
Catholic Parishes of 

TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

JUNE 21, 2020 

St. Patrick’s & St. John’s 

FOR MEDICAL EMERGENCIES OR LAST RITES 

please call: (608) 633-2192 

 

PARISH CLERGY 

Rev. Eric Berns, Pastor.  

     Office (608) 269-2655 

Rev. Fernando Lara Hernández  

     Ph. (608) 790-1316 

Church address - 118 South K St.    

 

FAITH FORMATION DIRECTOR  (100 South L St.)   

Charlie Burnett, DRE 

Attendance Phone: (608) 269-4748 

       

RECTORY  (608) 269-2655      Fax:  (608) 269-0245 

319 W. Main Street 

Website:  http://stpatricksparish.weconnect.com  

Trisha McCoy, Admin. Asst. email: finance@stpatricksparta.net   

Martha Kudick, Secretary email: rectorysec@stpatricksparta.net             

 

SCHOOL (Pre-school thru Grade 8) 

(608) 269-4748 

E-mail:  principal@stpatricksparta.net 

Principal: Anna Fleming 

Assistant Principal: Lori Lazzari 

Website:  SpartaCatholic.org          Office - 100 South L St. 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

Saturday:    4:30pm St. Patrick’s 

Saturday:    St. John the Baptist, Summit Ridge is suspended       

                          until further notice  

Sunday:       8:00am, 9:30am & 11:00am 

                     1:00pm & 6:00pm (Spanish) 

 

RECONCILIATION:  

St. Patrick's    Fridays: 11am-Noon 

  Saturdays: 3:00-4:00pm & by appointment 

 

CELEBRATION OF SACRAMENTS 

Baptisms:   Baptisms can be celebrated year round. Please call 

the Rectory to register for Baptism Preparation. 

Marriages: Arrangements need to be made at least six months 

prior to the wedding date.  Please contact the Rectory to begin 

your Marriage Preparation.  Weddings are not celebrated during 

the season of Lent. 

 

BULLETIN Article DEADLINE:  9:00am, Monday  

unless noted in bulletin for early submissions due to 

holiday. 

 3 1 9  W E S T  M A I N  S T .  S P A R T A ,  W I  5 4 6 5 6   &  1 6 5 8 5  K E L L OGG  A V E  NORWA LK ,  W I  5 4 6 4 8  

JOIN US FOR MASS 

      As we work through our return to worship, Mass in Church will 

follow the guidelines established by the Bishop taking the neces-

sary precautions to keep everyone safe. This includes but is not 

limited to: 

 

• Limiting attendance to 25% capacity (approximately 100  

           people per Mass.) 

• Offering additional Mass times:   

           Saturday:  4:30pm          

           Sunday:  8:00am, 9:30am and 11:00am  

           Sunday (Spanish):  1:00pm and 6:00pm      

• Highly encouraging people to wear masks 

• Highly encouraging high risk individuals to remain home   

           (dispensation for Sunday Mass is still in effect) 

• Highly encouraging the receiving of Holy Communion in the     

           hand 

• Limiting access to one entrance (double doors under the  

           canopy) and one exit (front door with the ramp) 

• Having a single Communion line 

• Placing Offertory baskets at the exit for people to place  

           offerings as they leave 

• Sanitizing pews and doors between Masses 

           Taping off Pews to comply with Social Distancing 

 

Again, this is not comprehensive and please also understand we 

may need to adjust some things as we see what works best for our 

Parish. As always, we continue to ask for your prayers, patience 

and understating through this time.  Thank you and God Bless!   



 

 

Sun. June 21st Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  8:00am Mass: � Fritz Schroeder. 

  9:30am Mass: Intentions of the Priest. 

11:00am Mass: � Richard & Marie Kuderer and Peter Semann. 

  1:00pm Mass: Spanish. 

  6:00pm Mass: Spanish. 

 

Fri. June 26th Weekday 

  6:00pm: Adoration followed by Mass (Spanish). 

 

Sat. June 27th Vigil. 

  4:30pm Mass: � George and Veronica Kuderer. 

 

Sun. 28th Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

  8:00am Mass: � Parishioners of St. Patrick’s and St. John’s. 

  9:30am Mass: � Intentions of the Priest. 

11:00am Mass: � Gerald Butzler. 

  1:00pm Mass: Spanish. 

  6:00pm Mass: Spanish. 

Mass Schedule 

 

Blessing of Fathers 

 

God and Father of all creation, 

we come before you today with  

humble hearts. 

 

You are our model of a loving father. 

 

When we fail and fall short of your 

expectations, 

you are always there at the end of the 

day with open arms, 

ready to heal the cuts and scrapes of 

the day 

and to encourage us to try again and 

not to give up. 

 

We hold up these men in our midst 

who act in the world 

as fathers to their children or models 

of fathers for others. 

 

Bless them in their moments of doubt 

and frustration with their children. 

 

Give them warm and open hearts to 

forgive failures. 

 

Provide them with the words needed 

for encouragement and perseverance. 

 

We ask all this in the name of Jesus. 

 

Amen. 

SUMMERFEST MEETING 

 

Wednesday, June 24th  

6:00 p.m. at the Eagle's Club in Sparta.  

 

Contact Kelley Becker at 608-487-0301 or 

mail kelleyLL23@hotmail.com for details.  



From the Desk of Fr. Eric  

 

 

 

June 14, 2020 

Feast of Corpus Christi, 

 

Dear friends at St. Patrick and St. John Parishes, 

 

     The last time wrote a letter to all of you was back in March.  Seems like a long time ago, doesn’t it?  Since then, I’ve communicated through 

internet Masses and our online bulletin and Facebook, but a lot of our parishioners don’t have internet.  This letter will go out in the mail to eve-

ryone not on our email list.  I’d like to share with you some thoughts, some updates, and some hopeful news. 

