of world-wide health crisis, uncertainty, 

and social distancing.  

 

With Easter Joy,  

Dr. Sandi  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 

How profoundly we have all experienced the desert of Lent, fasting from our everyday routines, praying for the recovery of our 

world, and giving in new ways to our loved ones and communities during this time of pandemic. How closely you have journeyed 

alongside Jesus on his way to Calvary, sacrificing your desires, preferences, schedules, energy, or even health, to respond to the call 

to love one another in service and charity. And, how keenly you have felt the agony of Good Friday and Holy Saturday, in which 

Mary and the Disciples mourned the loss of Jesus’ physical presence and experienced intense longing for His return.  

 

On the morning of the Resurrection, some women went to Jesus’ tomb to mourn a dead man. As I think about the state of our 

world right now, and the dramatic effects it has had on all of our lives, it appears that we, too, journey with the women to the 

tomb to mourn. With our churches standing empty this Easter, it appears that we have been defeated. But, my friends, hear the 

words spoken to the women by the angel who greeted them at the tomb, “Do not be afraid! I know that you are seeking Jesus the 

crucified. He is not here, for he has been raised just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.”  

 

The sign of the empty tomb is not a sign of destruction and failure. No; rather, it is the sign par excellence of our faith. St. Paul tells 

us that without the Resurrection, our faith is in vain – it would be meaningless. (1 Cor 15:14) The empty tomb is the physical re-

minder of the Resurrection and the evidence that our faith is not in vain. The empty tomb confirms that Jesus is God, that he has 

indeed risen from the dead, and that sin and death are conquered.  

 

While our churches are certainly not tombs, I ask you to consider how they are tremendous signs of faith in a world filled with 

fear. Our empty churches should remind us of the power of our faith, which is the power of the mercy and love of God. We may 

be physically distant from one another – and, how I long to see you at Mass – but we are not alone. Our God has come to save us. 

Jesus has truly risen and alive! He lives within us, for we are members of His Body, and he has not abandoned us.  

 

After seeing the empty tomb, the angel instructed the women to go tell the disciples that Jesus had risen from the dead. I invite 

you this Easter to consider how you will share that message of faith, hope and love with those in your lives who may need this 

message of hope. How will someone know that you have seen the empty tomb and that this joy may also be theirs? How will your 

interactions with others or decisions that you make reflect a heart that is full of gratitude and dedicated to service? How will your 

actions of self-sacrifice and self-denial be a witness to our community of your respect for life? How will you forgive others because 

you have experienced forgiveness and new life in the sacraments? How will your longings for heaven attract others to seek the 

kingdom of God before all else?  

 

Let this Easter be a time of renewal for your faith. See the sign of the empty tomb and rejoice in Christ’s victory over our sin and 

death. Resolve to return to him with your whole heart, trusting that he will provide for your every need. Live in the joy of the Res-

urrection and share that joy with those who have yet to experience it. I pray continually for all of you, that through this time of 

physical separation, your faith may be strengthened beyond measure and that your hearts may be opened to receive the outpour-

ing of the Holy Spirit.  

With Easter joy, I remain,  

Sincerely yours in Christ,  

Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki  

Easter 2020 



Today	In	Focus�

By	John	McLaughlin�

�

My	Lord	and	my	God!�

�

“Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). This was the challenge 

Thomas faced: he did not believe the apostles’ report that 

Jesus appeared to them on Easter evening. He wanted proof. 

However, Thomas was with them when Jesus next appeared 

among them, and Jesus invited Thomas to touch him to prove 

that he had physically risen from the dead. Thomas did not, 

instead simply professing his belief in “my Lord and my God!” 

 

Still, Thomas needed to see Jesus before he believed. In con-

trast. Jesus commends those, like us, who believe without 

having seen the risen Jesus. The author then tells us that the 

purpose of the entire gospel was so that we would believe 

Jesus is the Christ and “have life in his name.” 

 

The other readings indicate two perspectives on what this 

should mean for us. In Acts. The believers form a community 

to share all aspects of their lives, while the letter of Peter 

celebrates our rebirth into a new life of salvation. 

 

We celebrate Jesus’ death and resurrection in every Eucha-

rist. Each of us must decide how to also live out its effects in 

our daily lives. 

~livingwithchrist.us�

Daily Reflection 

 

Though we are tempted to give into fear and doubts in this time 

of uncertainty, the scriptures inspire us to remain true to God, 

and to have hope in the face of adversity. We take courage in 

the words taken from the Book of the Prophet, Isaiah: 'The 

Lord, God, is my help. 

 ~Bishop James T. Schuerman  

Copyright 2020 Archdiocese of Milwaukee 

Mass Online, TV, and Radio 

 

Heart of the Nation Catholic Mass reaches 156 television 

markets nationwide on broadcast and cable channels. On 

Satellite TV, you can find Sunday Mass on the DISH Network 

and DirecTV. Catholic radio stations also carry audio of the 

Mass in some cities. To find a listing of local options vis-

it: https://www.heartofthenation.org/where-to-watch. 

 

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS  

 

Our advertisers need your help  

during these difficult times!  

 

Please show your support for your parish by also supporting 

our advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to bring you our bulle-

tin every week without them, and right now they need your 

help more than ever. Please encourage and remind others to 

show their support and shop local during these hard times!  

