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Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

 What is going to happen, when will it 

end, how will my family and I fair during 

the time of a pandemic?  

 There is one answer: we do not know.  

It is difficult to live with such uncertainty.   

 Where might we find reason to be filled 

with hope that all will be well? Of course, 

our Faith. The Faith that has sustained 

God’s people for thousands of years 

through persecutions, famine, wars, and 

plagues.   

 This Faith of ours is built on the rock of God’s love for us 

as summarized in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world 

that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him might not perish but might have eternal life.”  

 This LOVE is what we remember and celebrate during 

the Lent and Easter season.  Jesus lived among us and 

experienced life as we do with its joys, sadness, suffering, 

and uncertainty.  

 I remember a phone call with a friend shortly after being 

deployed with Marines to Afghanistan in 2010. He asked, 

“Aren't you afraid of being killed over there?” My first 

answer was, “No, I’m surrounded by Marines.”  

 My real answer, because I had attended to wounded and 

dead Marines, was: “No, perfect love casts out all fear.” 

 That answer came from a reflection in 

The Word Among Us on 1 John 4:18 that 

I had read shortly after my arrival. I came 

to understand that fear is not cast out by 

my love for God, rather God’s perfect 

love for me. He showed this in the gift of 

his Son! 

 From that time forward I had no fear! If 

God loves me this much, what ever 

happens to me will be best for me 

forever.   

 These days we face an enemy that is 

invisible. It can cause us to fear for our own health and 

safety as well as that of those we love.  

 I Invite you to rediscover God’s perfect love for you. Pray 

often the prayer, “Jesus, I trust in you!” We trust the victor 

over sin and death!  

 In the midst of the uncertainty that surrounds us, this 

comes to you with prayers that our faith in God will grow 

and that our relationships with family, friends, and 

parishioners will be strengthened. It is a time for us to look 

out for each other and our neighbors.    

 Together with God’s help we will be better for this. 

 I am as close as a phone call if you need me. 

 

God bless you, Father John C. Burnette 

          Jesus, I trust in you! 
Letter From Our Pastor 
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Diocesan Update for Coronavirus 
 Effective March 18 until further notice, Bishop Paprocki 

has cancelled all public Masses in the Diocese of 

Springfield as we try to prevent the spread of Coronavirus 

(COVID-19). In addition, the Catholic faithful are dispensed 

from their Sunday obligation. Priests will still celebrate 

private Masses, and you can see Page 6 for some 

websites that offer daily and Sunday Masses.  

 During this time, you’re encouraged to follow along with 

Mass online and make a spiritual communion.  
 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to 

receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and 

unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 

separated from You. Amen. 
 

 Bishop Paprocki has asked us to fast from the Eucharist 

for the sake of the physical and spiritual healing of all those 

in our diocese, nation, and world. Here’s an excerpt from 

his written statement, which can be found on the diocesan 

website (www.dio.org): 
 

 “The current circumstances surrounding the Novel 

Coronavirus are truly remarkable and unprecedented, 

certainly in our lifetime. As Christians, we have concern for 

the physical health of our families, friends, and neighbors, 

and we also have concerns and obligations to pray and fast 

on behalf of all of those impacted by this pandemic. The 

virus appears to present serious health risk to those who 

happen to be among the most vulnerable-the elderly and 

those with compromised immune systems. Our Lord Jesus 

Christ called us to a particular concern for such brothers 

and sisters, when he said: "Amen, I say to you, whatever 

you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for 

me." (Matthew 25:40)  

 “It is specifically with those most vulnerable among us in 

mind that I am calling for a great sacrifice in our diocese. In 

addition to changes announced to date, I am asking our 

entire diocesan community to engage together in a fast 

from the Eucharistic for the sake of the physical and 

spiritual healing of all those in our diocese, nation, and 

world. As dioceses around the country are cancelling public 

masses in order to help stem the spread of the 

Coronavirus, in our Diocese, I am encouraging us to 

embrace this moment as a spiritual fast, as Pope Emeritus 

Benedict XVI described. During this period of fasting from 

the Eucharistic, we will refrain from any public celebration 

of the Mass or any public service, in which the Blessed 

Sacrament is distributed. Also, during this time, I ask the 

priests of our diocese to celebrate the mass" sine populo," 

that is, without a congregation, privately in their churches, 

during hours when the churches are closed. This includes 

all weekdays and Sundays, effective March 18th, 2020, 

continuing through the Easter Vigil and ongoing until further 

notice. Masses celebrated by priests sine populo at the 

Cathedral will be streamed live via the diocesan Facebook 

page, and I encourage all the faithful to watch one of these 

masses or one of the many other live masses on EWTN, 

Word on Fire with Bishop Barron, and other outlets. In 

place of receiving the Blessed Sacrament, I encourage the 

faithful to make a spiritual communion.  

 I ask our local Church to embrace this spiritual sacrifice 

together, with the intention of an end to the spread of the 

Coronavirus, for the healing of those afflicted by it, and for 

strength for those who are providing care for the afflicted. I 

also pray that this Eucharistic fast will draw us closer to our 

Lord and cultivate a hunger and new appreciation for the 

Blessed Sacrament.” 
 

