ST. SEBASTIAN

CATHOLIC FAITH COMMUNITY

Member of the Milwaukee Westside Catholic Parishes along with Saint Catherine

MISSION STATEMENT

Proclaim Christ and grow believers through the sacramental Ig% qf the church in an

inclusive and responsive Catholic community.

| ComE TO DO YOUR WILL

Last Sunday, we celebrated the Epiphany of the Lord and reflected on how
God has revealed Himself to us in different ways. The most important thing
to remember is that God called the Magi from their comfort zones. When
they saw the star, they rose to go and give homage to the newborn King,
Jesus, the Messiah. The Magi went to witness, and now we are being called
from our comfort zones to witness Jesus to each other.

Last week, on Monday, we celebrated the Baptism of the Lord. It is unusual
to celebrate it on a weekday, rather than Sunday. After Jesus was baptized,
He began His public ministry of proclaiming the kingdom of God: “Jesus
went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. ‘The time has come,’
he said. ‘The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good
news!”” Mk.1:14-15. He then called His first disciples to proclaim the good
news. Even after being baptized, we are called to proclaim the good news
of the kingdom of God.

Today’s readings all have a common theme of being called to be a servant
of God, to do His will and to point to others to the kingdom. In the Gospel,
John the Baptist tells his disciples to follow Jesus: “John the Baptist saw
Jesus coming toward him and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world. He is the one of whom I said, ‘A man is coming
after me who ranks ahead of me because he existed before me.”” Jn.1:29-
30.

From the beginning, John the Baptist’s ministry was to prepare the way for
Jesus. As we heard in the Gospel reading on the Baptism of the Lord, John
the Baptist felt unworthy to be the one baptizing Jesus. He said: “I need to
be baptized by you, and yet you are coming to me?”” Jn.3:14. John humbled

himself to the point of directing his own disciples to Jesus. He felt unwor-

thy to continue with his ministry because the person he was talking about , , X

was already present. John continued to say: “He must increase, but I must
decrease.” Jn.3.30.

Jesus and John the Baptist came and did the will of God the Father, and
they gave themselves fully. Jesus died on the cross, John the Baptist was
beheaded because of telling the truth.

St. Paul also had a mission to bring Jesus’ Word to others. Paul’s mission
was to preach to the Gentiles. As we heard from the second reading: “Paul, 5400 WEST WASHINGTON BLVD
calkd o anaposte of s e by he wilofGod 1 Corl . amwauc, wi s
Jesus to others. Let us ask ourselves, how am I pointing Jesus to others PHONE: 414-453-1061 - FAX: 414-453-9449
through how I live my Christian life? Am I ready to say: “Here am I, Lord; WEBSITE: saintsebs.org
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LITURGICAL PRAYER

Monday, January 16/Weekday
8:30 AM Heb 5:1-10/ Mk 2:18-22/ Mass
Tuesday, January 17/Saint Anthony, Abbott
8:30 AM Heb 6:10-20/ Mk 2:23-28/ Mass @ St.
Catherine
Wednesday, January 18/Weekday
8:20 AM Heb 7:1-3, 15-17/ Mk 3:1-6/ School Mass
Thursday, January 19/Weekday
Heb 7:25—8:6/ Mk 3:7-12
Friday, January 20/Weekday
8:30 AM Heb 8:6-13/ Mk 3:13-19/ Mass @ St.
Catherine
6:30 PM  St. Sebastian Feast Day Prayer Service
Saturday, January 21/Saint Agnes, Virgin and Martyr
Heb 9:2-3, 11-14/ Mk 3:20-21
Sunday, January 22/The Third Sunday in Ordinary

Time
Is 8:23—9:3/ 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17/ Mt 4:12-23

8:00 AM Fr. Larry
For Reverend Dennis C. Klemme t by
Colleen Armstrong

9:00 AM  Fr. Peter Patrick @ St. Catherine

10:30 AM  Fr. Larry
6:00 PMm  Fr. Peter Patrick

FACING RACISM

As part of our parish’s effort to identify and confront racism in
our midst, we offer this reflection.

“We may not all be equally guilty. But we are all equally respon-
sible for building a decent and just society.”
—Ruby Bridges

PALLIUM LECTURE

An evening of Catholic culture through music, prayer and conver-
sation: On Tuesday, February 21, Archbishop Jerome Listecki
welcomes Monsignor James P. Shea, keynote speaker for the
2023 Pallium Lecture, who will present “Love for the Eucharist in
an Apostolic Age.” The Handmaids of the Heart of Jesus will also
join us to awaken our hearts as they sing Evening Prayer.

The 7 pm event will be held at the Brookfield Conference Center
and is free and open to the public. Register today at
https://www.archmil.org/PalliumLecture for this experience!

FAMILY MATTERS: HOw ABUSE WOUNDS
THE LOVED ONES OF VICTIM-SURVIVORS

Awake Milwaukee, a grassroots Catholic organization, invites
Catholics who want to participate in healing from the abuse crisis
to join us for our next virtual Courageous Conversation on Thurs-
day, January 19, at 7 pMm on Zoom. This event will feature the
family members of survivors of clergy sexual abuse who now
work for change and healing within the Church. A follow-up dis-
cussion will take place on Thursday, January 26, at 7 PM on
Zoom.

