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MASS INTENTIONS 

Sunday, May 17 

 9:00  Members of the parish 

 

Monday, May 18 

 8:00 Florence Wick 

 

Tuesday, May 19 

 8:00 Menzo Bronson 

 

Wednesday, May 20 

 8:00 Delia Wenkman 

 

Thursday, May 21 

 8:00 Conal James Fleming 

 

Friday, May 22 

 8:00  Sheryl Schroeder 

 

Sunday, May 24 

 9:00  Members of the parish 

SAINT MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA 

“Whatever Jesus did, He did well. He went along, doing  

good. His manner was full of goodness and mercy. His steps 

were guided by compassion. Toward His enemies He showed 

goodness, kindness, and understanding, and to those in  

need help and consolation.” 

TEN WAYS TO SURVIVE  

(AND THRIVE) THROUGH 

DAYS OF QUARANTINE 

By Danielle Bean, Catholic writer, talk 

show host, speaker and mom of eight.  

Does it feel like it has been a long quarantine 

already? Many of us are dealing with changes in our daily 

routines as a result of school closings and work changes 

because of the coronavirus, and that can be a real chal-

lenge. Your kids might be home from school. You might be 

trying to work from home for the first time or have a spouse 

who is. You might be worried about your health, the health of 

loved ones, or how to keep yourself and other  

family members from going nuts with cabin fever since  

everyone’s lessons, sports, activities, and social events  

are cancelled. 

 

I hear you. I feel you. Let’s talk about some ways to survive 

(and even thrive!) in the uncertain days that lie ahead.  

Some suggestions: 

 

1. Do the stuff there’s never time to do.                            

Here’s your chance! We’ve all been handed a gift of  

extra time. Do the long read-alouds with your kids, go  

for long walks or hikes, cook that special recipe that  

you never have time for on a weeknight.  

2. Focus on connecting.                                                 

These long-cloistered days offer real opportunities     

to reconnect with family members you are stuck with. 

Be mindful of the gift that time together is and look  

for ways to overcome impatience and enjoy time    

together.  

3. Get comfortable with quiet and slow.                          

For many of us, our usual lives are so busy and        

fast-paced, a large part of the discomfort of this     

“new normal” is the fact that our days are slower     

and quieter than before. Settle in to the quiet and 

embrace this new normal as a gift, an opportunity     

to grow spiritually.  

4. Learn something new.                                                  

You may not be able to participate in your usual       

activities but look for ways that you can learn and    

grow personally or together as a family in the days   

that lie ahead. Using nothing more than YouTube,     

you can learn dance moves, recipes, tech skills,          

or a new language. Get learning!  

5. Make sure you have structure.                                    

Part of what throws many of us off in days of           

quarantine is the lack of structure — school and      

work provide daily routines and deadlines that        

keep us moving along happily.  

6. Practice patience, with others and yourself.              

Your family is going to get on your nerves. Sorry,        

but it is true. Multiple people sharing living space        

in new and challenging ways over the course of an  

indefinite number of days is going to cause some    

friction. Know that going in and be patient with       

yourself and others as you take time to adjust.  

7. Go outside.                                                                  

Quarantine does not have to mean staying inside,    

and the temperatures are warming for many of us    

this time of year. Make sure you and your family are 

getting outside every day, breathing fresh air, soaking 

up sunshine, and moving your body.  

8. Reach out.                                                                         

It can be easy to feel all “Woe is me!” when we focus 

on ourselves, but think about ways others might need 

your help, and reach out to them. You might call a 

neighbor and see if they need anything. Or check in 

with extended family members. Some people in your 

life might be feeling lonelier and more isolated than 

ever, and something as simple as a phone call would 

be a welcome distraction.   

9. Pray together.                                                                    

If you struggle to make family prayer time a habit     

during busy days, this time offers you an opportunity   

to establish a new routine where prayer together is a 

focus. Part of your new daily structure might include 

prayer before meals, but also at the start of your day 

together, and at the end of the day before going to  

bed. Pray the Rosary (even just a decade) or take   

turns sharing what you are thankful for and asking     

for God’s blessings.  

