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Staff Reflection

Pastoral Council

The Magi & Stars: Bringers of Bad News & Good News
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This weekend we hear the familiar story of the Magi from the East, following
the bright star to the place of the newborn ruler of the Jews…Jesus. The romantic
side of the story involves the Magi following the star to Bethlehem where Jesus lay.
Kneeling down and paying homage, they opened their chests filled with treasures
of gold, frankincense and myrrh. But this season, I was drawn to the not-soromantic first half of their story. Let me share with you a reflection on the Magi
inspired by David Haas’ “Be Born in Us Today”.
Before making their way to Bethlehem, the Magi inquired about THE child in
Jerusalem. Herod, upon hearing that there could be a possible threat to his power, sent the Magi to find out more information. Even today there are “Herods”
among us: people who are constantly looking over their shoulder, fearful that
someone is going to seize the comforts they enjoy. How often do we, ourselves,
offer timid and suspicious hospitality to those with a message that most certainly
will shake things up? Change is scary, especially because of the unknown.
In our own St. James community, I've become a source of great change and
new possibility. There is great sadness in my heart because I'm moving on, yet joy
because I know I have recognized a “sign” from God... as uncomfortable as it
may seem in the moment. As disciples of Christ, our encounter with His love inspires us to continue learning and sharing the Good News. As a Church Musician,
my growth from a disciple to a missionary is through the sharing of my gifts with as
many people as I can, even if it's in God's plan to uproot me from time to time. I'm
so lucky he included the St. James community as part of that journey. And I'm
confident that He has a plan for this parish to grow in holiness through this disguise
of change.
Glory, light, brightness, hope, and a new world can only come about when
we listen to those who are willing to “read the signs of the times” and speak …
even if those signs aren't as obvious as Christ’s birth revealed in a bright star. How
are you going to see the sign? …The revelation of truth?
Help us, O God, to be the light of your truth.

In His Peace, Christina Kuenzi, Director of Liturgy & Music

Christmas Flowers &
Decorations
Thank you to the following who donated to make our Church beautiful during the Christmas Season. Your donations helped us purchase flowers,
plants, fabric and decorative materials
used in the church sanctuary, including
the altar area, statue of Mary, walls, all
entryways, Commons areas, and the
narthex of church.
Thank you for your generosity!
John Dalsasso: 

Refugees and Immigration
The St. James-St. Theresa Human Concerns Committee is collecting winter outerwear for incoming refugees, and hosting two informational talks about the
U.S. immigration/refugee situation, specifically in the Milwaukee Metro Area, on:
January 6th at 9:15am at St. James in the Activity Center and
January 13th at 9:00am at St. Theresa in the church basement.
A refugee is someone who is persecuted on the basis of their race, religion, nationality, political viewpoint, or membership in a particular social group; and has
to leave their country by crossing an international border. Refugees are often
forced to flee their homes with very limited supplies, and may face years of human rights violations and unlivable conditions. Often refugees spend many
years in refugee camps or in urban areas with large refugee populations.
Please join us on January 6th to hear personal stories from refugees resettled in
the Milwaukee area. You’ll no doubt be inspired by the strength and persistence reflected in their experiences. The January 13th talk at St. Theresa’s presents the United States Council of Catholic Bishops statement on immigration.
We look forward to seeing you there! Questions? Contact Renee Hitt, Adult
Formation & Parish Life Coordinator; hittr@stjmuk.org, 262-363-7615, ext 125.

Director of Liturgy and Music
After 6 years of outstanding service, Christina Kuenzi has felt called to move on to a
new position. We wish her the very best and God’s blessings in her new endeavors.
Please keep our parish in prayer, and help spread the word that we are actively
searching for a new Director of Liturgy and Music. It is a full time position requiring a
high degree of skill and experience in both areas. Familiarity with video projection
systems, and designing the materials for it is a plus. Candidates should have a
working knowledge of computers, and social media communication skills. We’re
looking to develop a youth music ministry. For a complete job listing see the St
James website or send resume and cover letter to the Director of Administrative
Services, Cheryl Marotta, marottac@stjmuk.org.

Elaine Dalsosso

Jim & Marilyn McCarthy:
 The deceased members of the
Aschenbrenner McCarthy & Strelecki
Families
Robert Simon:
 Margaret Simon, Carl Simon,
Addison Black and Alice Renne

Eucharistic Minister
Training
The Eucharistic Ministry would like to
see new volunteers join our ministry. To
facilitate this, there will be a hands-on
training in Church for new volunteers,
on Tuesday January 15 from 6:00 PM to
6:30 PM. Current Eucharistic Ministers
are also invited to attend if you feel
you have questions, concerns, or are
interested in any aspect of retraining.
We appreciate your help. If you are
interested in becoming a Eucharistic
Minister, but can not attend the training session, please call Carol Pearson
at 414-550-8915 and we will arrange a
one-on-one training session for you at
your convenience. Thank you very
much for your help. May God richly
bless you!

