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Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
 This month as we are fully into Lent, we 
continue to reflect on being fully alive in 
Christ and sharing His Abundant Life.  
 Again, I borrow from the wisdom of a 
friend of many of us: “Life in abundance can 
only truly come from knowing, loving, and 
serving Jesus Christ, who stands on the 
horizon of our future as the way, the truth, 
and the life. Our faith is a response to his invitation to be 
fully alive as missionary disciples.” - Bishop Carl A. Kemme  
 Last month we reflected on the first two of the four pillars 
of stewardship: Hospitality and Prayer. This month we will 
reflect on the other two, Formation and Service, which are 
perfect for our Lenten Journey to celebrate the 
Resurrection of Jesus at Easter.    
 Growing in FORMATION “Come to me, all you who 
labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and 
humble of heart; and you will find rest for yourselves. For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30)  

Lent is the time to listen to the Lord inviting us to 
come closer and grow in our faith. 

I plan to grow in my faith by:  
□ reading the Bible and/or daily readings and share the      
Good News with others  
□ reading Catholic books and materials  
□ listening to WDCR, Catholic Radio 88.9/96.5 FM  
□ participating in parish Lenten events, parish or diocesan 
education classes  
□ learning through teaching as a catechist  
□ cultivating the Fruits of the Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, 
Patience, Kindness, Generosity, Faithfulness, Gentleness, 
Self-control. (Gal 5:22)  
□ Lectio Divina (reading and reflecting on scriptures)  
□ Make a Holy Hour at the St. Mary's Hospital Adoration 
Chapel,                                           Continued on page 4 

My Fully Personal Alive  

Plan to be a Missionary Disciple, a Steward of God’s Gifts 
Letter From Our Pastor 
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Grow in Holiness During Lent 
 During Lent, we’re asked to serve by giving 
alms, to practice self-control by fasting, and to 
devote ourselves to seeking the Lord in prayer 
and Scripture. This is a time of preparation 
where God invites us to grow in holiness as we 
prepare for Christ’s passion, death, and 
resurrection. 
 Many know of the tradition of abstaining from 
meat on Fridays during Lent, but we’re also 
called to practice self-discipline and fast in other 
ways throughout the season. In addition, the 
giving of alms is one way to share God's gifts—
not only through the distribution of money, but 
through the sharing of our time and talents. As St. John 
Chrysostom reminds us: "Not to enable the poor to share in 
our goods is to steal from them and deprive them of life. 
The goods we possess are not ours, but theirs."  
 We are called not just to abstain from sin during Lent, but 
to true conversion of our hearts and minds as followers of 
Christ. You can do that through these Lenten opportunities: 
Best Lent Ever 
 As in years past, Dynamic Catholic provides an online 
resource that’ll help you form new life-giving habits that 
enable you to positively affect others and grow spiritually.  
 Best Lent Ever is a free email program that guides you 
through the 40 days while promising to “make this a truly 
life-changing Lent.” This program features daily videos, 
prayers, and advice to help you transform your life for 
Christ, and it’s perfect for enhancing your relationship with 
our Lord. Visit dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever for details.  
Rice Bowl 
 We can share God’s love with others by participating in 
the Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowl. The Rice Bowl is a 
cardboard container that you pick up from the parish, take 
home, and place money into during Lent. The money will 
be donated to Catholic Relief Services at the end of Lent, 
and it’s used to transform the lives of those in need. 
 The money is used in various ways throughout the world, 
such as enhancing educational programs, ensuring clean 
water and sanitation, and providing health and nutrition 
services.  
 Please pick up a Rice Bowl from either church and return 
to the parish office at the end of Lent.  
Stations of the Cross 
 This is a weekly spiritual pilgrimage in which we reflect on 
Christ’s Passion. It’s prayed every Thursday during Lent at 
12:10pm at St. Patrick Church.  

24 Hours for the Lord 
 Christ calls us to “remain in my love (John 15:9),” and we 
can do that through 24 Hours for the Lord, which is an 
annual event consisting of Eucharistic Adoration and 
Confession. This two-day event is celebrated on Friday, 
March 27 and Saturday, March 28.  
 As Catholics, we believe Jesus was fully human and fully 
divine, and we witness that miraculous mystery in the 
Blessed Sacrament, in which Christ’s body, blood, soul, 
and divinity are truly present.  
 24 Hours for the Lord also includes the Sacrament of 
Penance, also known as Confession. This beautiful 
sacrament allows us to restore our relationship with God by 
acknowledging our sins and seeking forgiveness. 
 Confession allows us to be reconciled with God and the 
Church, knowing that our lives are only complete if we’re 
united with God. Confession is a wonderful complement to 
Eucharistic Adoration because you can rest in Christ’s true 
presence while being free from sin. Eucharistic Adoration 
and Confession will be offered on both days of this sacred 
event, and the schedule is below. 
 

