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Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

 This is my first opportunity to address you in our 

newsletter. As you can read on the other side, we have 

changed to a quarterly newsletter to cut our expenses and 

to focus more on feature stories about our parish and 

school.   

 I have enjoyed my first 4 months here at Saints James 

and Patrick. People have been very welcoming including 

some dinner invitations and some goodies dropped by the 

Rectory. I definitely have enjoyed seeing my parents 

frequently and reconnecting with several friends from my 

time growing up in Decatur.  

 The CoVid pandemic has caused disruptions to all of our 

lives. I know for many of you it has now been over 6 

months since you have been to Church. I hope you have 

been able to watch the masses online or at least kept up 

with the bulletin. If you aren't able to read the bulletin on 

our website, please call the office and we will mail the 

bulletin to you.. 

 I am thankful for those who have mailed their 

contributions in or switched to online giving. We could not 

make it without your regular support. However, many 

people have not been giving, especially those who usually 

just put cash in the basket. Since July 1, we are about 

$2500 a week behind what we received last year. We were 

fine from March until June because of the Cares Act money 

we received. It is becoming more of a challenge now. If you 

have not contributed since June, I ask that you mail your 

contribution or drop it off at the parish office. You can also 

put it in the baskets near the doors of our churches. 

 I am excited to eventually get to know you better. It is 

difficult to learn who people are when we are wearing 

masks. We are able to begin Families of Faith and RCIA in 

modified ways and hope to start other programs soon. 

Please pray for me and our parish. and I cant wait until we 

can have a big celebration together when we are allowed. 

May God Bless you, and I hope you have a Blessed Advent 

and Christmas season.                   

                  Fr. Chris 

In-Person Mass & Other Programs Return 
Letter From Our Pastor 
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 For nearly five months, our 

parish has safely returned to 

celebrating in-person Masses, 

and we encourage you to 

attend if you’re comfortable 

doing so. In-person Masses 

began the weekend of June 20-

21, and our parish reopening 

task force implemented various 

sanitation measures to ensure 

your safety.  

 Parishioners wear masks when entering and leaving the 

church, and they’re seated appropriately to abide by social 

distancing guidelines. There are modifications to the Mass, 

such as no singing, no Precious Blood being offered, and 

avoiding physical contact during the Sign of Peace.  

 Parishioners are properly dismissed to receive 

Communion and to leave Mass, and hand sanitizer is 

available at every entrance. The churches are cleaned after 

every Mass, too. No sign ups are needed to attend Mass. 

 Despite these safety precautions, the dispensation from 

the obligation to attend Holy Mass on Sundays and Holy 

Days of Obligation remains in 

effect until further notice. 

Please stay home if you feel 

sick. Mass will still be recorded 

and posted online. Visit our 

parish website or Facebook 

page to watch the Mass online.   

 If you don’t feel safe attending 

Mass but want to continue your 

weekly offering, you can make 

an online donation by visiting www.ssjpparish.com/Online-

Giving. Donating online is simple, safe, and convenient. 

 As we continue the full return of public Mass, we’re 

reminded of Bishop Paprocki’s concluding statement 

regarding the celebration of in-person Mass: 

 “In the liturgy and in the sacraments, the mysteries of 

salvation and God’s healing and saving grace are made 

present and effective. They are what unite us to Christ and 

to one another, in His mystical body … We know that 

nothing is more essential, more necessary, more urgently 

needed than the grace of God made present in the liturgy 

and sacraments.”   

Protective Measures Enable Safe In-Person Masses 

 An abundance of prayerful devotions can help us through 

these difficult times, so please join us for a variety of new 

faith opportunities, such as:  
 

Angelus & Rosary (12:00pm) 

 The Angelus commemorates the mystery of the 

Incarnation of Jesus and pays homage to Mary’s role in 

salvation history, and the Rosary is a devotion in honor of 

the Virgin Mary. More information about these prayers can 

be found at catholic.org/prayers. 

 You can pray along with Fr. Chris by visiting our 

Facebook page or the front page of our website; there will 

be a live or pre-recorded video posted often, if not daily. 

