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 2 From the Pastor’s Desk 

FR. CHRIS’ COLUMN 
The encyclical, titled Fratelli Tutti (strictly, Brothers All, though in 
Italian the implication is all of humanity), tackles the challenges 
faced by today’s globalized society, from racism to immigration to 
inter-religious dialog. “If every human being possesses an 
inalienable dignity, if all people are my brothers and sisters, and if 
the world truly belongs to everyone," he writes in the document, 
"then it matters little whether my neighbor was born in my country 
or elsewhere. Braving a renewal of the criticism he got for 
allegedly pushing a socialist political agenda in his 2015 
encyclical, Laudato Si', Francis questions in Fratelli Tutti the 
West's attention to private property, saying it “can only be 
considered a secondary natural right” to that of human dignity.  
Fratelli Tutti doesn't deny the right to property, however, but tries 
to reorient it as a responsibility, suggesting, for instance, that it 
should translate into care for the planet. “All this brings out the 
positive meaning of the right to property: I care for and cultivate 
something that I possess, in such a way that it can contribute to 
the good of all,” he writes. The encyclical, addressed to the entire 
community of Catholic faithful and people of good will around the 
world, doesn't name any nation, but many will read Francis’ 
thoughts on political and social division, rampant nationalism and 
instances of xenophobic and racist violence as a warning to the 
United States, which has been embroiled in many of these issues 
of late. But Francis makes clear he is holding Catholicism to 
account, asking why “it took so long for the Church unequivocally 
to condemn slavery and various forms of violence” and criticized 
those faithful who continue to “support varieties of narrow and 
violent nationalism, xenophobia and contempt, and even the 
mistreatment of those who are different.  “Racism is a virus that 
quickly mutates and, instead of disappearing, goes into hiding, 
and lurks in waiting,” Francis writes in the document, stating that 
“every brother or sister in need, when abandoned or ignored by 
the society in which I live, becomes an existential foreigner, even 
though born in the same country.  “They may be citizens with full 
rights, yet they are treated like foreigners in their own country.” 
He returns in the new encyclical to a consistent theme of “throw-
away society,” in which human dignity is only extended largely to 
those considered "useful" and in which those considered a 
burden, especially the poor, the elderly and people with 
disabilities, are dismissed or discarded. The pope urges people 
of faith to speak and preach “more directly and clearly,” to 
promote the understanding of the intrinsic human dignity of each 
human being. From Catholic Sources 

Featured Saint 
St. Ignatius of Antioch (Oct. 17) 

 

St. Ignatius converted to Christianity and 
became bishop of Antioch. In the year 107, 
Emperor Trajan forced the Christians in Antioch 
to choose between death and apostasy. 
Ignatius wouldn't deny Christ and therefore 
was martyred by lions in the Circus Maximus in Rome, but his 
commitment to Christ inspired others to keep the faith. He’s 
well-known for the seven letters he wrote during his journey 
to Rome, urging Christians to remain faithful.  

Scott Hahn’s Reflection on the Readings 
 

   Our Lord’s parable in today’s Gospel is again a 
fairly straightforward outline of salvation history. 
God is the king (see Matthew 5:35), Jesus the 
bridegroom (see Matthew 9:15), the feast is the 
salvation and eternal life that Isaiah prophesies 
in today’s First Reading. The Israelites are those 
first invited to the feast by God’s servants, the 
prophets (see Isaiah 7:25). For refusing repeated 
invitations and even killing His prophets, Israel 
has been punished, its city conquered by foreign 
armies. 
   Now, Jesus makes clear, God is sending new 
servants, His apostles, to call not only Israelites, 
but all people—good and bad alike—to the feast 
of His kingdom. This an image of the Church, 
which Jesus elsewhere compares to a field sown 
with both wheat and weeds, and a fishing net 
that catches good fish and bad (see Matthew 
13:24–43, 47–50). 
   We have all been called to this great feast of 
love in the Church, where, as Isaiah foretold, the 
veil that once separated the nations from the 
covenants of Israel has been destroyed, where 
the dividing wall of enmity has been torn down 
by the blood of Christ (see Ephesians 2:11–14). 
As we sing in today’s Psalm, the Lord has led us 
to this feast, refreshing our souls in the waters of 
Baptism, spreading the table before us in the 
Eucharist. As Paul tells us in today’s Epistle, in 
the glorious riches of Christ, we will find supplied 
whatever we need. 
   And in the rich food of His body, and the 
choice wine of His blood, we have a foretaste of 
the eternal banquet in the heavenly Jerusalem, 
when God will destroy death forever 
(see Hebrews 12:22–24). 
   But are we dressed for the feast, clothed in the 
garment of righteousness (see Revelation 19:8)? 
Not all who have been called will be chosen for 
eternal life, Jesus warns. Let us be sure that 
we’re living in a manner worthy of the invitation 
we’ve received (see Ephesians 4:1). 
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 3 Mass Schedule and Sacraments 

