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Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
  The penance that I most often give to 
someone as they go to confession is: “Give 
thanks to God for the good people in your life.” 
 As I say “farewell” to you, the people of Ss. 
James and Patrick Parish, I am full of gratitude 
for all the good people I have encountered here for almost 
nine years. This is the longest I have been in one place 
since graduating from high school over sixty years ago!   
I have grown to love you. Together we have shared the 
best of times, the worst of times, challenging times, times 
of joy, times of grief, and pandemic times.  
 Thank you for welcoming me into your life.  
 Over the years, I have looked at my life as a journey or a 
pilgrimage, much like that in the Canterbury Tales. I am on 
pilgrimage with the destination of Heaven, not Canterbury. 
Just as on the journey to Canterbury the pilgrims walk with 
different groups at different times, so on the Journey of Life 
to Heaven. Having walked with many different groups 
through the years, there are many stories of goodness to 
share. It has been a joy to walk the way of Faith with you.  
And, yes, there are many stories of goodness to share from 
my journey with you.   
 As I arrived at our parish in October 2011, during my first 
Masses, I stated my purpose, “To get to Heaven and bring 
as many of you along with me as I can.” Jesus’ parable of 

the “Sower” has been a way I have tried to live 
as a person and as a priest. Johnny Appleseed  
lived this parable and has been an inspiration to 
me since childhood. He went from town to town 
sharing the Gospel, apple seeds, and apple 
tree cuttings, leaving the growth to God and to 

the people to whom he had entrusted the gifts. Any seeds 
of goodness that I may have planted, I ask the Lord to bring 
a harvest of eternal life for those who received them. To 
those I have offended or hurt, I ask your forgiveness. 
 With those two images I will embark on another part of 
the Journey of Life, with the same destination in heart, and 
walk with another group of pilgrims in retirement. I shall 
miss you and your goodness. 
 Please know of my deep gratitude to you and that I will 
hold you in my heart, praying for you daily. 
 I hope to see you again, if not here, then at journey’s end 
in Heaven. Please pray for me. 
God bless you,                                    Fr. John C. Burnette 

The Joy of the Journey 
Letter From Our Pastor 
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Thank You, Fr. John! 
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 Fr. Chris Comerford was born and raised in Decatur, and 
now he’s returning to his hometown to become our new 
pastor after spending the past three years at Blessed 
Sacrament Parish in Quincy. 
 “It’s nice to say I’m coming home,” Fr. Chris said in his 
introduction video, which is posted on our parish website. 
“So many of my family members are still part of the Decatur 
community.” 
 He’s a 1987 graduate of St. Teresa High School, and 
he’s been a priest for more than 24 years. He’s worked with 
a school at every parish he’s been assigned to, so he’s 
excited to be part of the Catholic education at St. Patrick 
School.  
 “I’ll be involved with the school in a great way,” Fr. Chris 
said. “I’m supportive of Catholic education and have gone 
through it myself.” 
 He officially becomes our pastor on July 1st, and our 
entire parish community will benefit from his faithful witness 
to our faith.  
 “I’m excited to share my experience with you, and I look 
forward to getting to know all of you,” he said. “I love being 
a priest, and I will love sharing my faith and love of the 
Church with you.”  
 Despite his joy for becoming our pastor, it’s been difficult 
leaving his parish in Quincy, especially during the unique 
circumstances of COVID-19. 
 “It’s not easy to leave,” Fr. Chris said. “It’s brought some 
sadness to leave my people here in Quincy. I’ve grown to 
love them in a great way in the short time I’ve been here.”  
 Although his assignment at Blessed Sacrament Parish is 
coming to an end, he still retains his position as chaplain of 
the St. Louis Cardinals, at least for now. He doesn’t know 
how he’ll manage that role in addition to being our pastor, 
but he enjoys spending time with the team and 
organization. He’s an avid Cardinals fan and collects many 
team items, such as bobbleheads. His other hobbies 
include playing golf and reading. 

 The rest of his time will likely be devoted to his family; his 
parents Jim and Mary Comerford still live in town. 
 “It’ll be nicest to be close to them,” Fr. Chris said. “I’m 
very proud of my parents and family. I come from a good 
stock, as you can see.”  
 He has one request for our parishioners: “Please pray for 
me, and I’ll be praying for you.” 
 Our entire parish community welcomes Fr. Chris, and we 
look forward to his faithful leadership as we strive ‘To 
remain in Christ and to reveal Christ to others’.  

