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STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 

“Be doers of the word and not hearers only . . .” - James 1:22 

 

It is easy to understand the definition of stewardship - living  

a grateful and generous life. The hard part is doing it! How  

do your actions reflect God’s word? Do you share your time  

in prayer with God? Do you use your talent to help those in 

need? Are you generous with your financial resources? If not, 

what are you waiting for? 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

Last Week’s Activity (August 21 and 22)  

 Envelopes     $           5,682 

 Offertory change  $              986 

 Total       $           6,668 

  

Online offertory   $           9,039 

 

Would you prayerfully  

consider treating  

Saint Dennis Parish  

as one of your children  

in your will/estate  

planning? 

 

Give Your First Fruits  

Back To God 

�� 5% to local parish 

�� 1% Annual Catholic Appeal 

�� 4% to personal charities 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Sunday, August 29 

 7:30  Liz Sommers 

 9:00  Members of the parish 

 10:45 Diane Schmelzer 

 

Monday, August 30 

 8:00 Deceased members of the  

  Gundlach and McCool families 

  

Tuesday, August 31 

 8:00 Dee Ramos 

 

Wednesday, September 1 

 8:00 Special intention (M.J.B.) 

 

Thursday, September 2 

 8:00 Shirley Lewandewski 

 

Friday, September 3 

 8:00  Dean Frederickson 

 

Saturday, September 4 

 4:00  Carolyn Creeron 

 

Sunday, September 5 

 7:30  Dee Ramos 

 9:00  Members of the parish 

 10:45 Mary Skaggs 

CONGRATULATIONS  

Congratulations to Ivy Sauer and  

Sylveria Mendy receiving their First 

Communion on Sunday, August 29. 

 

May you continue to feel the infinite  

love of Christ. 

 

FELLOWSHIP AFTER MASSES 

�� August 28 (Knights of Columbus) 

�� September 5 (Women of Saint Dennis) 

�� September 12 (Knights of Columbus) 

FAITH FORMATION ONLINE  

REGISTRATION CLOSING TUESDAY 

My Lighthouse!  

Faith Formation K-8 classes will be held  

on Mondays offering a year filled with  

both in-person and virtual classes, along 

with family opportunities each month.  

Confirmation students should also sign up 

for classes held on Sundays. Visit the parish website for  

first semester calendars, registration and payment buttons.  

Registration is open and will run through August 31 on  

the parish website. Questions or problems? Call Jacque  

at 246-5124 or email at jchilds@stdennisparish.org.  

MOM’S GROUP 

Mom's Group meets on Tuesdays during the school year  

from 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Our first meeting is September 7 

in Fellowship Hall. Come join us for conversation and coffee. 

Moms of all ages are welcome. Prayer and fellowship are  

a part of the meetings. Moms with lap babies and small  

children welcome. Questions? Email Beth Rodwell at 

packer70_2001@yahoo.com or (630) 251-3776. 

THANK YOU 

Thank you for all your prayers  

and the cards you are sending  

for Marv and me during his  

hospitalization, time at Oak Park 

Rehab and now at Heritage  

Assisted Living. This is quite a journey we are on, and  

your thoughts and prayers are most appreciated.  

 - Marv and Gen Johnson 
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FATHER RANDY WRITES . . . 

“Religion that is pure and undefiled  

before God and Father is this;  

to care for orphans and widows in their affliction  

and to keep oneself unstained by the world.” -James 1:27 

 

The terms “religion” and “religious” are rarely used in the 

New Testament. To this day many shy away from “religion” 

and yet readily admit they are “spiritual.” The writer James  

is concerned with three behaviors considered righteous or 

religious before God. 

 

The first behavior demands “Keeping a tight rein on the 

tongue.” He offers the analogy of a bridle and bit as how  

a rider controls the horse in terms of speed and direction. 

James notices that such a tiny instrument has an  

authoritative influence upon the powerful animal. For Saint 

James, failing to control one’s speech means that one is  

deceiving oneself about having true religion and this kind  

of religion is worthless. 

 

The second conduct involves “Looking after widows and  

orphans.” In the ancient world, widows and orphans were 

helpless and left to provide for themselves. Caring for the 

helpless, the poor and widows is not a leftover act of  

generosity but rather requires an intentional act of putting  

the needs of others first. How have you looked after  

“widows and orphans” this past week? 

