


READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 14, 2020
SUN 6/14  Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 [12]/1 Cor 10:16-

17/Jn 6:51-58    

MON 6/15  1 Kgs 21:1-16/Ps 5:2-3ab, 4b-6a, 6b-7 [2b]/Mt 5:38-42

TUE 6/16 1 Kgs 21:17-29/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 11 and 16 [cf. 3a]/Mt 5:43-48

WED 6/17 2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14/Ps 31:20, 21, 24 [25]/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18

THR 6/18 Sir 48:1-14/Ps 97:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7 [12a]/Mt 6:7-15

FRI 6/19 Dt 7:6-11/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 10 [cf. 17]/1 Jn 4:7-16/Mt 
11:25-30

SAT 6/20 2 Chr 24:17-25/Ps 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd [cf. 1]/Lk 2:41-51

SUN 6/21 Jer 20:10-13/Ps 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35 [14c]/Rom 5:12-15/ 
Mt 10:26-33
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LIVE THE LITURGY  
Inspiration for the week 
They recognized him in the breaking of bread. This was the amazing revelation or 
epiphany that occurred on the Road to Emmaus. Bread that had been transformed 
into the Body of Christ opened the eyes of the disciples and showed them who was 
really with them. Their hearts were burning. Sometimes we struggle with our belief 
in the Eucharist because we make it too much of an intellectual challenge. If God’s 
divinity was wed to humanity in the incarnation of Christ, then why is it not possible 
for God to take simple elements of bread and wine and transform them into his 

Himself. Become what you eat and allow God to embrace your soul and touch that 
part of you that no one else can touch.

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 14, 2020 
Sunday: The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ; Flag Day

Friday: The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

Saturday: The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary; World Refugee Day

Sunday: 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Father’s Day

I have  
called you  
by name, 
and you 
are mine.

WEEKLY PRAYER
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FIRST READING 
“Not by bread alone does one live,
but by every word that comes forth 

from the mouth of the LORD.” (Dt 8:3b)

PSALM
Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.  

(Ps 147) or Alleluia

SECOND READING
Because the loaf of bread is one, 
we, though many, are one body, 
for we all partake of the one loaf. 

 (1 Cor 10:17)

GOSPEL

and my blood is true drink.
 

my blood remains in me  
and I in him.” (Jn 6:55-56)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of Psalm 
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 
1997, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL MEDITATION   
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

It is no wonder that followers of Christ are called the Body of Christ. After all, sharing 
in the same spiritual food and sacred meal, they become what they eat and reveal 
the Divine Image. There is so much power for healing in the community of believers. 
Through the Eucharist, Christ becomes as present in those who have partaken of 
his Body and Blood as he has the elements themselves. The very presence of God 
touches the depths of the human soul and visits a part of us that no human being 
can ever hope to explore. We are God’s. The sacred Eucharistic meal is a celebration 
of intimacy, the reunion of two loves in constant search of and longing for the other.

The community of believers receives the power and the presence to touch and heal 
in the name of the One they have welcomed within. It is now within their grasp to 
change the way life is lived and to more intentionally put into practice the Beatitudes 
that the Divine Guest has revealed. We are asked to be like Christ and work to create 

One who makes a home within calls us to live a life that transforms. We are changed 
ourselves and now become agents of change for others. We are the Body of Christ. 
God is with us. We have been nourished.

Sadly, many are afraid to try. We know what we are called to do, but we struggle 
with feelings of doubt as to whether God really is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
Do our systems have to change? Is it possible that we somehow missed the mark 
when we put all of our social networks in place and established the business of our 
lives? Perhaps we have to radically rethink our approach and that can scare us. We 
might have to give something up or change, and we don’t want to. As long as want, 
injustice, division, prejudice, and scarcity still exit, there is tremendous work  
for the Body of Christ.

WORSHIP & MEDITATION



WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained:  
Mary and the Saints

Question:
Why do Catholics pray to Mary and the saints? 

Answer:
One of the statements of faith we make when 
we pray the Nicene Creed and the Apostles 
Creed is that we believe in “the communion of 
saints.” The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
reminds us that this communion (another word 
for community) includes all the faithful on earth, 
the souls in Purgatory, and the blessed women, 
men, and children who are in heaven. This 
teaching is grounded in our belief that, through 
Baptism, we are united with Christ and to  
one another with bonds that are stronger  
even than death. 

And so from the time of the early Church, 
Christians have turned to other believers for 
prayers and assistance, including those who have 

prayers of all of His children. While we ask the 
saints (and one another) for prayers and support, 
we remember that the saints join us in prayer. 

When we think of Mary and the saints in heaven, 
we have to remember that we can turn to them 
for intercession and assistance because they 
were faulted, limited human beings, just like us. 
This means that they are able to understand 
our struggles, doubts, fears, joys, and hopes. 
But as we learn their stories, we can also begin 
to recognize that they stand out in the history 
of the Church because they persevered in their 
commitment to follow Christ. Whether they were 
ordained, vowed religious, martyrs, husbands, 
wives, or even children, they show us that 
holiness is possible. We can not only follow 

 
their prayerful support. 