Welcome, Fr. Chris Comerford! 

Prayer for Priests 
Gracious and loving God, we thank your for the gift of our priests. 
Through them, we experience your presence in the sacraments. 

Help our priests to be strong in their vocation. 
Set their souls on fire with love for your people. 

Grant them the wisdom, understanding, and strength they need to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom. 

Give them the words they need to spread the Gospel. 
Allow them to experience joy in their ministry. 

Help them to become instruments of your divine grace. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns as our Eternal Priest. 

Amen. 
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Public Mass Resumes with Safety Measures 
 In early June, public 
Masses resumed in our 
diocese after nearly two 
months of restrictions due to 
concerns about the spread of 
Coronavirus (COVID-19).  
 “While individuals and 
families have prayed privately 
in their homes, our faith is not a private matter,” Bishop 
Paprocki wrote in his latest diocesan update. “We are one 
body, and when we gather together in prayer, we know that 
Christ is in our midst.”  
 Our parish formed a reopening task force to ensure a 
safe return to Mass, and each person on that task force 
completed a training webinar that addressed the following 
diocesan guidelines: 
 

Mass Attendance is Optional 
 The Coronavirus continues to be a serious health 
concern, especially for the elderly, those with underlying 
conditions, and those with compromised immune systems. 
Therefore, the dispensation from the obligation to attend 
Holy Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation 
remains in effect until further notice. Please stay home if 
you feel sick. Mass will still be recorded and posted online 
on Sundays at 8:30am. Visit our parish website or 
Facebook page to watch the Mass online.   
Attendance Limits and Safe-Distancing 
 Consistent with government guidelines, the diocese has 
set a 25% maximum occupancy for each worship space. 
Therefore, Mass attendance is limited to 75 people at St. 
James Church and 100 people at St. Patrick Church. You 
must register to attend Mass, and you can do so by 
accessing the sign-up link on the front page of our parish 
website. You can also call the parish office during normal 
hours to be registered by our staff. 
 Our parish is committed to safe-distancing guidelines. 
Parishioners are encouraged to wear a mask when 
entering and leaving the church, and Ministers of Welcome 
will escort you to an appropriate pew. There are 
modifications to the Mass, such as avoiding physical 
contact during the Sign of Peace.  
 You’ll be properly dismissed to receive Communion and 
to leave Mass to ensure you maintain a safe distance from 
others. Hand sanitizer is available at the entrances too, and 
the churches will be cleaned after every Mass.  
 Please be patient as we adjust to this new reality of 
attending Mass under the proper guidelines.  

Parish Variations 
 Each parish in the diocese has different guidelines based 
on the size of their churches, so please refer to other parish 
websites if you’re traveling and want to attend Mass 
elsewhere. Continue to check our parish website and 
Facebook page for further updates, too.  
Training & Support 
 Our staff and volunteers have been trained to apply 
certain standards for the reintroduction of public Mass, so 
please adhere to their guidance. Their training program 
was developed by The Thomistic Institute, which consulted 
infectious disease experts, medical professionals, 
scientists, and Catholic theologians.  
Sacraments of Initiation 
 Due to the extraordinary circumstances, Bishop Paprocki 
has delegated authority to pastors to administer the 
Sacraments of Initiation. Further information regarding our 
parish’s plan to administer those sacraments will come 
soon, and each sacrament will be administered in 
accordance with safe-distancing guidelines.  
 