Friday, March 27 - St. Patrick Church 
12:15 - 7:00pm: Adoration 
12:30 - 3:00pm: St. Patrick School Confessions 
4:00 - 5:30pm: Confessions 
5:30pm: Rosary 
6:00 - 7:00pm: Confessions 
 

Saturday, March 28 - St. James Church 
9:00am - 3:45pm: Adoration 
9:00 - 10:00am: Confessions 
12 - 1:30pm: Confessions 
2:15 - 3:30pm: Confessions 
3:45pm: Benediction 
4:00pm: Mass 
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 We’re encouraged to give alms during Lent, but 
God calls us to live stewardship every day. 
Stewardship of Treasure is especially important as 
we build God’s kingdom in our parish and local 
community. Therefore, reflect on your Stewardship 
of Treasure this Lent, and use Dave Ramsey’s ‘7 
Baby Steps to Financial Peace’ as a guide that’ll 
allow you to generously donate your treasure.  
 

Step 1: Save $1,000 for Your Starter Emergency Fund 
Your emergency fund will cover those unexpected life 
events you can't plan for. And there are plenty of them.  
 

Step 2: Pay Off All Debt (Except the House) 
Next, it’s time to pay off the cars, the credit cards, and your 
student loans. Start by listing all of your debts except for 
your mortgage. Put them in order by balance from smallest 
to largest.  
 

Step 3: Save 3-6 Months of Expenses in Emergency 
Fund 
Take that money you were throwing at your debt and build 
a fully funded emergency fund that covers 3–6 months of 
your expenses. This will protect you against life’s bigger 
surprises, like the loss of a job or your car breaking down, 
without slipping back into debt.  
 

Step 4: Invest 15% of Your Household Income in 
Retirement 
Start with your company’s 401(k) plan and receive the full 

employer match. Invest the rest into Roth IRAs—one for 
you and one for your spouse (if you’re married).  
 

Step 5: Save for Your Children’s College Fund 
It’s time to save for your children’s college expenses. We 
recommend 529 college savings plans or ESAs (Education 
Savings Accounts).  
 

Step 6: Pay Off Your Home Early 
Your mortgage is the only thing between you and complete 
freedom from debt. Can you imagine your life with no 
house payment? Any extra money you can put toward your 
mortgage could save you tens (or even hundreds) of 
thousands in interest.  
 

Step 7: Build Wealth and Give 
The last step is the most fun. You can live and give like no 
one else! Keep building wealth and become insanely 
generous. Now, that's what we call leaving a legacy!  
 

Learn more at daveramsey.com 

Financial Peace & Stewardship of Treasure 

Empower Illinois: School Receives Matching Grant 
 We have exciting news regarding the Invest in Kids Act – 
also known as Empower Illinois: our school has received a 
$25,000 dollar-for-dollar matching grant! The money for the 
matching grant must be donated by March 31 and is a 
three-step process. This is in addition to $ already raised. 
 If you can’t donate by March 31, please still consider 
making a donation. Last year, we received $14,500 in 
donations, and this year we’ve already received more than 
$40,000!  
 This unique program creates scholarships for low-income 
families who attend non-public schools, and donors receive 
a 75-percent state income tax credit. The extra benefit is 
that individual donors can designate their donations to 
specific organizations, so your donation can be used 
directly for St. Patrick School.  
 Scholarship recipients will receive a percentage 
deduction from their tuition based on their adjusted gross 
income and the number of people in their household. 

Those intending to receive this K-12 scholarship must 
apply online, and the scholarships are awarded on a first-
come, first-serve basis.  
  Thank you to those who have already participated, and 
whether you intend to be a donor or recipient, we 
encourage you to take advantage of this unique program 
because it benefits our parish and school in many ways.  
 For more information, visit the Empower Illinois website 
at empowerillinois.org or call Carla Hahn – our Parish 
Financial Secretary/Tuition Administrator - at 429-5363.  
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Growing Discipleship continued from Page 1 
Growing in SERVICE ‘“As each one has received a gift, 
use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s 
varied grace.’” (1 Peter 4:10)  

In order to grow in service, I plan to:  
□ identify, develop, use and share my God-given gifts and 
talents with my family, friends, parish ministries and my 
community  
□ practice corporal works of mercy by: visiting someone 
who lives alone, or is in the hospital, care facility, 
homebound or incarcerated.  
□ feeding the hungry ex: contributing to our Annual Food 
Drive, serving at Good Samaritan  
□ participating and/or joining The Knights of Columbus  
□ helping to build a house for Habitat for Humanity  
□ supporting pro-life organizations and activities like, 40 
Days for Life and New Life Pregnancy Center 
□ participating as a family on a service project  
 One of the ways to continue to grow in each area of 
Stewardship is to reflect on who we are as a gift from God.  
 As we rediscover this love of God, it is natural to love 
God in return by using the gift of ourselves and what we 
have to bring greater glory to God. Saint Paul taught “So 

whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything 
for the glory of God.”  
 A good question to ask ourselves, “Does the way I live 
my life give glory to God and attract others to trust the love  
God has for them?” 

