
Catholic Parishes of 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MAY 3, 2020 

St. Patrick’s & St. John’s 

FOR MEDICAL EMERGENCIES OR LAST RITES 

please call: (608) 633-2192 

 

PARISH CLERGY 

Rev. Eric Berns, Pastor.  

     Office (608) 269-2655 

Rev. Fernando Lara Hernández  

     Ph. (608) 790-1316 

Church address - 118 South K St.    

 

FAITH FORMATION DIRECTOR  (100 South L St.)   

Charlie Burnett, DRE 

Attendance Phone: (608) 269-4748 

       

RECTORY  (608) 269-2655      Fax:  (608) 269-0245 

319 W. Main Street 

Website:  http://stpatricksparish.weconnect.com  

Trisha McCoy, Admin. Asst. email: finance@stpatricksparta.net   

Martha Kudick, Secretary email: rectorysec@stpatricksparta.net             

 

SCHOOL (Pre-school thru Grade 8) 

(608) 269-4748 

E-mail:  principal@stpatricksparta.net 

Principal: Anna Fleming 

Assistant Principal: Lori Lazzari 

Website:  SpartaCatholic.org          Office - 100 South L St. 

 

LA MISA  EN ESPAÑOL:  Domingo 2:00pm  

Hispanic Ministry—Padre:  Fr. Fernando Lara Hernández  

Phone: (608) 790-1316  

                 

RECONCILIATION:  

St. Patrick's    Fridays: 11am-Noon 

  Saturdays: 3:00-4:00pm & by appointment 

 

CELEBRATION OF SACRAMENTS 

Baptisms:   Baptisms can be celebrated year round. Please call 

the Rectory to register for Baptism Preparation. 

Marriages: Arrangements need to be made at least six months 

prior to the wedding date.  Please contact the Rectory to begin 

your Marriage Preparation.  Weddings are not celebrated during 

the season of Lent. 

 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 26, 2020 

Sunday:  Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Monday: Easter Weekday 

Tuesday: Easter Weekday 

Wednesday: Easter Weekday 

Thursday: Easter Weekday 

Friday:  Easter Weekday 

Saturday:  Easter Weekday 

 3 1 9  W E S T  M A I N  S T .  S P A R T A ,  W I  5 4 6 5 6   &  1 6 5 8 5  K E L L OGG  A V E  NORWA LK ,  W I  5 4 6 4 8  

Live and Pre-recorded Masses Are Available 

 

   Please note that live and pre-recorded Sunday Mass is available 

via diolc.org, the diocesan YouTube channel, Facebook and  

televised on the following channels:  

 

Eau Claire, Channel 18 at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

La Crosse, Channel 19 at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

Marshfield (Public Access), Channel 989 at 10:30 a.m. &  

   5:30 p.m. Sunday 

Stevens Point (Public Access), Channel 984 at Noon &  

   5:30 p.m. Saturday 

Wausau (Cable and Satellite), Channel 12 at 6:30 a.m. Sunday 

Wausau (Public Access), Channel 980 at 6:00 p.m. Saturday &     

   9:00 a.m. Sunday 

Wisconsin Rapids (Public Access), Channel 985 & Channel 3 at  

   6:00 a.m. & 1:00 p.m. Sunday 



 

  Current year weekly budgeted expenses  $435.90  

 

 Contributions          

 Unavailable at the time of printing. 

 

St. Patrick’s Parish Support 

 

Budget to meet  Contributions  

Weekly   $   10,442 Unavailable at the time of printing. 

Annually  $ 543,000     

        

       Diocesan Annual Appeal - St. Patrick’s 

       Received:          $  65,186 

       Target:                       $  65,390  

       Percent of Goal:                   99% 

       Number of Donors:                          270 

Diocesan Annual Appeal  

St. John’s 

       Received:        $  2,800 

       Target:                $  2,695 

       Percent of Goal:     103% 

       Number of Donors:                            6 

St. John’s (Summit) News 

Download the APP and enter Parish Code:  GrXVK6 

Go to: stpats.formed.org or 

Although Mass is Suspended,  

St. Patrick’s Church is still open  

8:00 a.m. through 8:00 p.m. for private prayer. 

