
DECEMBER 

27 
2020 

THE HOLY FAMILY 

This Week’s Masses 
(All Masses at St. Victor Church 

unless noted otherwise) 

Sunday 8 & 10* am 

Tuesday 5:15 pm* 

Wednesday 8:00 am, St. Rose 

Thursday 5:15 pm 

Friday 9:00 am, St. Rose 

Saturday 4:30 pm 

Next Sunday 8 & 10* am 

*Live streamed (see our website) 

 

Confession 
Saturday, January 2 

 9:00-9:30 am & 3:45-4:15 pm 

 

Adoration 
Friday, January 8 

 8:30 am - Noon 

 

Church Open for Prayer 
6:30 am - 6:00 pm 

 on evening Mass days 

6:30 am - 4:30 pm 

 on non-evening Mass days 
 

 

 

 
 

 

1760 14th Street 

Monroe, WI 53566 

(608) 325-9506 

www.stclaregreencounty.org 
Facebook: 

St. Clare of Assisi Parish  

St. Victor School 

PASTOR:  
MSGR. LARRY BAKKE 
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THIS SUNDAY’S GOSPEL REFLECTION   

Tragedy and disappointment are inevitable. What sees you through 

this? There will be challenges, changes, unexpected circumstances, 

interrupted plans, hurts, and injustices experienced by every human 

being at some point in their lives. We will be asked to adjust our 

plans, change course, and even encounter suffering and death. 

Where do we learn all of the lessons we need to live life well? 

Some of them we learn along the way but much of what we bring 

to life, positive and negative, comes from our early beginnings, our 

families. This is our early world and provides the blueprint for how 

we see the bigger, more inclusive world, which unfolds before us. 

 

Our families of origin can be sources of grace, heartache or a 

combination of both. Families are intended to be pivotal in 

providing us with proper social structure and understanding, a 

support system, lessons about relationships and communication, 

and the unconditional acceptance and love we so desperately crave. They can also 

determine whether we have an accessible and healthy relationship with God. Many 

of life’s challenges can literally bring us to our knees and require that we possess a 

strength of character that resides well beyond the superficialities of our world. At 

some point we will all need three coping gifts that can be given to us only by God: 

faith, hope, and love. Our families help us learn that we are not the ones responsible 

for their creation, but God! 

 

Our experience of early family life colors all of our relationships and what we expect 

to achieve from life in general. Resolving conflicts, dealing with difficulty and suffering, 

celebrating accomplishments, prioritizing our needs, listening to God’s call, 

understanding relationships, understanding disappointment, learning about the 

virtues and living a centered focused life are all lessons our families either succeed in 

teaching or do not. To succeed, as God has designed and ordered our world, is to 

discover his presence and then trust that Presence. The Holy Family can teach even 

the most dysfunctional family how to best use God’s gifts of faith, hope, and love to 

find him and do his will. Their simple humble example is always before us, showing 

us the way. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us!          ©LPi 

CDA’s current dues are $35/year. Please make your check out 

to ‘CDA’ by December 31. Mail to Elaine Brukwicki at 116 25th 

Avenue, Monroe, WI 53566.  

Want to become a new member? Call Vicki Keilhauer at 608-

558-5963.  
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Evening Lights with Santa was such a great night to celebrate the joy of 

Christmas! 450 cars came through that night to see a lot of Christmas joy! 

Thanks to all who waited patiently for their turn. Congratulations to the 

following Evening Lights with Santa Raffle winners: 

 $250 SCRIP Winners:   Tara Stietz and Itzel Ayala 

 American Girl Doll:  Randy McKibben 

 Lego Set:  Hunter Pehl 

 

St. Victor School students created a “virtual Christmas Concert” this year. 

They were able to record some of the songs they have been practicing in 

music for you to enjoy. You can access this “concert” at the St. Clare 

website. 

 

 

St. Victor School would like to thank Carolyn 

Hyland for her years of service in our hot lunch 

program. Carolyn has decided to take a well-

deserved retirement. We continue to pray for 

her and appreciate greatly her commitment to 

our school and students. 

 

Thank you so much for your continued support 

of St. Victor School, its students, families, staff, 

and mission. We are blessed to be part of such 

an amazingly supportive community! 

Serves 4K-5th grade students 

MISSION:  

Nurturing a faith-filled Catholic environment for spiritual and educational growth 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY 

The Catholic Daughters lead 

the rosary on the first Saturday 

of the month. 

January 2 at 3:45 pm 

Our Secret Angel Project begins the first weekend of the new 

year (January 2-3). Our parishioners can take a name off the 

Christmas tree and send one (or more) greeting card a month to 

that person throughout all of 2021. You may reveal yourself or 

remain a secret! 