 

The third test is “To keep oneself from being polluted by the 

world.” This requires daily monitoring as not to be inundated 

with the “noise of the media” so much so that we neglect the 

still voice of God within our heart. Prefer ‘people and nature 

over devices and displays.’  Develop a daily routine that  

incorporates solitude and silence. 

 

The School Bell Rings! 

We are grateful for the gift and celebration of summer which 

allows for rest, renewal, and much opportunity for family time 

together. Yet, all good things come to an end. This past  

Thursday we welcomed back to school some 260 children, 

eager to be back together and return to the friendly place of 

Saint Dennis! 

 

Blessings to all involved in the gift of educating our young 

children both here at Saint Dennis and all other area schools. 

Recall the impact of your favorite teachers or heroes from 

your own childhood and express gratitude to all those who 

are making a difference in the lives of today’s young people. 

 

Peace, Father Randy 

CARE FOR CREATION 

Restoring Our Common Home 

The theme for the Season of Creation 

2021 is “Restoring Our Common Home.“ 

During this season we are asked to join together to  

celebrate creation and protect our common home through 

prayer, reflection and action. 

 

The global Christian family is called to awaken to the  

urgent need to heal our relationships with creation and  

with each other and to encourage our parish communities 

to do the same, “for we know that things can change!”  

(Laudato Si’, 13).  

 

This year we celebrate this season mindful of the fact that 

our world continues to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic  

as well as a devastating climate and biodiversity crisis. We 

look towards two UN Conferences in the Autumn, COP15 

(on Biodiversity, due to take place in China) and COP24  

(on climate change, Glasgow) in the hope that world  

leaders take the urgent action that is needed to Restore  

Our Common Home.  

 

Catholics are urged to sign the “Healthy Planet, Healthy  

People” petition as a key action for this year’s Season of 

Creation. This petition has been endorsed by the Vatican 

Dicastery for Integral Human Development in the hope  

that millions of Catholics will raise their voices in the public 

sphere to help Restore Our Common Home in the run up  

to these vital UN Conferences. (Catholic Adult Formation 

and Education, Diocese of Fern, Ireland)  

 

For resources on how to celebrate the Season of  

Creation and mark it in our parishes, see the Irish Bishop’s 

Conference website: Season of Creation 2021 | Irish  

Catholic Bishops’ Conference.�

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION  

OF ADULTS 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is for those who 

wish to know more about the Catholic faith and perhaps  

become members of the Catholic Church. Inquiry sessions  

of this process will begin soon. If you or someone you know  

is interested, contact Dewayne Kennedy-Parker at 241-8732  

or email at dkennedyparker@gmail.com. 

DO MORE,  

BE MORE 

As Catholic men, we are 

called to do more. The 

Knights of Columbus can  

help you answer that call.  

Membership connects you 

with opportunities to make 

an impact in your community 

and gives you access to  

resources that help you  

grow deeper in faith and stay 

informed about the issues 

Catholics care about. You will 

also have exclusive access  

to insurance and financial planning products to help you  

protect your family. As part of a council, you will be able to 

serve your parish and community directly with support of a 

fraternity of brothers who share your faith, your values and 

your desire to live with purpose. Questions? Call Rick Raulin 

at (608) 628-0973 or email Rick at rickraulin@aol.com. 

“Let us ask the Lord to help  

us be consistent and to  

courageously combat anything 

that can lead us away from  

the truth and from the faith we 

profess. Only thus can we truly 

build unity and fraternity.” 

 

8-25-2021 



THE POPE’S MONTHLY 

PRAYER INTENTION  

FOR SEPTEMBER 

Intention for Evangelization:  

An Environmentally Sustainable Lifestyle 

We pray that we all will make courageous choices for a  

simple and environmentally sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing  

in our young people who are resolutely committed to this. 

Saint Dennis Parish 4 Madison, WI 

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 

GIVING TREE 

Saint Dennis teachers are finding creative ways to engage 

students virtually and in-person. Teachers have provided the 

items they need and Home and School is looking for in-kind 

donations or financial gifts. If you are interested in supporting 

our teachers, contact Rebecca Hogan, Home and School  

Giving Tree Coordinator at stdennishsa@gmail.com. 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Upcoming Events 

 

Friday, September 3 and Monday,  

September 6 

No school - Happy Labor Day 

 

Is life overwhelming right now? 

