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  A note from the�

Parish Director...�

Dear Parishioners, 

 

Welcome back to our second week of resuming Mass after a 

15-week suspension! Things are much different now. We are 

restricted to 25% attendance of our occupancy permit, 6-ft 

social distancing, mandatory face masks, reduced ministries, 

limited singing, and an abundance of hand sanitizing. How long 

this will last is unknown. What we do know is that what we 

hold in common remains the same: our faith in Christ and his 

Church. We belong to Christ. Nothing, not even coronavirus, 

can separate us from God’s love. 

 

During the time Mass was suspended, we received some good 

news. The pastoral leadership team appointed to Holy Cross 

was renewed by Archbishop Listecki for another four years. 

Prior to our reappointment, the archdiocesan priest place-

ment board sought the input of staff, parish leaders, and key 

volunteers of Holy Cross. Their endorsement, along with our 

willingness to continue serving at Holy Cross, was submitted 

to the Archbishop for the final decision. I will continue to 

serve as Parish Director, along with Fr. Dennis as Assisting 

Priest, and Bishop Jim as Supervising Priest.  

 

As a community of faith, we will navigate our way through 

this pandemic together. We look forward to our continued 

ministry at Holy Cross. We ask you to pray for us and know 

that we pray for you.   

 

Grace and peace in Christ, 

Dr. Sandi 

Today	In	Focus�

By	SR.	Kimberly	M.	King	RSCJ�

�

Defying	all	logic�

 

A brilliant orange flower is growing on, or rather, in our 

front porch. It appears to be rooted in pavement. Its stem 

leans alongside a fracture of a small cement retaining wall. 

While improbable, there is no denying that seed fell and that 

it is now blooming bright with color. 

 

A flower growing in circumstances defying logic and probabil-

ity makes me think about the still deeper power of God’s 

word that is scattered on different terrains. I pray that my 

heart be good soil, where I listen and understand so that the 

word takes hold and pushes through to fullness and beauty - 

knowing that sometimes my heart is also a terrain that defies 

logic. 

 

Do I look at the world with that same desire and faith in the 

power of God’s word? Do I see neighbor, stranger, the famil-

iar, and the distinct, as places where this seed might well 

thrive? As people who strive to understand with the heart, 

we have no idea in which places the word and its beauty will 

take hold. May the word take hold wildly and freely in this 

fractured world so that something extraordinary blooms… 

by grace, rather than logic or probability. 

~livingwithchrist.us�

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

We have a number of intentions that were missed due to the 

closing of the parish during the pandemic. These Masses will 

be honored and scheduled first, in the order that they were 

received. That means all other Masses behind these will be 

pushed back as well and scheduled in order also. As we re-

schedule these Masses, they will be scheduled, if possible, at 

the site they were originally requested, however, this will not 

always be the case.  

 

Please bear with us and understand we are doing the best we 

can to resume normal operations.  Also, for the time being, 

we will not be taking any new Mass Intentions. We will make 

an announcement when new ones will be accepted.  

 

We are grateful to the following parishioners whose gift of 

time and talent made it possible to resume Mass at Holy 

Cross: Chad Kurszewski, Chris Verzel, Doug Elfering, Marcus 

Elfering, Wally Jaszkowski, Bob Koch, Diane Pauletti, Becca 

Pauletti, Sam Sheedy, Tom and Donella Elsen, Kitty Weber, 

Pam Wedig-Kirsch, Chris Hettrick, Chuck and Catharine 

Hiertz, Rose Rayner, Cheryl Brzezinski, Bob and Darlene 

Lasch, Grace Lasch, Jean Dowell, Jackie Squires, Jenny Hib-

beln, Michelle Gauger, Mason Gauger, Shelby Miller, Danny 

Miller, John Manarik, Dan Krase, Paul Horak, Dale Elfering, 

Fran Wargolet, Ed Weis, and Jim Renwick.  

 

May the Lord bless you!   

Columbarium Angel to Watch 

Over Your Loved Ones 

 

An angel statue has been ordered for 

the Wilmot Cemetery Columbarium. 

We hope this will be a symbol of peace 

and love for those dear ones resting in 

our Columbarium and for all who come 

to visit. To cover the cost of this beau-

tiful praying angel we are seeking ten 

memorial donations. The names of families who donate to-

ward the angel will be engraved on the base. So far we have 

5 donations, therefore we have 5 spots left - Donations 

are $550. If interested, please make a check out to:  Holy 

Name Cemetery with a note designating your donation is 

for the "Angel Project".  Mail to:  Holy Cross Parish, 18700 

116th Street, Bristol, WI,  53104.  

