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Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
 

 As we reflect on the many gifts in our 
life, we discover they are given that we 
might have life to the FULL. Then we 
can become the disciples Jesus asks 
us to be. I borrow from the wisdom of a 
friend of many of us::“Life in abundance 
can only truly come from knowing, 
loving, and serving Jesus Christ, who 
stands on the horizon of our future as 
the way, the truth, and the life. Our faith 
is a response to his invitation to be fully alive as missionary 
disciples.”  

Bishop Carl A. Kemme  
 Growth as a disciple is a very personal journey. Here are 
some suggested ways to grow. 
 How is your relationship with Jesus? How is He calling 
you to be fully alive? Organized by our four pillars of 
stewardship: Hospitality, Prayer, Formation, and Service. 
These suggestions will help you discern the answers to 
these questions. Utilize and keep this plan for your 
personal reference.  

Growing in HOSPITALITY “Above all, 
let your love for one another be intense, 
because love covers a multitude of sins. 
Be hospitable to one another without 
complaining.” (1 Peter 4:8-9)  
 In order to grow in HOSPITALITY I 
plan to:  

□ invite a friend, family or neighbor over 
for a meal  

□ greet others at Mass, especially 
people that I have not met  

□ encourage a young family at Mass  

□ invite a friend or neighbor to Mass and/or parish event  

□ be generous in love to my family, friends and neighbors  

□ recognize that my financial and material possessions are 
gifts from God and are to be shared  

□ present God the “first fruits” by prayerfully working 
toward tithing by contributing generously, sacrificially and 
proportionately to my parish and non-profit organizations 

 Continued on page 4 

My Fully Personal Alive  
Plan to be a missionary disciple, a Steward of God ’s Gifts 

Letter From Our Pastor 
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Stewardship is a Way of Life 
 In 2017, the Fourth Diocesan Synod sought to identify 
how the Christian faithful can make a commitment to 
“stewardship as a way of life.” As a result, the past three 
years have been a time of growth and renewal for our 
parish as we try to embrace the definition of stewardship. 
 
Stewardship: the grateful response of a Christian 
disciple who recognizes and receives God’s gifts and 
shares these gifts in love of God and neighbor. 
 
 Essentially, stewardship is the awareness that our time, 
talents, and treasure come from God, and He asks us to 
share these with our parish community through the four 
pillars of stewardship - Hospitality, Prayer, Formation, and 
Service.  
 We live stewardship because of our selfless love for God 
- we generously share without expecting rewards. 
Therefore, our relationship with Him is most important, and 
the best way to spend time with Him is at Mass and 
through prayer. 
 We also live stewardship in our family life by sharing our 
time and talents with parents, siblings, and children. If we 
have strong relationships with God and our family, then 
we’re ready to be good stewards in our parish.  
 In order to be a steward, we must recognize all the gifts 
God has given us and discern how to share them. We also 
need to help others recognize their gifts. Do you know 

