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Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
 When will the isolation be over? When will we get back to 
normal? How long will this “social distancing” be required?  
In other words, “Are we there yet?” 
 As of today - April 16th - there are no answers. I think 
they will be slow in arriving. We will get through this! 
 There might be more valuable questions to ask, i.e., How 
has my relationship with my family and friends changed or 
grown? Do I have a better understanding of who I am and 
what I value and hope for? How have I changed, for good 
or ill? How is my relationship with God? What do I long to 
do when the situation returns to near normal? 
 In speaking with many parishioners and friends on the 
phone these days, I have come up with a few more 
questions. Would you rather encounter friends on 
Facebook, or be with them around a table sharing stories, 
food, and drink? How can I support others even at a 
distance? Would you rather watch a Cardinals vs. Cubs 
game on TV, or live in one of their beautiful stadiums? 
Would you rather see a loved one through a window or 
hold them in your arms? How about FaceTime or being 
with your children or 
grandchildren in person? 
 Speaking for myself, virtual 
presence just doesn't make it.   
 

Not only in the above, but especially at Mass. I miss you at 
Mass. But you have it worse. You are not able to receive 
Jesus in the Sacrament of the Eucharist. Spiritual 
Communion is just not the same as receiving Jesus 
through His “real presence in the Eucharist.”  
 By this term, the Catechism teaches, it “is not intended to 
exclude the other types of presence as if they could not be 
‘real’ too, but because it is presence in the fullest sense: 
that is to say, it is a substantial presence by which Christ, 
God and man, makes himself wholly and entirely present.’” 
 Concluding its section on the Eucharist, the Catechism 
emphasizes that there is “no surer pledge or dearer sign of 
this great hope in the new heavens and new earth ‘in which 
righteousness dwells,’ than the 
Eucharist. Every time this mystery 
is celebrated, ‘the work of our 
redemption is carried on’ and we 
‘break the one bread that provides 
the medicine of immortality, the 
antidote for death, and the food that 
makes us live forever in Jesus Christ.’” 
 Yes, Jesus is with us these days in many ways, and we 
will get through it, and I pray, we will be better for it. But, I 
long to be together to celebrate Jesus in the Eucharist. 
 

God bless you,      
         Fr. John C. Burnette 

 Are We There Yet? 
Letter From Our Pastor 



Saints James and Patrick Parish Newsletter                                     May 2020   Page 2 

To remain in Christ and to reveal Christ to others 

Let Yourself Be Surprised by the Risen Christ! 
 The following article from Aleteia.org 
encourages us to have an encounter 
with the Risen Christ: 
 

 When we open the Gospels, we find 
Christ in the freshness of Easter day in 
the company of Mary Magdalene, 
Peter, and John. Let us walk with them 
and let ourselves be surprised, as they 
were, by the Risen Christ.  
Finding the Risen One with Mary 
Magdalene 
 Mary Magdalene went to the tomb to 
lament the one she loved and, of 
course, thought was dead. Even when 
our faith is hidden in darkness and 
Christ seems to be dead for us, we continue to go toward 
Him, still wanting Him. But … the tomb is open and empty! 
She tells the Apostles and then goes back to the tomb, to 
the angels, and back to Christ Himself, who she doesn’t 
recognize. And then Jesus calls her softly by name — 
“Mary.”  
 The Risen Christ comes to meet us to entrust us with a 
mission: to be his witnesses. The Resurrection is the center 
of history, but it is not the last act, and as God as its author, 
he offers us the chance to proclaim his good news and 
what it means for everyone: that it is possible to be 
victorious over evil and death, and to have eternal life. 
Finding the Risen Christ with St. John and St. Peter 
 John sees the strips and the shroud lying empty, but his 
heart understands: Christ is no longer in the tomb, He is 
alive. As for Peter, the Gospel of John does not tell us 
about his reaction in the tomb, nor how he became aware 
of the resurrection. Nevertheless, in addition to what St. 
Luke writes, that Christ appeared to him on Easter day, we 
have something even better: Peter’s own testimony in 
Pentecost (Acts 2:14-36). Peter was the first to reveal, in 
light of his encounter with the Risen One, what he 
proclaimed on that day: God’s plan of Salvation for 
humanity through history, culminating with the resurrection 
of He who was nailed to the cross.  
An Open Road to Everyone 
 These Easter encounters—we can find them in the other 
witnesses of the Resurrection: the holy women, Thomas, 
and the other Apostles. They are like flashes of light on a 
reality that inevitably overwhelms us, giving us a glimpse of 
what the Risen Christ expects of us:  
· It is always He who takes the initiative  

