
Parish Mission Statement 

 

“Believing in faith in action, St. Mary Mother 

of God Catholic Church strives to reach out  to 

others through the joyful celebration of Word   

and Sacrament, embracing diversity, and 

working for peace, justice, and non-violence.”

September 13, 2020 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Serving the People of God  

Spiritually and Physically  since 1848” 

Parish Office  

 

1101 S. Lafayette • Ft. Wayne, IN 46802 

Hours ........... Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-4:00 pm 

  Fri. 8:30 am-2:00 pm 

Telephone .......................... (260) 424-8231 

Fax ...................................... (260) 426-2029 

Email ................ stmarysfw@stmarysfw.org 

Mail .................................... P.O. Box 11383 

  Ft. Wayne, IN 46857-1383 

 Parish Staff 

 

Pastoral Associate & SVDP 

 Anthony Henry .................. (260) 424-8231 

Sacramental Coordinator�

 Mary Kay Matasky ............ (260) 424-8231 

Music Director 

 Greg Childs………………..(260) 424-8231�

Mary’s Kids Director 

 Therese Spencer………….(260) 747-4242 

Liturgical Environment 

  Chuck Luther………………(260) 424-8231 

Wedding Coordinator 

 Rebecca Silkworth………..(260) 223-7018 

 

Office & Hall Manager/Bulletin Editor 

 Sue Koester ...................... (260) 424-8231 

Business Manager 

 Julie Crouch ...................... (260) 424-8231 

Receptionist 

 Karen Grashoff ................. (260) 424-8231 

Bell’s Program Administrator 

  John Barnett ………………(260) 424-8231�

Building Operations/SK Deliveries 

   Tom Freehill………………(260) 424-8231 

St. Mary's Soup Kitchen Director 

 Diane Day …………………(260) 426-1217 

St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen Asst. Director 

� John Barnett………………(260) 426-1217�

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator 

 Dee Kumfer……………….(260) 422-4968 

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Coordinator—    

 Weekends 

  Val Vorndran……………..(260) 450-5170 

Ave Maria House 

 Dottie Carpenter…………..(260) 424-3355�

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council 

 Joanne Miller………………(260) 492-9273�

Parish Membership Welcome 

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether visitors, long time residents, or newly 

arrived in  the  parish.  We  thank  God  for  you.  If  you  wish  to  register,  please  call  the  parish  

office,  pick up a registration form in the pew, or complete below and place in collection basket. 

Name__________________________________________  Phone No _______________________ 

 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City___________________________________________  Zip _____________________________ 

 

Check one: 

____ New Parishioner  ____ New Address  ____ New Phone Number  ____ Moving, remove from list 

 

Sacraments 

Matrimony 

Arrangements  are  to  be made with priest at least  

6 months in advance.  Pre-marriage instruction 

required. 

Sick and Communion Call 

Please  keep  the Church Office informed of  the  

sick and homebound, particularly when there is  

serious illness. 

Baptism 

For details please call the Church Office. 

Baptismal Preparation is required for parents. 

Reconciliation 

 Sunday:  10:00am-10:30am OR 

    Anytime by appointment. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Call Parish Office for information. 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Nov, Jan, Mar, May, 1st Sunday, after Mass 

Bulletin Deadline 

Monday 12:00 pm 

Call or email submissions.�

 

FATHER DON WIMAL JAYASURIYA, Pastor 

 

WWW.STMARYSFW.ORG 

Mass Schedule 

Sunday  -  10:45 am 

Holy Day  -  5:15 pm 

1101 S.  LAFAYETTE ,  FT.  WAYNE,  IN 46802 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST. MARY 

MOTHER OF  GOD 



�

�

The Sacraments�

�

Reconciliation�

�

Things to Consider…�

�

Can a priest reveal what he has heard to others?�

No. A priest can never reveal the sins a person has confessed. This is known as the “Seal of confession,” which admits of no     

exceptions (CCC 1467). If a priest were to violate the seal of confession he would be automatically excommunicated (CIC 1388). 