 

The names include those who are homebound and in nursing 

homes, but it also based on age. If you are  age 80 or older and 

would prefer NOT to have your name put on the tree, please call 

or email Tara at the parish office by Thursday, December 31. 

From bank executive to religious 

Sister, conversion can truly turn 

your life upside down. This 
change is rooted in discernment. 

Sr. Josephine crafts a beautiful 

message of vocation and the need 
to accept the daily offering of our 

God for purposes and sharing the 
mission. This talk will challenge, 

invite and inspire viewers to re-
think the need for conversion 

and the path of healthy 
discernment.  

St. Clare Parish has a subscription to Formed.org. 
Go ahead…..try it! FORMED provides the very 

best Catholic content from more than 60 
organizations to help parishes, families, and 

individuals explore their faith anywhere. Supporting 

thousands of movies, children’s programs, ebooks, 
audio, parish programs, and studies direct to your 

browser, mobile, or connected device.  



Well, here we are… It’s a new year, a new decade. A clean slate, so to speak. Every year, surely like many of you, I reflect on the year gone by 
– the ups and downs, the good and the bad – in all aspects of life. I look at the joys and blessings that came about, the challenges, all the 

unexpected, and I think back. One of the things I like to do is read my journal entry from the previous year, where I write about my hopes for 
the coming year and I ask myself – did I see this coming? Did I expect that to happen? And it seems the answer is always no. 

 

For years, I set New Year’s resolutions. And then I was not able to keep up on those, and so I 
started to pick a word for the year ahead, a theme for the year that tied to some area of my life 
where I wanted to grow. And that was nice – for a couple months. The problem with all of this is 
those unexpected things, those countless things that arise and distract you and disrupt your plans, 
that break your resolve. And then we often settle into the same old things. Not always, but often. 
And as Catholics, we then head into Lent as sort of a reboot, the Easter renewal, and then settle 
back into our ways until Advent and Christmas, and again a new year… Before we know it, a year 
has gone by and I’m writing and we’re thinking the same old things, reflecting on the year gone by 
and making our plans, our resolutions for the next year. 
 

 

Just take a pause… and ponder on this – our expectations broken by the unexpected. 
 

Take Mary, for instance. Today we celebrate her Solemnity, but before the Angel Gabriel paid her a visit, she probably had her own plans, her 
own dreams and expectations for her life ahead with Joseph. And then the unexpected happened… She conceived by the Holy Spirit. And then 
9 months or so later, they are in Bethlehem, to be enrolled for the census, and then the unexpected happens again – Mary goes into labor, and 
Jesus is born in a lowly manger, a food trough in an animal barn. Do you think Mary planned on the birth of her son happening like this? Was 
this what she expected? 
 

 

And here we are today. A new year. I look ahead. What are my hopes and plans for this new year?  I plan to be healthier and exercise more. I 

plan to eat better and lose weight. I plan to purge a lot from my life – both figuratively and literally – my garage and the spare bedroom is a 
wreck and my mind and soul are cluttered. I plan to do more personal writing. I plan to help grow my wife’s new spiritual jewelry business 
(shameless plug). I plan to grow as a leader in my work. I plan to do a better job saving for the future. I plan to fix things up around the house. 
And the list goes on…  
 

I have a lot of expectations, we all have a lot of expectations… until the unexpected comes. And then what? 
Well, we can just go with it. We can embrace it and be open to the possibilities that will come. And we can 
only truly do this if we have a full trust in Christ and His Will for us, His expectations. We have to trust that 
His expectations are greater than ours, and that blessings and graces will come, even from those unexpected 
things that may hurt us or frighten us or sadden us or confuse us. 
 

All of our plans are well and good. We may succeed at some. We may fail at others. And surely circumstances 
will happen that will distract us from our plans. But as long as we embrace His Will for us, and be open to 

those things we do not and cannot expect – we will grow. We 
will grow as a person. We will grow in character. And we will 
grow in our faith. And as a result, untold blessings and graces will come our way.  
 

And so, I guess this is my challenge to myself and to all of you for the coming year – don’t focus 
solely on our own expectations and plans for the coming year, and don’t get down and 
disheartened when they get disrupted.  
 

When the unexpected happens, look for God in the midst, and see the joy and blessings that He 
can bring as a result, if only we are open to Him and seeking Him. Trust in Him, have faith in 
Him, and grow in Him. And you never know, we may achieve those plans of ours after all, but in 
an even better – and unexpected – way. God Bless, and Happy New Year! 

The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God, is a feast day of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary—celebrating her motherhood of Jesus Christ.  

