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26th SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

Pastor: Father Jim Goerend
 j.goerend@dbqarch.org
Deacon: Deacon Bill Biver
 b.biver@dbqarch.org
Music/Liturgy Coordinator: Richard Beaves
 r.beaves@dbqarch.org
Faith Formation Coordinator: Ann Sirianni
 a.sirianni@dbqarch.org
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Mark Bodensteiner
 m.bodensteiner@dbqarch.org
Confirmation Coordinator: Maria Schmitz
 m.schmitz@dbqarch.org
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Alice Noethe
 a.noethe@dbqarch.org
Communications Coordinator: Adam Mumm
 a.mumm@dbqarch.org
Operations Manager: Jennifer Porter
 j.porter@dbqarch.org
Administrative Assistant: Donna Goedert
 d.goedert@dbqarch.org 
Faith Formation Administrative Assistant: Lois Leytem
 l.leytem@dbqarch.org 

PARISH STAFF

Weekends: Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 8:30am* & 11:00am

Weekdays:    Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 12:00 Noon
          Tuesday: 5:30pm 
         Thursday: 8:00am

*8:30 Mass Live Streamed on YouTube

MASS TIMES

Reconciliation: Thursday: 8:30 - 9:00am
             Friday: 11:15am - 11:45am 
           Saturday: 4:00pm - 4:30pm
    Or by appointment
Baptism: Pre-baptismal program required.

Call the Parish Office for more information.
Matrimony: Call the Parish Office at least six months prior  
  to your desired date for more information. 
  We look forward to celebrating with you!
Anointing of the Sick: Call Parish Office to set up appointment.

SACRAMENTS

PARISH OFFICE

Parish Office & Mailing Address:            Office closed to walk-ins
60 South Algona Street • Dubuque, IA  52001
Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday: 8:00am-4:30pm
   Friday: 8:00am-1:00pm
Phone Numbers: Parish Office: 563-588-1433
 Parish Fax: 563-588-4108
 Scrip: 563-557-9091 Ext. 220     
SJTW Early Childhood/Preschool: 563-582-1246
Gym Supervisor Dawn: 563-564-0139    Gym rentals suspended

To attend Mass, please sign up via our 
website or by calling the Parish Office.



26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, September 28
Noon - Lois Gross t
Tuesday, September 29
5:30pm - Michael Leehan t
Wednesday, September 30
Noon - Bob Steuck t
Thursday, October 1
8:00am -  Mike Thomas t 
Friday, October 2
Noon - John Rodham t 
Saturday, October 3
5:00pm - John Rodham t
Sunday, October 4
8:30am - Walter & Daniel Bockenstedt t
11:00am - For the People of the Parish

STAFF CORNER

When I was teaching I would get to school well before most of 
the other teachers and staff in order to open my classroom so 
students would have a place to hang out before classes began. 
Many of them were there early because mom or dad dropped 
them off on their way to work. Regardless of the reason, several 
of them would tell me what was going on in their lives. Often, 
they would say that their parents were being unfair, or that 
coach was being unfair, or their boss at work was unfair. I would 
tell the students that life is not always fair and that their parents 
or coaches were usually trying to do what was best for them, 
whether they agreed with it or not.
In our first reading, we find what looks to be an argument 
between the people of Israel and God. The Israelites claim 
that “The Lord’s way is not fair!” God shows the Israelites that 
punishment comes to those who actually commit sin, not to 
those who just happen to be born of sinful parents. 
It is our own actions that matter. If we sin, wouldn’t it be 
fair for us to be punished?
Jesus, in today’s Gospel reading from Matthew, illustrates 
the point. A man asks both of his sons to go and work in the 
vineyard, one tells his father no but ends up going to the 
vineyard while the other son does the opposite. Jesus asks 
which one did his father’s will and he tells us that it’s the son 
who said no but wound up heading to the vineyard anyway. 
Eleanor Stump, a professor of Catholic philosophy, wrote the 
following: “And so here is the thing for us to notice. What the first 
son says (no) is contrary to the Father’s will. But what he does 
is in accordance with it. It is just the other way around with the 
son who said yes. The words of this son are obedient to God’s 
will, but his life is lived in opposition to it. The words of the son 
who said yes are empty. His life, not his words, tell the real truth 
about his relationship to his father. The truth is that this son 
rejects the father’s will, however much acceptance there is 
in his words. It is good if our words say YES to God. But what 
is crucial is that our lives say YES to God. Unless they do, our 
words are worthless.”
In Christ,
Fr. Jim

