A Message from Fr. Michael ...

Amid all the brouhaha over Judge
Kavanaugh’s confirmation hearing and
finally making trade peace with Mexico
and Canada, another piece of news failed
to get the attention it deserves. The news
item simply states that a study by the
Trump Administration (it doesn’t say who
or what office therein) has determined that
the global mean temperature will rise by
7 degrees Fahrenheit by the year 2100. If
true, that is devastating.

Given the times we are in, you could chalk
it up to “fake news” or “alternate facts.” We
do know that global warming is occurring
and the climate is changing. We do argue
about how responsible human beings are.

Three years ago Pope Francis wrote a
magnificent encyclical on the imperative

of caring for our common home, the earth.
Most people have not read it, and most
people aren’t doing anything different than
they used to. And so the situation is getting
worse.

The Arctic ice is melting fast; so is the
Greenland ice cap. So is the Antarctic ice.
The oceans are becoming less saline and
their temperatures warmer. Sea levels are
rising. This has a big impact on the climate
and us, too.

In 2005, Hurricane Katrina devastated
New Orleans. In 2012, as | was leaving
New York to drive back to St. Louis,
Hurricane Sandy came ashore, flooding
Manhattan and demolishing large sections
of New Jersey and Long Island. In 2016,
Hurricane Matthew destroyed 90% of the
infrastructure of the southern parts of Haiti.
Last year was a big wake-up call: Hurricane
Irma hit Naples and south Florida;
Hurricane Maria ravaged Puerto Rico; and
Hurricane Harvey brought a biblical flood to
Houston. This year is going a little easy on
us with just Hurricane Florence so far, but
she wasn'’t easy on the Carolinas. These
were unusual, large super-storms.

In the Pacific, there are super typhoons.
Right now, Super Typhoon Kong Rey is

heading toward southern Japan, China, and
Korea. In 2013, Typhoon Haiyan devastated
the Philippines; it was stronger than Katrina
and Sandy combined.

Tornadoes, too, are getting bigger and
showing up where they didn’t use to. We
all remember Joplin in 2011, when children
were sucked out of cars by the wind and
patients out of hospital windows.

Even if climate change isn’t our doing, we
can still do something to slow it down, and
we should.

If sea levels rise and Miami is underwater
in 20 years, that is our doing. But this
climate debacle has a worse effect. The
people of Miami can move to Orlando,
and the people of Manhattan can move to
Paramus. The animals cannot. There is no
Noah'’s Ark. Animals are critically dependent
on their unique environments and the
climate.

If animals go extinct now, it is not their
doing, but ours.

Scientists have determined that before
humans evolved, less than a single species
per million went extinct annually. Now the
rate is 100 to 1,000 species lost per million
per year, mostly due to human-caused
habitat destruction and climate change.

Pope Francis wrote in Laudato Si:

32. The earth’s resources are also being
plundered because of short-sighted
approaches to the economy, commerce
and production. The loss of forests and
woodlands entails the loss of species
which may constitute extremely important
resources in the future, not only for food
but also for curing disease and other uses.

Different species contain genes which
could be key resources in years ahead
for meeting human needs and regulating
environmental problems.

33. It is not enough, however, to think

of different species merely as potential
“resources” to be exploited, while
overlooking the fact that they have value

in themselves. Each year sees the
disappearance of thousands of plant and
animal species which we will never know,
which our children will never see, because
they have been lost forever. The great
majority become extinct for reasons related
to human activity. Because of us, thousands
of species will no longer give glory to God
by their very existence, nor convey their
message to us. We have no such right.

The world will be a much poorer and uglier
place without frogs, tropical birds, polar
bears, and those other species critically
endangered. We will have diminished God’s
creation.

God Himself revealed to us in the Book of
Sirach 42:22-24

How beautiful are all his works,

delightful to gaze upon and a joy to behold!
Everything lives and abides forever;

and to meet each need all things are
preserved.

All of them differ, one from another,

yet none of them has he made in vain.

As a species, we humans have the power
to save them like Noah had, not by building
a huge ark but by doing the simple things
involved in living a different way than we are
now. It is all part of choosing life. So choose
abundant life to the full.




Welcome
“O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” (Psalm 8:1). We praise you this day, and always!

If Pat Golden has learned
one thing from her lifetime of
prayer, it's listening.

“[The most important thing]
is listening to God,” she said.
“What does He want us to
do? Where does He want us
to go?”

It's something that has
deeply affected her life.
Earlier this year, Pat
published He Spoke to
Me, a book of prayers and
reflections she received over
a period of about 30 years by
listening to God.

“I usually began my prayer
time alone praising God and
talking to Him, gradually
becoming quiet to listen.

On April 30, 1980, | was
having this quiet time and
experienced a great peace
come upon me. | knew this
was special and our Lord
had some words for me,” she
explained in the introduction
to her book.

Initially, she was hesitant to
share these words from our
Lord with others. She first
shared them with her mother,
who was a devoutly prayerful
person herself, and with her
husband and children. And
eventually, the Lord nudged
her to bring some of His
words to her prayer groups.

After Pat and her family
moved to St. Louis from
Chicago in 1981, they
landed at St. Anselm Parish.
Through her years here,
she helped start several
prayer groups, especially
focusing on charismatic and

Pat Golden

Hometown: Chicago, IL

intercessory prayer. Because
of her intimate relationship
with Jesus, she wanted to
share the power of prayer
with others, and fellow
parishioners frequently called
on her to pray with and for
them.

Through all that the Lord has
revealed to her, Pat wants to
pass on the heart of our faith
above all else.

“There really is a Lord Jesus,
the Holy Spirit—however you
see it—that is part of us as
baptized Catholics. He lives in
us, and He can do anything.
And if we listen enough, we
can hear in some way or
other and begin to know what
we should do or shouldn’t do,
or some guidance and some
direction. | believe that.”

Pat’s book is available in
the Parish Center. Free-will
donations will benefit the
Rural Parishes.

This is part of a new biweekly column featured in the bulletin
and on our website, www.stanselmstl.org. To read the
extended article about Pat, visit the website homepage and
click on “Featured Parishioner.” Know someone who should
be featured? Tell Laura Kosta, communications secretary:
communications@stanselmstl.org or 314-878-2120.
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ST. ANSELM PARISH OKTOBERFEST
OCTOBER 20, 2018 | 6:00 PM | PARISH CENTER

Come celebrate with your friends, and help your neighbors in need.

ERMAN FOOD il PRETZELS
BEER HALL

GERMAN BEER & OTHER BEVERAGES i
MUSIC BY DIE SPITZBUAM i

Must be 21 years or older to attend | $50 per person
$30 under 30 years of age

Please confirm your Oktoberfest reservations with the

Parish Office by calling 314-878-2120 and mail your check,
payable to St. Anselm Parish, to 530 S. Mason Road, Creve
Coeur, MO 63141. Please write St. Anselm Oktoberfest in the
check’s memo. To pay online, visit www.stanselmstl.org and
click on Online Giving - Events and Collections.

SoulCore classes are held every Wednesday at 10:30 A.m.

in the Parish Center Lower Level. SoulCore is a prayer
experience that combines the prayers of the Rosary with core
strengthening, stretching, and functional movements. No
fitness level or experience required! Please bring a fitness mat
and a towel. Suggested donation is $10, but please don't let
money prevent you from joining us.

Please register before class by emailing leader Christine
Hillenbrand at SoulCoreStLouis@gmail.com.



