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Sophia’s Kitchen News 
Volunteer Nanette 
spent her time off from 
Sophia's Kitchen getting 
her food handler's 
l i cense!  What a 
beautiful way to show 
our guests how much 
she respects them. 
We'll be glad to have 
her back at the stove, 
making delicious soups 
again when we reopen 
June 1st.  
 

 
Thanks to a generous 
donation from Illinois 
A m e r i c a n  W a t e r , 
Sophia's Kitchen is able 
to offer a mask to all 
adults coming to our 
f o o d  p a n t r y  o n 
Thursdays, from 10 AM 
to noon. St. Joseph 
demonstrates the proper 
way to wear a mask, 
covering both his nose 
and his mouth to help 
prevent spread of COVID 
19. Remember, children 
under 2 should NOT wear 
a mask.  

 

IN YOUR CHARITY  please 
pray for the repose of the 

soul of James Faley, son of Mike Faley of St. Bernard 
Parish, who passed away April 30, 2020.    
 
THANK YOU to all who have been mailing in their 
contribution envelopes and using the online giving.   

MAY GRADUATIONS  If you have a 
student graduating from grade school, 
high school, or college this year, please 
contact the parish office with the name 
and school graduating from so we can 
congratulate everyone in our bulletin.    

 

HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS  Fr. Tim Hepner will be 
streaming Holy Hours for Vocations live every Tuesday at 
7:00 pm.  Go to Facebook.com/FollowMePeoria to join in 
prayer for an increase in vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life in our diocese.  Fr. Hepner will offer prayers, 
reflections, and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.   

LIVE STREAMING  of Heart of Peoria Sunday Mass at 
10:30am on catholicpeoria.com website.    
 

CONFESSIONS  are being offered at the Spalding 
Pastoral Center from 11:30 am - 12:30 pm Monday 
through  Saturday by drive up.   
 

Live Stream Masses: 
St. Philomena every morning at 8: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCkgn76jQ1U2BGVxfyfMto8Q/videos 
St. Jude every morning at 8:30: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCRlCDt5acv8OFMbSOFCbBw/featured 

      Parish & Community News 

                HAPPY BELATED  
           BIRTHDAY! 
Sharon Snyder - Clerical, parish office 
 May 5th 
 
      Deacon Toby Tyler 
 May 6th 
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Readings            Mass Intentions 
MASSES  If you had previously scheduled Masses, they 
are still being said by our priests.  Below are the Mass 
intentions for the coming week.  († Denotes deceased)   

 

    MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 10TH 
Saturday, May 9 - (Vigil) 
All Parishioners 
Sunday, May 10 
All Mothers Living & Deceased 
Rita Dixon (†) 
Mary Ann O’Russa & Benjamin Bond (†) 
Monday, May 11 
O’Donnell & Fitzgerald Families (†) 
James & Corinne Swanson (†) 
Tuesday, May 12 
Howard M. Hicks (†) 
Wednesday, May 13 
Arthur Gilinsky (†) 
Ruth Cumming (†) 
Thursday, May 14 
William Karcher (†) 
Friday, May 15 
Deb Johnson 
Hanna Samara (†) 
Saturday, May 16                        
Robert Zeman (†) 
Robert P. Scott - (†)  (Vigil)                                            
Sunday, May 17 
All Parishioners          
Hershel Trainor (†) 

    Special Days for the Week of  May 10, 2020 
 Observances for the week of May 10, 2020 
Sunday: 5th Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day 
Tuesday: Sts. Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs; St. 
Pancras, Martyr  
Wednesday: Our Lady of Fatima 
Thursday: St. Matthias, Apostle 
Friday: St. Isidore 
Saturday: Armed Forces Day 
Next Sunday: 6th Sunday of Easter 

5th Sunday of Easter/May 10, 2020 
 

First Reading: 
The word of God continued to spread,  
and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem 
increased greatly. (Acts 6:7a) 
 

Psalm: 
Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our 
trust in you. (Ps 33) or Alleluia 
 

Second Reading: 
You are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood,  
a holy nation, a people of his own,  
so that you may announce the praises” of him  
who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. (1 Pt 2:9) 
 

Gospel: 
Jesus said to him,  
“I am the way and the truth and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through 
me.” (Jn 14:6) 

THANK YOU TO THE MEN AND WOMEN IN OUR  
 ARMED FORCES - MAY 16TH 
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Gospel Meditation 
GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER 
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
 
May 10, 2020 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 
When earthly lives end, especially when the person is 
younger, we tend to focus upon and consider what was 
lost. We think of lost opportunities — things they won’t 
be able to see, babies they won’t be able to cradle, and 
adventures that now must go undiscovered. Our minds 
create this chasm between earth and heaven that sees 
the losses of this life as permanent ones, never possible 
to achieve again. This perception causes many folks to 
remain stuck in their grief as they ponder all of the 
missed opportunities and regrets. 
 