You don’t need a Facebook account to access the videos. 

Our Facebook page is ‘Saints James and Patrick Parish’.  

   If you can’t join in at noon, take time to pray the Angelus 

and Rosary on your own.  
 

Divine Mercy Chaplet (3:15pm) 

 The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is a devotion to the divine 

mercy of God. Jesus revealed the Chaplet to St. Faustina 

through a series of visions between 1935-1938. The 

purpose of this prayer is to ask God to “have mercy on us 

and on the whole world”, even though we don’t deserve it. 

 Like the Angelus & Rosary, Fr. Chris will pray the Chaplet 

of Divine Mercy online, so you can join him by visiting our 

Facebook page or the homepage of our website.  
 

First Friday Adoration (8 - 11am Monthly) 

One of the great devotions of our Church is to the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus, who is fully present in the Eucharist. The 

Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for Adoration on the 

first Friday of each month at St. Patrick Church. 

 We need at least two people to sign up for each hour so 

the Eucharist is not left unattended. Please call the parish 

office to sign up if you are interested. Everyone is invited to 

come and spend time in prayer with our Lord. 

New Opportunities to Enrich Your Spiritual Life 
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Formed.org Provides Excellent Catholic Content 
 You’re probably familiar with 

Netflix, Hulu, and various other 

streaming services. Well, now 

you have access to another one: 

Formed.org, which is the leading 

website for Catholic video and 

audio content. Our parish 

purchased an annual subscription 

earlier this summer, allowing 

every parishioner to access the 

website for free!  

 Formed provides faith-based videos, children’s 

programming, podcasts, and much more - all from the 

comfort of your home. There are thousands of hours of 

Catholic movies, programs, and studies. The goal: to keep 

you engaged in your Catholic faith wherever you go.  

 “I have been using Formed since it started five years ago, 

and I find it amazing for people of all ages and different 

amounts of Catholic background,” Fr. Chris said. 

 Formed is produced by the Augustine Institute of Denver 

and features some of the best Catholic scholars in the 

country. These series are some of the most popular: 
 

The Search 

What is this journey in between the event we call “birth” 

and the one we call “death”? Is the journey taking you 

somewhere, or are you leading yourself to some kind of 

destination – a destination that could extend beyond your 

last breath? What do you want from your life during the in 

between? The questions are there. And, the answers are 

too.  
 

Symbolon: The Catholic Faith Explained 

Features 20 video and discussion sessions that bring 

together some of the most trusted Catholic teachers in the 

world to guide you through the breadth and richness of the 

Catholic faith.  

Why Believe? 

Intended for the high school and 

college audience. The New 

Evangelization requires a new 

apologetics, that is, a defense of 

the faith that responds to the 

questions that believers and non-

believers alike are asking today 

with philosophical and theological 

arguments rooted in Sacred 

Scripture, Catholic Tradition, and the best philosophical 

reflection available.  
 

Presence: The Mystery of the Eucharist 

Although the Eucharist appears to be simple bread and 

wine, it is actually the "source and summit" of the Christian 

life. The Mystery of the Eucharist explores the truth and 

beauty of Christ's real presence in the Eucharist, from its 

origins in Sacred Scripture, to its profound role in the life of 

the Church and her members. It is the crescendo of the 

entire story of salvation.  

 

The Wild Goose 

The Wild Goose is a work of the Holy Spirit, which is 

awakening in the hearts of all those participating in God's 

love and transforming power. This is a love that has been 

revealed to us by Jesus Christ and that leads us to our 

heavenly Father. As you walk through this series, pray for 

the Spirit to breathe life into your heart.  
 

 All of these videos - in addition to dozens of others - will 

encourage you to live an authentic, Catholic lifestyle while 

learning about the faith.  

 You can access the Formed website via your computer, 

and there’s also an app for Apple and Android phones. To 

sign-up, follow the instructions on the homepage of our 

parish website: ssjpparish.org. You only need an email to 

sign up. 
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 St. Patrick School & Families of Faith  
 St. Patrick School has 

successfully returned to in-person 

learning this Fall, and principal 

Nick Blackburn is just grateful for 

each day.  