World Day of Prayer 

May 7th 

 

Good and gracious God, 

You call each person by name 

and invite them to follow you. 

 

On this World Day of Prayer for 

Vocations, may each person hear 

and respond to the call they have 

received. 

 

We pray for all discerning  

marriage, the chaste single life, 

consecrated life, or ordained  

ministries, that your Holy Spirit 

would guide, inspire,  

and strengthen them. 

 

May your Church and the world 

be enriched by the "yes"  

of your children. 

Amen. 

 

Why do Catholics call priests Father? 

 

   One of the common objections evangelical Christians have to Catholics 

is our practice of calling priests by the title Father. They will often cite a 

passage in Matthew’s Gospel in which Jesus tells his followers: “Call no 

one on earth your father; you have but one Father in heaven” (23:19). It 

seems pretty straightforward, but when we put this verse in context, we 

see that Jesus is speaking out against religious leaders who had forgotten 

what their proper role was and who were bad examples through their own 

hypocrisy and elitist attitudes. 

 

   In other Gospels, we find Jesus himself using the title father for differ-

ent characters, such as in the Parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man (Luke 

16:19-31]) and the Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32). If we put 

the verse from Matthew into the full scope of Jesus’ teachings, he isn’t 

saying that we can’t use words like “father,” “rabbi,” or “master.” Rather, 

he is telling us that we should be mindful of the full meaning of those 

titles and not to misuse them. 

 

   To call a priest “Father” is more than a sign of respect for the office of 

the priesthood. It goes all the way back to the way St. Paul understood his 

own work as a missionary and evangelizer. Paul wrote, “I am writing you 

in this way not to shame you but to admonish you as my beloved children 

… It was I who begot you in Christ Jesus through my preaching of the 

Gospel. I beg you, then, be imitators of me. This is why I have sent you 

Timothy, my beloved and faithful son in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 4:14-

17). 

 

   Yes, we have God alone as our heavenly Father, but there are also those 

here with us who nurture and nourish our faith through their teaching and 

care. This is why the title of Father has been applied to the church’s pas-

tors in different ways since the earliest days of the Church, including 

monks and nuns using the title “abbot” and “abbess” (from abba) for their 

spiritual leaders and Christians around the world recognizing the “Holy 

Father” or “pope” (from papa) as the head of the family that is the 

Church. The title Father is a reminder that priests have a special responsi-

bility to care for, protect, feed, listen to, and nourish those who have been 

entrusted to them, all after the example of our Father in heaven who never 

ceases to give us what we truly need.                                                 ©LPi 



FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                                                                        May 3, 2020 

Yours in faith,   

 

   This morning I looked out into my back yard.  The mother mourning dove was singing in the nest she made by my back door, and a 

pair of rabbits were looking for a place to call home.  I watched one burrow under the playground equipment, so we'll see if she actual-

ly has her young there.  The squirrels were at the back door waiting for me to give them nuts as I do every day.  I must be getting 

soft....I admit I used to draw them close with food for a different reason.  Now they are my friends, and they take the nuts from my 

hand.  I admit I was a little upset yesterday when I saw squirrel tracks and some scratch marks from their claws on my motorcycle 

parked by the back door.  I wondered for a while what I might do to scare them off for good for the sake of the pretty purple paint on 

the bike.  Then I just decided to start parking the bike in the garage.  A Richland County upbringing taught me to make a convinc-

ing squirrel sound, which brings them across the back yard in a hurry looking for food from me.  The few pigeons that survived a pred-

ator at my parents' farm have begun nesting, and two newborns are growing well.  It seems the older we get, the more we love the 

springtime.  Of course it only helps that it coincides with Easter, which is more about new life than anything in nature. 

