
Dear Friends, 

I have been a priest for almost 40 years and have never experienced a time like we find ourselves in 
now. In past times of crisis, like 911, many turned to their faith and prayer in face of the unknown. We 
went to our churches to pray in community and to be of support to one another. 

Today in the face of a health crisis, we have been told to stay away from our churches. We are practicing 
“social distancing”, a term new to our time and contrary to our need and desire to be with people.  
Church and each of us are interactive! 

Confident that God is our strength, instead of being doubtful or cynical, we need now more than ever, 
to pray to God. While we are most accustomed to “go to church”, we are challenged to be more  
creative, and probably more personal in our prayer.  

In this time of challenge, we will strive to suggest various resources via our website which can be used in 
the “local church” of your home and family. 

Let us pray for a speedy resolution of this crisis. Let us pray for all the sick and for all the health care 
providers called upon to serve them. 

If we can be of assistance, please use the “Contact Us” feature on our web page and we will try to be of 
service. We will continue to provide updates as they become available. 

God come to our assistance-Lord make haste to help us. 

Fr. Tom Toale 
Pastor 
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Message From Archbishop Jackels 

March 16, 2020 

After consultation and considerable prayer, it has been decided – out of an abundance of caution and 
with devotion to the common good – to take steps aimed at slowing down the spread of the  
coronavirus, to flatten the curve, as they say, so as not to overburden the healthcare system. 

Therefore, beginning on 19 March 2020 and until further notice, the following provisions have been  
taken: 

• All public celebrations of Holy Mass are cancelled. All Catholics in the Archdiocese of Dubuque are 
dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass. 

• The Chrism Mass will be celebrated, but with only the liturgical ministers present. The oils will be 
blessed, bottled, and distributed in some way to the parishes. 

• During this time, the Archbishop will live stream a celebration of Holy Mass each Sunday, as well as 
the Chrism Mass (and the Triduum, if the situation has not changed by then), and will lead the  
Rosary each week on Thursday. For more information about these live streamed events visit 

www.DBQArch.org. 

• The existing schedule for Confirmation is cancelled (the Archbishop’s office will contact the  
parishes to reschedule). 

• Funerals, Weddings and Baptisms may be held, but limited to the immediate family, or at least no 
more than 50 people present, according to the current CDC guidelines. 

• Communal penance services should not be held. The present circumstances do not constitute the 
grave necessity required for use of general absolution. Private, one-on-one confession can be 
scheduled by appointment. 

• All archdiocesan-sponsored events where 50+ people are gathered are cancelled. 
Note the number of people present has been modified by the Governor's proclamation on March 17th.  

Pray to God for speedy deliverance from the evil of the coronavirus, for those who are sick or who live in 
fear of infection, for those who care for the sick and elderly, for those whose lives and livelihood are 
adversely affected by the spread of the virus, and that we might all remain calm and confident in God’s 
wisdom, power, and goodness. 

Conscious of our great need, and confident of God’s loving care, with the above intentions in mind, all 
the faithful of the Archdiocese of Dubuque are invited to join in a day of fast, abstinence, and prayer on 
Wednesday, 25 March 2020; this is voluntary, not obligatory. On that day, people ordinarily bound on 
Ash Wednesday to fast (only one full meal, taking less at the  
other meals) and abstain from meat are invited to make those same sacrifices. And as far as prayer is  
concerned, the Rosary is recommended as a powerful prayer, prayed alone or with others. 

God, come to our assistance. Lord, make haste to help us. Mary, health of the sick, pray for us. St.  
Raphael, patron of the Archdiocese of Dubuque, and patron of healing, pray for us. 

To the Catholic Faithful of the Archdiocese of Dubuque, Regarding the Coronavirus 



Office Hours 
The Cathedral office will be open through this time  
although closed on Fridays since it is normally staffed 
from 8-noon by volunteers whom we don’t wish to put at 
risk. St. Patrick will have normal office hours.  

In light of the call by officials for “social spacing”, please 
refrain from non-essential physical contacts to offices. 

Cathedral of St. Raphael     (563) 582-7646 
Monday-Thursday ….. 8 am–4:30 pm | Friday ….. Closed 
 
St. Patrick Church     (563) 583-9749 
Mon.-Thur. ... 9 am–Noon; 12:30–3 pm | Fri. ...  9 am–Noon 

  
Mass Intentions 
Father Tom and Father Greg will continue to offer  
prayers for your loved ones with the intentions that have 
been scheduled, although there will not be a set time for 
a public mass. Should that be a concern, please call the 
parish offices to reschedule the intention once this health 
crisis passes-it will! We currently have Masses scheduled 
through the Easter season. Some Mass intentions and 
stipends may be transferred to retired priests of the 
Archdiocese. 

