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The Good Word�

ST .  AGNES CONGREGATION 

Dear parish family: 

 

Every time I write there is so much uncertainty in what I write because this 

letter is published a month after I write it.  Today is like that because as I 

write, the Corona Virus is the hot topic.  Today, about twenty kids were out 

of school for just the flu.  As you read this, our whole town God forbid may 

be staying home in some type of quarantine.  Thankfully, that will probably 

not be the case.  We move on with life towards our Easter celebration 

knowing God is the author of our futures if we let Him be the master of our 

lives.  When we invite God to do that, things are so much easier and our 

anxiety levels will be much lower. 

 

If you remember, about three years ago at our Town hall meeting, I an-

nounced that our parish and St. Joe’s of Wauwatosa would eventually share 

a pastor.  That was the vision of the diocese because of the fact that three 

years ago, we had 300 priests for the 200 parishes.  Of those 300 priests, 

100 were over the age of 75.  Another 100 were over the age of 65.  Do 

you see the math problem we have here?  There are still about 200 parish-

es for the 100 priests, who have not reached retirement age.  Every April 

the diocese rearranges priests whose terms have expired and this year, is 

my turn.  I am finishing my eighth year at St. Agnes and it is unlikely I will be 

given more time here.  I will find out for sure around May 1st or so.  St. Ag-

nes will have a pastor appointed in June that will become pastor of St. Joe’s 

in 2021 when Fr. Dennis retires and the plan the diocese will be fulfilled 

when that happens. 

 

So right now, there is a lot of uncertainty in our world with the virus, our 

elections and stock market for that matter, and the prospect of having a 

new pastor.  There are the pictures in Hafford Hall of many priests who 

have gone before me and I feel blessed that I was given the opportunity to 

serve here.  It is not the pastor who makes a parish.  It is always the people 

of God who sustain it and bring forth God to the community.  There will be 

a new pastor, and then another, and then another.  People also come and 

go, that is the nature of a community.  While we have each other, we be-

come intimately connected in the life of this community and grow in the 

grace that God wishes for us.  The Eucharist keeps us connected no matter 

where we are.  Let us have a great Easter season together.   

 

God bless all, 

 

Fr. Mark 
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Lenten Series on DICSIPLESHIP 

 

 On March 1

st

, 2

nd

, and 3

rd

 parishioners from St. Agnes, St. 

James and Good Shepherd Parishes gathered to listen to two dy-

namic speakers about our call to be DISCIPLES. Mary Matestic and 

Dr. Dan Scholz presented DICSIPLESHIP as our mission from Je-

sus to go out and share the Good News. Through Scripture we 

learned what it means for us in the Twenty-first Century.  

 On Sunday night Mary Matestic reminded us that the Sa-

cred Scripture is just as meaningful to us today as it was back in 

Jesus’ day. Dr. Dan Scholz discussed three different encounters 

with Jesus from the Gospel of John that shows us what it looks 

like to be a disciple. These encounters are as relevant today as 

they were in Jesus’ day. 

 Each night began with Song and Prayer. The speakers drew us into their messages and engaged 

us in conversation about what it means to be a disciple in our own family and community circles. A 

brief period of question and answers concluded with a final prayer and sending forth song. Fellowship in 

Kemp Hall finished off the night.                                                                                                                              
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RCIA and the Easter Sacraments:  

First Communion and Confirmation 

Shelly Fellin, Christian Formation Coordinator 

 

  Every year at the Easter Vigil we renew our baptismal promises and celebrate  with the 

whole Church those sacraments that unite us as the Body of Christ.  At the Easter Vigil on 

April 11 we will welcome into the Catholic Church three new members.  Eric Vazquez 

and Rachel Cowell will receive both the Sacraments of Baptism and  

Confirmation and will also receive their First Holy Communion which fully unites them into 

the Body of Christ. Michael Cowell will be received into the Catholic Church at the Easter 

Vigil. He will also receive the Sacrament of Confirmation and make his First Holy  

Communion as well. Rachel and Michael’s son Brandon Cowell, who is a St. Agnes School 

K5 student, will be baptized at the Easter Vigil as well making this a special day for the Cowell family. 

Tiffiany Vazquez will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation which complete her Sacraments of Initiation. 