 “I never thought I’d see so 

many kids excited to be in a 

school building, and that’s what 

our staff looks forward to,” he 

said. “We find joy in the simple 

things of just being in school. It’s 

great to be here.”  

 The school has implemented 

various safety precautions - such 

as extra cleanings and spacing 

desks - and the staff closely monitors everyone for signs 

and symptoms of the virus. There aren’t large assemblies 

either, but otherwise it seems like a normal year of 

education. 

 “The parents, students, and staff are flexible with the 

plans, but we’re just happy to be back in person,” Nick said. 

“The kids smile when they come to school and are happy to 

be back. The parents appreciate the extra effort we take to 

make it work, too.”  

 Families of Faith - our religious 

education program - has also 

returned to in-person learning. 

Families of Faith provides 

education for all children but is 

especially important for children 

wanting to receive First Penance 

(2nd Graders) and Confirmation 

and Eucharist (3rd Graders and 

older). If you have a child in one 

of these groups but didn’t attend 

the September, October, or 

November sessions, please let us 

know you’re interested.  

 The kids, teens, and young 

adults who have already been Confirmed are meeting as a 

group for further faith formation too.  

 Families of Faith meets on the first Wednesday of each 

month, but if you can’t attend on Wednesday evenings, 

please call the parish office at 429-5363.  

 Our upcoming session is listed below, and a sign-up link 

is on the parish website’s homepage: ssjpparish.com.  

 December 2 - 6:00pm - St. Patrick Church 

The Gospel of Life—Respect Life Month 
 October was Respect Life Month, 

and our Church asked us to reflect on 

how we care for the various forms of 

life - from conception to natural death. 

As Catholics, we believe that every 

person is made in the image and 

likeness of God. Therefore, every 

person has inherent dignity.  

 According to the USCCB’s Respect 

Life Month statement, October “is a 

time to focus on God’s precious gift of 

human life and our responsibility to 

care for, protect, and defend the lives 

of our brothers and sisters.” 

 This year’s theme, “Live the Gospel 

of Life,” was inspired by the commemoration of the 25th 

anniversary of Pope John Paul II’s encyclical The Gospel of 

Life. Pope John Paul’s masterfully articulated defense of 

the right to life for children in their mothers’ wombs, the 

elderly, persons with disabilities, and the marginalized is 

more relevant today than ever before. 

 The Gospel of Life provides a 

blueprint for building a culture of life 

and civilization of love. The 

important work of transforming our 

culture begins by allowing the 

Gospel of Christ to touch and 

transform our own hearts and the 

decisions we make. May we strive 

to imitate Christ and follow in his 

footsteps, caring for the most 

vulnerable among us. Through the 

intercession of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, may Our Lord grant us 

the grace to live courageously and 

faithfully his Gospel of life. 

 We hope this month was a reminder of our call to help 

others encounter God’s transforming, life-giving love, and 

to defend the sanctity of every person’s life, especially 

those who are most vulnerable. We must work to build a 

culture that respects human life and treats one another with 

God’s love.  

Principal Nick Blackburn 
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Thanksgiving: Growing in Gratitude to God 
 As Thanksgiving approaches, 

many people reflect on what they’re 

thankful for, and family and friends 

are probably near the top of the list. 

However, where does God fit in 

your thanksgiving?  

 We should thank God for 

everything we have, but we should 

also thank Him for simply being 

God and offering us eternal 

salvation with Him. We should 

thank God for the gift of the Holy 

Eucharist, and we can do that by attending Mass as often 

as possible. 

 Here are more ways to grow in gratitude during the 

season of Thanksgiving: 

Prayer impacts our perspective 

 If you are struggling with being grateful, take this matter 

to your prayer time! Ask the Lord for more graces to accept 

each moment of your life, as it is, and to overcome 

whatever is holding you back from being grateful. 

Surround yourself with people who are grateful for life 

 Gratitude is an important virtue and flows from humility. 

“If souls are humble, they will be moved to give thanks,” St. 

Teresa of Ávila said. We need to overcome the desire to be 

“Pinterest-perfect” or to believe that this type of perfection 

will bring us happiness! 

