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Schedule of Masses
Pre-Registration Required

Saturday (Vigil)eecseen 4:00 P SMM

Sunday 9:00 AM SB
............................... 10:30 AM SMM

Wednesday ..ececnnns 7:30 AM SMM

Holydays: Please see the Parish Bulletin

Confessions
By Appointment ....veeeeererennes SMM

Parish Priest
The Very Reverend Christopher Groh

Pastoral Team
Deacon, Deacon John Mele
Pastoral Associate, Ms. Margaret Trepal
Parish Secretary, Mrs. Annette Murphy

Religious Education Director,
Mrs. Shirley Norris

Music Director, Dr. Richard Siegel

Rectory

127 S. Briggs St.
Joliet, IL 60433

Rectory (815) 722-7653
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1 Monday though Wednesday
“If you keep my commandments, you will remain in 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM

my IUUE, jLJ st as | have I':E'pt n.ly Fatherrs Please conduct all business by phone

commandments and remain in his love.” - Jn 15:10__% BEEHIRI TN O} {2
i 201 S. Briggs St.
Joliet, IL 60433

Religious Education (815) 727-4600

tram the Lectionary for Mess ©2001, 19938, 1970 CCO.

www.stmarymagdalenechurch.com

Weekly Reflection
May 9/ 2021 Stewards know themselves to be

The Sixth Sunday of Easter both recipients and caretakers
of God’s many gifts.
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From the Pastor

Dear Friends,

Thank you for you cooperation and
understanding this past year. COVID-19 has
been a challenge for all of us and unlike anything
we have experienced before. By following State
and Diocesan protocols, there have been no
reports of transmission of the virus at either St. Bernard or St.
Mary Magdalene.

We have been very conservative in establishing safe distancing
between pews. While most parishes seat parishioners in every
second pew, we have kept a distancing of every third pew. With
the increasing number of vaccinated parishioners, we will begin
to transition to seating in every second pew beginning next
week. Alternating rows will be reserved for those who have
been fully vaccinated. (This will increase the distance between
pews for the unvaccinated.) Six foot social distancing will still be
required in each pew.

Initially this new seating plan will be on the west side of St. Mary
Magdalene and St. Bernard Churches. (The east side of Church
will continue to have seating in every third row.)

When you are being seated by the ushers, please let them know
if you have been fully vaccinated and they will seat you in the
reserved pews. (All household members must be fully
vaccinated to sit in the reserved pews.)

Pews will still be available for parishioners who are still awaiting
the COVID-9 vaccine.

In a few weeks, after we have had some experience with the
new seating arrangement, church capacity will be increased to
allow more parishioners to participate in-person at Mass.

May God bless you!
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Parish Picnic & Raffle

We have been informed that St. Joseph Park will again be closed
this summer due to COVID-19 restrictions. The St. Mary
Magdalene Picnic is our only fundraiser each year. Proceeds
from the picnic are used toward our annual property and liability
insurance premium of $15,881.00.

We had a great response to our cash raffle last year and will
conduct a livestream cash raffle on Sunday, August 15, 2021.

Raffle tickets will be mailed to all registered St. Mary Magdalene
households the beginning of June. Thank you in advance for
your support!

Fr. Chris Groh

The Sacrament of Penance

the Sacrament of Penance is celebrated in the gymnasium at St.
Mary Magdalene on Saturday morning, from 10:30 to 11:00 AM
(until all are heard)

Please enter through the main doors of the school building.
(There will not be access through the Church) Pre-registration is
not necessary for Confessions. Protective face masks and safe
distancing are required. Confessions are offered with a screen or
face-to-face.

Shinine the
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.1 . Catholic Ministrics
L"If- (_,hl‘l:sL Anmual Appeal

Pledge your gift to the CMAA

Thank you to our parishioners who have pledged their support to
the 2021 Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMAA). Your support allows
us to Shine the Light of Christ as together, we do God’s work here
on earth.

Every gift, large or small, brings us closer to our 2021 goal.

St. Bernard’s 2021 CMAA Goal is $7,500.00
St. Mary Magdalene’s 2021 CMAA Goal is $18,900.00

St. Mary Magdalene:

Target Goal......ccccveevveeveevennnnns $18,900.00

Total Pledges (5/3/21) ............ $19,885.00

Needed to Reach Goal ................ $00.00 Thank You!
St. Bernard:

Target Goal......coocveeeverenrenne. $ 7,500.00

Total Pledges (5/3/21) ............. $ 6,750.00

Needed to Reach Goal ............... $ 740.00

You can make a gift online at jolietdioceseappeal.com.

Building Maintenance &

Major Repairs Collection

The next monthly St. Mary Magdalene Building
Maintenance & Major Repairs Collection (Blue
Envelope) will be TODAY, May 8/9, 2012. The

collection is taken the second Sunday of each month. If there is
a National Collection on that day, the Building Maintenance and
Major Repairs Collection is taken one week later, on the third
Sunday of the month.