 

     First, we are back to offering public Mass on Sundays, and we’ll offer weekday Masses as soon as Bishop Callahan allows.  Our schedule is 

Saturday, 4:30 and Sunday at 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00.  Father Fernando is offering Spanish Mass on Sundays at 1:00 and 6:00.  We are following 

the protocols established by our bishop, including limiting the Sunday Mass crowd to 25 percent of full capacity.  Everyone is to enter through 

the canopy door by the elevator and exit through the handicap ramp door by the baptism font.  All doors are propped open, and all surfaces are 

sanitized between Masses.  Masks generously made by parishioners are free for the taking at the entrance.  While I encourage you to wear it, I 

am not requiring a mask as the State of Wisconsin and the Diocese of La Crosse don’t require it.  I give instruction at each Mass regarding safe 

distance, especially on exiting the church.  The Sunday Mass obligation is lifted, which means no one is morally obliged (as Catholics normally 

are) to attend Mass.  I was hearing several times each week how much you enjoyed the Mass we offered on the internet, and I can’t thank our 

parishioner Paul Sosso enough for the hours he gave each Saturday night for the filming.  Until I can figure out a simpler way to film Mass here, 

those wanting to watch Mass on the internet have other options, even if the setting is not as beautiful as our church.  As a parish, we are rightly 

taking the pandemic seriously.  Anyone with a compromised immune system is encouraged to watch the Sunday Mass on TV at home.  The 

lightest attendance the last two Sundays was the 11:00 Mass, so keep that in mind if you would like to come to Mass and maintain the greatest 

possible distance from others.   

 

     Please know that I am aware that we have a number of events to reschedule—First Holy Communion and the reception of RCIA candidates 

among them.  I plan to schedule those as soon as possible, in consultation with the people involved. 

 

     I continue to be sincerely moved by and grateful for your financial support of both your parish and the needy people of our community, espe-

cially those who lost employment and income in recent months.  You are so kind, and your charity and generosity cause me to thank God for 

you!  Our parish has helped a lot of people in their need, including one family in particular that would have neither a roof over their heads nor 

groceries if not for your donations to our charity account.  Thank you!  And your church envelopes keep coming in the mail and arriving by 

personal drop-off in the rectory mailbox.  Every time I pick up your envelopes, I really do say quietly, “God bless these good people.”  So even 

if I don’t get the time I would like to write a personal thank-you to all of you, know that I am constantly grateful to God for you. 

 

     Saint Patrick’s School had been actively searching for a new principal, one to follow in the footsteps and carry on the hard work and dedica-

tion to Catholic education that both Jean Suttie and Anna Fleming modeled so well.  We interviewed several strong candidates, which made the 

decision more difficult for the committee and me.  I am happy to tell you we have a new principal for our school, Dr. Jessica Williams, a Cash-

ton native, has most recently served as Assistant Superintendent of Catholic Schools for the Diocese of La Crosse.  She brings with her bound-

less energy and eagerness to further our mission of Catholic education.  Welcome her when you get a chance. 

 

     A lot of our priests are receiving new assignments at the end of July.  I am very happy to tell you that I am not one of them!  Neither is Fa-

ther Fernando.  But in our neighborhood, Monsignor Gilles will be moving to La Crosse to become Rector of St. Joseph the Workman Cathe-

dral, and Monsignor David Kunz, whom you know, will become pastor of Queen of Apostles Parish in Tomah.  They are both wonderful priests 

who have inspired me, and we wish them the best.  Also we have four deacons slated to be ordained to the priesthood on June 27, including 

Deacon Levi Schmitt who spent several months with us.  Please pray for them, that the Holy Spirit help them in their ministry and in their iden-

tity, growth and happiness as priests. 

 

     This week we will receive a third priest at St. Patrick’s.  Father Maria Packi will spend several months residing here as he only recently ar-

rived in the diocese from his native India.  He’ll be learning about the operation of a parish for a few months before heading into a parish as 

pastor.  Give him a warm welcome.  And if he cooks like the other Indian priests—to say nothing of Father Fernando’s good cooking—there 

goes my diet! 

 

     I thank the Parish Council of Catholic Women, the Knights of Columbus, and a particular parishioner for covering the cost of two new bath-

rooms in the rectory.  Maxwell White Plumbing is giving us a great deal and their expert service as they install the bathrooms this week!  And 

by the end of June, I would like to tear out the old shrubs in front of the rectory and replace them with something that is beautiful.  The current 

shrubbery has become quite an eyesore, and I know that we could provide something lovely for all the people driving and walking into the hos-

pital.  I would also like to paint the white stucco work on the rectory.  I was thinking of Green Bay green and gold.  No, I’m joking.  But I am 

open to suggestions as I don’t trust my own choice of color.  I’ll do the painting (with any volunteers that want to help), and it won’t cost the 

parish anything. 

 

     While a lot of good things are happening, this remains a difficult time.  While I am not afraid, I do wonder if the Church as a whole will be-

come smaller because of this pandemic and people becoming accustomed to not attending Mass.  What will it be like a year from now?  Don’t 

get me wrong, I’m not urging everyone to come back to Sunday Mass right now.  However it shakes out, the Lord will provide and we’ll be 

okay.  Meanwhile, let’s keep each other in prayer. 

 

     I can’t think of anything else to tell you, except once again that it is a blessing to serve as your pastor.  Thank you for your kindness, your 

patience, and your faith.  You are welcome to call me with any questions or to request a visit. 

 

Yours fondly in the Lord, 

Father Eric 
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