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SUSPENDED until further notice. 



 

 

   

A Message From our Pastor.... 

 

Dear Friends, 

     “Do not be afraid! I know that you are seeking Jesus the crucified. He is not here, for he has been 

raised just as he said.” These very words, spoken by the angel to the women who came to the tomb, 

should be our guiding light during the very difficult moments that we are facing. Jesus Christ is  

risen! The very day that the Church celebrates the central mystery of the Christian faith should  

remind us of the truth concerning the Person in whom we place our trust. The Catechism sums this 

up beautifully calling the Resurrection “the crowning truth of our faith in Christ.” (CCC 638) The 

disciples accompanied Our Lord throughout His public ministry, but only after the resurrection did 

their faith become alive. They had seen many wonders and signs but only the fact of the resurrection 

allowed them to see the truth of Who Christ really is. He is the Risen Lord! 

 

     Fast forward 2,000 years and we are in a similar situation. Just like the shadow of the Passion 

caused the disciples to lose their bearings we, too, can feel disillusioned by the present  

circumstances of our nation. The security we felt from the tangible elements of our faith has been 

challenged. However, a vibrant faith in the resurrection will allow us to see even these difficult  

moments in the light of Christ’s Lordship. If He is indeed the Risen One then all things are under 

His dominion. I would invite each one of us to contemplate this present moment in the light of the 

Resurrection. It is now that our faith will be tested and we must return to the cornerstone of our 

faith, Christ the Risen Lord. “The Resurrection above all constitutes the confirmation of all Christ’s 

works and teachings.” (CCC 651) At this present moment we must remember why we have placed 

our trust in Him.  

 

     In the Letter to the Hebrews we read that “faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the  

conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). Faith is not blind or mindless. Quite the contrary. It 

is an act of the entire human person, which necessarily requires the assent of our intellect moved by 

the will under the influence of grace. We believe because we have reason to believe. We understand 

that if the resurrection is true then it would be absurd not to place our full trust in Christ at this time 

or at any time in our lives. For this reason, the present moment should move us to remember and  

solidify the foundation of why we believe. Our conviction in the fact of the resurrection makes clear 

why even the present difficulties and the absence of concrete elements of the practice of our faith 

should not cause us to lose hope or to become frustrated. May the truth of Christ’s resurrection  

permeate every dimension of our daily lives during the present crisis. Let us spend time  

contemplating the reason that we have a “conviction of things not seen.” If indeed Christ is risen 

from the dead then we should take the angel’s words to heart: “Do not be afraid!”    
 
 

In Christ, 
Fr. Steven 
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Thank you to everyone that has so  

generously supported our parish during 

this time of uncertainty and no public 

masses. As Fr. Steven expressed last 

week, because we are not having public 

masses or services in the Church,  this 

will  put a financial strain on the  parish. Although we are 

in a good place currently, we are not bringing in money 

from our weekly collections or Easter collections. Please 

prayfully consider continuing to give whatever you can to 

support the parish so we do not deplete our resources. 

Contributions can be mailed or dropped off at the  

Ministry Center at 101 Church Street. In addition, St.  

Joseph can be added as a bill pay if your bank offers the  

option. God Bless. 

62CNQR 

Don’t forget about FORMED!! St.  

Joseph provides you with unlimited access to the best 

Catholic eBooks, talks, videos in the Church today. Regis-

ter at FORMED.org and enter Parishioner code 62CNQR 

or search by church name. Please take advantage of this 

wonderful resource if you have not already done so! It is 

an awesome resource to access materials from home. 

