


READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 2, 2020
SUN 8/2  Is 55:1-3/Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18 [cf. 16]/Rom 8:35, 37-39/ 

Mt 14:13-21

MON 8/3 Jer 28:1-17/Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95, 102 [68b]/Mt 14:22-36

TUE 8/4 Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22/Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and 22-23 [17]/
Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14

WED 8/5 Jer 31:1-7/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13 [cf. 10d]/Mt 15:21-28

THR 8/6 Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9 [1a, 9a]/2 Pt 1:16-19/Mt 17:1-9

FRI 8/7 Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7/Dt 32:35cd-36ab, 39abcd, 41 [39c]/ 
Mt 16:24-28

SAT 8/8 Hb 1:12—2:4/Ps 9:8-9, 10-11, 12-13 [11b]/Mt 17:14-20

SUN 7/26 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a/Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/Rom 9:1-5/ 
Mt 14:22-33
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LIVE THE LITURGY  
Inspiration for the week 

What do you really hope and hunger for? We are most familiar with our 
physical hungers and cravings as they are quite obvious. What we don’t 
always realize is that we also have emotional and spiritual hungers. Many 
are starving for acceptance and love. Many others hunger for a sense of 
purpose, more focused direction, and deeper connection and meaning. 
Our hungers can easily get confused. We think we are in need of one thing 
but are actually being driven by another. We need to recognize and pursue 

with lesser, and not always healthier, things. God, ultimately through the 
Eucharist, is the only One who can quench our more profound thirsts.  
Have we discovered this yet?

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 2, 2020 
Sunday:  18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Tuesday: St. John Vianney, Priest

Wednesday: The Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major

Thursday:

Friday:  St. Sixtus II, Pope, and Companions, Martyrs; St. Cajetan, Priest

Saturday: St. Dominic, Priest

Next Sunday: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Transfiguration  
of the 

Lord
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WEEKLY PRAYER
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FIRST READING 
Come to me heedfully,

listen, that you may have life. (Is 55:3a)

PSALM
 

all our needs. (Ps 145)

SECOND READING
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life,

nor angels, nor principalities,
nor present things, nor future things,

nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature will be able to separate us

(Rom 8:38-39)

GOSPEL

looking up to heaven,
he said the blessing, broke the loaves,

and gave them to the disciples,
who in turn gave them to the crowds.

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of Psalm 
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 
1997, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL MEDITATION   
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
Many people in our world are hungry and thirsty. This hunger and thirst go well beyond 
physical needs for food, security, and shelter. Many are emotionally and spiritually 
parched, too. Behind every act of violence is a soul who hungers. People live with 
relationships that actually starve them. They are abused, exploited, disrespected, 
laughed at, and marginalized. There is a lot of confusion and inner pain that needs to be 
acknowledged and expressed. We all long to be understood and loved, even when our 

pain? Folks often wander through life without any real direction or purpose and take their 
cues from what seems satisfying or popular at the moment. The deeper dots of our lives 

thirst for an ultimate love.

It’s easier to see the physical hungers and thirsts. We try to respond to these as best we 
can. Much more needs to be done. With all that God’s earth can provide, nobody ought 
to face sleep at night with a belly that’s empty. It’s sinful. It’s unjust. But isn’t all hunger 
unjust? It doesn’t need to be, and it should not be. Just as no one ought to be physically 

spiritual hungers and thirst by acting on impulse or self-indulgence, carelessly following 
passions, or by seeking self-destructive ways to dull the ache of emptiness.

Folks need to know where to look for nourishment and need the right friends to help 

crowd. With God, all things are possible. Our faith provides the direction for where God’s 

so that justice and equity can be a reality for all. It also tells us how to respond to pain, 
sinfulness, and confusion. Come to the water and then help another get there.©LPi
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WORSHIP & MEDITATION



WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained: 
Sunday Mass

Question:
Why do Catholics need to go to Mass 
every Sunday?

Answer:
The heart of the Church’s instruction that we 
are to attend Mass on Sundays goes back to the 
Third Commandment: “Take care to keep holy 

commanded you” (Deuteronomy 5:12). Although 
the Jewish People celebrate the Sabbath on 

to observe the sabbath on Sunday, recognizing how 
important it is for Christians to celebrate the day 
that Jesus rose from the dead. As the United States 
Catholic Catechism for Adults observes, “Sunday 
extends the celebration of Easter throughout the 
year … It makes present the new creation brought 
about by Christ” (364).

The focus of our Sunday should be the celebration 
of the Eucharist in the Mass. This is our time to 
be formed by God’s Word and nourished at the 

and share our faith in the week that follows. In 
his encyclical, Dies Domini, Pope Saint John Paul 
II reminded us that Christians “cannot live their 
faith or share fully in the life of the Christian 
community unless they take part regularly in the 
Sunday Eucharistic assembly” (no. 81). This is why 
the Church teaches us that Sunday Mass is a non-
negotiable part of being a Christian (see Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, no. 2192).

Beyond being a time of worship, we should also 
remember that Sunday is intended to be a day of 
rest, when we make time for recreation, for sharing 
meals, and enjoying the company of friends and 
family. Sunday is given to as a day to take stock of 
and enjoy the blessings that God has given us (see 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2187). Pope 
Francis reminds us, “The day of rest, centered on 
the Eucharist, sheds its light on the whole week, 
and motivates us to greater concern for nature and 
the poor” (Laudato Si’, no. 237).
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PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments
The Power of a Simple Action

I remember seeing a story on a morning news program about a little girl who wanted 
to give an elderly man in a grocery store a hug. She had no way of knowing that this 
man had just lost his wife of many years and now felt so very alone and depressed. 

insistent about giving a hug she moved the shopping carts close together so the 
exchange could take place. No one knew that from that moment on the little girl 
would ask to visit her new friend at least once a week for the next four years until he 
passed away. In an interview soon after the initial encounter, the man said, “I haven’t 
been this happy in some time.” Imagine the joy that relationship brought to them 
both over the years!

