
April 5, 2020   Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

Cathedral of Saint Mary of 
The Immaculate Conception 
607 NE Madison Ave. 
 

St. Bernard Church 
511 E. Kansas St., 61603 

Sacred Heart Church 
and combined Parish Office 
504 Fulton Street, 61602 
 

St. Joseph Church/Sophia’s Kitchen 
103 S. Richard Pryor Place 
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A Letter from the Bishop 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 

March 23, 2020 
 

My dear friends in Christ, 
 

Holy Week and Easter rank as the most important 
moments we celebrate as believers of Jesus Christ. As 
important as these great celebrations are for the 
proclaiming and strengthening of our faith, it is with 
great sadness that I must announce that the suspension 
of public worship will continue through Easter Sunday. 
 

The first words of the Risen Christ to his disciples were, 
“Peace be with you!” During this difficult and painful 
moment, we pray for the peace that only God can give. It 
is the peace that comes from having our sins forgiven 
and being united with God. 
 

Beginning with Palm Sunday and continuing through 
Easter Sunday, these events will be streamed live 
through the diocesan website: www.cdop.org. A specific 
schedule will be announced in the days ahead. If your 
own parish will not be broadcasting these Masses, I 
invite you to join in the ones we will be making available 
through the Internet. It won’t be the same as being 
together, in person; but it enables us to be united in 
ways that the current times make possible. 
 

In these difficult times when we each have to carry our 
own personal crosses, we do so in the hope of Easter 
glory. I ask your prayers for me and for your priests. 
Please know that I am holding you close to my heart and 
I am praying for you daily. 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
 

Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C. 
Bishop of Peoria 

 Brothers and Sisters, 
 

As we settle into our new routine during the quarantine, 
it is easy for us to fear that this new normal may come 
to dominate our lives as Catholics. Even the heart of our 
lives as Catholic, Holy Week and the Most Sacred Day of 
Easter have been affected, and we will be unable to 
gather on those Holy Days. 
 
Yet despite these many challenges during this time, we 
have a number of lights in the darkness. The first is that 
we are once again able to offer confessions, albeit drive
-thru, in the Spalding Pastoral Center parking lot, Mon-
Sat 11:30a-12:30p. The Diocese has also arranged for 
us to stream the greater Masses of Holy Week on the 
diocesan website. Full details will be available on 
cdop.org, but most notable for us, we will be streaming 
on Holy Thursday from the Cathedral (in English), and 
Good Friday from Sacred Heart (in Spanish). Specific 
times will be announced soon, so please check our 
website catholicpeoria.com 
 
Consequently, despite our separation from the 
Eucharist and the other Sacraments, this prolonged 
Holy Saturday may still provide an opportunity. For many 
Catholics, Mass has always been easy, and as a result, 
we may have taken it too much for granted. For those of 
you who miss the presence of our God in the Eucharist, 
let this desire shape and transform how you live your 
life. Become more intentional about daily prayer, think 
about how you may increase your time with Our 
Eucharistic Lord once Mass has become easy once 
again. But even more, pray for those countless 
Catholics, who not valuing the Eucharist in the past, 
might fall away during this time. Let your thirst for the 
Eucharist be transformed by Jesus’ thirst for our souls. 
Begin to think how you might evangelize your neighbors. 
Every death can lead to the glory of the Resurrection, 
and in this little death of Lent, might we radiate the light 
of Easter more boldly. 
 
Fr Millar 

    From the Pastor/Rector 
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BULLETIN  Yes, the Bulletin is much smaller, but that is 
due to the cancellation of events that would normally fill 
our pages.  We are just trying to stay in touch with our 
parishioners until it is safe to go back to our churches.   

PARISH ENVELOPES  Please remember that even though 
we are not currently having Masses, the churches are 
still receiving the same bills.  You may mail your 
contribution envelopes  to the parish office at 504 Fulton 
Street, Peoria, IL 61602, or you may donate online at 
catholicpeoria.com.    

PALMS  Since this is Palm Sunday, palms will be 
available outside the parking lot doors at Sacred Heart.  
this Monday, April 6th from 9:00am-11:30am.  This is for 
all of our parishes.   

CONFESSIONS  are being offered at the Spalding 
Pastoral Center from 11:30 am - 12:30 pm Monday 
through Wednesday this week (Holy Week) by drive up.  
Just drive in and one of the priests will be in their car to 
hear your confession.  This is also being offered at St. 
Philomena from 5-6 pm.   

PLEASE SEE CDOP.ORG for further information regarding 
funerals, weddings, baptisms, etc.   
 

 ST. BERNARD’S MENS CLUB CASH RAFFLE  
The  $509.00 cash drawing will still take 
place on Good Friday even though there is no 
fish fry, so there is still time to send in your 
tickets to the parish office.     

 

MASSES that had been previously scheduled will still be 
said by the priests.    
 

HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS  Until further notice, all Holy 
Hours for Vocations will be online. Join us at Facebook 
page (@FollowMePeoria) for adoration, reflections, and 
prayers for vocations every 2nd Tuesday of the month. 