10. Laugh about it.                                                             

Find the funny! Humor is a great stress reliever, and      

I am sure you have already seen some funny memes 

surrounding the coronavirus and quarantine. Here    

are a couple that made me laugh out loud recently: 

google Kermit Dancing and Don’t Stop Rockin’. 

 

How about you? How are you surviving and thriving these 

days? 

 



May 17, 2020 3 Sixth Sunday of Easter 

present, it has been decided 

to cancel this year’s Festival. 

However, we are considering 

an online live auction along 

with other initiatives in lieu  

of our usual Festival. If you 

have any suggestions or 

would like to be involved, 

please let me know. 

 

Continue to hold the Saint 

Dennis Parish family in your 

prayers as we continue to 

navigate through these  

unprecedented times. 

 

Peace, Father Randy 

FATHER RANDY WRITES . . . 

 

“Philip went down to the city of Samaria . . .” 

 - Acts 8:5 

 

The reason the early Church expanded beyond the city  

of Jerusalem was because they experienced increasing  

persecution. The final straw was the stoning of Stephen  

which forced many to flee the city for their own safety. It 

forced Philip to leave Jerusalem and go to Samaria where  

the gospel was proclaimed and it led to great joy in that  

city. Little did they know, that God was us up to something. 

 

This is true in our lives as well. Often when we are in the 

midst of hardship and trial we are unable to see the larger 

picture of what God might be up to in this particular trial.  

It is only upon looking back that we are able to see a bit  

clearer. 

 

Remember our recent mantra of 

“We do not choose our trials in life but rather  

 our trials choose us. 

We do not choose our trials but rather we choose  

 our response to the trials. 

Thus, pray often “Heavenly Father, use this trial  

 until you choose to remove this trial.” 

 

Points to Ponder 

1. Reflect upon where you are complacent or stuck          

in a rut in your own spiritual walk and in what way     

will you be open to future growth and expansion? 

2. Comfort, ease, prosperity, safety and freedom           

often cause a tremendous inertia in the spiritual       

life. Simultaneously, hard times, set-backs, sickness,       

and sorrow can provide opportunities to turn toward 

God and find a greater sense of peace and confidence 

of His presence. Is complacency present in your      

spiritual life? How hungry are you and what steps      

are you taking for “the peace which the world            

cannot give?” 

3. Read Acts 8 and come to know the story of Philip     

and the impact of his life in the spreading of the       

gospel beyond Jerusalem. 

 

Pope Francis offers: 

“There is no greater freedom than that of allowing  

oneself to be guided by the Holy Spirit,  

renouncing the attempt 

to plan and control everything to the last detail, 

and instead letting him enlighten, guide, and direct us, 

leading us wherever he wills. 

 

The Holy Spirit knows well what is needed  

in every time and place. 

This is what it means to be mysteriously fruitful!” 

 - Evangelii Gaudium #280  

 

Saint Dennis Festival Plans for 2020 

I met with our Festival committee (John and Chris Vroman, 

Ann Pitz, Erin and Steve Thiesen) this past week. The  

committee determined that with all the unknowns still  

SCRAPBOOK  

GOOD-BYE 

As you may have heard,  

Deacon David and Pat have 

decided to retire from full-time 

ministry at Saint Dennis. We 

would like to put together a 

scrapbook for both of them  

with messages from their friends and family as a gift to  

them on their retirement. It would mean so much if you  

could write a note to them, send a picture, or anything you 

think would go well in a scrapbook. These are such unusual 

times where we are unable to talk to people in-person, so  

we want to make sure they feel appreciated. You can mail 

these items to: 

 

 Saint Dennis Parish 

 Attn: Lisa Harms 

 413 Dempsey Road 

 Madison, WI 53714 

 

If you are unable to mail an item for the scrapbook, it would 

be great if you could email a message for them and we can 

print it out. You can send this to: lauraivanov4@gmail.com. 

