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Saint Dennis Parish 2 Madison, WI 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Sunday, June 28 

 7:30  Allen Schmidt 

 9:00  Pete LaBarre 

 10:45 Members of the parish 

 

Monday, June 29 

 8:00 Judy Grudzina 

 

Tuesday, June 30 

 8:00 Edward and Mary Susan Spoerl 

 

Wednesday, July 1 

 8:00 Sherri Willborn 

 

Thursday, July 2 

 8:00 Francis Stanek 

 

Friday, July 3 

 8:00  James Wick 

 

Saturday, July 4 

 4:00  Members of the parish 

 

Sunday, July 5 

 7:30  Melvin and Beverly Steffens 

 9:00  Joe Tennyson 

 10:45 Conal James Fleming 

SAINT MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA 

“Our love is capable of great deeds, and it is not broken  

by difficulty or adversity. As it remains strong in the  

midst of great difficulties, so too it perseveres in the  

toilsome and drab life of each day. It knows only one  

thing is needed to please God: to do even the smallest  

things out of great love - love, and always love.”  

(Diary, 140) 

MASS OPEN TO ALL! NO NEED  

TO SIGN-UP FOR WEEKEND MASS 

Guidelines and Procedures for Attending Mass 

�� Your obligation to attend Mass remains removed. 

�� Online Mass is still available every Sunday at      

9:00 a.m. on our website and Facebook page.  

�� If you are 65 and older, have an underlying health 

condition or compromised immune system, or are 

experiencing COVID-19 symptoms, we ask you to 

please stay safe at home and watch Mass online. 

�� Check the Saint Dennis website for the latest       

information. 

HEART OF MERCY ENDOWMENT 

“Never be discouraged  

or give way to anxiety,  

but ever have recourse to  

the adorable Heart of Jesus.” 

 

- Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque 

 

The Heart of Mercy Endowment (HOME) provides financial 

support to ministries performing corporal and spiritual works 

of mercy throughout the Diocese of Madison. This year, more 

than $33,000 in grants will be distributed to shelter the 

homeless, provide necessary services to families, feed the 

hungry at food pantries, support St. Vincent de Paul councils, 

and more!  

 

Consider joining Bishop Hying in the mission to spread Jesus’ 

love and mercy throughout the diocese by supporting this 

fund with prayer, and a financial contribution. To learn more, 

visit diocesemadisonfoundation.org/mercy – thank you! 

 

Checks can be mailed to: Catholic Diocese of Madison  

Foundation, 702 South High Point Road, Suite 223,  

Madison, WI 53719. 

SAINT DENNIS FESTIVAL VIRTUAL  

5K FUN RUN/WALK 

Support Saint Dennis by running or walking the 5K route over 

the Festival weekend and posting a course selfie in your Saint 

Dennis 5K shirt! Prizes will be given for the fastest male and 

female. Course can be run/walk between Thursday, July 23 

from 5:00 a.m. through Monday, July 27 at 11:30 p.m. 

 

This year’s race is sponsored by the Saint Dennis class of 

2016 who graduated from East, Edgewood, La Follette, and 

Monona Grove high schools this year.  

 

�� Cost is $25 plus $3.16 fee. To guarantee your shirt size, 

register by July 6.  

�� Don’t want a shirt cost is $15 plus $2.55 fee. Register 

deadline is July 27.  

�� There is a family package that is $60 plus $5.28 fee, 

includes unlimited runners/walkers and three shirts. 

Deadline registration is July 6. 

�� Additional shirts of $10 plus $2.24 fee. 

 

Go to the Saint Dennis website or Saint Dennis Facebook to 

register. 

SAINT TERESA OF CALCUTTA  

“Kind words can be easy to speak but their echoes are  

truly endless.” 
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JOIN ME ON AUGUST 15 TO  

CONSECRATE YOUR FAMILY  

TO THE HOLY FAMILY  

Recently, I had the privilege of leading a baptismal  

preparation session with two couples who are preparing  

their children for the sacrament of Baptism. I asked them: 

What are three facts about the sacrament of Baptism?  