THIS WEEK’S READINGS

Readings for the week of September 27, 2020
Sunday:  Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [6a]/Phil 2:1-11/ 
  Mt 21:28-32
Monday: Jb 1:6-22/Ps 17:1bcd, 2-3, 6-7 [6]/Lk 9:46-50
Tuesday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/ 
  Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5 [1]/Jn 1:47-51
Wednesday: Jb 9:1-12, 14-16/Ps 88:10bc-11, 12-13, 14-15 [3]/ 
  Lk 9:57-62
Thursday: Jb 19:21-27/Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc, 13-14 [13]/ 
  Lk 10:1-12
Friday:  Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5/Ps 91:1-2, 3-4ab, 4c-6, 10-11  
  [11]/Mt 18:1-5, 10
Saturday: Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17/Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 125,  
  130 [135]/Lk 10:17-24
Next Sunday: Is 5:1-7/Ps 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20 [Is 5:7a]/ 
  Phil 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-43

Fr. Jim Goerend
Pastor
j.goerend@dbqarch.org
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Faithful Citizenship
A voting resource recently issued 
by the four Bishops in Iowa called  
Faithful Citizenship for Iowa Catholics 
is now available. It can be found on the 
Archdiocesan website, dbqarch.org, by 
clicking on the image at the top of 
the home page.

Some days, the road ahead of us seems impassable. It’s easy to 
feel overwhelmed as the pandemic, systemic racism, and natural 
disasters hinder our journey forward. 
But, in these clearly unprecedented times, we must remember 
that Jesus never gave up when meeting adversity. 
As a parish community, whether we walk together virtually or in 
person, God’s love will sustain us and guide us. 
We have the power to collectively be the light our world needs. 
And we’ll get there. Together.
Join us September 6 – October 11 for our new series, “To Get 
There Together,” as we take a closer look at how we can trust in 
God and help our neighbor in these challenging days.
We’d love to reconnect in person or, if you’re unable to gather 
with us in church, join us online for 8:30 a.m. Sunday Mass live 
on our YouTube channel. 
Learn more at theworker.org

September 6 - October 11

NAVIGATING THE ELECTION

Sunday at Home
Every Weekend on theworker.org
If you or someone you know can’t 
make it Mass, check out our weekly 
“Sunday at Home” blog posts on the 
parish website! These posts include 
a link to watch the 8:30 Mass live 
stream as well as links to the Sunday 
Readings, the Prayers of the Faithful, 
the Act of Spiritual Communion and links to songs.

Pet Blessing
Sunday, October 3
9:30am in the Reflection Garden
You’re invited to bring your dog, cat, gerbil, horse, etc., 
to be blessed. All creatures are important in the eyes 
of our Creator! Please bring a non-perishable food item 
which will be shared with our local food pantry. Call the 
Parish Office for more info.

55Things to Know
This Week

11
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Spiritual Tailgating
This Weekend (Sept. 26-27)
In the Parking Lot after each Mass
We’ll circle our cars to check in 
with each other for approximately 
20-30 minutes. For more 
information, see the next page.

Make sure you sign up for Mass so we 
know how many guests we can expect. 
This helps us be prepared so we can offer 
Mass in as safe a way as possible. When 
you’re signing up, consider volunteering 
to help with one of the ministries like being an usher or 
sanitizing the church after Mass. You can sign up online 
at theworker.org or by calling the Parish Office.

Remember to Reserve Your Seat!
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33 Treasure Talk
Tuesday, Oct. 6
10:00am in Martin Hall
Join us for our first Treasure Talk. We’ll spend our time 
together getting to know Fr. Jim followed by some 
time for prayer. RSVP by calling the Parish Office or by 
emailing Ann. See the next page for more info. 

    TreasureTreasure
LuncheonLuncheon
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563-588-143360 S Algona St.

IN OTHER NEWS

RCIA
Are you the spouse of a Catholic who has been 
coming to Mass for a while and might be interested 
in learning more about the Catholic Faith? Are 
you an adult who was never Confirmed and think 
now might be the right time? Are you an adult who 
was baptized Catholic but never received First Communion or 
Confirmation. If you answered yes to any of these questions, 
contact Ann Sirianni at the parish office 
(asirianni@dbqarch.org or 563-588-1433) to learn more about 
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). RCIA is a journey 
for those who wish to become Catholic and our journey at St. 
Joseph the Worker will begin in the fall; the date and time are to 
be determined by the participants.

Spiritual Tailgating
Our parish staff are interested in 
how you are doing in the midst of 
the pandemic! Join us after Mass this 
weekend for a little Spiritual Tailgating! 
After each Mass on both weekends 
we’ll circle our cars in the church 
parking lot and the school parking lot to check in with each 
other for approximately 20-30 minutes. All parishioners are 
invited even those who have not been attending Mass. Masks 
and social distancing will be observed for tailgating! For more 
information, call the parish office at 563-588-1433.