 

We hope to have these items by June 15 so we have a couple 

of weeks to put together the book. Thank you so much for 

helping us give them the best gift of all . . . showing them  

how much they are loved and appreciated!  

 

“The peace the world gives  

isolates us from others.  

It lulls us to sleep, and is  

temporary and sterile. The peace 

the Lord gives is lasting, fruitful, 

contagious. It makes us go out 

to create community.  

It is filled with hope because  

it looks toward Heaven.” 

- 5-12-2020 

VIRTUAL  

VACATION  

BIBLE SCHOOL 

Attention all current 4K through 

fourth graders! Saint Dennis 

Vacation Bible School returns  

digitally this August. Join us  

as we learn how Jesus’ power 

helps us to do hard things and 

helps us be bold. Sign-up on  

at stdennisparish.org. 



PARISH INFORMATION 

Saint Dennis Parish 4 Madison, WI 

 

Explore what made your beloved 

the spouse he/she is. What traits 

did he get from his parents? What 

has been on her bucket list since 

she was a teen? Who was the most influential person  

in your spouse’s life during childhood? Ask. Share. 

SIXTH SUNDAY  

OF EASTER 

We hope for many things: passing 

an exam, finding our true love, 

securing sustainable work, or  

surviving an illness. We often 

seek to have God be a part of what we hope for and desire, 

almost trying to convince Him that our agenda is what is  

ultimately important. While our particular hopes may appear 

to be what needs to be achieved in order for us to be happy, 

they really are not. Our lesser, more personal hopes can  

distract us from true hope. 

 

When God became a human being, a powerful message  

was sent: all that is authentically human is found in the  

divine. As the human Jesus lived and died in order to show  

us that he truly is the universal Christ, we have to keep our 

sight focused on our eternal truth and destiny and who we 

truly are. We have to be careful when we allow our earthly 

concerns to distract us. True hope is found when we place 

our trust in Christ’s promises and don’t rely on our own 

strength. True hope focuses on striving toward the fulfillment 

of God’s promises and not simply on achieving what we  

think we need in this life. Hope always travels with two  

friends - faith and love. In this trio of virtues, we find the  

very presence of God born in every human being. These are 

God’s greatest gifts, and they lead us to the fullness of His 

presence. 

 

As with faith and love, we cannot see hope with just our  

human eyes. We don’t carry this virtue within us to use  

solely for our own personal agenda. Hope is not something 

that simply comes with the human package. As with faith  

and love, hope is a gift that is given to us to draw us closer  

to our eternal truth. Faith, hope, and love are signs that  

there is something far greater going on in us and something 

greater to persevere in obtaining. The true divine gift of hope 

is what will endure any hardship we encounter, especially 

those that will come from authentically living the Gospel.  

With all that is happening in our lives, in our church, and in 

our world, what is the reason for our hope? Ask God for the 

fortitude to see His eternal gift as the reason we get up in  

the morning and do the things we do. 

SAINT TERESA OF CALCUTTA  

“Love begins by taking care of the closest ones; the ones  

at home.” 

 

Saint Dennis Parish  

thanks you for choosing  

to advertise in our parish  

bulletin. Because of your  

advertisement, we are able  

to provide this bulletin free  

of charge to our parishioners. 

Parish members, support our advertisers and don’t forget  

to mention you have seen their ads in the bulletin. 

READINGS 

Week of May 17, 2020 

Sunday:   Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 

Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Jn 15:26—16:4a 

Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Jn 16:5-11 

Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Jn 16:12-15 

Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Jn 16:16-20 

Ascension:  Acts 1:1-11/Mt 28:16-20 

Friday:  Acts 18:9-18/Jn 16:20-23 

Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Jn 16:23b-28 

Next Sunday: 1:1-11/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 

 

 

 

 

Parish Office 

413 Dempsey Road, Madison, WI 53714-3015 

Phone: (608) 246-5124 

Fax: (608) 246-5138 

Email: office@stdennisparish.org 

Website: http://www.stdennisparish.org 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 

Parish Priests 

Father Randy J. Timmerman, D. Min., Pastor  

Office: (608) 246-5124  rtimmerman@stdennisparish.org 

 