Please RSVP at awakemilwaukee.org/courageous-conversations
to participate live or to receive the event recording via email.

THIs WEEK

C=Church CH=Church Hall PH=Parish House S=School
TL=Teacher’s Lounge G=Gym MP=Multi-Purpose Room
AF=Adult Formation Room St. C=St. Catherine MGC=Mother of
Good Counsel

MONDAY, JANUARY 16

9:30-11:30 AM  Rosary Prayer Group (AF)

6:30-7:30 PM Human Concerns Committee (AF)
TUESDAY, JANUARY 17

9:15-10:15 AM  Adult Formation (St. C)

6:30-8:00 Pm RCIA (AF)

6:30-8:30 PM Men’s Club (MP)
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18

5:30-7:00 PMm Finance Council (PHD)

7:00-8:30 PM St. Vincent de Paul (MP)
THURSDAY, JANUARY 19

7:00-9:00 PM™ Wash. Heights Board (MP)
SATURDAY, JANUARY 21

9:00 AM-NooON  Cabaret Rehearsal (CH)

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22

9:00-10:15 AM  Middle School Faith Formation (AF)
9:00-10:15 AM  Grade School Faith Formation (S)
Noon-3:00 M Cabaret Rehearsal (CH)
4:00-5:30 PMm High School Faith Formation (AF)

REFLECTION ON THE READINGS FOR
JANUARY 15, THE SECOND SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

by: Jon Metz

I have recently been enjoying the miniseries “The Chosen.” Two
different groups in our parish cluster have been getting together to
watch it. At St Sebastian, we have been gathering Thursday eve-
nings at 6:30 P™ in the Adult Faith Formation Room, and at St
Catherine we have been meeting Tuesday mornings at 9:15 AM in
the Parish Community Center. Both groups have enjoyed the op-
portunity to imagine the time and place 2000 years ago when Je-
sus and His disciples walked the earth. There are so many details
that come alive watching a dramatic interpretation like this. For
instance, watching the disciples sleep in tents, gather by candle
light, and walk far distances, really reminds me of the humanity
and reality of those who lived so long ago. Jesus too, is portrayed
in a way that is so compassionate but also challenging. It has been
an engaging experience so far.

Today’s Gospel focuses on the baptism of Jesus. This is a familiar
reading that we just looked at in Advent, but [ am seeing it with
new eyes. After watching “The Chosen,” I am trying to imagine
the setting of the baptism.... the gathering crowd.... the cold wa-
ter... the sense of hope... In the Jesuit tradition, this is called
“Ignatian Imagination.” Putting ourselves in the story. Trying to
see what it feels like to walk in the shoes of the disciples. It can
be a powerful tool to help make a 2000-year-old story more rele-
vant to us here and now. I would encourage you to incorporate
this method into your prayer experience. You may find it enrich-
ing. Also, any and everyone is welcome to watch “The Chosen”
any time you are able to join us.
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PARISH LEADERSHIP
Shared Pastor: Fr. Peter Patrick Kimani.............. 414-453-1061
.......................................................... PPKimani@saintsebs.org
Trustee Treasurer: Richard Marcoux. ................. 414-453-1061
Trustee Secretary: Audrey Ticcioni ................... 414-257-1046
PARISH STAFF
Deacon: James Peterson ...........cccooceeverieneeniennennenn 414-258-3468
Deacon: Jim Matthias..........cccccecereeninieneenennnennenn 414-651-7392
Director-Liturgy & Music: Michael Kamenski ....... 414-453-1928
Adult Formation: Jon Metz ..........cccceveeveerieneennenn 414-453-7150
Youth & Human Concerns: Margaret Lee............... 414-453-7150
Child Minister: Morgan Frank.............ccoceviennee. 414-453-7150
Child Sacraments: Joe Sheehan.............cocceevenenee. 414-453-7150
Cluster Finance Director: Joann Perleberg ............... 414-453-1061
Director of Administration: Carole Poth ................. 414-453-1061
Development Director: Maria Watson .................... 414-453-1061
School Principal: Katie Immen ..............cocveeennene 414-453-5830
PAL Program: Frank Maloney ............ccccccveveveunnnen. 414-453-8944
Maintenance: Bryan Kirkpatrick ........c..c.cccceeennne. 414-453-8909
PASTORAL COUNCIL¥*

email: Pastoralcouncilchair@saintsebs.org

Chair: Jacob Corr; Vice Chair/Secretary: Dillon Ambrose; Edie
Schwabe; Jeffrey Altenburg; Kathy Bottoni; Judy Hill; Dan
Walker; Steve Ragatz; JoAnn Stasiewicz

FINANCE COUNCIL*

Chair: Dave Misky; Kevin Mullen; Edie Schwabe

* Contact information is in the Parish Directory and on the website.
ST. COLETTA DAY SCHOOL