Please congratulate all of them and welcome them into the St. Agnes Parish family.  

 

 

The Easter Sacrament: First Communion and Confirmation 

The Easter Season is the time to celebrate the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion. This year 

we have 15 children who will receive their First Communion at the Masses the weekend of May 2/3. They 

are: 

Nathaniel Diderrich Gerrick Orvis    Annabelle Arends 

Joleen Haas Olivia Poster    Isaac Gaytan 

Laila Hayes Samantha Spredemann   Tucker Ricchio 

Henry Keefe Thomas Kramer    Dylan Ruscher 

Daniela McDermott Jackson Meier    Harrison Jaskie 

All our First Communicants will have the opportunity to lead us in a procession for our May Crowning on  

Sunday, May 17, after the 8:30 AM Mass. Please keep our First Communicants in your prayers. 

 

We have 6 St Agnes students along with  3 Blessed Savior students as well as students from St. Joseph Par-

ish, Wauwatosa who will be Confirmed by  Bishop Jeffery Haines  at a ceremony at St. Joseph Parish, on  

April 26 at 2:00 PM.  These Candidates for Confirmation are:  

Ella Gebhardt  Logan Bell  Francis Faye*  

Daniel Kramer  Taylor Tagliavia Laetitia Faye* 

Madison Ruege  Ryan Patoka  Shawn Memiaghe* 

     (*Blessed Savior Parish students) 

Due to a scheduling conflict, Grace Nadolski and Olivia Nadolski will Be 

Confirmed at St. John Vianney Parish , Brookfield, on May 15th by Bishop 

James Schuerman.   

Please keep all of our candidates in your prayers.   
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“TUITION ANGELS” 

 for Students of St. Agnes School 

 

 

Please help!!! Each year St. Agnes parish and school offer financial help to those 

families that choose to send their children to a Catholic School, but find the cost 

of tuition a financial burden to their families. The idea of “Tuition Angels” stemmed 

from a parishioner offering financial help to families anonymously. “Tuition Angels” is 

an opportunity to perform an act of good will without regard to receiving verification of the end re-

sult.   

 

If you are in a position to be a “Tuition Angel” and make a charitable donation to benefit St. Agnes 

School and school families, please contact the Parish or School office.   

 

Thank you for your help in our efforts to offer families the opportunity to send their chil-

dren to our Catholic school! 

 

Thank you for your support of St. Agnes School!      

 

 Your prayers are working. Our school is growing in faith, aca-

demic achievement and positive family spirit. During the 2018-2019 

school year, the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction designated 

St. Agnes as a school that Exceeds Expectations, especially in the areas 

of  Closing Gaps and On-Track and Postsecondary Readiness. Congrat-

ulations to students, staff, families, prayerful supporters and financial 

patrons. Guided by the Holy Spirit, your collaboration prompted a rating gain in excess of 10 

points. Such growth is highly irregular. While no one can expect such remarkable gains two years 

running, we pray that we are able to sustain this momentum. Please continue your prayers on our 

behalf. 

 

 If you are able to support our school with gifts, we would be grateful for a few special items. 

We have 10 Chromebooks  without a wireless mouse. The Chromebooks we have received are in 

constant use and we would be grateful to expand the number on hand by as many as 50. Our littlest 

students don’t yet have the motor skills they need to operate a standard keyboard, but there are an 

amazing number of academic resources they can access using a computer tablet.  Five tablets would 

be wonderful classroom tools.  

 

 Part of what makes St. Agnes such a special place to learn is our spirit of family. If you would 

like to join in that spirit, perhaps you would like to provide an endowment that could be used by 

our Home and School Association to compensate a disk jockey at our annual Spookghetti Dinner 

or February Sweetheart Dance. 

 

However you are able to help, we promise to work hard to honor the support that you offer.  
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PERRY & PAULETTE SZUMINSKI�

�

Developing the mindset of a good steward was easy for both Perry and Paulette since they 

both came from families where their parents taught by example how to use your time and 

talents in service to God and others.�

�

After graduating from Marquette University, Paulette joined the Volunteers in Action 

program and taught with an order of sisters for a year in a Los Angeles alternative school 

for troubled youth. Her everyday life as a teacher transitioned over to St. Agnes when 

their children, Jessica and Nathan, began religious education classes and there was a 

need for a 5th grade teacher. Paulette taught 5th grade religious education for five years 

before she followed her heart and joined the choir.�

�

Paulette has been singing since she was in sixth grade. She began singing in church in 

high school and continued while at Marquette and joined her church choir after that. 