 During this time of social distancing, you can still pray at 

St. Patrick Church from 7am—6pm: enter through the west 

door. Fr. John is still making hospital rounds and is 

available to make home visits to those in need. We are also 

making available deliveries of necessary items to those 

unable to leave home. Please look out for each other and 

keep each other in your prayers. Call us if we can be of 

assistance: (217) 429-5363.  
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 Given the unprecedented developments to the 

Coronavirus, our shared life in the Diocese of Springfield is 

undergoing significant change. In addition to all public 

Masses being cancelled, below is a summary of the 

changes and guidelines for our parish and diocese.  

These changes will remain in effect until further notice.  
 

St. Patrick School Auction - Postponed 

We’ll schedule a date when large gatherings can resume. 
 

Confirmations and First Communion 

All Confirmations and First Holy Communions are 

cancelled through December. A new schedule will be 

rebuilt soon. All students who have prepared for 

Confirmation will not be required to re-do their coursework.  
 

RCIA 

Initiation into the Church will not be possible during the 

Easter Vigil. The Rite of Initiation will be rescheduled to 

another time this year.  
 

Weddings 

Contact the parish directly for information. Government 

guidelines and mandates will impact most weddings due to 

crowd size and large gatherings.  
 

Funerals 

Private funerals limited to immediate family only will 

continue to be offered, with the option to schedule a public 

Memorial Mass at a future date.  
 

Baptisms 

They must be celebrated privately and limited to immediate 

family and godparents only.  
 

Anointing of the Sick 

We remain committed to caring for the sacramental needs 

of those in danger of death. Call the parish office 429-5363 

to request this sacrament.  

 

Confessions 

Communal penance services are cancelled, but individual 

Confessions remain available. Contact the parish office to 

schedule a time or for more information.  
 

Private Prayer at St. Patrick Church 

St. Patrick Church will remain open during daylight hours if 

you want to pray. The west door will be open.  
 

Non-Sacramental Parish Activities 

All non-sacramental activities are subject to being 

cancelled. Call the parish for more information.  

Liturgical Changes Due to Coronavirus 

Deepen Your Faith—Online Resources 
 There are many online resources available to strengthen 

your faith while you’re at home. The following websites 

contain free videos, reflections, and news.  
 

ssjpparish.org (Saints James and Patrick Parish Website) 

dio.org (Diocese of Springfield Website) 

aleteia.org 

cruxnow.com 

us.magnificat.net/free  

usccb.org 

ewtn.com 

wordonfire.org 

stpaulcenter.com/hub    (Quarantined Catholic Hub)  
 

 Below is an excerpt from an article on the Aleteia website 

that explains the importance of family prayer during this 

difficult time. 

 “God desires peace in your home … and look at the Holy 

Family for inspiration. The Holy Family highlights the 

fundamental role of marriage and how the faith of the 

parents is passed on to each other and their children.  

 Mary lived by God’s gaze. The first to experience this 

was St Joseph. His humble and sincere love for his 

betrothed and his decision to join his life to Mary’s attracted 

and introduced him, “a just man” (Mt 1:19), to a special 

intimacy with God.   

 Joseph fulfilled every aspect of his paternal role. He must 

certainly have taught Jesus to pray, together with Mary. In 

particular Joseph himself must have taken Jesus to the 

Synagogue for the rites of the Sabbath. 

 Therefore, a family can establish peace in the home 

through family prayer. It is in the family that children can 

perceive the meaning of God thanks to the teaching and 

example of their parents. Children must live in an 

atmosphere marked by God’s presence. I invite you to pray 

together as a family and thereby become of one heart and 

soul, a true family.” 
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Prayers to Endure COVID-19 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas. 

We fly to you today as your beloved children. We ask you to intercede for us 

with your Son, as you did at the wedding in Cana.  
 

Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for our nation and world, and for all our 

families and loved ones, the protection of your holy angels, that we may be 

spared the worst of this illness.  
 

For those already afflicted, we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and 

deliverance. Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, wipe away 

their tears and help them to trust.  
 

In this time of trial and testing, teach all of us in the Church to love one another 

and to be patient and kind. Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and 

to our hearts.  
 

We come to you with confidence, knowing that you truly are our compassionate 

mother, health of the sick and cause of our joy.  
 

Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, keep us in the embrace of your 

arms, help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen.  

 

Prayer During a Pandemic 

May we who are merely inconvenienced, remember those whose lives are at stake.  
 

May we who have no risk factors, remember those most vulnerable.  
 

May we who have the luxury of working from home, remember those who 

must choose between preserving their health or making their rent.  
 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools 

close, remember those who have no options.  
 

May we who have to cancel our trips, remember those that have no place 

to go.  
 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market,  

remember those who have no margin at all.  
 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home, remember those who have no home.  
 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, let us 

yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. Amen.  

 

Pope Francis’ Prayer to Mary 

O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation and of hope. We entrust 

ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping 

your faith firm.  
 