Treasure Luncheon
Our first Treasure Luncheon of 
the season is October 6, but it’s 
not going to be a luncheon?! We’ll 
have a Treasure Talk on Tuesday, 
October 6, at 10:30am. We won’t be serving food so that we can 
have safe social distancing. Our first Treasure Talk will include 
spending some time checking in with all who attend along with 
getting to know Fr. Jim. We’ll also spend some time in prayer 
since October 7 is Our Lady of the Rosary Day. We’d like to 
know who’s coming, so please call Donna or Ann at the parish 
office (563-588-1433) or email Ann at a.sirianni@dbqarch.org 

Trunk & Treat
We’ll have our second annual Trunk & 
Treat on Friday, October 30. Kids, start 
thinking about your costume! Parents, start 
thinking about how you’ll decorate your 
trunk! We’ll have more information soon!

Prayer Partners
Would you like to pray for the kids 
in our parish who are preparing for 
the Sacraments of Reconciliation 
and First Communion? I am looking 
for adult parishioners of any age who will be a “Prayer Partner” 
for our sacramental prep kids.  You would be given a name of 
who to pray for each week and then twice during the school 
year meet with your partner for a planned activity. Those who 
say “yes” will have to watch a safe environment video and have 
a non-financial background check. Please consider helping 
with this project…it won’t take much time and it will have great 
rewards! For more info, contact Ann Sirianni at 563-588-1433 or 
a.sirianni@dbqarch.org

“America Needs Fatima” Rosary Rally
A Public Rosary Rally so our nation may regain a sense 
of moral direction including national election, moral 
reform of the Church, an end of abortion, and attacks 
of Christian Marriage public rosaries will be offered at 
12:00noon, Saturday, Oct. 10, in the parking lot at Holy 
Trinity Church - 1701 Rhomberg and at Church of the 
Nativity - 1225 Alta Vista. These rosary rallys, held under the 
auspices of American Needs Fatima, is in reparation for the 
offenses against the Blessed Virgin Mary and her Divine Son. 
The public is invited to attend. For more information, please 
contact Vince Meis at 563-552-6279.

Haiti Water Project Update
Thanks to the generosity of many SJTW 
parishioners, Fr. Tom McDermott, Brian 
Whisenant and the Rotary Clubs of 
Platteville, Richland Center, and Prairie du 
Chien in Wisconsin, we are happy to report 
that all the funds needed to build a new 
Water Treatment Center has been sent to 
Fr. Paul Dorlean, pastor of our sister parish, St. Therese of the 
Child Jesus, in Gonaives, Haiti. We appreciate the support of 
everyone involved, especially as our brothers and sisters in Haiti 
are suffering from the Covid-19 virus, political unrest, violence 
in the streets, the recent hurricanes, and the day-to-day poverty 
so prevalent in this country. See our website for periodic posts 
of the progress of the building of this desperately needed 
water treatment center. Please consider ongoing support of the 
operating expenses of our sister parish and its school by making 
regular monthly contributions. Such contributions can be put 
into an envelope marked “Haiti Contribution” and dropped into 
the collection basket or at the parish office. Thank you so much!

September 19-20
Adult Envelopes (31 envelopes) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,057.00
Offertory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $137.00
September 15 EFTs (71 envelopes) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,191.00

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE

River City Paving 
Thank You!

THIS WEEK’S ADVERTISER
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Our goal is to give everyone a chance to attend Mass and 
receive the Eucharist as safely as we can while protecting the 
most vulnerable.  
Things will be a little different for a while, 
so please keep the following in mind: 

• Signing Up for Masses: you will need to sign up to attend 
Mass using the online sign-up on the parish website. If 
you don’t have Internet access, call the parish office at 
563-588-1433 and Donna will sign you up. There are slots 
for 70 households. If there are more than six people in 
your household, please use a second slot.

• Face Masks: When you arrive at Mass, you will put on 
your mask while still in your car. We are asking that 
everyone wears a mask.

• Entering the Church: You’ll get out of your car and come 
to the main entrance leaving a 6-foot space between 
you and anyone who’s not part of your household. You’ll 
sanitize your hands and come through the doors where a 
hospitality minister will show you to your seat down one-
direction aisles. We need volunteers for seating people.

• Seating: There will only be seating for approx. 90 
individuals. There may be more as households may sit 
together. You probably won’t be sitting in your usual spot. 

• During Mass: We will not do any singing. There will be 
no collection, but you can leave your offering in a basket 
at the Information Station. There will be no procession of 
gifts, holding hands at the Our Father, and no “physical” 
Sign of Peace. We’re using Communion patterns that 
facilitate social distancing. We ask that everyone receives 
the Eucharist in the hand. Communion from the cup 
remains suspended.

• Leaving the Church: You will be dismissed after Mass by 
the hospitality ministers who brought you in. We need 
volunteers to wipe down pews after each Mass to 
prepare for the next. 