   The Fourth Sunday of Easter has been called "Good Shepherd Sunday" as we always hear the Gospel passage where Jesus describes 

that he is the Good Shepherd.  It's also the World Day of Prayer for Vocations.  Makes sense, doesn't it?  "The sheep hear his voice, and 

he calls his own sheep by name and leads them forth."  Hearing the voice of Jesus and following him on the path he lays out for us ac-

cording to the Father's loving will is the recipe for a settled soul and a fruitful life.  But what about the times when the path doesn't 

seem so clear, or the moments in life when we worry we've lost sight of the path and want so much to hear the voice of the Shep-

herd?  Have you ever had the experience of feeling like the path up and disappeared in front of you for a time?  Years ago, I cleared a 

trail in a national park over a distance of nine-tenths of a mile to connect two lakes that otherwise did not have a good path.  I did this 

by way of honoring my cousin Aaron who was a year younger than me and had died in a tragic car accident in May, 1992.  He loved 

fishing in wilderness places, and he and a buddy decided to follow a map that claimed a trail went from Lost Bay to a particular lake 

three miles away in the middle of a large peninsula with no roads and almost no trails.  The lake was rumored to be full of mus-

kies.  The trail disappeared shortly after they began, and GPS navigation did not exist back then.  Aaron was good with a compass, and 

they estimated the right bearing and set out for Muskie heaven.  They just missed the lake to the west.....and trudged on another three 

miles till they arrived at the shore of Rainy Lake and had to turn back into the woods.  After three nights in the wilderness with black 

flies and mosquitoes like hummingbirds, they finally arrived at the Muskie lake.  Exhausted despite their youth, they lay down on their 

backpacks and fell asleep.  They woke to the sound of the float plane they had scheduled to pick them up.  The pilot got out and asked 

them how the fishing had been.  They could only laugh.  They never wet a line.  

   A few years ago, I went back to see if the trail I had made could still be found.  More precisely, I wanted to find a stainless steel sign 

a friend of mine had made with a plasma cutter, bearing the verses of a sort of poem I had written that explained the name I put at the 

top of the sign—"Aaron's Way."  Imagine my satisfaction when I saw that my trail over the years had become an official trail of the 

national park, passing right underneath the sign that was still there.  And all of that because two young men followed a map to a trail 

that did not exist.  The Good Shepherd shows his sheep the path and wants them to stay on it, "so that they may have life, and have it to 

the full."  When one of his sheep strays from the path, Jesus leaves the others in pursuit of the lost one, and he brings it back on his 

shoulders.  Sometimes this process takes years.  That's okay, because everything is an eternal-now in God's eyes.  One of the earliest 

frescoes found in some of the earliest Christian burial places including catacombs was perhaps the most popular image—the most at-

tractive image that showed the heart of Jesus to early Christians.  It is the image of the Good Shepherd carrying a lamb on his shoul-

ders, bringing it back to safety.  Back to life. 

Yours, 

Fr. Eric 

 

From the Desk of Fr. Eric Berns 

Fr. Eric's Sunday Mass  

is coming to your home  

 

If you would like to join Fr. Eric for Sunday Mass you can watch here:  

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1nmlVh0pwEmsviPsdxupHIqEwHrVUfWlK  

Thank you for all your continued prayers and support through this time.  

 

God Bless!  
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Service Plus 
Heating & Cooling 

Sparta 
“It’s hard to stop a Trane!” 
Thanks for your Patronage 

George Mack   269-1818   

Wisconsin

CatholicMatch.com/WI

UNPLANNED PREGNANCY SERVICE 

608-782-0373 | 1-800-550-4900 
Birthright.org

Alan J. Domeyer D.D.S.
311 Jefferson Ave. 

Sparta, WI
www.spartafamilydentist.com

608-269-5008

www.kofc.org
Serving St. Patrick’s Parish

Monsignor Flock Council 4592 
for over 50 years. 