Take a deep breath, and remind 

yourself of your blessings,  

especially your faith and your  

marriage. This too shall pass!  

HELP WANTED 

Pregnancy Helpline of Madison is seeking a Volunteer/

Donation Center Coordinator. This position would be  

20-25 hours a week. The ideal candidate will have strong 

leadership, interpersonal skills, be able to recruit, train, 

maintain volunteers, work in a team environment, flexible 

schedule and supports the mission and values of Pregnancy 

Helpline. A full job description and more information about 

our organization on our website www.pregnancyhelpline.net. 

Questions? Email jobs@pregnancyhelpline.net. 

RETROUVAILLE 

Is your marriage tearing you apart? We invite you to find help 

through Retrouvaille where husbands and wives are helped 

to re-discover each other. In Retrouvaille, couples discover 

they are not alone. There is hope and grace. Madison’s  

upcoming Retrouvaille program begins September 24 - 26  

at the Green Lake Conference Center. Follow up sessions  

will be in Madison. Call 249-2377. Check our website at 

www.helpourmarriage.org. Your confidentiality is always  

respected. 

 

DIAPER DASH 5K RUN/WALK 

Pregnancy Helpline of Madison is hosting its 7

th

 Annual  

Diaper Dash from 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. on Saturday,  

September 25 at McKee Farms Park in Fitchburg. This  

family-friendly event will consist of a 5k run/2 mile walk,  

Kids’ Dash, children’s activities, diaper drive collection, and 

more! Prizes will be awarded for top fundraising and diaper 

donations. The cost is $30 for an individual registration,  

including a race day t-shirt. Family registration is $75,  

which includes two t-shirts. Group rates are available for  

junior and adult teams. Funds raised support PH Diaper  

Bank to provide diapers and wipes to families in need. 

All information can be found at www.pregnancyhelpline.org. 

This fall, Pregnancy Helpline of Madison is on track to give 

away their 1 millionth diaper. 

BLESSED SACRAMENT 

FIFTH ANNUAL  

OKTOBERFEST 

Blessed Sacrament is hosting their 

annual Oktoberfest on Saturday,  

September 19 from 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. in the school  

parking lot. Enter at Rowley Avenue. All are invited! Delicious 

local food, beer from three local breweries, live music from 

the Mike Schneider Polka Band, and an opportunity  

to win fun raffle prizes! Kids activities available; bring the 

whole family! Free admission, food and beer tickets can be 

purchased with cash or credit card. Bring your ID if you wish  

to enjoy beer. 

GETTING TO THE HEART 

What makes a person wise and intelligent? Certainly it is  

not the ability to memorize facts or minute details about a 

situation. What makes a person wise and intelligent is when 

their words and actions harmoniously unite and produce  

virtue. A person can know many facts and even do the right 

actions but still have a grave flaw in their character. We 

sometimes want to delude ourselves into thinking that  

as long as we are “doing” everything correctly, we are  

automatically in right relationship with all. Such is sadly not 

the case in the kingdom of God. We are called not to be just 

hearers of the Word, but doers as well. That means getting  

to the heart of what laws and rituals are meant to signify  

and nurture. If we do not bring the actions home, where they 

belong, and allow them to speak of the goodness, mercy, 

compassion, and love of God, then they are simply empty 

worthless gestures. Welcome the Word that has been  

planted within you so that you can be a truly wise and  

intelligent disciple of Jesus Christ. 
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TWENTY-SECOND 

SUNDAY IN  

ORDINARY TIME 

Albert Einstein said that the “True  

measure of intelligence is not knowledge but imagination.” 

Being a disciple of Jesus Christ requires a great deal of  

imagination. It is not enough to simply attend to facts, rules 

and rituals and consider the job done. Quite contrarily, the 

Gospels demands creativity, of trying to discern how to put 

flesh on the Beatitudes and properly serve God’s children. 

Jesus never doled out a top down agenda. Not once did he 

ever demand conformity over conversion or sacrifice over 

mercy. The Gospel is always about putting people in touch 

with their compassionate, forgiving, and unconditionally  

loving God and meeting them where they are. 