Remember that attending Mass does carry with it a greater 
risk of exposure to COVID-19. All Catholics in the Archdiocese 
of Dubuque are still dispensed from the obligation to attend 
Sunday Mass. For your own health and safety, if you’re 60 or 
older, have an underlying condition or do not feel safe attending 
Mass, we ask that you strongly consider not attending.
We know how difficult this is. It isn’t the way that any of us want, 
but it is the way it will need to be to ensure your well-being 
Thank you all for your cooperation and patience.

OUR NEW NORMAL
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We’ll help you every step of the way.We’ll help you every step of the way.
Offering a continuum of care for seniors:Offering a continuum of care for seniors:

> Memory Care

> Independent Living    

> Assisted Living 

Call 563-585-4900Call 563-585-4900    
or email dubuquesales@oakparkplace.com or email dubuquesales@oakparkplace.com 
1381 Oak Park Pl., Dubuque, IA 52002 
oakparkplace.com/dubuque

ALUMINUM PRODUCTS, INC.
555 Huff St.

Better Building Products Since 1951

 Call 563-588-2036     Free Estimates

Leonard Funeral  
Home & Crematory

Patrick A. Leonard 
Funeral Director & Parish Member

2595 Rockdale Rd. 556-6788

 

Happy Joe’s

PIZZA &
ICE CREAM

PARLOR

556-0820 
1094 University

Delivery 556-0823

Dubuque’s own Casino
More than just fun & games
1855 Greyhound Park Rd • Dubuque IA

800-373-3647
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Edwards Concrete Contractors, Inc.
Tyrone Putchio & Sons

(563) 588-2026 
Wolff Road • Dubuque, IA

St. Joseph the Worker
theworker.weshareonline.org

www.rivercity-paving.com

RHOMBERG’S 
FUR & LEATHER 

GALLERY

583-8231 
1000 White St. 

Dubuque, IA

 
 
 

Overhead Door Company of Dubuque 
DIV: Cedar Cross Overhead Door 

1040 Cedar Cross Rd. 
Dubuque, IA 52003

overheaddoordubuque.com

Dan, Chip & Jack Pregler 582-3020

 
Bikes • Skis • Fitness Equipment

(563) 582-4500

Radford Rd. • Dubuque, IA

www.freeflightbikes.com

Stephen J. Dalsing, D.C. 
Tyler G. Timmerman, D.C.

1920 J.F.K. Rd., Dubuque, IA

Ph. (563) 556-0601 
Fax (563) 556-0605

Office Hours By Appointment

Offices in Dubuque 

East Dubuque 

& Bellevue

888-556-6660

Steven D. Sloan, O.D. 
Martha S. Smith, O.D. 

Stephanie M. Sloan, O.D.

505 Cedar Cross Road                   113 State Street 
Dubuque, IA 52003                   Bellevue, IA 52031 
563-556-3937                                    563-872-5975 

Bryan P. Pechous, M.D. 
Lucas S. Flamich, O.D. 

Complete eye care and new patients 
 are always welcome 
563-588-4675

300 N. Grandview • Dubuque, IA 52001-6397 
www.ophthalmogypc.com

Brannon 
Monument Company

Large Indoor Showroom

Generations Serving 
Generations

1310 White St., Dubuque 
583-6318

The Brannons
Parish Members

12678 INDUSTRIAL COURT 
PEOSTA, IOWA 52068

PHONE: 563/557-1555

Steve Rodham, Parish Member 

www.addoco.com

1475 Associates Dr | Dubuque, IA  52002
563.557.9952 | homeandfloorshow.com

Make Yourself at

JIM RUNDE
UPHOLSTERY, INC.

Auto • Boat • Commercial

Convertible Tops – Boat Covers & Tops

Jim & Kathy Runde - Parishioners

584-0922

5255 Pennsylvania Ave., Dubuque

PHONE (563) 583-6494

& Kitchen& Kitchen
Funeral Home 

Cremation Service 

3860 Asbury Rd., Dubuque 
582-5222 • www.hskfhcares.com

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

Self-Storage Units
Moving Supplies

Barb Soppe – Parish Member
14628 Hwy 20 W. 52003-8464

(563) 583-5405

24-Hour Emergency Services 

(563) 556-2394
 www.totalph.com

William F. May, DDS • Lindsey May, DDS 
Emily May McGuire, DDS

989 Langworthy • Dubuque, IA 52001

563.583.2681
info@langworthydental.com

JON LUCAS – Owner, Parishioner
563-581-4475

1965 Jeffrey Dr. • Dubuque, IA
Full Service Lawncare Company

Mowing • Fertilizing • Weed Control
Landscaping • Snow Removal

MidWestOne.bank

	

ACCEPTING	NEW	PATIENTS!	
	

1303 Delhi St.     (563) 583- 2789 
www.kanefamilydentistry.com 

	

Nicholas K. Kane, DDS 