Father Steve Brunner, Parochial Vicar  

Office: (608) 246-5124   

sbrunner@stdennisparish.org  

 

Pastoral Ministry and Confirmation Program 

Deacon David Hendrickson  ��������(608) 246-5129 

dhendrickson@stdennisparish.org 

 

Parish Administrator 

Karen Kaehr  ������: (608) 661-0541 

kkaehr@stdennisparish.org 

 

School - Grades 4K thru 8 

Matt Beisser, Principal  ��������(608) 246-5121 

principal@st-dennisschool.org 

409 Dempsey Road 

 

Faith Formation/CRE Grades K-8 

Lisa Harms  ��������(608) 246-5123  

lharms@stdennisparish.org 

 

Liturgy and Pastoral Ministry 

Pat Hendrickson  ��������(608) 246-5127  

phendrickson@stdennisparish.org 

 

Director of Music and Media 

Andrew Kem  Office: (608) 216-9380 

akem@stdennisparish.org 



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Dennis, Madison, WI B 4C 01-0129

Call for  
more Info 

& Estimates

COMPLETE 
LANDSCAPING 

SERVICE

839-4403 
COTTAGE GROVE

UPHOFFUPHOFF  
LANDSCAPING

Dependable 
DRAIN, SEWER AND 
SEPTIC TANK SERVICE

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

 
256-5189 OR CALL 838-7676 

Terra Herale, Owner

TRUSTED & RECOMMENDED IN 
DANE & ROCK COUNTY SINCE 1948

 Dermatology Dermatologic Surgery
 mohS Surgery coSmetic Surgery

Harry Sharata, MD, Ph.D.
6510 Grand Teton Plz Ste • (608) 826-0285

Advanced 
Dermatology, Inc.

Aster Senior Communities is your 
premier choice for the very best in  

Assisted Living & Memory Care.
Come see, hear, feel the difference!

Call us today at (608) 333-9306

Senior Living ... Redefined!

111 & 139 E. Reynolds Street 
Cottage Grove, WI 53527

www.AsterSeniorCommunities.com

Dr. NelsonDr. Nelson

For All Your Eye Care Needs
608-839-0980

427 W. Cottage Grove Rd.
Cottage Grove WI

Dr. NelsonDr. Nelson
Parish MemberParish Member

Heating • Air Conditioning • Generators 
Solar • Plumbing • Electrical

608-837-9367 
3361 Brooks Drive, Sun Prairie, WI 53590 

www.cardinalhvac.com

MADISON • MIDDLETON • OREGON • LODI 
STOUGHTON • CROSS PLAINS • FITCHBURG

www.gundersonfh.com

SEVERSIN’S
SERVICE CENTER
SERVING MADISON FOR OVER 30 YEARS!
• Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Brakes •  A/C Service 
• Diagnostics • Tune-Ups • Exhaust • Oil Changes And More!

Car Wash Available On Premises
3401 Milwaukee St.  241-0303

®

“Helping Madison Grow Since 1953”

919 Applegate Rd.    danielsco.com     608-271-4800

Commercial • Design-Build • Industrial

D A N I E L S 
General Contractors 

Employee Owned/ESOP

• 16 Taps  
• Buck’s Pizza 
  made to order 
  fresh & hot  
  at your table

300 Cottage Grove Rd

608-395-2300 

Since 1934

KELENY TOP SOIL 
Shredded Top Soil - Garden Mix - Shredded Bark  
Washed Stone - Crushed Rock & Granite - Sand 

833-4835

2 Satellite Dishes • 23 TV’s
Every NFL Game • Every Sunday
MLB and NBA Games on Pay Per View

Friday Fish Fry
2144 Atwood Ave.       (608) 241-2226

Carpet, Tile, Laminate & Hardwood
In BusIness sInce 1985 

ResIdentIal and commeRcIal

608-221-7847
2014 S. Stoughton Rd. • Walgenmeyers.com

 Inc.
CORNER OF ATWOOD & FAIR OAKS 
2926 ATWOOD AVENUE     249-2266

PARISH MEMBER SINCE 1985

METAL ROOFING
S Y S T E M S

(608)288-9094
WWW.BEAUTIFULROOFS.COM

Beautiful...for life!