A Message from The Observer: 
Dear Readers,  

During this difficult time of seclusion and isolation caused by 

the coronavirus, it is more important than ever that we stay 

connected as a family of faith. To help you be spiritually 

nourished and kept up-to-date on diocesan directives  

during this time, The Observer Catholic Newspaper will be 

accessible FREE OF CHARGE online at http://

observertoo.rockforddiocese.org/ . During this pandemic you 

can now find The Observer on your computer, tablet, laptop 

or mobile device. The Observer staff will do  

everything possible to keep the Catholic faithful in our 11-

county diocese up-to-date with special prayers being offered 

by the Holy Father Pope Francis, Bishop David Malloy and 

other initiatives offered as the world combats the  

coronavirus. We will continue offering insight from all our 

local columnists including Bishop Malloy as well as local in-

spiration from people living their faith. We value our faithful 

subscribers who make our work possible with their $28 annual 

subscriptions and will continue to mail our print  

editions to them. We pray for a swift end to this terrible health 

crisis and when that happens, we will again have the newspa-

per both print and digital exclusive to those who pay for it. 

However, at this extraordinary time for all of us, it is vital for 

us to be united in as many aspects of our faith as  

possible.  

Thank you and may God guide you and keep you  

from all harm.  

Penny Wiegert , Editor  
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Ministry Center Closed: In light of the 

COVID19 pandemic and at the direction of Governor 

Pritzker and Bishop Malloy, all church activities and  

Masses have been cancelled until at least April 30th. The  

Ministry Center is currently closed to the public and our 

staff is out of the office. Please email  

churchoffice@stjosephharvard for assistance as this can be 

monitored remotely. 

Andrew, Mary Ann Belfiore, Frances Benzmiller, Beverly, Richard Blaz-
er, August Brender, Judy Burton, Kelly Camp, Charlotte Casanas, Mary 
Lou Collier, Terri Conklin, Kim Cooper, Shannon and Frank Cosatino, 
Fredrick Demke, Kara Ferguson, Kelli Figueroa, Cesar Rojas Figueroa, 
Doug Fleming, Jesus Garcia, Becky Greco, Don Hanson, Ruth Hender-
son, John Hoffman,  CoCo Inghram, Mary J., Lorraine Karmis, Riley 
Konieczki, Sheri Konieczki, Erin Kruckenberg, Chuck Long, Sheila 
Malinowski, Mardee Marden, Nick Martin, Christine May, Aleeah 
McCarthy & Family, Laurette Mc Sweeney, Olivia Morris, Amy Nesbitt, 
Bradley Nolan, Pat Olson, Veronica Ortega, Jennifer Pawyza, Jeff Pe-
renchio, Marty Perenchio, Ronald Platt, Virginia Prejna, Bob Raupp, 
Nicholas Riordan, Liz Schaumburg, Geri Selep, Sebastian Soliz, Richard 
Streit, Karon Szczap, Kaitlyn Teeter, Justin Thomas, Mary Alice 
Traeder, Dolores Trotter, Danielle Waltman, Pat Wesenberg, Leona 
Wilkening, Dianne Wojcieszek, Sue Wright, Bob Witt, Judith Zeien.  

 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

1st Holy Communion Update 
Dear parents and students,  

Due to the Governor’s extended stay-at- home policy, which 

may or may not be extended past April 30th, we are unsure 

whether 1st Holy Communions will still take place in the be-

ginning of May. We cannot have 1st Communion until  

President Trump and Governor Pritzker have lifted all  

gathering restrictions, including social distancing, and until 

Bishop Malloy has deemed it safe to open the churches for 

public Masses. Once all restrictions have been lifted, we will 

let you know the days/times of 1st Communion. Please  

continue to read the weekly bulletin and also to look for  

messages on the MyParish app. Parents, please continue to 

read and review your child’s 1st Communion book and I urge 

you to start a new family devotion, such as the rosary. There 

are also great resources on FORMED for both children and 

adults- please take advantage of this free resource. Due to  

COVID-19, your child’s catechesis is entirely in your hands- 

please do not take this responsibility lightly. Please contact 

me at learngod@stjosephharvard.org if you have any  

questions, concerns, or if I can help you in any way.  

May God bless you and your family, and please know that 

you are all in my prayers. 