Over the centuries several priests have died and many have been imprisoned because they refused, even under threat of torture and 

execution, to break the inviolable seal of confession. This is one of the most beautiful aspects of the sacrament and of the        

priesthood: the priest who hears our confession, in order to protect the secrets we have whispered to God through him, will allow 

himself to be imprisoned, tortured or even killed. That’s how seriously he and the Church take the seal and the sacrament.�

�

What is the priest’s role in the sacrament of confession?�

“When he celebrates the sacrament of Penance, the priest is fulfilling the ministry of the Good Shepherd who seeks the lost sheep, 

of the Good Samaritan who binds up wounds, of the Father who awaits the prodigal son and welcomes him on his return, and of 

the just and impartial judge whose judgment is both just and merciful. The priest is the sign and the instrument of God’s merciful 

love for the sinner.” The priest is called, practically, to lead “the penitent with patience toward healing and full maturity. He must 

pray and do penance for his penitent, entrusting him to the Lord’s mercy” (CCC 1465�66).�

�

What if I feel nervous about going to the sacrament?�

Remember, first, that in the sacrament you are fundamentally talking to God through the priest. God loves you, wishes to forgive 

you, and desires to embrace you with the joy with which the prodigal son was embraced in Jesus’ parable (Lk 15:11�32).         

Moreover, know that you will not say anything that the priest has not heard before. Do not be afraid. If you are nervous, please just 

tell the priest that you’re nervous and he will help you.�

�

What if I haven’t been to the sacrament for many years? How do I prepare? What do I say?�

First, don’t be afraid. Jesus said, “Heaven rejoices more for one repentant sinner than for 99 righteous persons who never needed 

to    repent.” The priest will probably be so happy you’ve returned to confession after many years that you will make all the hours 

he spends in the confessional seem light. Second, try to prepare with the help of a good examination of conscience sheet, but the 

priest will know that you cannot remember your sins with the precision of someone who came the previous week. Third, get the 

largest sins off of your shoulders first. Fourth, don’t be afraid to ask the priest for help; most confessors are experts in leading 

someone in your circumstances through an examination of the “big stuff” in the confessional. Finally, don’t wait. Come back to be 

reconciled to your loving Father, set off the celebration in heaven, and share your Father’s joy!�

�

I’m reluctant to go to confession because I don’t know the 

Act of Contrition by heart.�

Confession is not meant to be a memory test. It is good when       

Catholics have memorized one of the many beautiful acts of         

contrition, which sum up all of the sentiments and resolutions a   

Catholic should have in coming to confession. But if you do not 

know an Act of Contrition by memory, you can always express 

your sorrow and firm purpose of amendment in your own 

words, ask the priest to help you, or pray, “Jesus, Son of God, 

have mercy on me, a sinner who loves you!”�

 �

What if I’m not comfortable going to confession face�to face?�

If you prefer to go to confession anonymously, that’s fine. Most 

churches have traditional confessionals or reconciliation rooms 

with the option to confess either face�to�face or kneeling behind 

an opaque screen. In Church law, both the priest and the penitent 

have the right to opt for the screen if for whatever reason they 

find that more comfortable.                                 Continued on page 5��

�

�

Sunday, September 13th�24th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

Sacristan: Chuck Luther�

Commentator/Petitions: Carmen Doyle�

First Reading: Melinda Reyes�

Second Reading:  Aric Koenig�

Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Kohrman�

Ushers: Patrick Swartz, Dennis Doyle, Val Vorndran�

Sunday, September 20th�25th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

Sacristan: Chuck Luther�

Commentator/Petitions:  Judy Wagoner�

First Reading:  Louise Yahne�

Second Reading:  Louise Yahne�

Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Deacon Kohrman�

Ushers: Andy Johnson, Katrina Johnson, Kera Parrott�

ST. MARY MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH� FORT WAYNE, IN 

�

�

READINGS	FOR	THE	WEEK	OF	September	13,	2020�

Sunday 09/13:�    Sir 27:30�28:7/Ps 103:1�2, 3�4, 9�10, 11�12 

� �    [8]/Rom 14:7�9/Mt 18:21�35�

Monday 09/14:�    Nm 21:4b�9/Ps 78:1bc�2, 34�35, 36�37, 38 [cf. 