BAPTISM 
Before an infant may be baptized, the parents are required to attend a Baptism 
Class. Please contact the Parish Office. Baptisms generally take place on a Sunday, 
the day of the Resurrection. 
 

MATRIMONY 
Arrangements must be made six months in advance with the Pastor.   
 

PENANCE (Reconciliation) Anytime by appointment or: 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Ill or Hospital Bound? 
Please call the office so Father can anoint you if you have not been anointed 
recently. When you go to the hospital please register as a parishioner of Ss. James 
and Patrick. If you have not been visited by a priest within two days, please call the 
office. 
 

“St Patrick School admits students of any race, color, sex or national and ethnic origin to all 
the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to 
students at the school. It does not discriminate based on race, color, sex, or national and 
ethnic origin in the administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, 
scholarships and loan programs, and athletic and school administered programs” 

 
 

Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting and Investigation: (217) 321-1155. 
 
 

Welcome New Parishioners: Please register at the office during the week. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Monday, Oct. 12 
     8:00 am at St. James  
     Ruth Karcher  
  
Tuesday, Oct. 13 
     8:00 am at St. Patrick   
     Earl B. Horine 

  
Wednesday, Oct. 14 

8:00 am at St. James 
     Eva Luckenbill 
      
Thursday, Oct. 15 
 8:00 am at St. Patrick 
    Rose Herbert 
 
Friday, Oct. 16 
    11:15 am at St. Patrick  
    Gary Bordner 

 
Saturday, Oct. 17 

4:00 pm at St. James  
Carol O’Brien 
 
5:30 pm at St. Patrick  
Harvey Phillips 
  

Sunday, Oct. 18 
     8:30 am at St. James    
     All Parishioners 

 
10:00 am at St. Patrick 
Barbara Curtis 

Gift of Treasure   Thank you for your generosity! 
 
 

Fiscal 2020-2021           Week           Year to Date         FY19-20 

September 26/27 (13)   $ 8,620            $183,093            $214,291 
September Online       $ 20,460 
Needed                          $18,500           $240,500 
Over (Under)                  $10,620          ($ 57,407)                                   
    
     Assistance   $120      Bell Tower   $157      Fr. Mangan      $282 

                 Good Friday   $330      Holy Land   $155      Misc.   $375 
 

Have you considered giving online? 
Check out the possibility at: www.ssjpparish.com 
 
Long may you live, but please remember our parish in your will. 

Rest in peace: May parishioners, family, and friends who have died be embraced 
with God’s love forever. 
We welcome, Bennett Bradley, son of Lindsey Taylor, born again by water and the 
Spirit in Baptism. 

Daily Marriage Tip:   
“Come to me, all you who labor and are 
overburdened, and I will give you rest.” (Mt 
11:28) You may not need this Scripture right 

now, but you’ll need it sometime. Hang on to these words of comfort when you’re 
feeling overwhelmed. Be Jesus’s comfort to your spouse.    

      www.foryourmarriage.org 

at St. James:   
Monday 7:30-7:45am 
Wednesday 7:30-7:45am 
Saturday 3:15-3:40pm 

at St. Patrick: 
Friday 10:30-11:00am  
Saturday 11:00am- 12:00 Noon 
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  Parish News & Notes 

Parish School News 
www.decaturstpatrick.org 

And on Facebook through the school website 

 Thanks to the generosity of so many parishioners and 
friends, we celebrate our 165th year! 