Police Memorial Mass - May 20, 2021

The Fortieth Will County Law Enforcement Memorial Day will
begin on Thursday, May 20 with 10:30 AM Mass at St. Mary
Magdalene Church. Police Officers and members of Law
Enforcement Agencies from throughout the Will County area will
be present. Following Mass, in honor of the fallen men and
women who have served our Law Enforcement Community and
the Department of Corrections, there will be a silent procession
from St. Mary Magdalene Church to the Courthouse in the Joliet
City Center. A ceremony will be held at 12:00 Noon at the Will
County Law Enforcement Memorial, North Lawn of the
Courthouse. All are welcome to participate in the Mass and
Courthouse Ceremony.

Rectory Office Closed to Visitors

Due to the surge in COVID-19 cases in lllinois, the Rectory Office
will be closed to visitors until further notice. You may contact us
by phone Monday through Wednesday from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM
at 815-722-7653 or 815-726-4474.
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% stewardship Moment

We hear in the first reading that the Jewish

]P" | believers accompanying Peter were

d ' astonished when the Spirit comes upon the
Gentiles. Love and inclusion are clearly to

be a part of the new Church established by Jesus. We are called

to love one another. Whoever fears God and acts uprightly is

acceptable to him. Who are we to act differently?

Pre-Registration for Mass

To assure the safety of worshippers, Online advanced
reservations for Mass are required.

On your smartphone, tablet, iPad or computer, log into
www.stmarymagdalenechurch.com click the “Register for Mass”
button on the right side of the homepage.

A video instruction on how to register is provided.

Online reservations open two weeks before Mass and must
be completed no later than 24 hours before each Mass.
Registration is blocked when Mass is full.

Please keep the email confirmation of your reservation.

If you have registered and are unable to attend, please cancel
your registration online, so others may have the opportunity to
participate in Mass.

Mass Intentions Available

It is a time honored tradition for Catholics to have
a Mass offered for loved ones and friends. There
are many Sunday and Weekday Mass Intentions
available for 2021 at St. Mary Magdalene and St. Bernard.

Please phone the Rectory (815-722-7653 or 815-726-4474) to
schedule a Mass Intention.

Time - Talent - Treasure

“This is my commandment: love one another as | love you. No
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends.” - John 15:12-13

Do you love Jesus? Do you consider Him your friend? Jesus says
that if we love Him we would be willing to offer whatever we
have to Him, not because we want praise and glory, but simply
because we love Him. Does your giving seem mechanical out of
obligation or do you share freely out of love?

Remember St. Mary Magdalene Parish in your Estate
Plans. Please call the Rectory Office, 815-722-7653, for
further information.

Budgeted Weekly Collection .........cccoeeevvevvreeeereennenns $4,607.84
Collection May 1/2 .....ccoeevieeeieceeeeceeee e $2,746.00

Average OfferiNg .....coovcvveveeeeerecere ettt eveens $77.71
Electronic Contributions (April) ......cceeeevcieeeeiieeeieen. $3,270.00
Building Maintenance & Major Repairs (April)............ $3,341.00
RICE BOWI ettt ettt e e e e e e $951.61
B Ol e ettt ettt r e e e e e e reaes $10,670.00

In the Name of Jesus, thank you!

Mass Intentions - Pre-Registration Required
SATURDAY, May 8— Live Stream Mass
4:00 PM SMM Philomena Pollaro—Family
Ann Janas—Family

SUNDAY, May 9—The Sixth Sunday of Easter
9:00 AM SB For the People
10:30 AM  SMM Wanda Bakos-Barnett—Pam & Jim Novatony
Joyce Ozella—Family
Luigi Alberico—Joe & Teresa Alberico
Carol Hutchins—Rose & John Hamerla

MONDAY, May 10— St. Damien de Veuster, Priest
Private Mass Mass Intention Available

TUESDAY, May 11—
Private Mass Mass Intention Available

WEDNESDAY, May 12—Ss. Nereus & Achilleus, Martyrs;
St. Pancras, Martyr
7:30 AM  SMM Jeanette Bramer—F.C.S.L.A. Members

THURSDAY, May 13—Our Lady of Fatima
Private Mass Mass Intention Available

FRIDAY, May 14— St. Matthias, Apostle
Private Mass John Smith—Elaine Smith & Family

SATURDAY, May 15— Live Stream Mass
4:00 PM SMM Andy & Mitzi Kozak—Family
Victoria Felus—Diane Wilkins

SUNDAY, May 9—The Ascension of the Lord
9:00 AM SB Elizabeth Joutras-Brewer—Mike & Annette
Murphy
Veronica Quigley—Family
10:30 AM  SMM Marge Jankowski—F.C.S.L.A. Members
For the People

SB - St. Bernard; SMM - St. Mary Magdalene

Livestream Mass

The 4:00 PM Saturday Evening (Sunday
Vigil Mass) from St. Mary Magdalene is
livestreamed. You can connect via
computer, tablet or smartphone.