SOPHIA’S KITCHEN  Sophia's 
Kitchen has been closed due to the 
COVID-19 Shelter in Place, 
especially since most of our 
volunteers are older than 70, and 
it's essential to keep them safe! 
Before we closed, we quickly 
packed over 160 bags of groceries 
and gave them to our guests. While 
we've been closed, our Little Free 

Pantry is being stocked multiple times a day. Once the 
'all clear' is given, we'll be sure to sanitize the kitchen 
again thoroughly. Plans have been made to hold food 
pantry days if the Governor orders longer closures. Your 
help is needed! Please continue to stock the Little Free 
Pantry. We've run out of vegetables, canned fruits and 
canned soups. Your dollars will allow us to place a bulk 
food order to fill pantry bags. Thank you for making sure 
no one goes hungry in these unique days ahead.  

                                       Parish & Community News 

HOPE!  So nice to see the first 
daffodils in bloom in the St. 
Bernard church garden.  
Spring has arrived, enjoy the 
show! 

Sign of the Cross  
 

Question:  
Why do Catholics make the sign of the cross? 
 

Answer:  
The sign of the cross is a devotional practice that 
dates back to the first Apostles. When making the 
sign of the cross, we remember Jesus Christ who died 
for us and also bear witness to the fact that we 
belong to him and are called to share the Good News 
to all the world. At our Baptism, we were signed with a 
cross and marked for Christ. That mark remains on us 
throughout the entirety of our lives. We remind 
ourselves of that mark every time we make the same 
gesture over our bodies. We also remind ourselves 
that to be a Christian means we are to “put on Christ” 
and be Christ for a world that needs to know him. In a 
way, this devotional gesture covers us with Christ so 
that others may see him in us. 

SNICKERS AND GIGGLES 
 

What Next?  God was talking to one of his angels and 
said, “Do you know what I have just done? I’ve just 
created a 24-hour period of alternating light and 
darkness on Earth. Isn’t that great?”   
 

The angel said, “Yes, but what will you do 
now?”   
 

God said, “I think I’ll call it a day.” 
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Parishioner  
309.688.3644

712 E War Memorial  
Peoria Heights, IL

Hours 
Sun. - Wed. 7AM- 6 PM 
Thurs- Sat. 7AM - 8 PM 
Dine In or Carry Out  

Now Serving Breakfast 

Not your usual dog 
Famous for our Meat Sauce!

Phone: 309.637.9000 
Fax 309.402.0660

Joseph M. 
Borsberry 

Attorney at Law

411 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1510 
Peoria, Illinois 61602-1104 

jborsberry@borsberrylaw.com 
www.borsberrylaw.com

REPAIRS & REMODELING
311 Peach Street 

Washington
(309) 745-5763(309) 745-5763

CELEBRATING 
30 YEARS

“GOTTA 
CLOG?

CALL OG”

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL
FREE ESTIMATES

Kevin Meischner • President
Peoria 685-8500 East Peoria 699-9332
Pekin   347-4219 Morton 263-7800

www.libertytermiteandpest.com

 

Peoria Notre Dame High School 
5105 N Sheridan Road 

Peoria, IL 61614   309-691-8741

 peorianotredame.com

309.495.4339  Member FDIC

SANDRA CHATWOOD
Individual, Marriage  
& Family Therapist

1105 E. War Memorial Drive • Ste 3 
Peoria Heights, IL 61616

309-688-0025

855-442-9232
Marble Fabrication • Stained Glass - Statuary • Decoration & Conservation

Proudly Restoring St. Mary’s Cathedral

Downtown Peoria, IL

C.L. O’BRIEN & CO., INC. 
PLUMBING

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
SERVICE & REPAIR

CHUCK & MIKE O’BRIEN
Third Generation Est. 1924

685-0713

Affordable Health Insurance  
Solutions for Small Businesses

John E. Moore - President
411 Hamilton Blvd., Ste. 1932 •  Peoria 
www.HealthInsuranceExchangeCI.com 

309-740-9850

Michael R. Seghetti

eliaS, MeginneS, & Seghetti, P.c.
 

416 Main Street, Suite 1400 
Peoria, Illinois 61602-1153
Telephone: 309-672-6365 
Fax: 309-637-8514

FRITC H
HEATING/COOLING, INC.

1004 N.E. ADAMS STREET  
PEORIA, ILLINOIS 61603

         (309) 671-5360

ASPHALT PAVING & SEALING
698-8404 

23497 Ridge Road, E. Peoria

Serving the Peoria Area for Over 45 Years

“Old Fashioned Service With a Smile”

Delicatessen • Produce 
Fresh Meat • Grocery • Bakery

2407 W. Rohmann Ave., West Peoria, IL 61604 
309.674.0040     www.haddadsmarket.com

Serving the Peoria are Since 1921
Rob Stecher

1006 W. Main St.   Peoria, IL 61606 
(309) 673-5337       Fax (309) 673-7553 

www.stechersautomotive.com

RESIDENTIAL 24 HOUR 
 & EMERGENCY 
 COMMERCIAL SERVICE

“Free Estimate On New Equipment Installation” 
309-633-1313

HOME • AUTO • LIFE 
BUSINESS • FINANCIAL

Aaron Simmons
318 W. McClure
CALL  688-1232

2400 S.W. Adams, Peoria, IL 61602 
www.kellyglass.com 

(309) 676-3573

www.osfhealthcare.org

Lakeview Veterinary Clinic
 1122 N. Main St. • East Peoria, IL 61611 

Across the street from Par-A-Dice 
www.LakeviewVeterinaryClinic.com

Contact Trey Hill to place an ad today! 
thill@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2613


