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        St. Patrick’s Day, 17 March 2020 
 
My dear friends of Saint Patrick and Saint John the Baptist Parishes, 
 
It was yesterday, the 16th, that I read Bishop Callahan’s letter to our priests in which he cancelled all public 
Masses--with the exception of weddings and funerals with fewer than fifty people—beginning the 20th of 
March.  He felt obliged to do this as Governor Evers mandated a fifty-person limit on gatherings so as to limit 
the spread of the virus.  Even in the course of my writing this, the Governor has reduced gatherings to a  
ten-person limit.   As I begin writing this, I am praying to the Holy Spirit, that what I write be according to the 
Father’s loving will and so be for your good. 
 
My first reaction remains a profound sadness for you and for myself.  I cannot tell you how much I will be 
missing you from day to day, especially on Sundays.  Just yesterday I told my group of close priest friends 
that I have been experiencing a deep happiness—even joy—when I’m at Sunday Mass with you.  That wasn’t 
always the case in my priesthood.  Though I don’t express it well enough or often enough, God has blessed 
me with a deep love for you.  Your faith has inspired me and comforted me and built me up.  Not a week 
goes by without my saying to friends from other places that there is a beautiful simplicity of faith among you.  
I praise God for that, and I love being with you in these parishes. 
 
My heart breaks that I won’t be able to join you at Sunday Masses for the time being.  I promise you that I 
will do whatever I can so that you don’t feel abandoned by the Church.  I will check my office phone fre-
quently and respond promptly to calls.  I’ll make home visits to anyone who feels comfortable inviting me.  
Parishioners are welcome to schedule a time to visit with me at the rectory at any time and for whatever rea-
son, especially sacramental confession.  Public prayer of the Stations of the Cross will unfortunately end.  
Here is a schedule of what will continue and what will be added from now through Easter, keeping in mind 
that I ask you to respect the 10-person limit and six-foot distance from anyone not in your family.  Unfortu-
nately, I had much more planned before the change to a ten-person limit. 
 
· Saint Patrick church will be open for your visits and prayer each day from 8:00 a.m. till 8:00 p.m.  I will 

need a volunteer to lock it on Mondays. 
· I will offer Mass privately each day in the rectory chapel, following your requested Mass intentions as 

scheduled in our parish calendar. 
· Confessions in the church each Friday 11-Noon and each Saturday 3:00 till 4:00 and by request either in 

the rectory or in your home. 
· With medical consultation, I have decided to offer Holy Communion in the rectory on two days—Holy 

Thursday from 10:00 till 1:00 and Easter Sunday from 9:00 till 1:00.  Doing this in the rectory will allow 
me to sanitize my hands (and the door handle) between visitors.  Come by household/family and ap-
proach the back door of the rectory via the sidewalk alongside the hospital garage.  Proper spacing and 
procedure will be indicated on a sign. 

· I do not anticipate mailing another letter to you.  Any additional information will be posted on our parish 
website and our Facebook page. 

 
From the Desk of Fr. Eric Berns 
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While the spiritual and physical health of our people is the first priority, there will of course be practical con-
cerns.  My heart goes out to those who will suffer from a loss of income as a result of the coronavirus.  
Please let me know if your family could use help with groceries so as to free up your finances.  The parish will 
likewise take a financial hit.  Would you consider on-line giving or mailing your regular donation?  I am cut-
ting any non-essential expenses, but we do have school staff to pay. 
 
It is certain that the Lord will bring good out of this.  While I want to do everything I can to help you through 
this, the good news is that you already have a Savior…..and I know it’s not me.  Let this experience be occa-
sion for us to rediscover Jesus and the centrality of our faith in Him.  Let us renew our devotion to Blessed 
Mother Mary to keep us faithful.   
 
I look forward to that glorious day when we are back together in our church for Sunday Mass!   
 
Saint Patrick, pray for us!  Saint John the Baptist, pray for us! 
 
Yours in faith, 
 
Fr. Eric Berns 

 
 
 

As the deer longs for running waters, so my soul longs for you, O God. 
 