This is not resurrection thinking. All of the love that we 
can give and receive, the joy and elation that can be 
experienced, the adventures that can be undertaken, 
and the possibilities to be discovered are all part of a 
continuous journey. They are not ends in and of 
themselves but are all part of the unfolding of a 
relationship we have with God, who not only makes all of 
these wonderful things possible now but sustains them 
and fulfills them into eternity. The perception and 
experience of loss is really an illusion, because in God’s 
eternal kingdom and in God’s time, nothing is ever lost. 
Even the most intimate and tender of moments we can 
conceive of sharing with another human being are only 
part of a journey toward perfect intimate and tender 
moments to be shared with God in our resurrected life. 
We become like God and see God as He is in eternity. 
What greater joy, love, and hope can ever be discovered 
as we walk down our often dimly lit paths in this world. 
 
This is an awesome wonder and magnificent news to 
behold. Call to mind someone you have lost in death. 
How do you see them now? How do you see yourself in 
heaven? Remind yourself, again, that God is the Way, 
the Truth and the Life. Our happiness is not going to be 
fully realized in this world, and there is nothing we can 
find here that cannot be found one hundred fold in 
eternity. It’s all about relationship, and not solely about 
the relationships we have with each other, ourselves, 
and the world in which we live. It’s about our relationship 
with God. If we realize how special that one relationship 
really is, then there is only one particular of heaven and 
life eternal that really matters: namely, that we fall into 
love eternal and discover truth. For when we finally close 
our eyes in death, then all will be well as long as we are 
with God. There are no losses, only gains. 

Saints or Sinners?  
Question:  
Our prayer group has been reading the lives of some 
saints, and we were struck by how some of them thought 
they were such sinners. Why would someone so holy 
think they had such serious sin? 
 
Answer: 
Professional athletes practice the fundamentals of their 
sport over and over again, reaching for better form, 
consistency, and performance. They focus on the basics, 
review past performances, and visualize greater 
success. Practice makes better, if not perfect! 
 
Spiritual masters such as the saints also looked for 
perfection. They practiced their faith in the search for 
holiness, grace, and virtue. Through sacraments, prayer, 
study, good works, and penance, they raised their level 
of awareness and their sensitivity to the presence of 
God, the demands of the Gospel, and the workings of 
the Holy Spirit. They examined their consciences daily, 
reviewing the day for moments of failure and times that 
they could have been more virtuous in one way or 
another. They resolved to do better, be more attentive, 
and alert! 
 
Therefore, anything that would distract them or interfere 
with their relationship with God would be like a small 
black spot on a bright white wall — you can't miss it! The 
great saints were aware of sin and the presence of evil 
because they were so tuned into the struggle between 
good and evil that was fought in their own lives, hearts, 
and souls. 
 

Reflections 
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR 
ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 
Witnesses for Jesus 
 
This journey of faith is not always easy. Sometimes the 
greatest wounds are those we suffer when family 
members and friends wander away from God and leave 
us behind. The faith they had when they were younger is 
now strained, or they see the daily walking with Jesus to 
be too difficult. For them, Jesus becomes what Peter 
wrote about when he described Jesus as the stone that 
causes people to stumble and the rock that makes them 
fall. Our journey is hard enough, but watching a loved 
one stumble and fall is heart-breaking. 
 
What are we to do in such a situation? Most importantly, 
we pray. We must realize that God is more powerful than 
us, and even if we can’t make them see the truth, He 
can. Then we witness to the transformative power of 
Jesus by our own lives. We need to serve him in word 
and deed. We should let a joy of being a disciple 
enlighten our faces. Allow Jesus to work through us so 
that others may be drawn to him. Lastly, we must never 
lose hope. Many have walked long journeys alone only to 
find God far down the road. What will it take to bring 
someone to Christ? It might be an action, a word, or an 
emotion. We never know how certain people will be 
touched. That loved one is a gift from God in your life. 
Place them back in God’s hands, and let Him pick them 
up if they have stumbled and fallen.  
 
—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Are You Listening? 
 

 A little girl was kneeling beside her bed with her 
mother and grandmother, softly saying her prayers. 
"Dear God, please bless Mommy and Daddy and all 
the family, and please give me a good night's sleep." 
  
Suddenly she looked up and shouted, "And don't 
forget to give me a bicycle for my birthday!" 
  
"There is no need to shout like that," said her mother. 
"God isn't deaf." 
  
"No," said the little girl, "but Grandma 
is." 