They said:  

1. It’s a beginning. 

2. It’s one of the seven sacraments. 

3. It’s a commitment.  

 

These two couples are spot on with their answers and it is  

the third point that I’d like to highlight in this bulletin article.  

 

We are all too familiar with hearing stories of “fallen away” 

Catholics or Christians who claim to have been “raised  

Catholic.” In fact, I am one of them. As I reflect on my own 

experience of wandering away from the Church and into  

the world, it has brought to my attention the question of  

commitment.  

�� How committed was I in the first place to my faith?  

�� Can I really say that I “fell away” from my faith    

when I didn’t pray?  

�� When I didn’t take advantage of the healing power         

of the Sacrament of Confession?  

�� When I didn’t take advantage of fellowship with my   

Catholic peers?  

 

Often times, the reality of falling away is a result of a failure  

of commitment.  

 

One way to combat lukewarm commitment is to consecrate 

your family to the Holy Family. Consecration leads to a new 

way of life. I will offer an event for consecration on Saturday, 

August 15 (the Feast of the Assumption) at 10:00 a.m. at 

Saint Dennis.  

 

We will begin on Saturday, August 8 to prepare for  

consecration. There is a seven-day preparation guide  

that we will use, which is created by the Apostolate for  

Family Consecration. I will order materials for the  

consecration on Saturday, August 1.  

 

Therefore, please RSVP to me by Saturday, August 1 at  

sbrunner@stdennisparish.org so I know how many booklets  

to order to guide us in the consecration.  

 

As the weeks go on, I’ll be teaching more about consecration 

of your family to the Holy Family. To learn more, check out: 

https://afc.org/.  

 

And remember, holy families change the world! 

 

Sincerely in Christ,  

 

Father Steve  

CARE FOR  

CREATION 

A Call to Action - Act  

Locally, Think Globally 

“All of us can cooperate  

as instruments of God  

for the Care of Creation.” 

 - Pope Francis 

 

Ask Congress to Act on 

Climate Change. 

The U.S. Conference of  

Catholic Bishops has  

issued a strong statement of support for legislation to  

address climate change. It is called the Energy Innovation 

and Carbon Dividend Act (HR763). A number of Archdiocese 

and others have asked their parishioners to write or call 

their Congressional Representatives to support the bill.    

 

This bipartisan introduced legislation puts a small but  

annually increasing fee on fossil fuel energy producers  

for their carbon emissions. The fee is returned to every 

American household as a monthly dividend check to offset 

future fossil fuel price increases. This legislation will trigger 

massive investment in clean energy, which will quickly  

become cheaper than fossil fuels, leading to an orderly  

market transition to non-polluting energy.  This will save 

lives, create jobs, avoid billions of dollars of environmental 

damage and reduce greenhouse gasses. 

 

If legislators don't hear from you on an issue, they assume  

it is not important to you. 70 million Catholics can be a  

powerful force for change. Let us get active!  

 

This site will help you write your letter and send it to your  

congress person: catholicclimatecovenant.org/program/

advocacy. 

 

State Legislators https://legis.wisconsin.gov/ 

Wisconsin Federal Legislators and https://www.govtrack.us/

congress/members/WI#senators 

 

For more information on how you can care for creation visit 

the Care for Creation webpage on the Saint Dennis website.  

“Prayer arises from the conviction 

that life is not something that  

takes us by surprise but as a  

mystery that inspires in us  

poetry, music, gratitude, praise, 

even lament and supplication.” 

 - 6-24-2020 
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SAINT PETER AND SAINT PAUL 

Pope Francis, June 29, 2019 

The Apostles Peter and Paul stand before us  

as witnesses. They never tired of preaching  

and journeying as missionaries from the land  

of Jesus to Rome itself. Here they gave their 

ultimate witness, offering their lives as martyrs. 

If we go to the heart of that testimony, we can 

see them as witnesses to life, witnesses to  

forgiveness and witnesses to Jesus. 