Council of Catholic Women

St J - St. James, Mukwonago
St T - St. Theresa, Eagle

Spiritual Talks
Queen of Heaven Series
Saturday, January 19, from 9-10:30am in room
8. Our presider will be Sister Victoria from the
Schoenstatt Center. Our Lady of Fatima
appeared to three children in Portugal,
bringing a grave warning of pending world
dangers and confirming them with the most astonishing
miracle since the Resurrection. We will do a Consecration
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary to finish this series. All are
invited. A continental breakfast will be served. Contact
person: Maggie Albert 363-0903

January 19th Church Cleaning
We’ll be gathering on this Saturday at 9am in the church for
our bi-annual deep cleaning, which will be much needed
after the Christmas season has ended. If you’re willing to
help out, please send an email to John McCormack at
mccormackj@stjmuk.org; or call the parish office at 262-3637615. If you come at the last minute we’re happy to have
you, of course, but it helps when we know of how many
people to expect. Thanks for caring & sharing your time!

Lindon Grove Volunteers Needed
Linden Grove is looking for volunteers to help with their
skilled care activities. Please call Julie Heath at
262.470.9017 for more information.

Saturday, Dec 29 (St Thomas Becket, Bishop & Martyr)
4:00 pm (St J) † Jerry Swan
4:30 pm (St T)
Parishioners
Sunday, Dec 30 (Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph)
8:00 am (St T) † Robert Curran
8:15 am (St J) † Theresa Ratsch
10:00 am (St T) † Gilbert Zajdel
10:30 am (St J) Parishioners
Monday, Dec 31 (7th Day-Octave of the Nativity of the Lord )
4:30 pm (St T)
Parishioners (Anticipated Holy Day Mass)
Tuesday, Jan 1 (Solemnity of Mary-Holy Day of Obligation)
10:30 am (St J) † Robert Pakulski
Wednesday, Jan 2 (Sts Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen,
Bishops)
8:00 am (St T) † Elaine Potrykus
Thursday, Jan 3 (The Most Holy Name of Jesus)
8:00 am (St T) † Anthony Winkler
Friday, Jan 4 (Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious)
8:00 am (St J) † Damian & Loretta Coenen
Saturday, Jan 5 (Saint John Neumann, Bishop)
4:00 pm (St J) † Margaret Bucholtz
4:30 pm (St T) † Jo Lynn Long
Sunday, Jan 6 (Epiphany of the Lord)
8:00 am (St T) † Wayne Casey
8:15 am (St J) † Dennis Wilson
10:00 am (St T)
Parishioners
10:30 am (St J) † Katherine & John Ritter

Readings for the week of January 6

Many Thanks to Our Youth!

Are located at www.stjamesmukwonago.org/Readings

On Wednesday, December 26th, 13 of our younger members Prayer Shawl Ministry
came to assist John McCormack with taking down chairs
Meets in the Commons on Jan 8 (second Tuesday, because
and straightening hymnals after Christmas Masses - in both
New Years Day is the first Tuesday) Time: 9-11am & 6:30-8:30pm.
the church and the Activity Center. Added thanks go to
Mike Biscoe for coordinating this year’s set up and take
down; and to all who helped with decorating the environMonday, Dec 31
ment for this very special season. May God bless you all
8am-4pm
All Offices are closed
abundantly in 2019!
Tuesday, Jan 1
8am-4pm
All Offices are closed
Wednesday, Jan 2
Noon-2pm
Pickleball in Activity Center
Please join Life's Connection at its annual "Heartbeats and
6:30pm
St. James-St. Theresa Pastoral Council
Footprints" Gala Celebration. This is its biggest fundraiser of
Meeting at St Theresa Parish Center
the year and your presence is welcome. Dinner, cocktails,
7-9pm
SVDP Monthly meeting in Room 8
Silent and Live Auction with Steve "the Homer" True and feaThursday, Jan 3
turing guest speaker Very Rev. Jeffrey Haines, Aux. Bishop of
5-7am
Pickleball in Activity Center
the Archdiocese of Milwaukee.
6:15-8pm
Handbell
Practice in Church

6:30-8pm
Baptism
Prep
Class in Room 9
Date: Saturday February 16th, 2019
Friday, Jan 4
Place: Milwaukee Marriott West (Waukesha)
8:45-10:30am
Exploring the Sunday Readings Rm 10
Registration open at www.lcmission.com or call 262-470-3119
4:30-7pm
St James Fish Fry in Activity Center
and ask for Robin
Saturday, Jan 5
5-7am
Pickleball in Activity Center
11am-2pm
Epiphany Party in Room 8 of PC
Noon-2pm
Pickleball in Activity Center
3-3:30pm
Confessions in Church
Many thanks to everyone who purchased 2019 calendar
Sunday, Jan 6
raffles! Due to early submission of this bulletin we will have
9:15-10:30am
RCIA in Room 9
the January winners listed in the January 13 bulletin. Winners
9:15-10:30am
Refugee Talk in Activity Center
are listed the same day on the St James website under the
5-8pm
RE Classes Grade9-11 in Church-AC
calendar raffle tab.
7-9pm
New Beginnings-AA Meeting in Rm 11

Weekly Schedule

Life’s Connection

Calendar Raffle