 

This is a holy day of obligation. 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26 
3:45 pm  Confession, St. Victor Church confessional 

4:30 pm Mass at St. Victor Church 

     Mass intention: St. Clare of Assisi parishioners 

7:00 pm Misa en Español, La Iglesia de San Victor 

  Intención: Angeles and Elias Tavares Quintana 

    

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27 
8:00 am Mass at St. Victor Church 

  Mass intention: †Robert House  

10:00 am Mass at St. Victor Church 

  Mass intention: †Anya Teasdale 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 28 
8 am - Noon Parish office hours 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29 
8 am - Noon Parish office hours 

5:15 pm Mass at St. Victor Church 

  Mass intention: †Therese (Aebly) Snyder 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30 
8 am - Noon Parish office hours 

8:00 am Mass at St. Rose of Lima, Brodhead 

  Mass intention: †Edward Nowak 

6-7 pm Gospel Hour, virtual 
 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31  
Parish office closed 

5:15 pm Mass at St. Victor Church 

  Mass intention: †Mildred Schmidt 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 1 
Parish office closed 

9:00 am Mass at St. Rose of Lima, Brodhead 

  Mass intention: †Lyle Hamilton 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 2 

*FOOD PANTRY & RECYCLING COLLECTION 
9-9:30 am  Confession, St. Victor Church confessional 

3:45 pm  Confession, St. Victor Church confessional 

3:45 pm  Rosary (1st Saturday), St. Victor Church  

4:30 pm Mass at St. Victor Church 

  Mass intention: †Herb Reckamp 
    

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3 

*FOOD PANTRY & RECYCLING COLLECTION 
8:00 am Mass at St. Victor Church 

  Mass intention: St. Clare of Assisi parishioners 

10:00 am Mass at St. Victor Church 

  Mass intention: †Sharon Mitchell 

12:00 pm CDA meeting, virtual 

THIS WEEK at ST. CLARE 

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION 

For January 2-3, the Green Cares Food Pantry in 

Monticello will be the recipient of your food 

donations. Place them by the Food Pantry sign in 

the gathering space. 

 

The items most needed now are cereal, mac & cheese, canned soup, 

canned fruit, and canned vegetables.  

 

There will also be a wooden church building labeled “Food 

Pantry” in the gathering space in which you may place cash or 

checks. All monetary donations will be divided among these 

three local food pantries: Green County Food Pantry in Monroe, 

Green Cares in Monticello, and White Gift in Brodhead. 
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SUNDAY: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/Ps 128:1-5 [cf. 1] 

or Ps 105:1-6, 8-9 [7a, 8a]/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or 

Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 

MONDAY: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18 

TUESDAY: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/Lk 2:22-35 

WEDNESDAY: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36-40 

THURSDAY: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/Jn 1:1-18 

FRIDAY: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21   
SATURDAY: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/Jn 1:19-28 

NEXT SUNDAY: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13 [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-

6/Mt 2:1-12  

PRAYER TREE 
Receive the benefit of anonymous prayerful help. 

Contact Jacki Netzel with your intentions for 

prayer at (608) 329-3939 or jsnetz@tds.net.  

To join this ministry, please contact Jacki. 

 Monday - Thursday  8:00 am—3 pm 

 Friday 8:00 am—Noon 

 Saturday, January 23 4—6 pm 

 Sunday, January 17 8:30—11:30 am 
 

We encourage social distancing, mask 

wearing, and using email/phone whenever 

possible. Thank you! 

Casa Santa Maria  

Via del’ Umita 30 

Roma, Italia 00187 

These numbers are as of 12/13 due to early bulletin submission deadlines: 

  

  

  

  
 

These people are in special need of your prayers:  

E. Mike Rufener, Ricky DeNure, Anna Gille, Don Stampes, 

Carol Therese Dye-Linn, all of those sick and affected by 

COVID-19, all the sick of the parish, all military personnel, 

those incarcerated and their families, people with addictions and 

their families, and all the souls in purgatory. 

OFFERTORY INCOME 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

December Food Pantry donations:      377 pounds $1,090 

 

*The parish fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30. 

Last week’s collection $9,152 

Offertory collected year-to-date* $305,297 

Offertory goal to-date $326,038 

Contributions needed to meet goal to-date $20,740 
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1416 20th Ave. 

Monroe, WI 53566 

608-325-9506

YOUR HEAVY EQUIPMENT DEALER SINCE 2001

(608) 325-3810
201 N. 29TH Ave • Monroe, WI        www.mdtruckequipment.com

Open M-F 9-5 • Sat. 9-4 Tax Deductible Donations
 Accepted During Business Hrs.