someone who may have a gift of time, talent, or treasure? If 
so, invite them to share it with our parish community. 
 Stewardship can also be viewed as a vocation. Our 
vocation as a disciple is to imitate the life of Christ, and our 
vocation as a steward is to recognize God’s gifts, cultivate 
them, and lovingly share them with others. When we do 
this, we fulfill God’s desire for us to be disciples living 
stewardship. 
 St. Ignatius prayed to be a better steward when he wrote, 
“Lord, give me an intimate knowledge of the many 
blessings received so that full of gratitude I may love you 
and serve you in all things.” 
 Below are pictures of our parishioners embracing the 
stewardship way of life, and the Diocese of Wichita 
suggests a parish can strengthen its stewardship identity 
by having its parishioners meet these “expectations of an 
active steward”. Challenge yourself with these this year. 
 1. Attending Sunday Mass and holy days of obligation 
 2. Regular participation in the sacramental life of the 
church 
 3. Active participation in parish ministries 
 4. Participation in religious education programs for 
children and adults 
 5. Catholic moral values in all areas of life 
 6. An annual pledge of time, talent, and treasure 
 7. Faithfully tithing and contributing treasure above and 
beyond according to your ability 
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 The Catholic Church encourages 
us to view the month of February as 
a special devotion to the Holy Family 
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph because 
it’s a model of virtue and stewardship 
for all Christian households.  
 Stewardship begins in the home as 
we share time and talents with our 
family. The relationships we build 
with our family are the foundation for 
how we’ll treat others in our Christian 
community.  
 Do we care for others in their time 
of need? Do we nurture them in faith 
and holiness? Are we receptive to 
God’s will for our life? Do we forgive 
and love others despite their faults? 
Do we serve the least among us? 
 The Holy Family did all of these and much more. Mary 
and Joseph were faithful servants of God. They selflessly 
gave their time, talents, and treasure to raise the Son of 
God and fulfill God’s will for their lives. This is the perfect 
example of stewardship!  
 As seen in the Holy Family, the family structure is where 
we learn to freely love God and others without self-interest. 
Also, the family is where we learn to pray and to practice 

the gift of charity. Pope St. John Paul 
II said, “The family, more than any 
other human reality, is the place in 
which the person is loved for himself 
and in which he learns to live the 
sincere gift of self.” 
 This month, let’s also be committed 
to spending time with God our Father 
at Mass. Praising, thanking, and 
receiving the Lord at Sunday Mass is 
the foundation of our relationship 
with God, and nothing should 
interfere with this vital Sacrament. 
After all, it’s in the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist that Christ gives Himself to 
us completely. Our parish Mass 
times are listed on page 6. 

Prayer for Families 
   God made us a family. We need one another. We love 
one another. We forgive one another. We work together. 
We play together. We worship together.  
   Together we learn God’s Word. Together we grow in 
Christ. Together we love all people. Together we serve our 
God. Together we hope for Heaven.  
   These are our hopes. Help us obtain them, Father, 
through Jesus your Son, Our Lord. Amen. 

The Holy Family Teaches Us Stewardship 

Giving From the Heart 
 

What 
Can 

I 
Return 

To 
The  
Lord 
For 
All 
His 

Blessings? 
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Growing in Discipleship continued from page 1 
Growing in PRAYER “Have no anxiety at all, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make 
your requests know to God, then the peace of God that 
surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus.’” (Philippians 4:6-7)  

  In order to grow in PRAYER, I plan to:  

□ place God first in my life, and not let other priorities crowd 
out my time  

□ listen with intention to God’s voice with an open mind and 
heart  

   Participate actively during Sunday Mass and Holy Days 
of Obligation by:  

□ reading the scriptures prior to attending Mass  

□ arriving early for Mass and offering prayers of 
thanksgiving after Mass  

□ attending Mass with my family  

□ serving as a liturgical minister ex: lector, sacristan, gift 
bearers  

Spend meaningful time in prayer individually, communally 
and/or with my family each day by:  

□ praying Grace at meals, even in restaurants  
□ making prayer a part of my family life – “The family that 
prays together stays together.”  

□ hear the word of God through daily prayer and reading of 
the scriptures Set aside time to grow in my relationship with 
Jesus by:  

□ participating in the Sacrament of Reconciliation once per 
month  

□ attending daily Mass at least once a week  

□ committing to a Holy Hour of Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament  
□ praying the Rosary once per week  
□ pray for vocations: priesthood, religious life, married life 
and consecrated single life  

(From the Diocese of Wichita)  
 

I pray that during the upcoming season of Lent you find 
these suggestions helpful in growing your relationship with 
the Lord! 