Our devotion to the saints and gratitude for 
their witness, prayers, and protection should 
also be an inspiration for us, especially when we 
become aware of the needs of others or when 
others ask us to pray for them. We are called to 
share the blessings we receive. This is also part 
of our own journey of growing in holiness. 
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PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments
The Heart of Stewardship

What else is there to give when one has already given away one’s body and one’s life? 
What more can one say or do to demonstrate love for another when all one had has been 

had for us on the way to his Passion, at the institution of the Holy Eucharist. This is the 
love he has for us daily in the celebration of the Mass on altars in every church, in every 
city, in every nation on earth. No one can give more. No one can ask for more. This is the 
true heart of Christian stewardship.

on what has actually taken place with bread and wine becoming the presence of the 

have the privilege to take that Real Presence into your body at the meal where you are an 
honored guest, you become one with the One who is the embodiment of stewardship. 

encountered at this feast?” The answer is you can begin with the simple actions of the 
day: where will you go, whom will you meet, and in what work will you partake? Jesus 
Christ has shown that the greatest gift ever given can be disguised in this world in a piece 
of bread. By joining your body to his, he can now transform human hearts, not by grand 
acts, but by everyday acts, by everyday people, practicing Everyday Stewardship.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

LITURGICAL LIFE

RESPONDINGCallto the



SUPPORT OUR  
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers need your help  

Please show your support for 
your parish by also supporting our 
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week 
without them, and right now they 
need your help more than ever. Please 
encourage and remind others to show 
their support and shop local during 
these hard times!
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 

First Reading
Moses reminds the Israelites of how God’s miraculous gifts of manna (bread) and water 
(early images of the Eucharist) helped them through their trials and tribulations. How would 

Second Reading
Paul spoke of how the believers in Corinth celebrating the Eucharist were engaged in an  
act of “participation” in the Body and Blood of Christ. How do you imagine the Corinthians 
reacting to this description? 

Gospel Reading
We hear in today’s Gospel the closing remarks from Jesus’ Bread of Life discourse. As a 
Christian who believes in the Eucharist, how would you answer the Jews’ original question: 

“Just as the living Father 
sent me and I have life 

because of the Father, so 
also the one who feeds on me 
will have life because of me. 
This is the bread that came 
down from heaven. Unlike 

your ancestors who ate and 
still died, whoever eats this 

bread will live forever.” 

–Jn 6:57 - 58
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  

©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD

LITURGICAL LIFE



     

 
More Than One Company Insurance Agent 

Shelley Rhea - Parishioner 
I Care If Your Family Is Properly Covered 

815-732-3148
1022 S IL Rt 2 •  Oregon, IL 61061

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

Kaufman’s Oregon SuperValu
Jim Kaufman, Owner

 

204 North Fourth Street     (815) 732-7870

Oregon, IL  61061      Fax: (815) 732-7600

Jones Funeral Homes
Dixon-Amboy

815-288-2241
www.thejonesfh.com

  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Mary, Oregon, IL. & St. Mary, Polo IL. A 4C 01-0080

St. Vincent de Paul Society
St. Mary Church • Oregon, IL 61061
SVDP Hot Line 815-732-4093 

Volunteers Needed!

201 N. 4th st. 732-7340 

Oregon 732-7228

Paul L. Smith 

Enrolled Agent – Accountant
2-4 W. Hitt St., , Mt. Morris, IL 61054

(815) 734-6250
Fax (815) 734-4547

paullouissmithus@yahoo.com

VETERINARY CLINIC
Thomas E. Hughes, DVM

Office: (815) 938-3538
  800-440-3538
205 First Avenue, P.O. Box 337 

Forreston, IL 61030
www.forrestonvetclinic.com

Knights of Columbus
Oregon Council #1092

MEETING EVERY 
1st/3rd MON. 
K of C CENTER

ST. MARY PARISH CENTER
MIKE KUHN, GRAND KNIGHT

 

BUSINESS MACHINES 
OFFICE FURNISHINGS 
OFFICE SUPPLIES

Phone (815) 732-2392 
FAX (815) 732-6140

Compliments of

JACOBS 
Builders LLC
Custom Homes & Remodeling

815-285-1360

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS of AMERICA 
COURT OREGON NO. 1337

MEETINGS 
EVERY 2ND MONDAY 

ST. MARY CHURCH 
OREGON 

ST. ANTHONY HALL

(815) 440-5300
TRUDY WHALEN, REGENT

Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant

*Dine-in   Carry-out*

DELIVERY

    Oregon Rochelle 
 732-2774 562-3312

770 N. Peace Rd., Dekalb, IL 60115 

815.787.0802 

Hours: Mon-Fri 10am-6pm • Sat 11am-3pm

 
Dr. Darrin G Vits  Optometrist

NOW OPEN
Rock Falls Dixon

723 West Route 30  847 N. Galena Ave
815-625-6195  815-994-4100

Simply Better Pharmacies!

Merlin’s Greenhouse & Flowers 
and  

The Other Side Boutique

(815) 732-2969

300 Mix St., Oregon, IL 61061
www.merlinsgreenhouseandflowers.com

Jason T. Beyers
F.I.R.S.T. NCB Inc.

31150 Harvest Rd, Lanark, IL 61046

www.firstseedtests.com
Home: 815.493.900  5     Fax: 815.493.8004     Mobile: 815.985.7369

email: beyers@frontiernet.net

815-626-2211
Residential   |   Commercial

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Rock Falls, IL
Mon 12–3pm • Wed 5–8pm • Sat 9–12pm

(815) 625-6520

Your Cabinet & 
Countertop Specialists

925 Depot Ave., Dixon, IL 61021

815-284-6564

McDonald Funeral Home & Crematory

 
520 Holcomb Ave, Milledgeville 

815-626-6311

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

Johnson Oil Company
Express Lane • Gas & Food Marts

In The Rock River Valley

DeForest Dental PC 
606 W. Washington Street • Oregon

www.deforestdental.com
PROUD CATHOLIC FAMILY 
helping the community with 
their smiles for over 25 years!

We Welcome New Patients!

815.732.3225

Matthew Hermes 
(815) 288-4648

www.heartlandrealty.info
Homes | Farms | Management