501 1st Ave. 608-329-7837

Quality Work At A 
Reasonable Price

 315 11th Street
 Monroe, WI 53566
 Fax 608-329-4271

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

608-325-1114

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Residential • Farm • Commercial

Professional Painting Contractor
Over 55 Years of Service

Work: 608-328-4714 Mobile: 608-558-4714
MARK A. COPLIEN, Owner/President

N2577 Coplien Road, Monroe, WI 53566 
www.coplienpainting.com

2929-2nd St.                                    Ph (608) 325-3417 
Monroe, WI 53566                          Fax (608) 325-3499

E-mail: customerservice@regezsupply.com

*CARPET * FURNITURE*
AIR DUCT & DRYER VENT CLEANING
(608) 325-1400         Parishioner

RUDA 
CHEVROLET • TOYOTA

New & Used Vehicles

serVice & Parts

104 8th Street, Monroe • 325-7770

“Your Trusted Family Jeweler Since 1921”

West Side of Square  325-2600 
www.lueckesjewelers.com

325-4185

For All Your Glass Needs
1408 11th St., Monroe

Professional Garment Cleaning
JACOB SCHERER

1629 9th St. 325-5860

MONROE 
1 HOUR 

CLEANERS

www.badgerstateethanol.com
901 16th Avenue                  608-325-2141 
Monroe, WI 53566       Fax: 608-325-2146

Advanced 
Dermatology, Inc.

Dermatology • Dermatologic Surgery 
Mohs Surgery • Cosmetic Surgery

Harry Sharata, MD, Ph.D. 
Board Certified Dermatologist

1123 16th Avenue • Monroe, WI 53566 

(608) 329-5773 
(888) 423-7880

W6070 Advance Road
(608) 329-5691

The Garden Spot Inc.

Kline’s Kline’s 
Kreations BakeryKreations Bakery
608-558-2583

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827

Newcomer
Funeral Home & Cremation Service

Monroe ~ 325-4634

Newly Remodeled
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- YOUR LOCAL PRECAST CONCRETE -  
• Hollowcore Plank • Double Tees 

 • Insulated Wall Panels • Custom Products

417 West Hwy 11 • PO Box 68 Browntown, WI 53522 

Office: (608) 966-4370 | www.precast-api.comNew Glarus, WI 608-527-5244

Think Healthy. Be Healthy.
 

640 4th Ave • Monroe, WI 53566 
(608) 325-6900 • fncofmonroe.com

Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-7pm • Sat 9am-3pm • Sun 10am-4pm

Flooring • Cabinets 
Countertops • Blinds 
Windows • Doors 

Lumber

1900 12th St, Monroe, WI

FREE PREGNANCY TESTS
Crisis Pregnancy Coaching 

Education on Abortion Procedures & Risks 
Maternity & Baby Clothes & Supplies 

www.carenetgreencounty.org 
Find Us on Facebook

608-325-5051
1508-11th St., Monroe WIPregnancy Center of Green Cty.

TOLLAKSON-EMERY
MEMORIALS

Beauty, Quality, Craftsmanship
Hwy. 78N, Argyle 543-3233 

2913 13th St., Monroe 325-5115

 
616 8th Ave., Monroe, WI 53566 

www.asterassistedliving.com      608-328-2339

  Become a member of our Knights of 
Columbus Council. 

St. Clare of Assisi Parish
Phil Limmex • 608-588-4599

Service All Makes & Models 
Furnaces - Boilers 
Air Conditioners 

Indoor Air Quality 
Water Heaters 

Wood - Gas - Pellet 
Heat & Glo Dealer

305 2nd Street - Monroe, WI 53566 

608-325-2581 
LanzFurnace.com

 
www.klondikecheese.com

Verified results —  
outperforming ortho teams  
across the nation.

912 16th Ave. 
Monroe

325-6661

www.monroewidentist.com

 

608-325-6030

615 - 17th St. • Monroe, WI 
www.monroeheat.com

Heating & Air Conditioning Systems 
Designed and Installed by:

Thomas J. Ganshert, D.D.S. 
Katie R. Mosher, D.D.S. 
www.monroefamilydentist.com

Accepting New Patients 

608-325-9105

1217 17th Avenue 
Monroe Wisconsin 

608-325-3461
Lunch 11 to 2 Tuesday through Friday 

Dinner 5 to 9 Tuesday through Saturday 

*Swiss Specialities*Burgers*Sandwiches*Salads 
Friday Fish Fry*Saturday Prime Rib *Express Lunch Buffet

P.O. Box 84 • 406 W. 10 1/2 St., Monroe 
325-7663

250 N. 18th Ave., Suite 106 
Across from Alphorn Ford

on Monroe’s North Side

LAW FIRM 
Attorneys Todd Schluesche 

and Amanda Fields 
(608) 325-2500 

www.sflawwisconsin.com
Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts 

Elder Law • Personal Injury 
Business • Real Estate •  Probate

An easier way to rent.
Jeff Maliszewski 

President
1500 10th St. 

Monroe, WI 53566
608.293.0561

Maliszewskij@gmail.com 
www.VeerProperties.com

Contact Shirley Gebert • sgebert@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5827