Athirst is my soul for God, the living God. 
 

When shall I go and behold the face of God? 
 

My tears are my food, day and night, as they say to me day after day, 
 

“Where is your God?” 
 

These things will I remember, now that I pour out my soul within me, 
 

How I would lead the rejoicing crowds into the house of God,  
 

Amid loud cries of rejoicing and thanksgiving, 
 

The throng wild with joy. 
 

--Psalm 42:1-5 
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  Thanks to the parish for buying raffle tickets! 

 
Current year weekly budgeted expenses  $435.90  

Envelopes……………........… ..$  200 
Offertory…..…………..….........$     0  
TOTAL ( Mar. 1st, 2020).………...$  200 

St. Patrick’s Parish Support 

 
Parish Council Mtg. Mar. 25 5:30pm         (S) 

 
Church (CH)    Hall (H)    Rectory (R)    School (S)    Off-Site (OS) 

 
Budget to meet  Contributions  
Weekly   $   10,442 Mar. 1st, 2020:  $  15,121 
Annually  $ 543,000 Year-To-Date:  $416,573 

     

REP Calendar - March 25      No REP Classes 

               Diocesan Annual Appeal - St. Patrick’s 
       Received:          $  65,186 
       Target:                      $  65,390  
       Percent of Goal:                   99% 
       Number of Donors:                     270 

Diocesan Annual Appeal  
St. John’s 

       Received:        $  2,800 
       Target:                $  2,695 
       Percent of Goal:     103% 
       Number of Donors:                            6 

School News 

Calendar Winners 
 

  3/10/20    Dorothy Von Ruden    Sparta 
  3/11/20     Jason Bush   Hixton 
  3/12/20     Jeff Schanhofer   Sparta 
  3/13/20     Kay Flock   Sparta          

GOSPEL  
MEDITATION  
Mar. 22, 2020 
 
   “Do you believe in the 
Son of Man?” Jesus wants 
to motivate each one of us 
to see the truth. After de-
veloping a relationship 
with Jesus, the blind man 

“sees” as someone very special. The Pharisees, due to the blind-
ness caused by their ignorance, prejudice, and need for self-
preservation, still remain blind. Presuppositions, prejudices, as-
sumptions, and our needs can easily blind us to truth. We see what 
we want or need to see and not what is really there. In addition, 
our stubbornness continues to convince us that we are right and 
that our vision is perfect. Only God can complete the picture. 
 
   Look around at our world. So much of what is happening today 
is due to the reluctance of folks to allow themselves to be 
stretched and brought to see what is really there. Many react to 
what life presents to them more with the lenses of ignorance than 
lenses of clarity. The Gospel carries great transformative value. 
With it, God corrects our vision and replaces our limited sight 
with the fullness of his sight. God opens our eyes so that we can 
see that it is not about preserving what we have created but of 
living in the immensity and wonder of God’s kingdom. 
 
   Through a simple, loving relationship with God, we can break 
through the tethers of prejudice, eradicate fear, dispel the darkness 
of hatred and sin, discover freedom, live in peace, work for jus-
tice, be effective stewards of creation, assist the migrant and the 
immigrant, and safeguard our economic systems and policies so 
that they truly serve all of God’s children. What we see is often an 
artificial lie. Our truth is much bigger than what our limited sight 
believes it to be. Allow God to work in and through you. Do not 
be afraid. Be open and be humble enough to know that you need 
help. Many human beings are living with severe cataracts that 
produce sight that is at best blurred. Are you one of them? 
                                                                                                   ©LPi 

Committee Meetings & Events 

St. John’s (Summit) News 

Religious Education News 

All Events Have Been Canceled Until Further Notice 
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Service Plus 
Heating & Cooling 

Sparta 
“It’s hard to stop a Trane!” 
Thanks for your Patronage 

George Mack   269-1818   

Wisconsin

CatholicMatch.com/WI

UNPLANNED PREGNANCY SERVICE 

608-782-0373 | 1-800-550-4900 
Birthright.org

Alan J. Domeyer D.D.S.
311 Jefferson Ave. 