 

Food Drive - Thank you for all the generous donations to the Food Drive. 

The local community is blessed to have such generosity in Decatur and the 

surrounding area. 
 

 ************************************************************** 
World Mission Sunday - Next weekend we will celebrate World Mission 
Sunday.  This year we are invited to support over 1100 of the youngest 
dioceses in Africa, Asia, the Pacific Islands, and parts of Latin America and 
Europe.  Please keep the Missions in your prayers and please be generous in 
next weekend’s collection for the Society for the Propagation of the Faith.  
 

Missionary Co-Op Information Online - Missions serve an important role in 
our Church. They provide for the needs of the most vulnerable in places 
where the local church cannot reach itself. Missions are encouraged to work 
with and provide information to their assigned parish. In addition to this 
effort the Office for the Missions has set up a Missionary Co-Op 
webpage. The page lists all the Missions, gives a link with information about a 
mission, and an opportunity for people to donate to a mission of their choice. 
Generous donations received are critical to the operation of each mission. 
The current pandemic has affected us all, but even more so for those who 
were already afflicted by poverty. Please help these missionaries get their 
message out by sharing/promoting their information and encouraging 
financial support. If you have any questions, contact the Donna Moore, 
Director, Office for the Missions, 217-698-8500, ext 161.  
 

Protecting God’s Children - If you plan to volunteer in the parish or school, 
you must have a PGC session and background check. Please plan to join us on 
Oct 22, 2020 at 6:30pm at St James Parish House. Please call 429-5363 or 
email office@ssjpparish.com to register.  We also offer online sessions. Please 
go to the website or call Anita at 217 429-5363 with questions. 
 

Conquering Fear - Share with the Diocese a time in your life when you 
conquered the mountain of fear with faith! Keep it to 200 words and send 
to acerveny@dio.org. We want to hear from you! #Benotafraid  
  

 

 The pain and sorrow of a past abortion 
need not endure for a lifetime.   
Call Project Rachel for a confidential, 
non-judgmental referral to those who 
can help: 1-877-RACHEL-5.   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration - First 
Friday devotion involves attending 
Mass on 9 consecutive first Fridays of 
the month. First Friday Adoration will  
be held at St. Patrick Church from 8am 
to 11am. Please call the parish office to 
let us know you will be attending. Our 
next First Friday is Nov 6. 
 

Diocesan Pro-Life Activities.  
Our diocesan mission is to support 
social concern efforts in parish 
communities of faith. We carry out the 
ministry of Jesus Christ and the gospel 
values of dignity for all life from 
conception to natural death. Through 
prayer, education, outreach, and 
advocacy we provide the resources 
necessary to bring social change in light 
of catholic social teaching.  
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5 Parish Calendar & Events 

at St. James     
Sunday and daily Mass resume. Please wear a mask into 
the church, and social distancing will be enforced. Please 
join us.  
  
  
 

at St. Patrick 
Sunday and daily Mass resume. Please wear a mask into the 
church, and social distancing will be enforced. Please join 
us. 
 
 
 

Pray for victims of war, violence, abuse and natural 
disasters. 
Pray for our military and first responders. 
Pray for a greater respect for life at all stages. 
Pray for those of our parish who are ill. 
 

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 11 October 2020  

 

Isaiah 25:6-10a.  Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6.  Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20.  Matthew 22:1-14.   
 

Don’t Kill the Messenger. We have another Kingdom of God/Heaven parable today. It is about being gracious and prepared. Who, in 
a right mind, would snub a gracious invitation to a feast? Who, in a right mind, would kill the messenger? It happened to Jesus. We 
should not be surprised when it happens to us in little or big ways. Still, we must announce: “Come to the feast, come to the 
Kingdom.” The required wedding garment in this gospel feast reminds us, who live in this Kingdom of God, to always imagine we 
wear our baptismal cloths; and, thus, always remember to act as faithful disciples.  
 

 What Good News will I proclaim this week?  
 

 What good deed will I do?  
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