AMAZON SMILE FOUNDATION 

  

During this challenging time you may be doing a little more 

online shopping. If you shop Amazon, please use this link to 

donate 0.5% of your purchase price to Holy Cross! http://

smile.amazon.com/ch/94-3462666. All of your information is 

private. Thanks to those who are using Holy Cross as their 

designated charity. 



EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 

 

When I was a child, my mother had a set of sculptures 

resembling three human heads. One head had hands over the 

ears, one had hands over the eyes, and one had hands over 

the mouth. Of course, they depicted the phrase, “Hear no 

evil; see no evil; speak no evil.” I have seen these images re-

peated many times since then, usually as the monkey heads 

from a Japanese proverb, which would have probably seemed 

a little less creepy to me when I was a small child. Apparently, 

there is no consensus about the full meaning or certain origin 

of these three images nor the phrase. At the very least, it 

causes us to reflect on the need to avoid evil and look for the 

good in things. 

As I have lived my life, I have come to believe there are 

more people who lives their lives in a contrary manner to 

these images. It is not that they seek evil, but it is as if they 

“see no good, hear no good, and speak no good.” Gossiping is 

the way they pass the time, and they always seem to find the 

negative in people and situations. Being a good steward cer-

tainly means that we do not seek evil, but more than that, it 

means that we see the abundance of good things all around 

us. These gifts of God are big and little, profound and ordi-

nary. By seeing the world in this way, we begin to change our 

personalities and our overall disposition. We always need to 

follow a new proverb: see all the good, hear all the good, and 

speak about the good. Amen. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  ©LPi 

Gospel Meditation 

 

Using the best seeds doesn’t always guarantee the best 

plants. An older Italian gentleman straight from Italy gave me 

these amazing tomato seeds that he claimed produced the 

best tomatoes ever grown. Without doubt, the fruit he 

shared with me was a testament to that fact. These tomatoes 

were amazing! I couldn’t wait until the next growing season 

to plant these seeds and harvest my own tomatoes. The 

whole experiment ended up a failure. I did everything the 

gentleman said, but my fruit didn’t even come close. What 

happened? At first I was perplexed, then some years later the 

light dawned. The problem wasn’t the seeds, it was the soil! 

 

You cannot sow seeds in any old place and in a haphazard 

way and expect them to be at their best. It doesn’t work that 

way. Planting the seeds is the easiest part. Preparing the soil 

is the challenge. Tilling, mulching, enriching, and building up 

the nutrients are all required for good fruit. Then after the 

seeds are planted, more care is required in order to maintain 

that healthy, nutrient rich environment for those seeds to 

sprout, grow, and flourish. God happily sows the seeds of his 

Word. What do we do with them? 

 

If we expect to be a passive bystander and have good fruit 

magically grow, we are mistaken. Bearing the good fruit of 

God’s Word requires preparation and work. We have to 

cultivate the soil of our lives so that those seeds can find a 

proper home. This one thing alone takes a great deal of pa-

tience, time, and effort. What kind of preparation have we 

put into our lives so that we can be a recipient of God’s 

seed? It takes a great deal of soul-searching and ego-checking 

to properly prepare. God is the ever faithful and persistent 

sower. If the seeds do not bear fruit the first time, God will 

come back time and time again, giving it another try. 

 

If we have created a suitable bed for sowing, then once the 

seed is sown, we must properly maintain them. What is our 

maintenance plan for the seeds of God’s Word? We need 

not only a source for water but a watering schedule. We 

need to weed, aerate the soil, nurture the young plants, pro-

tect them, and provide proper nutrients. What does our 

spiritual maintenance plan look like? If we have done all 

things well, imagine what the seeds of God’s Word could 

produce in us! 

©LPi 

Question: Why do Catholics baptize babies? 

 

Answer: For adults who want to be baptized, the celebration 

only takes place after a long, guided, and thoughtful process 

through the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. This is also 

true for many Protestant Christians, who are baptized later in 

life, often after a personal, transforming religious experience. 

So, it seems fair to ask why our Catholic tradition includes 

infant baptism. After all, if we make adults who want to be-

come Catholic wait months and even years as they grow in 

their understanding of Christ and his teachings, why should 

babies - who “do nothing” - be baptized? 

Our custom of infant baptism dates back to the earliest 

days of the Church, when St. Paul baptized entire households, 

including, we presume, children (see Acts 16:15, 33; 18:8). 

That had become common practice by the second century. 

When Christianity was legalized 200 years later, infant bap-

tism became the normal practice throughout the Church. 

We recognize that in Baptism, we are given the grace to 

overcome original sin, the human tendency to choose our-

selves and our own wills over God, and to become members 

of the Church. This is the gift we give to infants in Baptism. 