RICE BOWL  UPDATE 

 

 

Due to the recent decision to post-

pone the attendance of Holy Mass 

until the threat of COVID-19 lessens, 

we ask that you hold on to the money collected to benefit 

CRS Rice Bowl until Masses resume. We are hopeful Masses 

will resume in the near future. Please visit the Holy Cross 

Parish website, and the newly created Holy Cross Parish Fa-

cebook page, for future updates. Thank you, in advance, for 

your generous support of the CRS Rice Bowl program. 

Take care of your emotional health 

 

In a stressful time, it can be hard to cope. Talking to someone 

may help you feel better. Here are some ways to connect and 

take care of yourself. Our free 24/7 emotional support 

line is here for you to call any time at 866-342-6892. This 

Optum Help Line is staffed by professionally trained mental 

health experts. It is free of charge and open to anyone. 

 

If you have not already done so please consider our direct 

deposit registration. Anyone wishing to have your donations 

converted from using your envelopes to direct deposit, cut 

out and mail the following form to:  

 

Holy Cross, 18700 116th St, Bristol, WI 53104  

 

1. Name of the bank you use:_______________________ 

2. The name on the account: _______________________ 

3. The type of account:  checking   or  savings. 

4. The account number: ___________________________ 

5. Frequency of donation:  Once/month,  twice/month,  or 

once/week. 

6. Date of withdrawal:  Either the 1st or the 15th of the 

month or each Friday if you are doing once per week.   

7. Signature on the line below.  (This is a MUST have).  

________________________________________ 

 

8.  Amount of the donation per your selected frequency: 

 ________________ 

 

Thank you to those who have been sending donations to the 

church via the postal mail! 



Readings for the week of April 19, 2020 

Sunday: Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 [1]/1 Pt 1:3-

9/Jn 20:19-31 

Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9 [cf. 11d]/Jn 3:1-8 

Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/Jn 3:7b-15 

Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [7a]/Jn 

3:16-21 

Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20 [7a]/Jn 

3:31-36 

Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [cf. 4abc]/Jn 6:1-15 

Saturday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17 [2]/Mk 16:15-

20 

Next Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 

[11a]/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35 

~Copyright	©	Franciscan	Media,	28	W.	Liberty	Street,	Cincinnati,	Ohio	45202.	Taken	

from	Saint	of	the	Day	and	used	with	permission.	All	rights	reserved. 

In less than 40 years, Gianna Beretta Molla became a 

pediatric physician, a wife, a mother and a saint! 

 

She was born in Magenta near Milano, the 10th of Alber-

to and Maria Beretta’s 13 children. An active member of 

the St. Vincent de Paul Society and a leader in the Cath-

olic Action movement, Gianna also enjoyed skiing and 

mountain climbing. She earned degrees in medicine and 

surgery from the University of Pavia, eventually specializ-

ing in pediatrics. In 1952, Gianna opened a clinic in the 

small town of Mesero, where she met engineer Pietro 

Molla. 

 

Shortly before their 1955 marriage, Gianna wrote to 

Pietro: “Love is the most beautiful sentiment that the 

Lord has put into the soul of men and women.” In the 

next four years the Mollas had three children: Pierluigi, 

Mariolina, and Laura. Two pregnancies following ended 

in miscarriage. 

 

Early in her sixth pregnancy, doctors discovered that 

Gianna had both a child and a tumor in her uterus. She 

allowed the surgeons to remove the tumor but not to 

perform the complete hysterectomy that they recom-

mended, which would have killed the child. Seven 

months later in April 1962, Gianna Emanuela Molla was 

born at the hospital in Monza, but post-operative com-

plications resulted in an infection for her mother. The 

following week, Gianna Molla died at home in Mesero, 

where she was buried. 

 

Gianna Emanuela went on to become a physician herself. 

Gianna Beretta Molla was beatified in 1994 and canon-

ized 10 years later. 

Saint Gianna Beretta Molla / April 19�

Mass Intentions 

 

Mass intentions that were scheduled to occur during this 

time will be rescheduled to a future date. 

Email Notification 

To receive email notifications of upcoming events, parish 

news sign up at:  www.holycrosscatholicchurch.net  

 

Holy Cross Prayer Line  

If you are in need of prayer, contact Chuck Hiertz:  

phone (262) 843-2438 or email: hcprayerline@gmail.com  

Sacraments 

Baptisms: 

Parents (registered members) are to attend a formation 

session prior to the baptism of the child.  Please contact 

the Parish Office. 

  

Sacrament of Marriage: 

Please contact Dr. Sandi to arrange marriage prepara-

tion at least six months before the desired date of the 

marriage. One of the engaged must be a registered  

practicing parishioner. 

  

Confessions: 

First Saturday of the month at 3:30;  

April-September at Bristol  & October-March at Wilmot 

Parish Mission Statement 

Holy Cross Catholic Church, a rural faith community, 

lives the Gospel values by: 

  

† Striving to serve those in need 

† Forming children, youth, and adults as intentional    

Disciples of Christ and His Church  

† Working to strengthen our parish in light of changing 

times 

† Invoking the Holy Spirit to breathe new life into the 

community through the empowerment of spiritual gifts 

LITURGY	OF	THE	DIVINE	WORD�

SAINT	OF	THE	DAY	�
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Frank Walsh
Parish Member

262-862-2424
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All Work Guaranteed
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Wisconsin
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