 If you don’t feel safe attending Mass but want to continue 
your weekly offering, you can make an online donation by 
visiting www.ssjpparish.com/Online-Giving. Donating online 
is simple, safe, and convenient. 
 As we transition to the return of public Mass, we’re 
reminded of Bishop Paprocki’s concluding statement in his 
latest update:  
 “As a people of faith, we have experienced a uniquely 
challenging spiritual journey. We have been physically 
separated and unable to celebrate Mass together for 
months, with the lay faithful fasting from the Eucharist, 
denying themselves the bread of life.  
 In the liturgy and in the sacraments, the mysteries of 
salvation and God’s healing and saving grace are made 
present and effective. They are what unite us to Christ and 
to one another, in His mystical body … We know that 
nothing is more essential, more necessary, more urgently 
needed than the grace of God made present in the liturgy 
and sacraments.”  
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St. Patrick School Preparing for In-Person Learning 
 After St. Patrick School closed on March 16 due to 
Coronavirus precautions, the rest of the school year 
was completed via online learning. It was a unique 
transition for the students, teachers, and staff.  
 “It was tough on the teachers because they wanted to 
be in school with the kids,” principal Nick Blackburn 
said. “No one becomes a teacher to sit at home and not 
have that human interaction.” 
 However, due to recent input from the CDC and 
public heath officials, the school plans to resume in-
person learning when the new school year begins in 
August.  
 Hand sanitizer and soap dispensers will be placed 
throughout the building, and the small class sizes will 
enable social distancing. Online interface learning may also 
be possible for parents who aren’t comfortable returning 
their kids to in-person learning. 
 “We want to make sure the students are safe while 
getting a quality education at the same time,” Nick said.  
 A return to in-person learning also requires use of the 
school building, which is receiving many updates this 
summer. Most of the classrooms in the main building are 
being painted, there are new floors in the main and upper 
hallways, and the handrails have been sanded down to 
their original wood.  

 “We’re making the building current while honoring the 
108-year past,” Nick said. “These updates will keep the 
tradition of the school; we’re trying to accentuate what we 
have because there’s no other school as old as this one.” 
 The teachers have done much of the painting, and Nick 
knows how excited they are to be back in the building to 
teach their students.  
 “We’re all looking forward to August,” he said. “Our goal 
has always been the same: to give the best faith-based 
education we can. We want the students to enjoy learning 
while becoming a good person and citizen too.”  

Parish Surpasses ACSA Goal for Five Years in a Row 
 Thanks to your faithful stewardship and generosity, our 
parish surpassed its ACSA goal for the fifth consecutive 
year! We raised $122,144 - beating our goal of $117,278. 
Due to the excess contributions, $4,866 was returned to 
our parish.  
 The diocesan Annual Catholic Services Appeal (ACSA) 
goal is determined by a percentage of our parish’s income 
minus certain deductions, such as school tuition and 
fundraisers. The ACSA money provided to the diocese 
supports more than 90 programs and services that are 
beyond the resources of any singular parish, such as 

educational ministry, family ministry, and pastoral services.  
 Your support of these ministries ensures that people 
throughout the diocese will be inspired to have faith in our 
Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Amount of Previous Five Goals 
$117,278 (‘19-’20) 
$113,917 (‘18-’19) 
$112,482 (‘17-’18) 
$115,100 (‘16-’17) 
$122,264 (‘15-’16) 



Mass Times 
Saturday                 
4:00pm: St. James                                 
5:30pm: St. Patrick 

Sunday                                          
8:30am: St. James                           
10:00am: St. Patrick                                         

Contact Us 
Saints James and Patrick Parish 
724 E. Clay St. (St. James Church)                  
407 E. Eldorado St. (St. Patrick Church) 
Decatur, IL 62521 (St. James) 
                   62523 (St. Patrick) 
        
St. James Church: (217) 428-7733 
St. Patrick Church: (217) 429-5363  
 
E-mail: office@ssjpparish.com 

Website: www.ssjpparish.com 

Facebook: Saints James and Patrick 
Parish (the one with the parish logo) 

Saints James and Patrick Parish 
To remain in Christ and to reveal Christ to others 
407 E. Eldorado Street 
Decatur, IL 62523  
217.429.5363 
www.ssjpparish.com 
 
Change Service Requested 

To remain in Christ and to reveal Christ to others 
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Grow Your Faith at Formed.org 
 Although public Mass has resumed, 
you should continue using online 
resources to create a deeper 
connection to Christ. This summer, 
our parish started a subscription to 
Formed.org, enabling all parishioners 
to access thousands of faith-based 
videos, podcasts, and articles. 
 The content includes Bible studies, 
children’s programming, sacramental 
prep materials, documentaries, and 
inspiring presentations from leading 
Catholic experts. You can access 
Formed.org on your computer, phone, 

tablet, or any other connected device. 
 Simply visit formed.org to register 
with your email address.  
 

Here are the instructions: 
1) Click the ‘Sign Up’ button the front 
page 
 

2) Click ‘I Belong to a Parish or 
Organization’, and then enter zip code 
62523 or Saints James and Patrick 
Parish. 
 

3) Enter your name and email address 
in the appropriate boxes, and you’re 
all set! 