Kelly Sergent, DRE  



 

 

Jesus, Heal  

our World! O Mary, you always brighten our path as a sign of salvation and of 
hope. We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who, at the 
Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain while remaining steadfast in faith. O 
loving Mother, you know what we need, and we are confident you will 
provide for us as at Cana in Galilee. Intercede for us with your Son 
Jesus, the Divine Physician, for those who have fallen ill, for those 
who are vulnerable, and for those who have died. Intercede also for 
those charged with protecting the health and safety of others and for 
those who are tending to the sick and seeking a cure. Help us, O 
Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to do 
as we are told by Jesus, who took upon himself our sufferings and 
carried our sorrows, so as to lead us, through the Cross, to the glory of 
the Resurrection. Under thy protection we seek refuge, O Holy  
Mother of God, in our needs, despise not our petitions, but deliver us 
always from all dangers, O glorious and blessed Virgin.     Amen. 
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Dear Parish Family, 
     Some may already know, and for those who do not, I 
will be stepping down from my position as director of 
youth ministry. I have thoroughly enjoyed my six years 
getting to know the families and especially the students in 
all the youth programs and am so grateful to our Blessed 
Lord for giving me many wonderful opportunities. I am 
very thankful to Fr. Steven for hiring me after graduating 
from college and for trusting me with such a task of teach-
ing wonderful little souls about Christ; thank you for your 
priesthood. I also want to thank Sue Smith for having 
been so incredibly helpful every step of the way since my 
first day and for our many conversations. Thank you to 
Deacon Mike who was also with me in the beginning 
when I started as CRE and supported me and had faith in 
me. Thank you to Gayle Heithoff for all her patience with 
my forgetfulness and keeping me on track. A thank you to 
the whole staff, past and present, who have been as a fam-
ily to me and who have become friends, and who inspire 
me by their commitment to Christ. To the students, you’re 
wonderful and you belong to Christ. Lastly, to the parish, 
thank you for your patience with many trial and errors, 
thank you for volunteering in various ways and being so 
helpful, thank you for your support, thank you for the do-
nations, for all the laughs, and above else, thank you for all 
your prayers and good examples you’ve been for me. 
Please continue to keep me in your prayers for whatever 
the Blessed Lord has in store for me next, you will surely 
be in mine. 
 

All my love, Mary-Kate Phillips (Frommeyer) 
 

Mon.   April 13 Sterling Maddox by Bob and Kelly Sergent 
Tues.  April 14 Frank King by Eileen King 
Wed.   April 15 Dr. Harry Mercado by Daniel Lyter 
Thurs. April 16 Leroy and Marge Raupp by Bob and Barb  
  Raupp 
Fri.      April 17 Souls in Purgatory 
Sat.     April 18 Luella Graves by Mike and Cheryl Grieshop 
Sun.    April 19 Ray and Virginia Heying by Dick and Cathy  
  Goad 

During this “Shelter in Place” 

time, Fr. Steven will still  

privately celebrate daily Mass 

and the scheduled intention will 

be observed.   

A PRAYER FOR PROTECTION IN TIME 

OF PANDEMIC  

Readings for the week of April 12, 2020 
Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 

22-23 [24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or 

Mt 28:1  

Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 

9-10, 11 [1]/Mt 28:8-15 

Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 

22 [5b]/Jn 20:11-18 

Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-

9 [3b]/Lk 24:13-35 

Thursday: Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9 

[2ab]/Lk 24:35-48 

Friday: Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118: 1-2 and 4, 22-

24, 25-27a [22]/Jn 21:1-14 

Saturday: Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16

-18, 19-21 [21a]/Mk 16:9-15 

Next Sunday: Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22

-24 [1]/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31 



 

 

                                             

Oracion A San Miguel Arcangel: San Miguel Arcángel, defiéndenos en la 

lucha. Sé nuestro amparo contra la perversidad y acechanzas del demonio. Que Dios mani-

fieste sobre él su poder, es nuestra humilde súplica. Y tú, oh Príncipe de la Milicia Celes-

tial, con el poder que Dios te ha conferido, arroja al infierno a Satanás, y a los demás es-

píritus malignos que vagan por el mundo para la perdición de las almas. Amén  

Saint Michael the Archangel: defend us in battle. Be our protection against 

the wickedness and snares of the devil; May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; And do 

thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all 

evil spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of souls. Amen 
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