      Stewardship & Giggles Liturgy Inspiration 
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Financial Assistance Available to 
Attend a Catholic School in the 

Diocese of Peoria  
Application Deadline Extended until 

May 31, 2020 
 

Tuition assistance scholarship grants are available for 
the 2020-2021 academic year from the endowment 
fund established after the Diocese of Peoria ROOTED IN 
FAITH Campaign and named in honor of Archbishop 
Spalding, the first Bishop of Peoria. Scholarships will be 
awarded to students enrolled in or intending to enroll in 
grades Kindergarten through 12 in any Catholic school 
located in the Diocese of Peoria whose families are 
active members of a Catholic parish in the diocese.  All 
grants will be based on financial need objectively 
assessed. 
 
Information about the grants and application materials 
may be found on the Diocesan website at www.cdop.org 
under Catholic Education and then under Financial 
Assistance.  Consult the revised detailed protocols and 
procedures and the checklist for all requirements 
necessary to be eligible for an award. 
 
Parents must apply online at:  online.factsmgt.com/aid.  
Families of students currently receiving scholarships are 
reminded that they are for one year only, and anyone 
seeking to receive a scholarship for the 2020-2021 
school year must reapply. 
 
Deadline date for the completed application has been 
extended to May 31, 2020 due to the extenuating 
circumstances families are experiencing because of the 
coronavirus. Notification of grant awards will be made in 
early July or sooner if possible.       

 
 
 

      Spalding Scholarships 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  For 
those requesting additional assistance for the 2020-
2021 school year from our Heart of Peoria Catholic 
Community Parishes, you must demonstrate active 
participation in the life of the parish, as certified by a 
parish leader; you must have applied for the Spalding 
Scholarship through the Diocese of Peoria; and you 
must provide copies of the FACTS report, along with a 
written request for parish tuition assistance.    Please 
include specific amount requested.   

Mother's Day Prayer 
 

Loving God, 
you wrap your arms around your people 
and show your everlasting love in the same way 
a mother loves her children. 
We are grateful for the love you have taught us 
through the mothers in our lives: 
our own mother who brought us into this world, 
the mothers of friends who have welcomed us 
into their homes and families, 
our grandmothers who took time for us, 
and the mothers who have helped us 
even though we were not their children. 
Bless all the mothers of this world today. 
May they know the fullness of love they have shared 
and be blessed every day of their lives. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 

You are the  
essence of all 

that is beautiful 
and good. 

Happy Mother's 
Day.  

May is National Asparagus 
Month. Some love them, 
some can’t stand the 
smell. That’s perhaps 
because the asparagus is 
part of the lily family. You either love 
lilies or you think they’re a bit stinky. 
People eat asparagus for breakfast. Like 
in quiche. Or for lunch, grilled or baked. 
And for dinner as a side dish. And 
they’re great wrapped in bacon! Let’s be 
honest, anything wrapped in bacon is 
pretty good.                  From Nuns4Fun 

Mother’s Day & Asparagus 
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From the Pastor/Rector 
Brothers and Sisters, 
 
In the seminary, many of our systematic theology classes were taught by Fr. Lawrence 
Donohoo (yes, hoo not hue) a former Dominican Priest and perhaps one of the smartest 
men I have ever met. Starting with the most basic introduction to theology, doctrine of 
creation, anthropology, and culminating in the study of Christology and Soteriology, i.e. who 
Jesus Christ is and how we are saved, The Hoo, as we called him, laid before us the riches of 
the Church’s perennial theology. At times he could be maddeningly obscure, at others 
profoundly succinct – but I will admit that for most of us we remained perpetually confused 
by his lessons over our 4 years of studies with him – that is until one day in Christology class 
when suddenly, for almost all of us, what he had been trying to communicate suddenly 
clicked. In describing the Incarnation of God, we suddenly realized what was implied by the 
doctrine of creation, by the reality of human nature as the Image of God, and what we are by 
Grace. It was all summed up in a single line from Isaiah – It is too little for you to be my 
servant. 
 
This weekend we hear our God and Savior say in His discourse during the Last Supper, 
“Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes in me will do the works that I do, and will do 
greater ones than these.” Think about what Jesus is saying: We, who are sinful men, will do 
greater works than He, who is fully God and Fully Man, who died and rose again and is 
Savior of the World. Through us, a chosen race, a royal priesthood, God will bring salvation to 
the world, because He will pour His Holy Spirit into our souls. We will work in this world not 
simply to get along with a fallen creation, but to redeem it. That is our mission – to call this 
world out of darkness and into His wonderful light. And to do this, as I said, He gives us a 
share in His own life.  It is too little for you to be called My servant, indeed. 
 