God bless you,  Fr. John C. Burnette 

To remain in Christ and to reveal Christ to others 

Coronavirus Prevention Methods for Mass 
 We’re implementing some measures at Mass as 
a precaution to the COVID-19, Coronavirus 
Disease. As with every virus, please take these 
preventative steps to avoid spreading germs at 
Mass.  Above all, do not panic.  Pray for those 
affected. 
 
 - Don’t use physical contact for the Sign of Peace 
 - Don’t receive Communion from the Cup 
 - Don’t hold hands during the Our Father 
 - Avoid using the Holy Water fonts 
 - Use hand sanitizers and hand wipes 
 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
released the following statement regarding Coronavirus: 
 
“The Catholic Church in the United States stands in 
solidarity with those affected by the coronavirus and their 
families, health workers who are valiantly trying to diagnose 

and treat patients, and those under quarantine awaiting 
results of their screening for the virus. We offer our prayers 
for healing and support those organizations, both domestic 
and international, working to provide medical supplies and 
assistance to address this serious risk to public health.” 
 
To stay updated on the Coronavirus and to learn more 
preventative measures, visit cdc.gov/coronavirus.  
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Stations of the Cross 
Thursdays at 12:10pm - St. Patrick Church 

 

This spiritual pilgrimage visits each station in the 
church as we reflect on Christ’s Passion.  

Upcoming Events 

Photo Collage  

St. Patrick School Auction 
Saturday, March 21 - 5pm @ Knights of Columbus 

 
There’s still time to buy a ticket for this annual 
fundraiser for St. Patrick School. The evening 
includes dinner, music, a photo booth, and live 
and silent auction items. Call 423-4351 to buy 
tickets.  

24 Hours for the Lord 
March 27-28 

 

Pray in Adoration and receive the Sacrament of 
Penance at this Lenten event. See Page 2 for the 
schedule and more information.  

March 17 
St. Patrick’s Day 
 
March 21 @ 5pm 
School Auction 
Knights of Columbus Hall 
 
March 27-28 
24 Hours for Lord 
 
March 26 
WDCR Annual Dinner 
 
April 5 @ 9:00-Noon 
Palm Sunday Breakfast 
St. Patrick Basement 

April 5 @ 2:30pm 
Penance Service 
St. Patrick Church 
 
April 12 
Easter Sunday 
 
Visit: 
www.ssjpparish.com   
 
Like our Facebook page: 
Saints James and Patrick 
Parish (the one with the 
parish logo)  

Rite of Election in Springfield Rube Goldberg - 1st Place! 

Rite of Election in Springfield 

Rube Goldberg - 1st Place! 

Rube Goldberg - 1st Place! 



Mass Times 
Saturday                 
4:00pm: St. James                                 
5:30pm: St. Patrick 

Sunday                                          
8:30am: St. James                           
10:00am: St. Patrick                                         

Contact Us 
Saints James and Patrick Parish 
724 E. Clay St. (St. James Church)                  
407 E. Eldorado St. (St. Patrick Church) 
Decatur, IL 62521 (St. James) 
                   62523 (St. Patrick) 
        
St. James Church: (217) 428-7733 
St. Patrick Church: (217) 429-5363  
 
E-mail: office@ssjpparish.com 

Website: www.ssjpparish.com 

Facebook: Saints James and Patrick 
Parish (the one with the parish logo) 

Saints James and Patrick Parish 
To remain in Christ and to reveal Christ to others 
407 E. Eldorado Street 
Decatur, IL 62523  
217.429.5363 
www.ssjpparish.com 
 
Change Service Requested 

To remain in Christ and to reveal Christ to others 
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Trusting God’s Mercy 
 The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation is essential to 
our Lenten journey because 
we’re called to repent and 
believe in the Gospel, and 
through this sacrament we 
receive God’s healing 
forgiveness for our sins. As a 
result, we’re reconciled with 
God and the Church 
community.  
 The Church recommends using an 
examination of conscience based on 
the Ten Commandments before you 
receive the sacrament, and visit the 
following website for many online 
guides: 
catholicscomehome.org/your-
questions/what-is-the-sacrament-of-
confession/ 

 Come experience the mercy of God 
by attending our Lenten Penance 
Service in April. 
 

Lenten Penance Service 
Sunday, April 5 

2:30pm 
St. Patrick Church 