Dave Kuderer, Grand Knight 
269-4496

  Parish Council  
  of  

   Catholic Women
             

Rita   608-269-2751          Jayme      608-633-5615
Mary 608-567-9906         Maureen 608-487-2202

The power of personal attention working for you.
Denise L. Halverson, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor
2101 West Wisconsin Street, Suite C 
Sparta, WI 54656 
608-269-9136
www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

215 North Black River Street 
in Jones Plaza

269-2556
911 W. Wisconsin Street, Sparta 

608-269-5757

Supporting Catholic Churches
Call us for all your heating & cooling needs

Phone: 608-269-1500

B. ANDERSON EXCAVATING LLC

Black Dirt, Grading, Backfilling, Digging of Basements & Water 
Lines, Septics, Demolition, Site & Lawn Work, Gravel Products 
Available, Driveways & Waterways, Snowplowing & Sanding

Brian Anderson 
(608) 374-3019 
(608) 797-3519

All Your Excavating Needs

Providers of Quality Physical & 
Occupational Therapy Services

501 W. Wisconsin St. 
Sparta, WI 54656 608-269-0555

Jerry H. Bisinger 
Financial Advisor

103 South Water 
Street 
Sparta, WI 54656 
608-269-7010

www.edwardjones.com  member sipc 
 

 
 

Serving the Sparta  
Area Since 1975
608-269-2633

121 West Franklin • Sparta
• Business Consulting • Tax Preparation & Planning for 
• Computerized Accounting Services    Individuals, Partnerships &  
• Small & Medium Business Service    Corporations, Fiduciaries  & Estates 
• Business Startups • Free Electronic Filing 
• Quickbooks Support & Training • Year Round Service

Page-Smith Funeral Home 
269-4444

  MEMBER F.R.S. 
124 W OAK • SPARTA
www.unbsparta.com 269-6737

801 W. Wisconsin 
269-1177

ENGLERT 
ENTERPRISE
(608) 269-4871

Livestock Equipment
18297 Hwy 27, Sparta, WI

Dorine’s Family Inn
“The Finest In Good Home Cooking”

Open 7 Days A Week
Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

Breakfast 6:00am
269-8258

110 S. WATER St. - SPARTA

T H E  J O B  D O N E  R I G H T

Heating • Air Conditioning
A higher standard of comfort.

Coulee Refrigeration Inc.
Amana Residential Heating

and Cooling Products
Boilers-Humidifiers-Air Cleaners

24 HOUR SERVICE

1-877-227-7754
608-269-0403

Tomah Granite 
Company

Monuments - Markers 
Lettering

372-6200

1501 W Wisconsin Street, Sparta
(608) 269-4289 • Gr8buyauto.com

…”If it’s not perfect, 

it’s not finished!”

Lanham-Schanhofer 
Funeral Home
Jeff Schanhofer 

Jeff Ruediger
106 W. Franklin   269-6666

Sparta, WI

112 Milwaukee St., Ste. I • Sparta, WI

608.374.2333
arcticheatingwi@gmail.com

www.arcticheatcool.com

“Experience The Difference”
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • BODY SHOP

clasonbuickgmc.com
3232 Mormon Coulee Rd.   788-7246

1126 Front St. Cashton, WI

608-654-5106 • 866-999-5106
mdsoffice@mtech-mds.com

Your Friendly Hometown Bank
102 E. S. Railroad St., Kendall • 608-463-7101 

111 E. Main St., Hustler • 608-427-3354 
406 Main St., Wilton • 608-435-6426 

108 Main St., Norwalk • 608-823-7416

Contact Lorne Searight to place an ad today! 
lsearight@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6460

Isaac Wissestad 
Realtor® |Owner
C: 608-633-2890 
O: 608-374-4790 
isaacw@viprealty4u.com 
www.viprealty4u.co

Changing the way people sell Real Estate