Once at St. Agnes, she joined the Celebration Singers in 2005 and has been serving as a 

singer and cantor ever since.�

�

While their children were young, both Perry and Paulette were deeply involved with the 

Scouting Program. When there was a need for a leader for Nate’s pack, Perry stepped up 

and worked with the boys and was with Nate all the way from a Tiger Cub up to an Eagle 

Scout. To this day Nate, as a college student, will go back to encourage and advise the 

boys at his old troop. Paulette also jumped in as a leader for Jessica’s Girl Scout troop from Daisy Scouts 

to Senior Scouts and served in that capacity for 13 years helping Jessica earn the Bronze and Silver 

Awards.�

�

Once the children were older, Perry and Paulette found more time to expand their volunteerism. Paulette 

sat on Pastoral Council for six years and served part of that time as Secretary/Vice

�chair. Perry is currently on Pastoral Council and brings with him experience 

from his time as a Council member at a previous parish. �

�

Perry and Paulette echoed the fact that there are so many opportunities to be of 

service and to build community here at St. Agnes. Paulette greatly enjoys being a 

member of the St. Agnes Drama Club, while Perry serves as a Minister of Hospi-

tality and a Eucharistic Minister. Volunteering at the Parish Festival serves a need 

while also allowing them to have fun. There is something for everyone to do, and it 

makes you feel good to be doing it! �

April 3, 2020 St. Agnes Fish Fry has been canceled! 

 

The St Agnes Fish Fry on April 3rd has been canceled 

and will no longer be offered unless we can find some-

one to take it over.  Training will be provided to anyone 

who is interested in overseeing this ministry.   

For more information please contact Mike McKee

(Mchlmckee@sbcglobal.net) or Ken Schroeder 

(rambleon953@aol.com).  
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Adoration 

By Paul Turner 

 

Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament draws the worshiper into spiritual communion with 

God. Whether done on one’s own time or at a scheduled service, adoration of the Eucharistic 

presence of Christ fosters our devotion for participation in the Mass. 

 

Jesus instituted the Eucharist for our eating and drinking. Sharing communion at Mass brings 

us nourishment, healing and sustenance. There is no substitute for participation in the Eu-

charist; adoration should enhance it, not replace it. 

 

Catholics reserve leftover communion breads in a tabernacle. The primary purpose for this 

custom is to have the Body of Christ ready for the dying at any time. The tabernacle also pro-

vides communion for the sick or those unable to come to Mass. Because it houses the sacra-

mental Body of Christ, it serves as a place for adoration. 

 

Adoration may be private or public. When adoring the Blessed Sacrament in private, Catho-

lics usually go to any church, where the communion hosts are kept inside the tabernacle. 

They say whatever prayers they wish. Public adoration may take place in the context of a 

brief service (traditionally called “Benediction” although that only refers to the blessing which 

concludes it) or over a more extended period of time. The Blessed Sacrament is usually pre-

sented for adoration outside the tabernacle on an altar or a stand. 

 

Extended periods of adoration used to be common. They filled the void for people who were 

not receiving communion frequently. However, in the twentieth century, the church has 

urged people to more frequent communion and has forbidden exposition during Mass. Par-

ticipation in the Eucharist at Mass accomplishes spiritual communion more perfectly and ren-

ders simultaneous adoration unnecessary. Prolonged periods of adoration may happen in a 

church where a large number of the faithful are gathering and when the bishop has given his 

approval. If Mass is celebrated, the Blessed Sacrament should be returned to the tabernacle. 

 

Whether the Blessed Sacrament is inside or outside the tabernacle, adoration may invite us 

into prayer and prepare us for the Eucharist. 

 

Copyright © 1997 Resource Publications, Inc. 