Three Convenient Locations: 
691 Commercial Ave., Sun Prairie • 608-837-5113 

4202 Reardon Rd., De Forest • 608-846-1002 
713 Walsh Rd., Madison • 608-442-7339

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1999!

 
www.MadisonAreaSelfStorage.com

All locations offer Climate Control and Security Gates 

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827
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Serving East Side of Madison For the Last 45 Years 
 

801 ATLAS AVE • 608-222-2568

D

We’ll help you every step of the way.We’ll help you every step of the way.
Offering a continuum of care for seniors:Offering a continuum of care for seniors:
>> Independent Living    Independent Living   >> Assisted Living  Assisted Living 
>> Memory Care    Memory Care   >> Rehabilitation Rehabilitation
Call 608-663-8600 or email Call 608-663-8600 or email 
madisonsales@oakparkplace.com madisonsales@oakparkplace.com 
718 Jupiter Dr., Madison, WI 53718 718 Jupiter Dr., Madison, WI 53718 
oakparkplace.com/madisonoakparkplace.com/madison

Wisconsin

CatholicMatch.com/WI

Wayne’s Automotive 
Your One Stop Repair Shop

608 221-1438 
220 Cottage Grove Road • Madison Wisconsin 53716
Pure Gas!  No Ethanol  Your car will love it! 

ASE Certified Technicians Adam & Bryan will keep your car happy

608-246-4200
Parish Members 

Tom & Jodie Glaeser
Residential & Commercial Painting Contractor 

Interior and Exterior

Heritage Monona • 111 Owen Road • 608-441-9990 
www.heritagesenior.com

www.lakeedgeseafood.com 
4100 Monona Drive,  Madison

$5.00 OFF 
a $25  

food purchase

NEED A LITTLE HELP?
Just Checking In... LLC
We are smaller, but that’s what 

makes us better!
838-9101

Call Mary Fischer for more Information...
IN-HOME CAREGIVING AND ASSISTANCE

Alan Charles 
Advisor

(608) 833-7077

 

Murphy & Pressentin, LLC
Donald J. Murphy, Parish Member

Injury Attorneys
222-2282

CROAK, GONZALEZ,
ECKERLE & MARTINSON
Wills, Estate Planning, Tax Preparation, 

Real Estate, Family Law

222-2505      200 River Place Ste 260

HOSPICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Provide Companionship | Greet Visitors 

Garden | Work in our Thrift Stores
Call (608) 327-7163 or visit  

agrace.org/volunteer to learn more.

Lynn Gutknecht
Counseling
(608) 285-9119

Stress • Grief & Loss
Relationship Problems • Depression

258 Corporate Drive, Ste 202
www.gutknechtcounseling.com

MARTIN 
GLASS CO.

Windows - Mirrors - Thermopanes 
Screens Repaired

2323 Atwood Ave.  249-0438

Replace now and give your 
home a fresh point of view 
 
Pella Windows & Doors of Wisconsin has all the  
styles, finishes, and hardware to give your home  
a new look with upgraded energy efficiency.  
Whether you’re interested in wood, fiberglass,  
or vinyl, Pella has the windows and doors to  
enhance your home, inside and out. 
 
Visit PellaWI.com for our latest offers. 
 
Mention this ad when you schedule your  
free, no-obligation consultation and at your  
appointment, receive a free $50 gift card* 
for the new luxury Silverspot Cinemas at  
the Corners of Brookfield!
*Limit one per household, while quantities last.

Gina Della

General Manager

Visit the Pella Windows & Doors of Wisconsin showroom nearest you: 

Brookfield  -  Green Bay  -  Madison  -  Appleton  |  PellaWI.com  |  877.687.0657

Upgrade your home with beautiful styles

© 2019 Pella Corporation

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827