 

Witnesses to life. Their lives, though, were not 

neat and linear. Both were deeply religious: Peter was one  

of the very first disciples, and Paul was “zealous for the  

traditions of [his] ancestors.” Yet they also made great  

mistakes: Peter denied the Lord, while Paul persecuted the 

Church of God. Both were cut to the core by questions asked 

by Jesus: “Simon son of John, do you love me?” “Saul, Saul, 

why do you persecute me?” Peter was grieved by Jesus’  

questions, while Paul was blinded by his words. Jesus  

called them by name and changed their lives. After all that 

happened, he put his trust in them, in one who denied him 

and one who persecuted his followers, in two repentant sin-

ners. We may wonder why the Lord chose not to give us  

two witnesses of utter integrity, with clean records and  

impeccable lives? Why Peter, when there was John? Why 

Paul, and not Barnabas? 

 

There is a great teaching here: the starting point of the  

Christian life is not our worthiness; in fact, the Lord was able 

to accomplish little with those who thought they were good 

and decent. Whenever we consider ourselves smarter or  

better than others, that is the beginning of the end. The Lord 

does not work miracles with those who consider themselves 

righteous, but with those who know themselves needy. He is 

not attracted by our goodness; that is not why he loves us.  

He loves us just as we are; he is looking for people who are 

not self-sufficient, but ready to open their hearts to him.  

People who, like Peter and Paul, are transparent before God. 

Peter immediately told Jesus: “I am a sinful man.” Paul wrote 

that he was “least of the apostles, unfit to be called an  

apostle.” Throughout life, they preserved this humility, to the 

very end. Peter died crucified upside down, since he did not 

consider himself worthy to imitate his Lord. Paul was always 

fond of his name, which means “little,” and left behind his 

birth name, Saul, the name of the first king of his people. 

Both understood that holiness does not consist in exalting 

but rather in humbling oneself. Holiness is not a contest,  

but a question of entrusting our own poverty each day to the 

Lord, who does great things for those who are lowly. What 

was the secret that made them persevere amid weakness?  

It was the Lord’s forgiveness. 

 

Let us think about them too as witnesses to forgiveness.  

In their failings, they encountered the powerful mercy of  

the Lord, who gave them rebirth. In his forgiveness, they  

encountered irrepressible peace and joy. Thinking back to 

their failures, they might have experienced feelings of guilt. 

How many times might Peter have thought back to his denial! 

How many scruples might Paul have felt at having hurt so 

many innocent people! Humanly, they had failed. Yet they 

encountered a love greater than their failures, a forgiveness 

strong enough to heal even their feelings of guilt. Only when 

we experience God’s forgiveness do we truly experience  

rebirth. From there we start over, from forgiveness; there we 

rediscover who we really are: in the confession of our sins. 

 

Witnesses to life and witnesses to forgiveness, Peter and 

Paul are ultimately witnesses to Jesus. In today’s Gospel, the 

Lord asks: “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” The 

answers evoke figures of the past: “John the Baptist, Elijah, 

Jeremiah or one of the prophets.. Remarkable people, but all 

of them dead. Peter instead replies: “You are the Christ.”  

The Christ, that is, the Messiah. A word that points not to  

the past, but to the future: the Messiah is the one who is 

awaited, he is newness, the one who brings God’s anointing 

to the world. Jesus is not the past, but the present and the 

future. He is not a distant personage to be remembered,  

but the one to whom Peter can speak intimately: You are the 

Christ. For those who are his witnesses, Jesus is more than  

a historical personage; he is a living person: he is newness, 

not things we have already seen, the newness of the future 

and not a memory from the past. The witness, then, is not 

someone who knows the story of Jesus, but someone who 

has experienced a love story with Jesus. The witness, in the 

end, proclaims only this: that Jesus is alive and that he is the  

secret of life. Indeed, Peter, after saying: “You are the Christ,” 

then goes on to say: “the Son of the living God.” Witness  

arises from an encounter with the living Jesus. At the center 

of Paul’s life too, we find that same word that rises up from 

Peter’s heart: Christ. Paul repeats this name constantly,  

almost four hundred times in his letters! For him, Christ is  

not only a model, an example, a point of reference: he is life 

itself. Paul writes: “For me to live is Christ.” Jesus is Paul’s 

present and his future, so much so that he considers the past 

as refuse in comparison to the surpassing knowledge of 

Christ. 