 

St.	Agnes	holds	public	adoration	on	the	�irst	Tuesday	of	

every	month	from	4	�	7	pm	Sept.�June.	All	are	invited	to	

drop	in	and	spend	some	quiet	time	with	Christ,	present	in	

the	Eucharist.	A	sign�up	sheet	is	available	on	the	bulletin	

board.	While	it	is	not	required	to	sign	up	in	advance,	at	

least	two	people	must	sign	up	for	each	time	slot.	This	is	to	

ensure	that	there	will	always	be	at	least	two	people	pre-

sent	in	church	with	the	Blessed	Sacrament.	Without	the	

Faithful	present	in	adoration	the	Blessed	Sacrament	can	

not	be	displayed.	Anyone	additional	may	come	and	adore	

from	4	�	7	pm	without	signing	up.	�
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Our deceased family and friends: 

 

†  Carol Woloszyk   † Richard Lutzke   

† Chester (Chet) Grzywinski  † JGeraldine Hayes  

 

REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 

 

Elizabeth Allen 

Dick Beck 

Richard Bergmann 

Gerry 

Brandenmuhl 

Kay Bscherer 

Barbara Bussewitz 

Delores Cavallo 

Ruth Cichantek  

Randy Czeczka 

Allan Dassow 

Rita DeGroot 

Jonathan Diettrich 

June Distenfeld 

Deborah Dyer 

Ann Eichberger 

Jim Endres 

Dan & Marge Etzel 

Arlene Fish 

Richard Fisher  

Pat Fix 

Nerita Fredrich 

Ruth Geiss 

Kathy Gregovich 

Elaine Gultch 

Steve Hansen 

Chuck Johnson 

Robert Kaltenbach 

Anna Katona 

Amy Konan 

Julie Konkel 

Annette Krebs 

Florence Krueger 

Sandy Lien 

Tom Ludka 

Pat Manganello 

Vernon Marks 

Sarah Martin 

Diane McNaugh-

ton 

Marcie Means 

Keith Michae-

lowski 

Dan Michels 

Ervin Mirr 

Betty Mueller 

Amanda Paul 

Theresa Potnek 

Mary Jo Powalisz 

Kevin Rafferty 

Martin Ray 

Michelle Reisimer 

Ken & Marie Ret-

zer 

Sue Riley 

Ethel Schalk 

June Schallock 

Lucille Schneider 

Mary Schneider 

Bernadette 

Schrubbe 

John Schuldenburg 

Ann Schwartz 

Ralph Sherman 

Marion Siefelt 

Gary Singer 

Rita Singer 

Mary Slattery 

Audrey Stippich 

Bernice Stricklin 

Murel Sykes 

Eric Taylor 

Jim Teske 

Bill Thorn 

Karen Toll 

Jessica Triggs 

Michael Triplett 

Laura Turek 

Tony Vojtis 

Connor 

Wallschmidt 

Garth Wange-

mann 

Mary Waters 

Barry Witterholt 

Dan Zeck 

If you, or a family member, are in need of prayers and want to be  

included in our monthly prayer list, please call the parish office. 



 

Our next newsletter deadline is June 7th.  Please 

submit any articles you’d like to see in the next news-

letter by this date. You may send to Karen Couillard 

in the Parish Office. 
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FATHER’S DAY PRAYER 

 

Dear Lord,  

We who are fathers need your help. 

 

You have given us the care of our children. 

 

Give us the strength and patience  

to cope with the many ups and downs of family life. 

 

Grant us the grace  

to be deeply thankful for its laughs, joys and blessings. 

 

Let our children come to know  

of your love through our love for them. 

 

Help us as we try to make ours a home where love 

dwells,  

a home like that of Jesus, Mary and Joseph in Naza-

reth. 

 

When we fail each other and when we hurt each other,  

soften our hearts so that forgiveness and reconciliation  

comes quickly and easily. 

 

Protect our family, Lord,  

 

 

Prayer for Your Mother 

 

God of love, thank you for my mother. 

 

The way she loves me,  

she must have learned from you. 

 

Sometimes she is angry, sometimes disappointed,  

but she never stops believing in me, 

never stops seeing the potential  

even I don’t recognize. 

 

What she has done for me,  

how she has worked and sacrificed, 

I don’t even realize all of it,  

but I am grateful for the warmth, the hug,  

the person who I know will always stop whatever  

she is doing and be there for me. 

 

Thank you, God, for my mother.  

Please bless her always. Amen. 

Wondering what happened to our  

calendar??? 

Check out our website for the latest calendar at 

www.stagnesparish.org.  