· He wants to be recognized and gives us signs to see, 
but He does not force anything. He lets each person 
freely find his or her own answer. 

· This encounter will put into doubt all our notions about 
life and death, and each one of us has to take our own 
path of self examination, fear, doubt, incredulous joy, 
upheaval, adoration (not everyone will achieve this); 

· Each person reveals his or her interior willingness and 
we understand that the key to getting closer to Him is 
love; 

· Once recognized, Jesus reveals that He is no longer 
dead, but alive (He talks, he walks, he eats), that He is 
still Himself, but different, master of the limitations of 
this world; 

· Jesus inscribes his Resurrection in the history of Israel 
and in the Holy Scriptures and invites us to read and 
comprehend them in light of the Easter event;  

· He works from the visible to the invisible, from physical 
contact to signs, from sensorial presence to the 
sacraments in which he delivers Himself up, above all, 
in the Eucharist; 

· Those who listen to Him understand that Jesus is more 
than the Messiah: “My Lord and my God,” exclaims 
Thomas.  

 All the appearances of the Risen Christ show personal 
encounters with Him. In this way, Jesus forms the heart 
and the mind to be a witness for Him, and the Holy Spirit 
gives us the strength to do it. Each one of us is called to 
this in the sacraments, in prayer, and during our whole life.  
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 To help us keep in mind and heart that we live in the 
presence of the Lord, Christians through the ages paused 
to pray at 6am, Noon, and 6pm. Most of the year the prayer 
is the Angelus (“The Angel” in Latin), replaced by the 
Regina Coeli (“Queen of Heaven” in Latin) in the Easter 
season. Both are below.  

The Angelus 
V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary. 
R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. 
    Hail Mary, etc 
    V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord. 
R. Be it done unto me according to thy word. 
    Hail Mary, etc. 
V. And the Word was made Flesh. 
R. And dwelt among us. 
    Hail Mary, etc. 
V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 

R. That we may be made 
worthy of the promises of 
Christ. 
 
 

Let us pray 
Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace into our 
hearts, that we to whom the Incarnation of Christ Thy Son 
was made known by the message of an angel, may by His 
Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of His 
Resurrection. Through the same Christ Our Lord. Amen.  

The Regina Coeli  
V. Queen of Heaven, rejoice. Alleluia. 
R. For He, whom you merited  to bear. Alleluia. 
V. Has risen as He said. Alleluia. 
R. Pray for us to God. Alleluia. 
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary. Alleluia. 
R. Because the Lord is truly risen, Alleluia. 
Let us pray 
O God, Who by the Resurrection of Thy 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, hast been 
pleased to give joy to the whole world, 
grant we beseech Thee, that through 
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, His Mother, we may attain the 
joys of eternal life. Through the same 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

The Joy of the Incarnation and Resurrection 

Support the Parish through Online Giving  
 Thank you for your constant 
financial support to our parish, 
especially during this pandemic. 
Your stewardship of treasure 
allows us to continue regular 
upkeep of our parish buildings, 
and we’re close to surpassing our 
ACSA goal for the fifth consecutive 
year. We’re keeping our staff on 
payroll during this difficult time, 
too.  
 As noted in our January 
Newsletter, our fiscal year budget 
for the Regular Parish Offering is 
94% of our parish income, and 
due to the cancellation of public 
Masses, we’re falling behind in our 
weekly collections.  
 You can help by continuing your 
regular contribution via Online Giving, which has many 
benefits: 
 Safety - Avoid concern of spreading the virus through 