 

For Jesus, it often meant breaking a few rules. Well respected 

and time-honored traditions had to be set aside in order to 

attend to what really mattered. God’s compassion, mercy and 

true conversion were always the trump cards. The story of the 

Good Samaritan, healing on the Sabbath, and bypassing of 

purification rituals all display this theme. Human beings can 

get too hung up on protocol and tradition. This is so much so 

that often preserving all of these things is of greater concern 

than the beggar knocking on our door or the sinner looking 

for mercy. It is no wonder, then, that we can easily become 

hypocritical. Many can see us on our knees in prayer  

while our true heart and actions, rooted in judgment and  

self-preservation, are hidden from others. It is a trap into 

which we can easily fall. Who cares how we live our lives  

as long as our hands are properly washed! 

 

Here enters the need for imagination and the distinction  

of truly being a wise and intelligent person. It takes a good 

measure of creativity and a lot of guts to really be a doer of 

God’s word and not merely a hearer. Being a person who 

does not just tell people about God but shows people God  

requires courage and ingenuity. That is why people like  

Saint Francis of Assisi and Saint Teresa of Calcutta are  

timeless. Their genuineness speaks volumes generation to 

generation. It is risky business taking the step to allow God 

into our hearts. Permitting God to release us from the grip  

of our evil thoughts, infidelity, greed, malice, sexual  

improprieties, licentiousness, envy, arrogance, folly, and the 

like takes courage. That is why we prefer to spend our energy 

rearranging the future rather than take measures to secure  

a foundation that is most certainly crumbling. 

 

Saint Dennis Parish 

thanks you for choosing  

to advertise in our parish 

bulletin. Because of your 

advertisement, we are 

able to provide this  

bulletin free of charge. Parish members, support our  

advertisers and do not forget to mention you have seen  

their ads in the bulletin. 

 

 

Parish Office 

413 Dempsey Road, Madison, WI 53714-3015 

Office is closed but phones are answered Monday-Thursday,  

8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Phone: (608) 246-5124 

Fax: (608) 246-5138 

Email: office@stdennisparish.org 

Website: http://www.stdennisparish.org 

 

Parish Priests 

Father Randy J. Timmerman, D. Min., Pastor  

Office: (608) 246-5124  rtimmerman@stdennisparish.org 

 

Father Joji Reddy Allam, Parochial Vicar  

Office: (608) 246-5124   

jallam@stdennisparish.org  

 

Deacon 

Deacon David Hendrickson  ��������(608) 246-5124 

dhendrickson@stdennisparish.org 

 

Parish Administrator 

Karen Kaehr  ������: (608) 661-0541 

kkaehr@stdennisparish.org 

 

School - Grades 4K thru 8 

Matt Beisser, Principal  ��������(608) 246-5121 

principal@st-dennisschool.org 

409 Dempsey Road 

 

Director of Faith Formation 

Lisa Harms  ��������(608) 246-5123  

lharms@stdennisparish.org 

 

Youth Ministry 

Katrina Tranel  ��������(608) 246-5124  

ktranel@stdennisparish.org 

 

Director of Music and Media 

Andrew Kem  Office: (608) 216-9380 

akem@stdennisparish.org 

 

Associate Director of Evangelization 

Melanie Pfeil  Office: (608) 246-5124 

mpfeil@stdennisparish.org 

SAINT TERESA OF CALCUTTA  

“I must be willing to give whatever it takes to do good to  

others. This requires that I be willing to give until it hurts.” 

READINGS 

Week of August 29, 2021 

Sunday:  Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27/ 

Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23  

Monday: 1 Thes 4:13-18/Lk 4:16-30 

Tuesday: 1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11/Lk 4:31-37 

Wednesday: Col 1:1-8/Lk 4:38-44 

Thursday: Col 1:9-14/Lk 5:1-11 

Friday:  Col 1:15-20/Lk 5:33-39 

Saturday: Col 1:21-23/Lk 6:1-5 

Next Sunday: Is 35:4-7a/Jas 2:1-5/Mk 7:31-37 
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Dependable 
DRAIN, SEWER AND 
SEPTIC TANK SERVICE

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

 
256-5189 OR CALL 838-7676 

Terra Herale, Owner

TRUSTED & RECOMMENDED IN 
DANE & ROCK COUNTY SINCE 1948

Dr. NelsonDr. Nelson

For All Your Eye Care Needs
608-839-0980

427 W. Cottage Grove Rd.
Cottage Grove WI

Dr. NelsonDr. Nelson
Parish MemberParish Member

Heating • Air Conditioning • Generators 
Solar • Plumbing • Electrical

608-837-9367 
3361 Brooks Drive, Sun Prairie, WI 53590 

www.cardinalhvac.com

MADISON • MIDDLETON • OREGON • LODI 
STOUGHTON • CROSS PLAINS • FITCHBURG

www.gundersonfh.com

“Helping Madison Grow Since 1953”