 

Brothers and sisters, in the presence of these witnesses, let 

us ask: “Do I renew daily my own encounter with Jesus?” We 

may be curious about Jesus, or interested in Church matters 

or religious news. We may open computer sites and the  

papers, and talk about holy things. But this is to remain at 

the level of what are people saying? Jesus does not care 

about polls, past history or statistics. He is not looking for 

religion editors, much less “front page” or “statistical”  

Christians. He is looking for witnesses who say to him each 

day: “Lord, you are my life.” 

 

Having met Jesus and experienced his forgiveness, the  

Apostles bore witness to him by living a new life: they no  

longer held back. They were no longer content with  

half-measures, but embraced the only measure possible for 

those who follow Jesus: that of boundless love. They were 

“poured out as a libation.” Let us ask for the grace not to be 

lukewarm Christians living by half measures, allowing our 

love to grow cold. Let us rediscover who we truly are through 

a daily relationship with Jesus and through the power of his 

forgiveness. Just as he asked Peter, Jesus is now asking us: 

“Who do you say that I am?” “Do you love me?” Let us allow 

these words to penetrate our hearts and inspire us not to 

remain content with a minimum, but to aim for the heights, 

so that we too can become living witnesses to Jesus. 
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“For when I am weak, then  

I am strong.” (2 Cor 12:10) 

Sometimes spouses can be  

a thorn in each other’s side. 

Annoying as this can be, it can also be a path  

to self-correction and humility. Name your own  

weaknesses and strengths.  

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY 

IN ORDINARY TIME 

When we were baptized, we were 

baptized into Christ’s death. Take  

a moment to ponder these profound 

words. We were baptized into death. 

In every sense of the word, we are asked to die. This is not 

just about our final death but about daily deaths due to  

inconvenience, discomfort, pain, loss, or others’ needs.  

This is an incredible epiphany given the way we very often 

approach our lives. We do everything to avoid death, let alone 

encounter it! Many avoid pain, discomfort, inconvenience, 

uneasiness, change, interference, and suffering of any kind. 

We put a lot of energy into finding the easiest and least  

inconvenient way through many things. Even holding the  

door open for a stranger or saying hello to someone in the 

store can be major undertakings. 

 

We are called to die. One of the biggest wake-up calls we can 

have is realizing that life is not about us! There are millions of 

other people sharing life on this planet with whom I have a 

relationship. Does my life celebrate those relationships? The 

most distracting question we can ask is, “What do I want to 

do?” The more focused, faith-filled question is, “What do I 

need to do?” What I need to do may not be what I want to do. 

However, asking this question more frequently will teach us 

how to more purposefully and intentionally live so we can  

be a life giving vessel for others. When we learn to live more 

sacrificially, to put the needs of others before our own, and  

to not always seek our own self-interest, we become aware  

of what baptism into Christ’s death is really all about. These 

are the roots of virtue and the seedbed for justice, tolerance, 

solidarity, love, and peace. 

 

Learning how to accept all the “small deaths” and sacrifices 

life calls us to teaches us how to approach our final death. All 

deaths ask us to empty ourselves into something or someone 

else. Whether we empty ourselves into the heart and soul of 

another human being or empty ourselves into God at the  

moment of our final death, new life is always received and 

nurtured. A heart that exclusively seeks its own interest is  

a heart that is closed to love. A heart that pours itself out  

to others and is content with being emptied is a heart that 

has been touched by and open to mercy. It is a heart that 

overflows with joy. 

SAINT TERESA OF CALCUTTA  

“Love begins at home and is not how much we do  

but how much love we put in that action.” 

 

Saint Dennis Parish  

thanks you for choosing  

to advertise in our parish  

bulletin. Because of your  

advertisement, we are able  

to provide this bulletin free  

of charge to our parishioners. Parish members, support  

our advertisers and don’t forget to mention you have seen 

their ads in the bulletin. 