Sparta, WI
www.spartafamilydentist.com

608-269-5008

www.kofc.org
Serving St. Patrick’s Parish

Monsignor Flock Council 4592 
for over 50 years. 

Dave Kuderer, Grand Knight 
269-4496

  Parish Council  
  of  

   Catholic Women
             

Rita   608-269-2751          Jayme      608-633-5615
Mary 608-567-9906         Maureen 608-487-2202

The power of personal attention working for you.
Denise L. Halverson, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor
2101 West Wisconsin Street, Suite C 
Sparta, WI 54656 
608-269-9136
www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

215 North Black River Street 
in Jones Plaza

269-2556
911 W. Wisconsin Street, Sparta 

608-269-5757

Supporting Catholic Churches
Call us for all your heating & cooling needs

Phone: 608-269-1500

B. ANDERSON EXCAVATING LLC

Black Dirt, Grading, Backfilling, Digging of Basements & Water 
Lines, Septics, Demolition, Site & Lawn Work, Gravel Products 
Available, Driveways & Waterways, Snowplowing & Sanding

Brian Anderson 
(608) 374-3019 
(608) 797-3519

All Your Excavating Needs

Providers of Quality Physical & 
Occupational Therapy Services

501 W. Wisconsin St. 
Sparta, WI 54656 608-269-0555

Jerry H. Bisinger 
Financial Advisor

103 South Water 
Street 
Sparta, WI 54656 
608-269-7010

www.edwardjones.com  member sipc 
 

 
 

Serving the Sparta  
Area Since 1975
608-269-2633

121 West Franklin • Sparta
• Business Consulting • Tax Preparation & Planning for 
• Computerized Accounting Services    Individuals, Partnerships &  
• Small & Medium Business Service    Corporations, Fiduciaries  & Estates 
• Business Startups • Free Electronic Filing 
• Quickbooks Support & Training • Year Round Service

Page-Smith Funeral Home 
269-4444

  MEMBER F.R.S. 
124 W OAK • SPARTA
www.unbsparta.com 269-6737

801 W. Wisconsin 
269-1177

ENGLERT 
ENTERPRISE
(608) 269-4871

Livestock Equipment
18297 Hwy 27, Sparta, WI

Dorine’s Family Inn
“The Finest In Good Home Cooking”

Open 7 Days A Week
Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

Breakfast 6:00am
269-8258

110 S. WATER St. - SPARTA

T H E  J O B  D O N E  R I G H T

Heating • Air Conditioning
A higher standard of comfort.

Coulee Refrigeration Inc.
Amana Residential Heating

and Cooling Products
Boilers-Humidifiers-Air Cleaners

24 HOUR SERVICE

1-877-227-7754
608-269-0403

Tomah Granite 
Company

Monuments - Markers 
Lettering

372-6200

1501 W Wisconsin Street, Sparta
(608) 269-4289 • Gr8buyauto.com

…”If it’s not perfect, 

it’s not finished!”

Lanham-Schanhofer 
Funeral Home
Jeff Schanhofer 

Jeff Ruediger
106 W. Franklin   269-6666

Sparta, WI

112 Milwaukee St., Ste. I • Sparta, WI

608.374.2333
arcticheatingwi@gmail.com

www.arcticheatcool.com

“Experience The Difference”
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • BODY SHOP

clasonbuickgmc.com
3232 Mormon Coulee Rd.   788-7246

1126 Front St. Cashton, WI

608-654-5106 • 866-999-5106
mdsoffice@mtech-mds.com

Your Friendly Hometown Bank
102 E. S. Railroad St., Kendall • 608-463-7101 

111 E. Main St., Hustler • 608-427-3354 
406 Main St., Wilton • 608-435-6426 

108 Main St., Norwalk • 608-823-7416

Contact Rich Clark to place an ad today! 
rclark@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2571

Isaac Wissestad 
Realtor® |Owner
C: 608-633-2890 
O: 608-374-4790 
isaacw@viprealty4u.com 
www.viprealty4u.co

Changing the way people sell Real Estate