919 Applegate Rd.    danielsco.com     608-271-4800

Commercial • Design-Build • Industrial

D A N I E L S 
General Contractors 

Employee Owned/ESOP

Since 1934

KELENY TOP SOIL 
Shredded Top Soil - Garden Mix - Shredded Bark  
Washed Stone - Crushed Rock & Granite - Sand 

833-4835

 Inc.
CORNER OF ATWOOD & FAIR OAKS 
2926 ATWOOD AVENUE     249-2266

PARISH MEMBER SINCE 1985

METAL ROOFING
S Y S T E M S

(608)288-9094
WWW.BEAUTIFULROOFS.COM

Beautiful...for life!

Three Convenient Locations: 
691 Commercial Ave., Sun Prairie • 608-837-5113 

4202 Reardon Rd., De Forest • 608-846-1002 
713 Walsh Rd., Madison • 608-442-7339

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1999!

 
www.MadisonAreaSelfStorage.com

All locations offer Climate Control and Security Gates 

➢ CARPET ➢ HARDWOOD 
➢ TILE & STONE ➢ LAMINATE ➢ VINYL 

WWW.WALGENMEYERS.COM

 2014 S. Stoughton Rd.  200 Main Street 
 Madison, WI 53716  Stoughton, WI 53589 
 608-221-7847  608-873-3535

An authorized dealer of

ANDREW JOHNSON
Real Estate Agent

(608) 218-4088 
Andrew@calculatedrei.com 

www.MadisonRG.com

Steven Rammer, Field Agent
608-219-7461
steven.rammer@kofc.org
License #19572082

Contact Jeff Tkachuk to place an ad today! 
jtkachuk@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2513
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We’ll help you every step of the way.We’ll help you every step of the way.
Offering a continuum of care for seniors:Offering a continuum of care for seniors:
>> Independent Living    Independent Living   >> Assisted Living  Assisted Living 
>> Memory Care    Memory Care   >> Rehabilitation Rehabilitation
Call 608-663-8600 or email Call 608-663-8600 or email 
madisonsales@oakparkplace.com madisonsales@oakparkplace.com 
718 Jupiter Dr., Madison, WI 53718 718 Jupiter Dr., Madison, WI 53718 
oakparkplace.com/madisonoakparkplace.com/madison

Wayne’s Automotive 
Your One Stop Repair Shop

608 221-1438 
220 Cottage Grove Road • Madison Wisconsin 53716
Pure Gas!  No Ethanol  Your car will love it! 

ASE Certified Technicians Adam & Bryan will keep your car happy

Heritage Monona • 111 Owen Road • 608-441-9990 
www.heritagesenior.com

NEED A LITTLE HELP?
Just Checking In... LLC
We are smaller, but that’s what 

makes us better!
838-9101

Call Mary Fischer for more Information...
IN-HOME CAREGIVING AND ASSISTANCE

Alan Charles 
Advisor

(608) 250-9089

 

Murphy & Pressentin, LLC
Donald J. Murphy, Parish Member

Injury Attorneys
222-2282

CROAK, GONZALEZ,
ECKERLE & MARTINSON
Wills, Estate Planning, Tax Preparation, 

Real Estate, Family Law

222-2505      200 River Place Ste 260

MARTIN 
GLASS CO.

Windows - Mirrors - Thermopanes 
Screens Repaired

2323 Atwood Ave.  249-0438

The way healthcare should be
Local • Independent • Affordable • Physician Owned & Operated 

Membership-based Medical Practice 

Dr Nicole Hemkes MD | Dr Adam Balin MD
3205 Glacier Ridge Rd • Middleton, WI 53562                       608-268-6211 
157 S Fair Oaks Ave. • Madison, WI 53704 advocatedpc.com

Contact Jeff Tkachuk to place an ad today! 
jtkachuk@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2513

“After 49 years in business,

DuBois Auto Clinic  

is changing our name”

     608-222-2568
801 Atlas Ave • Madison, WI 53714

Independent and Assisted Living

(608) 849-5016 | www.waunakeemanor.com 
801 Klein Dr. • Waunakee


