


OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 21, 2020
Sunday:  12th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Father’s Day

Monday: St. Paulinus of Nola, Bishop; Sts. John Fisher, Bishop, and 
  Thomas More, Martyrs

Wednesday: The Nativity of St. John the Baptist

Saturday: St. Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Next Sunday: 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Readings for the week of June 21, 2020
SUN 6/21 Jer 20:10-13/Ps 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35 [14c]/Rom 5:12-15/Mt 

10:26-33

MON 6/22 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18/Ps 60:3, 4-5, 12-13 [7b]/Mt 7:1-5

TUE 6/23 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36/Ps 48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 10-11 [cf. 
9d]/Mt 7:6, 12-14

WED 6/24 Vigil: Jer 1:4-10/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15, 17 [6b]/1 Pt 1:8-12/
Lk 1:5-17. Day: Is 49:1-6/Ps 139:1-3, 13-14, 14-15 [14a]/Acts 
13:22-26/Lk 1:57-66, 80

THR 6/25 2 Kgs 24:8-17/Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9 [9]/Mt 7:21-29

FRI 6/26 2 Kgs 25:1-12/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 [6ab]/Mt 8:1-4

SAT 6/27 Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19/Ps 74:1b-2, 3-5, 6-7, 20-21 [19b]/Mt 8:5-17

SUN 6/28 2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Ps 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19 [2a]/Rom 6:3-4, 
8-11/Mt 10:37-42  
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LIVE THE LITURGY  
Inspiration for the week 
Jesus knows that the challenges a disciple of the Gospel will face in the world are 
real. He tells all of us point blank, “Do not be afraid.” There are many things we 
can fear as we attempt to live the Gospel: unpopularity, being rebuked, rejection, 
anger, being challenged, having to defend ourselves, standing alone, insecurity, 
failure, and even death. Many folks know that their faith calls them to live life 
more deliberately and radically but are cowards when it comes to putting it into 
practice. We easily justify sticking with the “acceptable” norms with which we 
are accustomed. These only serve to keep us stuck and mired in mediocrity. The 

and change us. We do not have to fear anything, even death. Sometimes, living 
with our fears brings us a sadly disordered sense of comfort. Maybe what we really 
fear above all else is change.

Nothing 
can 

seperate us 
from his 

love.

WEEKLY PRAYER



GOSPEL MEDITATION   
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
There are many things of which we can be afraid: being rebuked, rejection, anger, 
being challenged, having to defend ourselves, standing alone, insecurity, failure, 
and even death. For some, identifying and overcoming their fears is a daunting task. 

they remain close friends with old and dysfunctional behavioral habits and norms. 
Maybe what they really fear is change. There are many who gravitate to the familiar 

in mediocrity. Human beings have to learn that there is life beyond the “what has 
always been” and that happiness and depth are possible when old structures and 
systems have to be left behind.

Can you leave the near and dear, the comfortable and familiar, the safe and secure, 
and discover new opportunities? The shear thought of doing so can bring on feelings 
of apprehension, intense anger, resentment, defensiveness, reluctance, resistance, 
and even apathy. If we have to be responsible for making the change, cowardice can 
creep in. If someone else is to blame for making the change, any number of possible 
negative reactions are possible. In the end, only one thing is required and that is God. 
If I can rely on and deepen my relationship with God, especially in the Eucharist along 

out what is really important. It is not always what we think.

The Gospel calls us to stretch ourselves and try new things, not to remain stuck 
and stagnant in familiar ways. We are asked to live life more deliberately, radically, 
and intentionally. We are asked to leave the familiar behind and learn to live with 
changing, and often limiting, human structures. We cannot get too caught up in the 
physical, ideological, or structural systems we are used to. The Holy Spirit always 

thought we could do. Always seek the path to joy and love. They keep us from falling 
victim to our fears and from seeking the nostalgic crutches we think we need to 
achieve a sense of well-being and happiness.
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FIRST READING 
“Sing to the LORD,
praise the LORD,

For he has rescued the life of the poor
from the power of the wicked!”  