mailed envelopes. The Online 
Giving portal is safe and secure to 
use, so your financial information 
is protected. 
 Convenience - When public 
Masses are celebrated again, 
you’ll already be familiar with 
Online Giving. You’ll find that it’s 
easier than bringing a check or 
money to Mass. You can donate 
online using your phone or 
computer. 
 Customization - You determine 
the frequency of how you want to 
give, and you can donate using a 
bank account or credit card.  
 Regardless of the amount you 
give, your financial contribution 
will enable our parish to continue 

doing God’s work during this global pandemic. To donate 
online, visit ssjpparish.weshareonline.org, and click the 
‘Make a Donation’ button. Thank you in advance! 
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Tips for Viewing Mass from Home 
 Attending Sunday Mass in a church has always been an 
essential part of our spiritual life, but now that we must view 
Mass from home, here are some tips to remind yourself of 
God’s presence.   
 

 Eliminate Distractions - Close the shades, silence your 
phones, and turn off other noises so that everyone can 
focus on the Mass.  
 Create a Religious Atmosphere - Place a crucifix or 
religious pictures next to your phone, computer, or 
television so you can be reminded of God’s presence. 
 Dress Appropriately - Although we can watch Mass 
from the comfort of our home, dress as though you’re 
attending at a church. By dressing appropriately, you’ll 
remind yourself that viewing Mass is different than 
watching regular television programs.  
 Participate in the Mass - Respond loudly and sing 
along. Sit, kneel, and stand during the various Mass parts.  
 Reflect After Mass - If viewing with someone else, have 
a discussion after Mass about the Readings and Homily. 
This reflection time will motivate you to apply those lessons 
to your daily life.  

 Digital participation can never replace being physically 
present for Mass, but viewing Mass is a great way to keep 
our connection to Christ during this pandemic. Our parish 
website contains links to various online Masses, including 
Fr. John’s Sunday Masses through: www.ssjpparish.com.   

Cultivate Joy in Your Family 
 The following article from 
Aleteia.org teaches us how to 
cultivate joy in our families when 
we’re at home: 
 

 If you ask around, the happiest 
childhood memories involve those 
simple times we spent together as 
a family. What can account for 
these joys? If we are to believe St. Paul (Gal 5:20), the true 
joy stems from our relationship with God and is reflected in 
our solidarity with each other. 
 Living joyfully in the current times might seem like a real 
challenge. But this is exactly what the Bible commands us 
to do: “Rejoice always, pray continually” (1 Th 5:16). If we 
wish to have a joyful family, we need to keep praying.  
 Bringing joy requires giving time – to bake a cake or build 
a tower of blocks, to hear others and to be heard. It is up to 
parents when and where this joy can emerge, to plant its 
seeds into the fertile soil. You must carefully adapt based 
on age and intellect so that each child can thrive and 
develop his or her potential. Comparing notes is a must – 
you need to make sure that no one feels hurt, tired or 
frustrated.  

 Prepare an original meal, dance 
together before or after dinner, 
and allow others to take 
initiatives. Add to this a healthy 
pinch of jokes and laughter. 
Parents and older children should 
take turns. For example, kids can 
take the lead with jokes and 
movies they like.  

 Share in a religious experience together as Christians, a 
part of a bigger family, which is the Church. And don’t 
forget the Sabbath. Parents must do their best to make it 
the most joyful day of the week. 
 A joyful heart is what loving parents give. This is the 
secret of a happy family. A child that feels loved will spread 
joy all around. Another source of joy is forgiveness. It helps 
to let go of pain and resentment that poison the life of a 
family. 
 Overall, it’s the parents’ role to channel joy in the family. 
This requires that you remain rooted in the present and 
accept life as it comes, because God lets it unfold as it 
is. Your children will recognize this inner strength and feel 
peaceful.  
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Mary is the Perfect Disciple 
 The month of May is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary because she embraces God’s will and freely chooses 
to cooperate with God’s grace, thereby fulfilling a crucial 
role in God’s salvific plan. The Church honors her as the 
Mother of God, looks to her as an example of perfect 
discipleship, and asks for her prayers to God on our behalf.  
 As we celebrate Mother’s Day this month, let’s remind 
ourselves that Mary is a model of faith for families because 
she guided her family in faith. All parents are responsible 
for passing the faith to our children, and we must allow 
God’s grace to be present in our lives. During this month 
and Easter Season, let’s transform our lives by loving God 
as Mary did.  