� �    7b]/Phil 2:6�11/Jn 3:13�17�

Tuesday	09/15:�    1 Cor 12:12�14, 27�31a/Ps 31:2 and 3b, 3cd�4, 5�

� �    6, 15�16, 20 [17]/Jn 19:25�27 or Lk 2:33�35�

Wednesday	09/16:1 Cor 12:31�13:13/Ps 33:2�3, 4�5, 12 and 22 

� �    [12]/Lk 7:31�35�

Thursday	09/17:�   1 Cor 15:1�11/Ps 118:1b�2, 16ab�17, 28 [1]/Lk 

� �    7:36�50�

Friday	09/18:�    1 Cor 15:12�20/Ps 17:1bcd, 6�7, 8b and 15 �

� �    [15b]/Lk 8:1�3�

Saturday 09/19:�    1 Cor 15:35�37, 42�49/Ps 56:10c�12, 13�14 [14]/

� �    Lk 8:4�15�

Sunday 09/20:�    Is 55:6�9/Ps 145:2�3, 8�9, 17�18 [18a]/Phil 1:20c

� �    �24, 27a/Mt 20:1�16a�

�

“to everything there is a season and a time �

for every purpose under heaven”�

“a time to be born…” �

“a time to love…”�

“a time to be healed…” �

Molly, Sister of Kelly & Tony O’Neil, Anderson�Grandson of �

Jan Kortenber, Rita Berghoff, John Martin, Jim Horrell, �

Pam Mitoraj, Mary Ellen Nolte, Barb Chmiel’s Brother�Ralph, 

Gemma Maria�granddaughter of Susan & Irv Arnold, �

Angela�Sister of Melinda Reyes, and all who are �

suffering from COVID�19�

“a time to die”�

All who have died as a result of the COVID�19�

“and a time for peace”�

in our world all people, both military and civilian who are in the 

midst of war, natural disasters, or social unrest.  �

Ecclesiastes 3:1f�



24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME� SEPTEMBER 13, 2020 

CATHOLIC COMMUNICATIONS CAMPAIGN�

The Catholic Communica�on Campaign helps the Church 

to connect people with Christ through various media 

pla�orms here in our diocese as well as across the     

country and in developing countries across the globe. 50% 

of the money collected remains here in the Diocese of 

Fort Wayne�South Bend to fund local communica�on 

efforts. Collec�on envelopes are included in TODAY’s   

parish envelope package. To donate online, visit:�

�

osvonlinegiving.com/224/DirectDonate/75831�

St. Mary Mother of God Live�Stream Mass�

Our 10:45 a.m. Sunday mass is now being live�streamed!  

Please go to our Facebook page, St. Mary Mother of God   

Catholic Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana (Official Page), to       

par,cipate in the Liturgy if you are unable to be here with us.  

You may also see our mass later in the day on Sunday on 

YouTube � St. Mary Mother of God Parish Fort Wayne.�

�

PRAYER TO MAKE A “SPIRITUAL COMMUNION”�

Saint Alphonsus Liguori�

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy    

Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to receive 

You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least into my heart. I embrace You as if 

you were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never 

permit me to be separated from You. Amen. �

�

�

�

Parishioners and guests of St. Mary Mother of God...please 

join in thanking...�

Bill Silkworth and Eric Toy 

for offering their ,me and talent to provide us with the live� 

streamed mass un,l we all can be together again.  Thank you 

Bill and Eric!    �

SAINT MARY’S SOUP KITCHEN 

Please mark your grocery lists for our Soup  

Kitchen.  This week we are asking for  

INSTANT POTATOES. 