(Jer 20:13)

PSALM
Lord, in your great love,  

answer me. (Ps 69)

SECOND READING
But the gift is not like the transgression. 
For if by that one person’s transgression 
the many died, how much more did the 
grace of God and the gracious gift of the 

many. (Rom 5:12-15)

GOSPEL
“Everyone who acknowledges me 

before others  I will acknowledge before 
my heavenly Father.” (Mt 10:32)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm 

Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 
1997, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

WORSHIP & MEDITATION



WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained:  
The Sign of Peace

Question:
Why do Catholics give the sign of peace to one 
another at Mass? 

Answer:
The sign of peace is a part of the Mass that 

Lord’s Prayer. Inspired by the Jesus’ words to 

of communion to pray as Jesus taught us: “Our 
Father who art in heaven…” In this prayer, we call 
for the coming of God’s kingdom in all its fullness 
and ask that God provides for our needs — “Give 
us, this day, our daily bread” — to forgive our 
sins and to bring us to the joy of heaven. 

It is almost natural, then, that the rite of peace 
would follow. As the celebrant prays that Christ’s 

Church, and the whole world, we extend to 
those around us a sign of peace (usually a hug 
or a handshake) as a symbol of the communion 
that we experience now and will experience 
forever in the fullness of the reign of God. 

We are also reminded of Jesus’ teachings that if 
we are at prayer and remember that a brother 
or sister is holding something against us, then 
we are to go and seek reconciliation with them 
before we continue our prayer (see Matthew 
5:23). And so, the sign of peace also reminds us 
of the need to truly be in communion — united 
in love and peace — with God and one another 
before we approach the altar to receive the 
Eucharist. 

So, the next time you’re at Mass and the time 
comes for the sign of peace, remember that 
this is a moment to celebrate the gift of Christ’s 
peace that each of us has received from God 
and to pass that peace along to those around 
us. We need this moment to practice, because 
this is also the same peace of Christ that we are 
instructed to carry out into the world at the end 
of Mass when the priest or deacon says to us, 
“Go, in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.” 
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PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments
Will You Say Yes?

confronting possible execution. Your crime is believing in Jesus Christ. The question is 
then asked of you, “Are you a Christian, a follower of the one named Jesus Christ?” Your 
answer may very well dictate what happens to you next. What is your answer?

It is probably easier to answer this question when the scenario is make-believe. All of 
us want to believe that we would say yes to the question of belief in Jesus, but strange 

we would say, there are those all over the world who are being asked that very same 

Those who respond “yes” are considered martyrs and saints. 

We might not usually think of all this in terms of good stewardship living. However, our 
faith is also a gift we have received from God to cultivate, grow, and share with others. 
The more interesting question than the one posed above is, “Would an accuser even 
think of asking you such a question?” Would you have cultivated, grown, and shared 
your faith enough that anyone would even consider you worthy of asking the question? 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

LITURGICAL LIFE

RESPONDINGCallto the



SUPPORT OUR  
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers need your help  

Please show your support for 
your parish by also supporting our 
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week 
without them, and right now they 
need your help more than ever. Please 
encourage and remind others to show 
their support and shop local during 
these hard times!
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 

First Reading
We hear how the prophet Jeremiah turned to God as he struggled mentally and emotionally 

Second Reading
Paul speaks of Adam and Christ to describe God’s gift of salvation to all who believe. What do 

Gospel Reading
Jesus forewarns his disciples that following him will involve risks and even persecution. 
Where do you experience risk and/or ridicule as a person of faith? 

“So do not be afraid; you 

are worth more than many 

sparrows. Everyone who 

acknowledges me before 

others I will acknowledge 

before my heavenly Father. 

But whoever denies me 

before others, I will deny 

before my heavenly Father.” 