You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need, and we are sure you will 

provide so that, as in Cana of Galilee, we may return to joy and to feasting after this 

time of trial.  
 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to do as we are 

told by Jesus, who has taken upon himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows to 

lead us, through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.  
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Allow Easter to Bring Hope and Joy 
 Despite the difficult time of 

dealing with the pandemic, allow 

Easter to renew your hope and joy 

of living a life for Christ. The Easter 

Season is the foundation of our 

faith because it represents the 

fulfillment of God’s promise that 

those who trust in Him will be 

raised from the dead and enter into 

eternal life. Salvation wouldn’t be possible without the 

Resurrection.  

 The Easter Season is a time to reflect on how the 

Resurrection affects our faith. Loyola Press offers three 

suggestions of how to live in the spirit of the Easter 

Season. 

Live with Joy 

 Joy is a deep-down gladness that cannot be taken away. 

The Passion and Resurrection of Jesus teach us that 

suffering is transformed through faith in the Risen Christ. 

With this faith, we are able to hold on to an enduring sense 

of joy even in the midst of the sadness we experience from 

the loss of a loved one, a failure to achieve an important 

goal, or a setback during recovery from an illness.  

Live without Fear 

 The Resurrection teaches us that God can overcome 

anything, even death. When the 

Risen Christ appears to the women 

at the tomb and later to his 

disciples, his first words are “Do not 

be afraid!” (Mt 28:5,10).These 

words speak to our hearts, helping 

us cope with the fear from the loss 

of a job, a serious illness, or a 

crumbling relationship. Our faith 

allows us to trust that God can overcome our most serious 

problems.  

Live with New Eyes 

 Easter means to live with a sense of newness. Just as 

the return of spring lifts our spirits and makes us feel like 

the whole world is new, the Resurrection of Jesus makes 

“all things new” (Rev. 21:5). The Easter spirit is a spirit of 

renewal that enables us to show up at work with a positive 

attitude, to renew relationships that have been taken for 

granted, and to express appreciation and affection to those 

closest to us. Easter lasts 50 days, ending with Pentecost. 

We can use these 50 days to cultivate an Easter spirit that 

enables us to be truly Christian: embracing joy, living 

without fear, and seeing the world again—as if for the first 

time.  

Use Ignatian Spirituality in Prayer 
 During this Lent and Easter Season, try using 

Ignatian Spirituality as a form of prayer. St. Ignatius 

of Loyola developed these spiritual practices to help 

people deepen their relationship with God. The two 

primary methods are the Spiritual Exercises and 

Daily Examen, and you can access the free 

materials on: www.ignatianspirituality.com. 

Spiritual Exercises 

 These are a compilation of meditations, prayers, 

and contemplative practices that you’re encouraged 

to reflect on every day. The Spiritual Exercises also 

encourage solitude and silence, which are much needed 

during our busy lives.  

Daily Examen 

 The Daily Examen is a technique of prayerful reflection 

on the events of the day in order to detect God’s presence 

and discern his direction for us. St. Ignatius thought the 

Examen was a gift that came directly from God, and 

therefore he required the Jesuit order to do it twice daily - 

at noon and at the end of the day. 

Five-Step Daily Examen Practiced by St. Ignatius 

1. Become aware of God’s presence 

2. Review the day with gratitude 

3. Pay attention to your emotions 

4. Choose one feature of the day and pray from it 

5. Look toward tomorrow 



Mass Times 
Saturday                 

4:00pm: St. James                                 

5:30pm: St. Patrick 

Sunday                                          

8:30am: St. James                           

10:00am: St. Patrick                                         

Contact Us 
Saints James and Patrick Parish 

724 E. Clay St. (St. James Church)                  

407 E. Eldorado St. (St. Patrick Church) 

Decatur, IL 62521 (St. James) 

                   62523 (St. Patrick) 
        
St. James Church: (217) 428-7733 

St. Patrick Church: (217) 429-5363  
 

E-mail: office@ssjpparish.com 

Website: www.ssjpparish.com 

Facebook: Saints James and Patrick 

Parish (the one with the parish logo) 

Saints James and Patrick Parish 

To remain in Christ and to reveal Christ to others 

407 E. Eldorado Street 

Decatur, IL 62523  

217.429.5363 

www.ssjpparish.com 
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Public Masses Cancelled 
 All public Masses in the 

Diocese of Springfield are 

cancelled until further notice as 

we try to prevent the spread of 

Coronavirus (COVID-19). 

Therefore, the Catholic faithful 

are dispensed from their Sunday 

obligation.  

 However, priests will celebrate 

private Masses, and you can 

watch or listen to Mass on many 

websites. Here are a few with Sunday 

Mass times listed: 
 

wordonfire.org: posted at 7:15am 

wdcrradio.com: 9am, 5pm 

Relevantradio.com: 9am, 11:30am 

EWTN.com: 7am, 11am 

 In place of attending Mass, you’re 

encouraged to follow along online, 

pray with the Scripture readings, or 

pray the rosary. See Page 2 for the 

spiritual communion prayer. 

 During this time of social distancing, 

Fr. John is still making hospital rounds 

and is available to make home visits 

to those in need. Please look out for 

each other and keep each other in 

your prayers. Call us if we can be of 

assistance: (217) 429-5363. 