 

SOUP KITCHEN WEEKEND VOLUNTEERS 

Saturday 10:00 am-1:00 pm 

Sunday 11:30 –1:00 pm 

 

Sunday, September 13th 

Shanebrooks 

Saturday, September 19th  

Val and John 

Sunday, September 20th 

Fairman’s 

 

AVE MARIA HOUSE PANTRY NEEDS 

Zip Lock Small Sandwich & Large Garbage Bags 

 

Sunday, September 13th 

10:45 a.m. - Richard Berghoff 

Monday, September 14th 

Robert Wagoner 

Tuesday, September 15th 

Larry Endress 

Wednesday, September 16th 

Larry Endress 

Thursday, September 17th 

Larry Endress 

Friday, September 18th 

Larry Endress 

Saturday, September 19th 

Larry Endress 

Sunday, September 20th 

10:45 a.m. - Joan Lehman 

If you would like to request a mass intention on a specific day for a 

deceased loved one or for a special intention, please contact the 

Parish Office at 424-8231. Mass Intention envelopes are also         

available on the information tables located in the Gathering area. 

Please print clearly the requested information. If you are able,    

include a suggested offering of $10, and place the sealed         

envelope in the collection basket. Thank you!  

MASS OFFERINGS�

Have you considered a Mass offered at important annual 

events of your life such as birthdays and anniversaries for 

yourself or loved ones, both living and deceased?  That’s a 

be7er way to show our gra,tude to God, the author of life. 

Because the Mass is the highest form of worship on Earth, 

there are many fruits and graces that result from having a 

Mass said. The reason that this tradi,on has been passed on 

for centuries is because of the many spiritual fruits that result 

from this form of prayer. The celebra,on of the Eucharist is 

the highest form of worship in the Catholic Church because we 

unite ourselves with Christ's sacrifice on the cross in worship 

of his Father.  Let us not miss out on these graces for yourself 

and those you love! �

St. John Paul II emphasized the graces 

that come when a Mass is offered. "The 

Church believes that she will be heard, 

for she prays in union with Christ her 

Head and Spouse, who takes up this plea 

of His Bride and joins it to His own      

redemp�ve sacrifice."�

� �

�    �

�

�    September 13:�Weekly Church Offering�

� � � St. Vincent DePaul�

� � � Catholic Communica,ons�

�    September 20:  Weekly Church Offering�

� � � Religious Educa�on (pink envelope)�

You may mail in your offerings to the parish office, P.O. Box 

11383, Fort Wayne, IN 46857�1383, during this �me or you may 

use the Online Giving op�on on the parish website 

(www.stmarysfw.org).  Thank you!�

�

�

�

�

CONGRATULATIONS, ASHLEY TOY, for being a finalist in 

FWCS “Teacher of Year”!!  Way to go!!!�



DIRIG 
S H E E T  M E T A L

918 W Cook Road • Fort Wayne, IN 46825

(260) 484-4844 • Fax (260) 483-9555

SPECIALTY, COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL

 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com    St. Mary Catholic Church, Fort Wayne, IN. A 4C 01-0015

Jeff’s Gard-n Yard LLCJeff’s Gard-n Yard LLC
Lawn Care &Lawn Care &
LandscapeLandscape

  

260.747.3217260.747.3217
www.jeffsgardnyard.comwww.jeffsgardnyard.com

Have You

RemembeRed

St. maRY’S in YouR Will?

A-ABOLITE 
MAINTENANCE, INC.
Window Cleaning • New Home Cleaning 

Gutter Cleaning / Screening

260-424-4443

KELLY BOX & PACKAGING
CORPORATION

2801 Covington Road

K   B
 P   C

Shawnee
 Construction & 

Engineering

John Schenkel, Jr.
Matt Schenkel

489-1234

In Memory ofIn Memory of
Charles H. Evans 

Christopher T. Mitoraj 
Charles & Emma Kennedy 

John & Mary Mitoraj

 ORGANIC. 
FRESH. 

DELICIOUS! www.3riversfood.coop 

Spring & Sherman 

Community Owned Since 1976. 

ATTORNEYS
260-425-9777 | fvglaw.com

436 East Wayne Street • Fort Wayne, IN

Dan McNamara and Kate Brogan
Parishioners

Contact Heather Benefiel to place an ad today! 

hbenefiel@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6464