- Mt 10:31-33

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD.

LITURGICAL LIFE



     

 
More Than One Company Insurance Agent 

Shelley Rhea - Parishioner 
I Care If Your Family Is Properly Covered 

815-732-3148
1022 S IL Rt 2 •  Oregon, IL 61061

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

Kaufman’s Oregon SuperValu
Jim Kaufman, Owner

 

204 North Fourth Street     (815) 732-7870

Oregon, IL  61061      Fax: (815) 732-7600

Jones Funeral Homes
Dixon-Amboy

815-288-2241
www.thejonesfh.com

  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Mary, Oregon, IL. & St. Mary, Polo IL. A 4C 01-0080

St. Vincent de Paul Society
St. Mary Church • Oregon, IL 61061
SVDP Hot Line 815-732-4093 

Volunteers Needed!

201 N. 4th st. 732-7340 

Oregon 732-7228

Paul L. Smith 

Enrolled Agent – Accountant
2-4 W. Hitt St., , Mt. Morris, IL 61054

(815) 734-6250
Fax (815) 734-4547

paullouissmithus@yahoo.com

VETERINARY CLINIC
Thomas E. Hughes, DVM

Office: (815) 938-3538
  800-440-3538
205 First Avenue, P.O. Box 337 

Forreston, IL 61030
www.forrestonvetclinic.com

Knights of Columbus
Oregon Council #1092

MEETING EVERY 
1st/3rd MON. 
K of C CENTER

ST. MARY PARISH CENTER
MIKE KUHN, GRAND KNIGHT

 

BUSINESS MACHINES 
OFFICE FURNISHINGS 
OFFICE SUPPLIES

Phone (815) 732-2392 
FAX (815) 732-6140

Compliments of

JACOBS 
Builders LLC
Custom Homes & Remodeling

815-285-1360

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS of AMERICA 
COURT OREGON NO. 1337

MEETINGS 
EVERY 2ND MONDAY 

ST. MARY CHURCH 
OREGON 

ST. ANTHONY HALL

(815) 440-5300
TRUDY WHALEN, REGENT

Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant

*Dine-in   Carry-out*

DELIVERY

    Oregon Rochelle 
 732-2774 562-3312

770 N. Peace Rd., Dekalb, IL 60115 

815.787.0802 

Hours: Mon-Fri 10am-6pm • Sat 11am-3pm

 
Dr. Darrin G Vits  Optometrist

NOW OPEN
Rock Falls Dixon

723 West Route 30  847 N. Galena Ave
815-625-6195  815-994-4100

Simply Better Pharmacies!

Merlin’s Greenhouse & Flowers 
and  

The Other Side Boutique

(815) 732-2969

300 Mix St., Oregon, IL 61061
www.merlinsgreenhouseandflowers.com

Jason T. Beyers
F.I.R.S.T. NCB Inc.

31150 Harvest Rd, Lanark, IL 61046

www.firstseedtests.com
Home: 815.493.900  5     Fax: 815.493.8004     Mobile: 815.985.7369

email: beyers@frontiernet.net

815-626-2211
Residential   |   Commercial

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Rock Falls, IL
Mon 12–3pm • Wed 5–8pm • Sat 9–12pm

(815) 625-6520

Your Cabinet & 
Countertop Specialists

925 Depot Ave., Dixon, IL 61021

815-284-6564

McDonald Funeral Home & Crematory

 
520 Holcomb Ave, Milledgeville 

815-626-6311

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

Johnson Oil Company
Express Lane • Gas & Food Marts

In The Rock River Valley

DeForest Dental PC 
606 W. Washington Street • Oregon

www.deforestdental.com
PROUD CATHOLIC FAMILY 
helping the community with 
their smiles for over 25 years!

We Welcome New Patients!

815.732.3225

Matthew Hermes 
(815) 288-4648

www.heartlandrealty.info
Homes | Farms | Management