READINGS 

Week of June 28, 2020 

Next Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Rom 6:3-4, 8-11/ 

  Mt 10:37-42   

Monday: Acts 12:1-11/2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18/ 

  Mt 16:13-19 

Tuesday: Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12/Mt 8:23-27 

Wednesday: Am 5:14-15, 21-24/Mt 8:28-34 

Thursday: Am 7:10-17/Mt 9:1-8 

Friday:  Eph 2:19-22/Jn 20:24-29 

Saturday: Am 9:11-15/Mt 9:14-17 

Next Sunday: Zec 9:9-10/Rom 8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-30 

 

 

 

Parish Office 

413 Dempsey Road, Madison, WI 53714-3015 

Phone: (608) 246-5124 

Fax: (608) 246-5138 

Email: office@stdennisparish.org 

Website: http://www.stdennisparish.org 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 

Parish Priests 

Father Randy J. Timmerman, D. Min., Pastor  

Office: (608) 246-5124  rtimmerman@stdennisparish.org 

 

Father Steve Brunner, Parochial Vicar  

Office: (608) 246-5124   

sbrunner@stdennisparish.org  

 

Pastoral Ministry and Confirmation Program 

Deacon David Hendrickson  ��������(608) 246-5129 

dhendrickson@stdennisparish.org 

 

Parish Administrator 

Karen Kaehr  ������: (608) 661-0541 

kkaehr@stdennisparish.org 

 

School - Grades 4K thru 8 

Matt Beisser, Principal  ��������(608) 246-5121 

principal@st-dennisschool.org 

409 Dempsey Road 

 

Faith Formation/CRE Grades K-8 

Lisa Harms  ��������(608) 246-5123  

lharms@stdennisparish.org 

 

Liturgy and Pastoral Ministry 

Pat Hendrickson  ��������(608) 246-5127  

phendrickson@stdennisparish.org 

 

Director of Music and Media 

Andrew Kem  Office: (608) 216-9380 

akem@stdennisparish.org 
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Call for  
more Info 

& Estimates

COMPLETE 
LANDSCAPING 

SERVICE

839-4403 
COTTAGE GROVE

UPHOFFUPHOFF  
LANDSCAPING

Dependable 
DRAIN, SEWER AND 
SEPTIC TANK SERVICE

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

 
256-5189 OR CALL 838-7676 

Terra Herale, Owner

TRUSTED & RECOMMENDED IN 
DANE & ROCK COUNTY SINCE 1948

 Dermatology Dermatologic Surgery
 mohS Surgery coSmetic Surgery

Harry Sharata, MD, Ph.D.
6510 Grand Teton Plz Ste • (608) 826-0285

Advanced 
Dermatology, Inc.

Aster Senior Communities is your 
premier choice for the very best in  

Assisted Living & Memory Care.
Come see, hear, feel the difference!

Call us today at (608) 333-9306

Senior Living ... Redefined!

111 & 139 E. Reynolds Street 
Cottage Grove, WI 53527

www.AsterSeniorCommunities.com

Dr. NelsonDr. Nelson

For All Your Eye Care Needs
608-839-0980

427 W. Cottage Grove Rd.
Cottage Grove WI

Dr. NelsonDr. Nelson
Parish MemberParish Member

Heating • Air Conditioning • Generators 
Solar • Plumbing • Electrical

608-837-9367 
3361 Brooks Drive, Sun Prairie, WI 53590 

www.cardinalhvac.com

MADISON • MIDDLETON • OREGON • LODI 
STOUGHTON • CROSS PLAINS • FITCHBURG

www.gundersonfh.com

SEVERSIN’S
SERVICE CENTER
SERVING MADISON FOR OVER 30 YEARS!
• Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Brakes •  A/C Service 
• Diagnostics • Tune-Ups • Exhaust • Oil Changes And More!

Car Wash Available On Premises
3401 Milwaukee St.  241-0303

®

“Helping Madison Grow Since 1953”

919 Applegate Rd.    danielsco.com     608-271-4800

Commercial • Design-Build • Industrial

D A N I E L S 
General Contractors 

Employee Owned/ESOP

Since 1934

KELENY TOP SOIL 
Shredded Top Soil - Garden Mix - Shredded Bark  
Washed Stone - Crushed Rock & Granite - Sand 

833-4835

2 Satellite Dishes • 23 TV’s
Every NFL Game • Every Sunday
MLB and NBA Games on Pay Per View

Friday Fish Fry
2144 Atwood Ave.       (608) 241-2226

Carpet, Tile, Laminate & Hardwood
In BusIness sInce 1985 

ResIdentIal and commeRcIal

608-221-7847
2014 S. Stoughton Rd. • Walgenmeyers.com

 Inc.
CORNER OF ATWOOD & FAIR OAKS 
2926 ATWOOD AVENUE     249-2266

PARISH MEMBER SINCE 1985

METAL ROOFING
S Y S T E M S

(608)288-9094
WWW.BEAUTIFULROOFS.COM

Beautiful...for life!