CindySue Nielsen........cocevvevieeenrennne Csnielsen@scdsmke.org

FRIENDS FOR LIFE

Quote of the Week
“When we encounter Christ, experience his love, and deepen our
relationship with him, we become more aware of our own worth
and that of others. His love for each person is cause for great joy,
and growing understanding of this priceless treasure motivates us
to share his love with others. Our lives are often changed by the
witness of others; so too, others’ lives may be changed by our
witness and authentic friendship with them.”
—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“How to Build a Culture of Life” (respectlife.org/culture-of-life)

Intercession for Life
For all Christians: May we live out our baptismal call to proclaim
the Gospel of God’s love and the dignity of every human life.
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP

Regular Contributions Last Week, 1-8-23............. $ 12,653
Fiscal Year to Date, Week 28 of 52 .................... $ 388,531
Compared to Same Period Last Year ... $ 406,845
Surplus (Deficit) $ (18,314)

Building Improvement Fund Collected Since July 1 ...... $50,795
Your gifts are at work during this time of uncertainty. You al-
low our parish to carry out our mission and emerge solidly
from this crisis.

Thank you!

SUSTAINABILITY CORNER

Which left over holiday items can be recycled?

* Greeting cards and wrapping paper can be recycled as long as

they are free of ribbons, foil, and other non-paper items.

* Cardboard gift boxes and packaging can be flattened and recy-
cled, or save them to re-use or for storage.
* Gift bags, tissue paper, ribbons and bows are
NOT recyclable. Re-use them next year and save
money and room in the landfill.
Visit https://tinyurl.com/kzuurpa8 for more infor-
mation.

ONLINE DONATIONS:
e Parish Tithing — http://bit.ly/
SebsPayParish

e  Parish Building Improvement Fund — http://
bit.ly/SebsPayBuild

El £ i

QR code for parish tithing

ST. SEBASTIAN ScHooL OPEN HOUSE

Please join us for our Open House on Sunday, January 29, from

9 aMm to noon. Tour our K3-8th grade classrooms and meet our
teachers and staff. Learn why the State of Wisconsin rates Sebs as
a 5-STAR School that “Significantly Exceeds Expectations.”

We offer: Small class sizes * K3 program * Weekly All-School
Mass * Learning Specialists * Speech Therapy * School Counse-
lor * Title 1 reading and math intervention * Occupational Thera-
py partnership with Mt. Mary University * On-site child care be-
fore and after school * Music, Art, P.E., and Library teachers *
Athletics (volleyball, basketball, track) * School Musical * Foren-
sics * Student Council * Scouts

Come see what makes St. Sebastian Catholic School uniquely
special!

ST. SEBS HOME AucTION!

Get your tickets now at https://bit.ly/sebs-auction2023 for the St.
Sebastian 2023 Parish & School Auction on February 18, from 6
to 10 pM (with Mass at 5:30 PM) in the gymnasium and cafeteria.

Saint Sebastian is not just a parish, it is not just a school. It is
where we as parishioners gather as friends and community. More-
over, it is still HOME for so many alumni and past parishioners.
This year, we gather together, and welcome all alumni HOME,
back to Saint Sebastian. Invite your adult children who have grad-
uated, your neighbors who have moved elsewhere, graduates who
want to get that Saint Sebastian vibe once again.

Get your tickets now and bring your Sebs friends back HOME
with you!

Early bird tickets are $40 individual / $80 couple (until Feb. 1)
Heavy appetizers, beer, wine and signature cocktails included.

FEAST OF SAINT SEBASTIAN

Friday, January 20, 6:30 pm Prayer Service in Church. 7:00 pm
Gathering at O'Brien's Pub (4928 W Vliet St.)

On behalf of the parish, all members of the St. Sebastian Commu-
nity are invited to a social event to celebrate the feast of our pa-
tron, St. Sebastian. Light appetizers and beer will be served.
Wine or Gift Card Donation: Please consider bringing a gift card
or bottle of wine to be used for the upcoming St. Sebastian
“Home” Auction on February 18.
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Fresh Custom Cut Choice Meats * Estate Planning
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Education based IT solution provider. A Family Tradition . .
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www.bunzelmeats.com 476-4414 (41 4) 774-5010
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SUPPORT

OUR
ADVERTISERS!

Have our bulletin emailed
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J&M ACCOUNTING/AND NOW HIRING! a3
TAX SERVICE

Computerized Financial Services ***Benefits Available***
jmacct@tds:net

5714 W. Vliet St.  (414) 453-3899
Milwaukee, W1 53208 (fax) (414) 453-3907

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME

THE PRIESTS Vince Olson
HARMONY

A New Afbum From

The Worldwide Sensations
As Seen On PBS!
Available Everywhere Now

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

i . volson@4LPi.com
pUFChaseanad Wlth W : www. ThePriests.com (800) 950-9952 x2529

Instantly create and

ADT-Monitored
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

Highland Park
Family Dentistry, S.C.

Robin A. Gorman, D.D.S.

® Burglary ® Flood Detection Parish Member

® Fire Safety @ Carbon Monoxide

6101 W. Vliet Street
ADT pihorized | gataStreets 833-287-3502 475-9035

Provider

(1pi) For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 @ www.4lpi.com St. Sebastian, Milwaukee, W A 4C 01-0157