Go to www.stmarymagdalenechurch.com - on the right side of
the webpage, click: “St. Bernard Facebook Page.”

The livestream video can be watched at any time during the week

Please Pray for Our Military

As a community, let us pray for these outstanding men and
women in service to our country:

Capt. Brett Krueger, usmc

Pvt. Rafael Olguin, usA

Airman Valentin Olguin, USAF

Sgt. Erik Darby, usmc

Airman Basic Daniel Horvath, usar

Please phone the Rectory (815-722-7653 or 815-726-4474) so we
may add the names of parishioners, as well as family members
and friends in Military Service.

\
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The Sixth Sunday of Easter

“Remain in my love,” and, “I call you friends,”
are powerful words that are found in John’s
Gospel. Most of us probably have them
committed to memory or have at least heard them proclaimed
dozens of times. They are words that can easily become trite and
quickly glossed over without fully pondering and digesting their
profound beauty. When we take the time to immerse ourselves
in them, they can radically change our lives and our
relationships. The essence of love and friendship are things that
can easily be taken for granted. They have always been there and
are a significant part of our lives. Many would say that they could
not live without love and friendship, and they put a great deal of
care into preserving, deepening and sustaining them. Love and
friendship share a mutual relationship with each other that
deserves more reflection.

Where does love come from? We can consider relationships that
have not succeeded and conclude that they were somehow due
to our “failures in love.” In doing so, we assume that human
beings are the ones responsible for love, its success and also its
failure. While our weakness, emotional composition and
sinfulness can easily impact our ability to love, its origin is not
human. God is love. God is love’s author and origin. When we
love, it is God who loves in and through us. It is because of this
divine closeness that Jesus is able to call us friends! It is not
because of anything we have done but simply because of who
we are. Realizing and contemplating this awesome reality
becomes a game changer across the board. It gives us reason to
clear the table of anything that can adversely affect the way we
love so that we can open the door for its author to shine forth.

Coming upon this truth is what leads folks like St. Francis of Assisi
to leave that which is comfortable and worldly and live a radical
life. They relate with the love of God that radiates in and through
all living things and appreciate their sacredness. It was having an
intimate experience of God’s love and friendship that propelled
St. Francis and others to embrace simplicity, act nonviolently,
pursue humility, love enemies, care for the earth and open up
avenues for true justice. Understanding this profound truth will
also help us find peaceful solutions to world’s problems, restore
relationships with our sisters and brothers, bring the grace of
loving stewardship to creation and heal many wounds. Once we
begin to see how wonderfully holy all of life really is, we discover
joy. We lose our need for fear, develop a fierce fortitude, act
prudently and seek justice. There is great power in love because
it comes from God. It will never fail. It also enjoys the company
of two other friends who are eager to become our friends as
well: faith and hope. These are just as important to have and to
share. OLPi

Flame of Faith

Andy & Mitzi Kozak
MaryAnne Walker

Each week two, seven-day, sanctuary candles burn
? before the Blessed Sacrament at St. Mary Magdalene
Church in memory of family members and friends.
Please phone the Rectory Office to offer a memorial for a friend
or loved one. A donation of $5.00 is requested to offset the cost
of these candles.

The Witness

Confessions

The Sacrament of Penance is celebrated at St. Mary Magdalene
on Saturday from 3:15-3:45 PM. Confessions are also available
by appointment.

Parish Registration
We welcome all new members. Please phone or visit the Rectory
Office to join St. Mary Magdalene or St. Bernard Parish.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is offered at St. Mary Magdalene
each Sunday during the 10:30 AM Mass for pre-school to fourth
grade students.

Baptism

Expectant parents are asked to prepare for the celebration of
baptism well in advance by participating in a baptismal
preparation class before the birth of their child. Please call the
Rectory Office to register for this required class.

Marriage
Call the Rectory at least six months in advance, before making
other wedding plans.

Sick and Infirm

Call the rectory to have Holy Communion brought to shut-ins, or to
celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. Please notify
the Rectory Office whenever a family member is seriously ill or
hospitalized.

Catechumenate
Adults interested in joining the Catholic church should contact the

Rectory Office for information concerning the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA).

Funerals

Upon the death of a loved one, before publication in the
newspaper, please contact the Rectory Office directly to schedule
the Funeral Mass.

Religious Education

Religious Education meets at St. Mary Magdalene during the
school year on Saturday morning from 8:30 to 10:00 AM. Classes
are offered for grades 1-8.

Collective Mass Intentions

Two Collective Mass Intentions are offered for Saturday Evening
and Sunday Morning Masses at St. Mary Magdalene and St.
Bernard. The Mass for the People and the Weekday Masses are
for single intentions.

Sunday Contributions

Parishioners of St. Mary Magdalene and St. Bernard may drop
their parish envelope in the Sunday Collection at Mass in either
parish. Your contribution will be recorded at your parish.

Website

For information concerning St. Bernard or St Mary
Magdalene Parish, please visit our website at
www.stmarymagdalenechurch.com.