Materialism fuels our ingratitude. 

 Our culture and greed often lead 

us into a vicious circle of 

materialism: The more we get, the 

more we want. Materialism leads to 

the “give me” mindset in which 

“stuff” fills the void of our hearts. It 

is important to focus on the non-

material world where we share our 

thanks with words of affirmation, 

kind deeds, and prayers of 

thanksgiving. 

A major obstacle to being grateful or growing in this 

virtue is refusing to forgive. 

 When we refuse to forgive it leads us to grow in hard-

heartedness. Consider forgiving those who have hurt you 

or robbed you of your joy. Seek to mend that relationship. 

When we seek out to strengthen our relationships with 

others, we grow closer to Christ. In the meantime, we grow 

in gratitude. 

 In the words of St. John Paul II, “Remember the past with 

gratitude … live the present with enthusiasm and … look 

forward to the future with confidence.” When we look to the 

past with gratitude it not only creates beautiful memories 

but helps us navigate our life. 

Preparing for the Birth of Christ 
 The Advent season - which marks the 

beginning of the Church’s calendar year - is a 

time of spiritual preparation as we await the birth 

of Christ. We must direct our hearts and minds to 

the greatest gift we’ve received: Jesus Christ, 

the Son of God. 

 Advent lasts from November 29 - December 

24, and while we typically regard Advent as a 

joyous season, it’s also appropriate to ask for 

forgiveness so we can welcome Christ with loving, clean 

hearts. 

 We can prepare for Christ through the Sacrament of 

Penance and Reconciliation. Our faith calls us to love 

perfectly like Christ, so we’re told in James 5:16 to “confess 

your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you 

may be healed.” Seeking forgiveness isn’t easy, but St. 

Teresa of Calcutta reminds us that, “God doesn’t require us 

to succeed, He only requires that you try.”  

 As a forgiven Body of Christ, we can properly celebrate 

the birth of Jesus Christ - our Savior - on Christmas Day.  

 Please check our parish bulletin and website for further 

announcements as the Advent and Christmas seasons 

approach. You must sign up to attend a Christmas Mass, 

and the link will be posted on our website on December 1. 

 December 24 - Christmas Eve Mass Schedule 

 4:00pm @ St. James Church 

 6:00pm @ St. Patrick Church 

 11:00pm @ St. James Church 

 December 25 - Christmas Day Mass Schedule 

 10:00am @ St. Patrick Church 



Mass Times 
Saturday                 

4:00pm: St. James                                 

5:30pm: St. Patrick 

Sunday                                          

8:30am: St. James                           

10:00am: St. Patrick                                         

Contact Us 
Saints James and Patrick Parish 

724 E. Clay St. (St. James Church)                  

407 E. Eldorado St. (St. Patrick Church) 

Decatur, IL 62521 (St. James) 

                   62523 (St. Patrick) 
        
St. James Church: (217) 428-7733 

St. Patrick Church: (217) 429-5363  
 

E-mail: office@ssjpparish.com 

Website: www.ssjpparish.com 

Facebook: Saints James and Patrick 

Parish (the one with the parish logo) 

Saints James and Patrick Parish 

To remain in Christ and to reveal Christ to others 

407 E. Eldorado Street 

Decatur, IL 62523  

217.429.5363 

www.ssjpparish.com 
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Transition to a Quarterly Newsletter 
 Our new quarterly 

newsletters will provide an 

overview of upcoming parish 

events and liturgical 

seasons, along with in-depth 

articles about St. Patrick 

School and relevant Catholic 

topics. Our hope is that these 

newsletters strengthen your 

faith and help you become 

better disciples of Jesus.  

 This is the first newsletter 

released since Fr. Chris 

Comerford became pastor, 

and he’s excited to be leading our 

parish. Please introduce yourself to 

him if you haven’t already, and you’re 

invited to join him virtually for daily 

prayer videos posted to our Facebook 

page and parish website.  

 Please pray for him as he continues 

guiding our parish through this 

pandemic, and may these words be 

ever in your heart: 

 “Jesus, I Trust in You!” 

  