 
Sacraments of Initiation 
In regard to 1st-Communion and Confirmation, details 
will be determined at a future date as to when/how they 
are to be celebrated. Rest assured these sacraments will 
be celebrated this year. Please look for emails from Brian 
O’Donnell for information as it becomes known. Baptisms 
are still being prepared and celebrated, however keeping 
under the 10-person limit. 

 
Sacraments of Healing 
Confessions will be available by prior appointment only.  
Anointing of the Sick is still available upon request,  
recognizing the limitations that are in place at nursing 
homes and hospitals. Please call the respective parish 
office. 

 
Weddings & Funerals 
Weddings and funerals may still be celebrated, keeping 
under the 10-person limit. 

Stay Updated There are so many areas of parish life which are being affected by the  
coronavirus. We likely will not answer all questions which you might have, so we suggest you use the 

“Contact Us” feature on our website and to check our website/Facebook page often. 
Visit us at cathedralstpats.org  or  StRaphaelStPatrick 

Church Access 
There will be no change in access to our 
churches which at present has been when 
masses are offered, since no masses are  
being offered the church will not be open at 
either parish. The reason for this is that we 
do not have the spaces monitored nor able 
to be sanitized adequately to prevent  
community spread. 
 
Wednesday Night Meal Ministry 
We will continue to offer the meal ministry 
at St. Patrick Church but are adjusting the 
process for take-out only, from the rectory 
garage located on Iowa Street. Meals will be 
available from 4:30-5:30 pm. 
 
Liturgical Ministers 
Ministers will be informed that we will not 
be seeking volunteers at least until April 16. 
 
Prayer 
Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the  
Angels and Mother of the Americas. We turn 
to you today as your beloved children. We 
ask you to intercede for us with your Son, as 
you did at the wedding in Cana. 

Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for our 
nation and world, and for all our families and 
loved ones, the protection of your holy  
angels, that we may be spared the worst of 
this illness. 

For those already afflicted, we ask you to  
obtain the grace of healing and deliverance. 
Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable 
and fearful, wipe away their tears and help 
them to trust. 

In this time of trial and testing, teach all of us 
in the Church to love one another and to be 
patient and kind. Help us to bring the peace 
of Jesus to our land and to our hearts. We 
come to you with confidence, knowing that 
you truly are our compassionate mother, 
health of the sick and cause of our joy. 

Shelter us under the mantle of your  
protection, keep us in the embrace of your 
arms, help us always to know the love of 
your Son, Jesus. Amen. 
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family dentistry

 

KEVIN E. KANE, D.D.S.

NICHOLAS K. KANE, D.D.S.

1303 Delhi St. • 583-2789

New Patients Always Welcome!

563.542.1904
www.RuhlHomes.com

Harry Blewett

600 Star Brewery Dr., Ste 300 

Dubuque, IA 52001

> Memory Care

> Independent Living    

> Assisted Living 

Call 563-585-4900  Call 563-585-4900  
or email dubuquesales@oakparkplace.com or email dubuquesales@oakparkplace.com 

1381 Oak Park Pl., Dubuque, IA 52002 

oakparkplace.com/dubuque

 

www.yarn-soup.com John Goodmann, Parish Member

2774 University Ave. • Dubuque, IA 52001
556-3232

Happy Joe’s
PIZZA &

ICE CREAM
PARLOR

855 Century Dr.              556-0820 

1094 University
Delivery 556-0823

SKIP BREITBACH
FEED & SEED

562 Balltown Rd. - Sherrill, IA

Call Skip for your lawn fertilizer
& lawn seed needs

563-552-2393

 Klauer Manufacturing   
Company

Established 1870

Sheet Metal Building Products

2600 Washington Street 
1185 Roosevelt Ext.

Phone: 582-7201

ARTISTIC CLEANERS
(563) 583-3544

109 Locust St. • Dubuque, IA

The Hellings Since 1946

— This Ad Good For —

$2.00 Off a $10.00 Order.

Pat Leonard Funeral Director
2595 Rockdale Road 

Dubuque, Iowa 52003
Phone: 563/556-6788

Ophthalmology, P.C.
Bryan P. Pechous, M.D.

300 N. Grandview Ave - Dubuque
563-588-4675

www.ophthalmologypc.com

Accepting New Patients

& Kitchen& Kitchen
Funeral Home 

Cremation Service 

3860 Asbury Rd., Dubuque 
582-5222 • www.hskfhcares.com

Contact Terri Roe to place an ad today! 
troe@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5897

1475 Associates Dr | Dubuque, IA  52002
563.557.9952 | homeandfloorshow.com

Make Yourself at

McDonald &
Associates
CPAs, P.C.

“Our Focus is You!”
520 Central Ave

(563) 556-2682

MidWestOne.bank