  
Hail Mary, full of grace,  
the Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou among women 
and blessed is the fruit of thy 

womb, Jesus. 
 

Holy Mary, Mother of God,  
pray for us sinners now and at 
the hour of our death. Amen 

  

World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
 The World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
is observed on Sunday, May 3, also 
known as ‘Good Shepherd Sunday’. The 
purpose of this day is to publicly fulfill 
the Lord’s intention to, “Pray the Lord of 
the harvest to send laborers into his 
harvest” (Mt 9:38; Lk 10:2).  
 On May 3, the Church concentrates its 
attention on vocations to ordained 
ministries, religious life, apostolic life, 
and missionary life. This year will be the 
Church’s 57th World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations. 
 “The Lord’s call is not an intrusion of God in our freedom; 
it is not a “cage” or a burden to be borne,” Pope Francis 
said on last year’s Good Shepherd Sunday. “On the 
contrary, it is the loving initiative whereby God encounters 
us and invites us to be part of a great undertaking. He 
opens before our eyes the horizon of a greater sea and an 
abundant catch. Let us join in prayer and ask the Lord to 

help us discover his plan of love for our lives, and to grant 
us the courage to walk in the path that, from the beginning, 
he has chosen for each of us.” 
 To learn more about discerning a vocation to religious 
life, visit www.dio.org/vocations, or call the diocesan office 
at (217) 698-8500.  

God Bless You, Mothers! 
Mother’s Day - Sunday, May 10 

 

Lord, we remember the mothers who have gone before us.  
For their love, sacrifice, struggle, and joy, we thank you.  
 

Lord, we remember those who have not given birth to us but are 
mothers to us. For their gift of themselves that they have given,  
we thank you. 
 

For the women who struggle with fertility, and for those who 
have lose children. For their tears, strength, and wisdom,  
we thank you.  



Mass Times 
Saturday                 
4:00pm: St. James                                 
5:30pm: St. Patrick 

Sunday                                          
8:30am: St. James                           
10:00am: St. Patrick                                         

Contact Us 
Saints James and Patrick Parish 
724 E. Clay St. (St. James Church)                  
407 E. Eldorado St. (St. Patrick Church) 
Decatur, IL 62521 (St. James) 
                   62523 (St. Patrick) 
        
St. James Church: (217) 428-7733 
St. Patrick Church: (217) 429-5363  
 
E-mail: office@ssjpparish.com 

Website: www.ssjpparish.com 

Facebook: Saints James and Patrick 
Parish (the one with the parish logo) 

Saints James and Patrick Parish 
To remain in Christ and to reveal Christ to others 
407 E. Eldorado Street 
Decatur, IL 62523  
217.429.5363 
www.ssjpparish.com 
 
Change Service Requested 
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Watch Fr. John’s Daily Prayer Videos 
 Fr. John posts daily 
prayer and Sunday 
Mass videos on our 
Facebook page, and 
everyone can access 
these videos. 
 Simply go to our 
parish webpage - 
ssjpparish.com - to 
find the video links at 
the top of the home 
page. There’s a link 
to the St. Patrick School videos too.  
 As Fr. John wrote in a recent 
bulletin:  
 “There are many ways to pray, and I 
am sharing some in my daily videos. 
Take this time as a gift to deepen your 
relationship with God and family. Seek 
to be creative. Above all, listen - God 

and others have something to share 
with us. Our lives will be different after 
this experience of the Coronavirus, 
but these “worst of times” can turn into 
the “best of times” when we follow the 
command and example of Jesus to 
“love one another.”’ 