Three Convenient Locations: 
691 Commercial Ave., Sun Prairie • 608-837-5113 

4202 Reardon Rd., De Forest • 608-846-1002 
713 Walsh Rd., Madison • 608-442-7339

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1999!

 
www.MadisonAreaSelfStorage.com

All locations offer Climate Control and Security Gates 

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827
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Serving East Side of Madison For the Last 45 Years 
 

801 ATLAS AVE • 608-222-2568

D

We’ll help you every step of the way.We’ll help you every step of the way.
Offering a continuum of care for seniors:Offering a continuum of care for seniors:
>> Independent Living    Independent Living   >> Assisted Living  Assisted Living 
>> Memory Care    Memory Care   >> Rehabilitation Rehabilitation
Call 608-663-8600 or email Call 608-663-8600 or email 
madisonsales@oakparkplace.com madisonsales@oakparkplace.com 
718 Jupiter Dr., Madison, WI 53718 718 Jupiter Dr., Madison, WI 53718 
oakparkplace.com/madisonoakparkplace.com/madison

Wisconsin

CatholicMatch.com/WI

Wayne’s Automotive 
Your One Stop Repair Shop

608 221-1438 
220 Cottage Grove Road • Madison Wisconsin 53716
Pure Gas!  No Ethanol  Your car will love it! 

ASE Certified Technicians Adam & Bryan will keep your car happy

608-246-4200
Parish Members 

Tom & Jodie Glaeser
Residential & Commercial Painting Contractor 

Interior and Exterior

Heritage Monona • 111 Owen Road • 608-441-9990 
www.heritagesenior.com

www.lakeedgeseafood.com 
4100 Monona Drive,  Madison

$5.00 OFF 
a $25  

food purchase

NEED A LITTLE HELP?
Just Checking In... LLC
We are smaller, but that’s what 

makes us better!
838-9101

Call Mary Fischer for more Information...
IN-HOME CAREGIVING AND ASSISTANCE

Alan Charles 
Advisor

(608) 833-7077

 

Murphy & Pressentin, LLC
Donald J. Murphy, Parish Member

Injury Attorneys
222-2282

CROAK, GONZALEZ,
ECKERLE & MARTINSON
Wills, Estate Planning, Tax Preparation, 

Real Estate, Family Law

222-2505      200 River Place Ste 260

Lynn Gutknecht
Counseling
(608) 285-9119

Stress • Grief & Loss
Relationship Problems • Depression

258 Corporate Drive, Ste 202
www.gutknechtcounseling.com

MARTIN 
GLASS CO.

Windows - Mirrors - Thermopanes 
Screens Repaired

2323 Atwood Ave.  249-0438

Replace now and give your 
home a fresh point of view 
 
Pella Windows & Doors of Wisconsin has all the  
styles, finishes, and hardware to give your home  
a new look with upgraded energy efficiency.  
Whether you’re interested in wood, fiberglass,  
or vinyl, Pella has the windows and doors to  
enhance your home, inside and out. 
 
Visit PellaWI.com for our latest offers. 
 
Mention this ad when you schedule your  
free, no-obligation consultation and at your  
appointment, receive a free $50 gift card* 
for the new luxury Silverspot Cinemas at  
the Corners of Brookfield!
*Limit one per household, while quantities last.

Gina Della

General Manager

Visit the Pella Windows & Doors of Wisconsin showroom nearest you: 

Brookfield  -  Green Bay  -  Madison  -  Appleton  |  PellaWI.com  |  877.687.0657

Upgrade your home with beautiful styles

© 2019 Pella Corporation

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952