As we continue this Easter season, it is important to remember that this is a time of 
preparation for the season after Pentecost. This is the season for us to discover what we 
have received through the Paschal mystery, and that there is no other source of salvation 
than Jesus Christ through His Church. This week Christ proclaims that He is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life, and no one comes to the Father except through Him. Last week we heard 
that all other claimants are liars and thieves. At Pentecost the Disciples received the Holy 
Spirit and became Apostles (those who were sent). They were sent not to accompany people 
on the road to Hell, but to point them to the Way of Salvation. They were told they would be 
hated because of the Truth, but realizing what they were by Grace, they set out boldly. We 
are called to do the same. As members of the Body of Christ, we cannot remain locked in our 
houses for fear of the world. As the world begins to open up, be ready to boldly evangelize. It 
is too little for us to be called His servants – we are His Images in the world. We have seen 
the true light, we have received the heavenly Spirit; we have found the true faith, worshiping 
the indivisible Trinity: for He hath saved us. And through us, He will save others. 
 
Fr. Millar 
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Parishioner  
309.688.3644

712 E War Memorial  
Peoria Heights, IL

Hours 
Sun. - Wed. 7AM- 6 PM 
Thurs- Sat. 7AM - 8 PM 
Dine In or Carry Out  

Now Serving Breakfast 

Not your usual dog 
Famous for our Meat Sauce!

Phone: 309.637.9000 
Fax 309.402.0660

Joseph M. 
Borsberry 

Attorney at Law

411 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1510 
Peoria, Illinois 61602-1104 

jborsberry@borsberrylaw.com 
www.borsberrylaw.com

REPAIRS & REMODELING
311 Peach Street 

Washington
(309) 745-5763(309) 745-5763

CELEBRATING 
30 YEARS

“GOTTA 
CLOG?

CALL OG”

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL
FREE ESTIMATES

Kevin Meischner • President
Peoria 685-8500 East Peoria 699-9332
Pekin   347-4219 Morton 263-7800

www.libertytermiteandpest.com

 

Peoria Notre Dame High School 
5105 N Sheridan Road 

Peoria, IL 61614   309-691-8741

 peorianotredame.com

309.495.4339  Member FDIC

SANDRA CHATWOOD
Individual, Marriage  
& Family Therapist

1105 E. War Memorial Drive • Ste 3 
Peoria Heights, IL 61616

309-688-0025

855-442-9232
Marble Fabrication • Stained Glass - Statuary • Decoration & Conservation

Proudly Restoring St. Mary’s Cathedral

Downtown Peoria, IL

C.L. O’BRIEN & CO., INC. 
PLUMBING

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
SERVICE & REPAIR

CHUCK & MIKE O’BRIEN
Third Generation Est. 1924

685-0713

Affordable Health Insurance  
Solutions for Small Businesses

John E. Moore - President
411 Hamilton Blvd., Ste. 1932 •  Peoria 
www.HealthInsuranceExchangeCI.com 

309-740-9850

Michael R. Seghetti

eliaS, MeginneS, & Seghetti, P.c.
 

416 Main Street, Suite 1400 
Peoria, Illinois 61602-1153
Telephone: 309-672-6365 
Fax: 309-637-8514

FRITC H
HEATING/COOLING, INC.

1004 N.E. ADAMS STREET  
PEORIA, ILLINOIS 61603

         (309) 671-5360

ASPHALT PAVING & SEALING
698-8404 

23497 Ridge Road, E. Peoria

Serving the Peoria Area for Over 45 Years

“Old Fashioned Service With a Smile”

Delicatessen • Produce 
Fresh Meat • Grocery • Bakery

2407 W. Rohmann Ave., West Peoria, IL 61604 
309.674.0040     www.haddadsmarket.com

Serving the Peoria are Since 1921
Rob Stecher

1006 W. Main St.   Peoria, IL 61606 
(309) 673-5337       Fax (309) 673-7553 

www.stechersautomotive.com

RESIDENTIAL 24 HOUR 
 & EMERGENCY 
 COMMERCIAL SERVICE

“Free Estimate On New Equipment Installation” 
309-633-1313

HOME • AUTO • LIFE 
BUSINESS • FINANCIAL

Aaron Simmons
318 W. McClure
CALL  688-1232

2400 S.W. Adams, Peoria, IL 61602 
www.kellyglass.com 

(309) 676-3573

www.osfhealthcare.org

Lakeview Veterinary Clinic
 1122 N. Main St. • East Peoria, IL 61611 

Across the street from Par-A-Dice 
www.LakeviewVeterinaryClinic.com

Contact Trey Hill to place an ad today! 
thill@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2613