In its essence, the baptism of infants also reminds us adult 

Christians that the gift of salvation and membership in the 

Church (i.e., the Body of Christ) is God’s initiative. It is freely 

offered to us, regardless of where we might be in life’s jour-

ney. Salvation isn’t something we earn. Instead, we see that 

Baptism is the beginning of a lifelong process of growing into 

the kind of disciples that Jesus wants us to be. 

To learn more, see the “Catechism of the Catholic 

Church” (no. 1250-1252 and 1262-1270). 

©LPi 



Readings for the week of July 12, 2020 

 

Sun: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14 [Lk 8:8]/          

Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9 

Mon: Is 1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 & 23/Mt 10:34-11:1 

Tues: Is 7:1-9/Ps 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6, 7-8 /Mt 11:20-24 

Wed: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Ps 94:5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 14-15 [14a]/ 

Mt 11:25-27 

Thurs: Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ps 102:13-14ab and 15, 16-18, 

19-21 [20b]/Mt 11:28-30 

Fri: Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Is 38:10, 11, 12abcd, 16 [cf. 17b]/

Mt 12:1-8 

Sat: Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 14 [12b]/Mt 12:14-21 

Next Sun: Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 [5a]/

Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30 

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Holy Cross Parish - Wilmot  

Sunday, July 12 

8:30 am   † Robert Weinholtz, req of Joyce Weinholtz  �

 

Holy Cross Parish - Bristol  

Sunday, July 12 

10:30 am   For the living and deceased of Holy Cross   

 

 

 

 

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Holy Cross Parish - Wilmot  

Sunday, July 19 

8:30 am    † Robert Pattie, req of Margaret Shymanik   �

 

Holy Cross Parish - Bristol  

Sunday, July 19 

10:30 am   For the living and deceased of Holy Cross   

 

 

Baptisms: 

Parents (registered members) are to attend a formation 

session prior to the baptism of the child.  Please contact 

the Parish Office. 

 

 

Sacrament of Marriage: 

Please contact Dr. Sandi to arrange marriage preparation 

at least six months before the desired date of the mar-

riage. One of the engaged must be a registered  practic-

ing parishioner. 

 

 

Confessions: 

First Saturday of the month at 3:30;  

April-September at Bristol  & October-March at Wilmot 

 

 

Holy Cross Prayer Line  

If you are in need of prayer, contact Chuck Hiertz: phone 

(262) 843-2438 or email: hcprayerline@gmail.com  

LITURGY	OF	THE	HOLY	EUCHARIST�

LITURGY	OF	THE	DIVINE	WORD�

SAINT	OF	THE	DAY	�

~Copyright	©	Franciscan	Media,	28	W.	Liberty	Street,	Cincinnati,	Ohio	45202.	Taken	

from	Saint	of	the	Day	and	used	with	permission.	All	rights	reserved. 

These two friars were martyred in England in the 16th 

and 17th centuries for refusing to deny their faith. 

 

John Jones was Welsh. He was ordained a diocesan 

priest and was twice imprisoned for administering 

the sacraments before leaving England in 1590. He joined 

the Franciscans at the age of 60 and returned to England 

three years later while Queen Elizabeth I was at the 

height of her power. John ministered to Catholics in the 

English countryside until his imprisonment in 1596. He 

was condemned to be hanged, drawn, and quartered. 

John was executed on July 12, 1598. 

 

John Wall was born in England but was educated at the 

English College of Douai, Belgium. Ordained in Rome in 

1648, he entered the Franciscans in Douai several years 

later. In 1656 he returned to work secretly in England. 

 

In 1678, Titus Oates worked many English people into a 

frenzy over an alleged papal plot to murder the king and 

restore Catholicism in that country. In that year Catho-

lics were legally excluded from Parliament, a law which 

was not repealed until 1829. John Wall was arrested and 

imprisoned in 1678, and was executed the following year. 

John Jones and John Wall were canonized in 1970. 

 

Reflection 

Every martyr knows how to save his/her life and yet re-

fuses to do so. A public repudiation of the faith would 

save any of them. But some things are more precious 

than life itself. These martyrs prove that their 20th-

century countryman, C. S. Lewis, was correct in saying 

that courage is not simply one of the virtues but the form 

of every virtue at the testing point, that is, at the point of 

highest reality. 

 

Saints John Jones and John Wall / July 12�

Parish Mission Statement 

Holy Cross Catholic Church, a rural faith community, 

lives the Gospel values by: 

 

† Striving to serve those in need 

† Forming children, youth, and adults as intentional    

Disciples of Christ and His Church  

† Working to strengthen our parish in light of changing 

times 

† Invoking the Holy Spirit to breathe new life into the 

community through the empowerment of spiritual gifts 

Email Notification 

To receive email notifications of upcoming events, parish 

news and funerals sign up at: 

 www.holycrosscatholicchurch.net  
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