It was just a moment. It was a simple gesture. Yet, it had a large impact that no one 
could have predicted. You never know what will result when we give just a little 
of ourselves. That uncertainty too often leads us to hold back or refrain from the 
simple actions of love or gestures of generosity that could come so easily for us if 
we wanted. We should never doubt the power of a simple random act of kindness. 

the opportunity presents itself often to plant a small seed that God can water and 
nourish so that something beautiful can grow.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

LITURGICAL LIFE

RESPONDINGCallto the



SUPPORT OUR  
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers need your help  

Please show your support for 
your parish by also supporting our 
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week 
without them, and right now they 
need your help more than ever. Please 
encourage and remind others to show 
their support and shop local during 
these hard times!
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 

First Reading
Near the end of Israel’s captivity in Babylon (597-538 BC), the prophet Isaiah spoke of the 

been generous in gifts to you and your family?

Second Reading
In his letter to the Christians in Rome, Paul speaks of God’s inseparable bond of love for us 
through Jesus Christ. In what ways does this sense of God’s love for us help you in times of 
stress and anxiety?

Gospel Reading
In the immediate aftermath of the news of the death of John the Baptist, Matthew reports 
that Jesus, “moved with pity,” cured those who were sick in the crowds and fed the entire 
crowd of 5,000. How do you react toward others for whom you feel “pity”?

He said the blessing,  
broke the loaves, and gave 

them to the disciples, who in 
turn gave them to the crowds. 

and they picked up the 
fragments left over— twelve 

wicker baskets full. Those  

thousand men, not counting 
women and children.

– Mt 14:19c-21
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  

©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD
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More Than One Company Insurance Agent 

Shelley Rhea - Parishioner 
I Care If Your Family Is Properly Covered 

815-732-3148
1022 S IL Rt 2 •  Oregon, IL 61061

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

Kaufman’s Oregon SuperValu
Jim Kaufman, Owner

 

204 North Fourth Street     (815) 732-7870

Oregon, IL  61061      Fax: (815) 732-7600

Jones Funeral Homes
Dixon-Amboy

815-288-2241
www.thejonesfh.com

  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Mary, Oregon, IL. & St. Mary, Polo IL. A 4C 01-0080

St. Vincent de Paul Society
St. Mary Church • Oregon, IL 61061
SVDP Hot Line 815-732-4093 

Volunteers Needed!

201 N. 4th st. 732-7340 

Oregon 732-7228

Paul L. Smith 

Enrolled Agent – Accountant
2-4 W. Hitt St., , Mt. Morris, IL 61054

(815) 734-6250
Fax (815) 734-4547

paullouissmithus@yahoo.com

VETERINARY CLINIC
Thomas E. Hughes, DVM

Office: (815) 938-3538
  800-440-3538
205 First Avenue, P.O. Box 337 

Forreston, IL 61030
www.forrestonvetclinic.com

Knights of Columbus
Oregon Council #1092

MEETING EVERY 
1st/3rd MON. 
K of C CENTER

ST. MARY PARISH CENTER
MIKE KUHN, GRAND KNIGHT

 

BUSINESS MACHINES 
OFFICE FURNISHINGS 
OFFICE SUPPLIES

Phone (815) 732-2392 
FAX (815) 732-6140

Compliments of

JACOBS 
Builders LLC
Custom Homes & Remodeling

815-285-1360

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS of AMERICA 
COURT OREGON NO. 1337

MEETINGS 
EVERY 2ND MONDAY 

ST. MARY CHURCH 
OREGON 

ST. ANTHONY HALL

(815) 440-5300
TRUDY WHALEN, REGENT

Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant

*Dine-in   Carry-out*

DELIVERY

    Oregon Rochelle 
 732-2774 562-3312

770 N. Peace Rd., Dekalb, IL 60115 

815.787.0802 

Hours: Mon-Fri 10am-6pm • Sat 11am-3pm

 
Dr. Darrin G Vits  Optometrist

NOW OPEN
Rock Falls Dixon

723 West Route 30  847 N. Galena Ave
815-625-6195  815-994-4100

Simply Better Pharmacies!

Merlin’s Greenhouse & Flowers 
and  

The Other Side Boutique

(815) 732-2969

300 Mix St., Oregon, IL 61061
www.merlinsgreenhouseandflowers.com

Jason T. Beyers
F.I.R.S.T. NCB Inc.

31150 Harvest Rd, Lanark, IL 61046

www.firstseedtests.com
Home: 815.493.900  5     Fax: 815.493.8004     Mobile: 815.985.7369

email: beyers@frontiernet.net

815-626-2211
Residential   |   Commercial

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Rock Falls, IL
Mon 12–3pm • Wed 5–8pm • Sat 9–12pm

(815) 625-6520

Your Cabinet & 
Countertop Specialists

925 Depot Ave., Dixon, IL 61021

815-284-6564

McDonald Funeral Home & Crematory

 
520 Holcomb Ave, Milledgeville 

815-626-6311

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

Johnson Oil Company
Express Lane • Gas & Food Marts

In The Rock River Valley

DeForest Dental PC 
606 W. Washington Street • Oregon

www.deforestdental.com
PROUD CATHOLIC FAMILY 
helping the community with 
their smiles for over 25 years!

We Welcome New Patients!

815.732.3225

Matthew Hermes 
(815) 288-4648

www.heartlandrealty.info
Homes | Farms | Management