God Bless You, Father John C. Burnette 
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No Greater Love—Bible Study 
 Take a biblical walk through 
Christ’s passion in this unique Bible 
Study that reveals Christ’s amazing 
love for us.  
 Best-selling author Edward Sri 
guides us through the last hours of 
Christ’s life, from the Garden of 
Gethsemane to Mount Calvary. Old 
Testament prophecies, messianic 
expectations, biblical symbolism, 
and historical context will shed light 
on the mystery of Christ’s suffering 
and death.  
 During this Bible Study, you’ll gain 
a deeper understanding and appreciation of God’s 
immeasurable and unconditional love for you, and you’ll 
grow closer to Jesus along the way.  
 This Bible Study begins Monday, March 1st and 
continues for five Mondays. It’s hosted at the St. James 

Parish House at 10:00am and 6:30pm, and the registration 
cost is $20 to cover the cost of materials. Call the parish 
office to register: 429-5363 or 428-7733. 
 Thousands sought Jesus during his life but only a few 
followed him to Calvary. What will you do?  
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Kindergarten Screening 
Tuesday, February 25 

 

Screening for the 2020-21 school year is coming 
up. Children must be five years old on or before 
Sept. 1, 2020. Call the school office for an 
appointment: 423-4351.  

Upcoming Events 

Photo Collage  
Catholic Schools Week & Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

Protecting God’s Children 
Monday, March 2—6:30pm—St. James Parish House 

 
You must attend one session before volunteering 
for the parish or school. Call to register: 429-5363. 

St. Patrick School Auction 
Saturday, March 21 

 

Mark your calendars for this annual event that 
includes dinner, desserts, and dozens of auction 
items to win. Proceeds benefit our parish school.  

February 24-28 
Meals on Wheels 
Call 429-1135 to Volunteer 
 
February 25 
Kindergarten Screening 
St. Patrick School 
 
February 26 
Ash Wednesday 
 
March 2 @ 6:30pm 
Protecting God’s Children 
St. James Parish House, 
Main Level 
 
 
 

March 2 @ 6:30pm 
St. James Parish House 
Bible Study 
 
March 21 
St. Patrick School Auction 
 
March 26 
WDCR Annual Dinner 
 
Visit: 
www.ssjpparish.com   
 
Like our Facebook page: 
Saints James and Patrick 
Parish (the one with the 
parish logo)  



Mass Times 
Saturday                 
4:00pm: St. James                                 
5:30pm: St. Patrick 

Sunday                                          
8:30am: St. James                           
10:00am: St. Patrick                                         

Contact Us 
Saints James and Patrick Parish 
724 E. Clay St. (St. James Church)                  
407 E. Eldorado St. (St. Patrick Church) 
Decatur, IL 62521 (St. James) 
                   62523 (St. Patrick) 
        
St. James Church: (217) 428-7733 
St. Patrick Church: (217) 429-5363  
 
E-mail: office@ssjpparish.com 

Website: www.ssjpparish.com 

Facebook: Saints James and Patrick 
Parish (the one with the parish logo) 

Saints James and Patrick Parish 
To remain in Christ and to reveal Christ to others 
407 E. Eldorado Street 
Decatur, IL 62523  
217.429.5363 
www.ssjpparish.com 
 
Change Service Requested 

To remain in Christ and to reveal Christ to others 
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Ash Wednesday—Feb. 26 
 Ash Wednesday is one 
of the most important 
days of the Liturgical 
Year because it signifies 
the beginning of Lent, 
which is a time to invite 
God to help us grow in 
holiness as we prepare 
for the passion, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus.   
 Ashes are a symbol of 
penance and contrition, 
and they also remind us 
that God is gracious and 
merciful to those who call 
on Him with repentant hearts. 
Therefore the ashes, which are made 
from palm branches taken from the 
previous year’s Palm Sunday Mass, 
enable us to reflect on how we can 

strengthen our relationship with God. 
Ash Wednesday is also a day of 
prayer and fasting.  
 Join us for Mass on Ash 
Wednesday as we prepare for Lent!  

Ash Wednesday Mass Schedule - February 26 
8:00am: St. James Church 

12:10pm: St. Patrick Church 
6:00pm: St. James Church 


