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Dear friends, 

 

 As we move closer to the end of another year, we 

are still greatly affected by the global pandemic. We 

never dreamed our lives would have been so 

changed for so long. I hope you have been able to 

return to some normalcy in your lives. 

 

   As a Church, we are getting closer to gathering 

and worshipping as we had before. However, a 

large portion of our congregation have not come 

back for various reasons. If that includes you, I 

hope you consider rejoining us on the weekends 

soon. 

 

   Unfortunately many who are not attending were 

active in ministries. We are having difficulty filling 

roles for our weekend masses or the same people 

are being called to fill in almost every week. 

 

   I ask you to consider becoming involved in the 

ministries we offer at mass. We are especially in 

need of ushers to take up the collection and help 

with directing people during the Communion 

procession. Let the office know if you would be 

willing to help. If you have stepped away from 

helping during the pandemic, I ask you to consider 

being active again. At least look at the schedule 

and fill in for someone who needs a substitute. Our 

masses are even better celebrations when you are 

involved.                                     

God bless, 

Fr. Chris Comerford 

Become Involved in Mass Ministries 
Letter From Our Pastor 

Pet Blessing on October 4 
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 Pope Francis formally opened the first 

phase of the Synod on Synodality with a 

Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica on Oct. 10. 

The plan is for a series of regional, 

national, and international meetings that 

will lead up to the Sixteenth Ordinary 

General Assembly of the Synod of 

Bishops in October 2023, whose theme 

is “For a Synodal Church: Communion, 

Participation, and Mission.”  
 

 Here is an excerpt from Bishop Paprocki’s online column 

regarding the Synod on Synodality: 
 

 By convening this synod, Pope Francis invites the entire 

Church to reflect on a theme that he sees as decisive for its 

life and mission: “It is precisely this path of synodality which 

God expects of the Church of the third millennium.” The 

three dimensions of the theme are communion, 

participation, and mission. These three dimensions are 

profoundly interrelated.  

 Communion finds its deepest roots in the love and unity 

of the Trinity. Participation calls for the involvement of all 

the members of the People of God — laity, consecrated 

and ordained — to engage in the exercise of deep and 

respectful listening to one another. Mission recognizes that 

the Church exists to evangelize. We can never be centered 

on ourselves. Our mission is to witness to the love of God 

in the midst of the whole human family.  

 The Preparatory Document for the 

Synod on Synodality says that the 

fundamental question that guides this 

consultation of the People of God is the 

following: “A synodal Church, in 

announcing the Gospel, ‘journeys 

together.’ How is this ‘journeying 

together’ happening today in your 

particular Church? What steps does the 

Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our ‘journeying 

together’?”  

 In answering this question, I am pleased to say that our 

diocese has already embraced this synodal path of 

“journeying together” in a variety of ways, most significantly 

in recent years through our Fourth Diocesan Synod, which 

took place throughout most of the 2017 calendar year on 

the theme of discipleship and stewardship.   

 The Synod on Synodality will include a diocesan phase 

from October 2021 to April 2022. A second, continental 

phase will take place from September 2022 to March 2023. 

The third, universal phase will then take place with the 

Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops at the 

Vatican in October 2023.  
 

 You can read the entire column by visiting our website 

and clicking the link on our homepage.  

Pope Francis Opens Process for Synod on Synodality 

 November is the month to focus on the 

intercession of the saints and to give thanks to 

God for our loved ones, especially those who 

have passed from this life. The Catholic 

Church’s beautiful tradition of praying for the 

dead reminds us that we’re connected to them 

through our faith in Jesus Christ and through 

His Church. 

 Our parish will embrace this tradition by 

praying for the loved ones who have died 

during the past year. This tradition is meant to 

ask God to be merciful to the dead and to 

purify their souls. The names of the loved ones will be read 

aloud during Mass.  

 Praying for the deceased who may be in purgatory has 

numerus roots in Scripture; it can be found in Zechariah, 

Sirach, 2 Maccabees, Corinthians, and in Jesus’s words in 

the Gospel of Matthew, which states, “And whoever says a 

word against the Son of man will be forgiven; 

but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will 

not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age 

to come (Matthew 12:32).” This declaration of 

our Lord implies there are at least some sins 

that can be forgiven in the next life to a people 

who already believed it. We must continue to 

pray that those who have died will enter into 

the fullness of God’s love in Heaven.  

 This month begins with the Solemnity of All 

Saints on Nov. 1
st
 (not a holy day of obligation 

in 2021) and the Commemoration of All Souls 

on Nov. 2. The memorials of various saints are celebrated 

this month, and then the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ, King of the Universe – commonly referred to as 

Feast of Christ the King – is Nov. 21. This feast is intended 

to proclaim Christ’s relationship with His Church and 

humanity, as well as describe Christ’s Kingdom.  

Celebrate the Saints & Pray for Our Loved Ones 
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Give Thanks for the Eucharist 
 As Thanksgiving approaches, many people reflect on 

what they’re thankful for, and family and friends are 

probably near the top of the list. However, where does God 

fit in your thanksgiving?  

 We should thank God for everything we have, but we 

should also thank Him for simply being God and offering us 

eternal salvation with Him. We should thank God for the gift 

of the Holy Eucharist, and we can do that by attending 

Mass as often as possible. 

 The Eucharist is the center of our faith because through it 

we embrace the very body, blood, soul, and divinity of 

Jesus Christ and become one with Him. We receive God’s 

grace through this act of love and unity. Without this 

sacrament, we would be separated from experiencing the 

fullness and true presence of Christ, so we must give 

thanks to God for allowing us this life-giving encounter!  

 According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 

through the extraordinary gift of Jesus’ presence in the 

Eucharist, we “break the one bread that provides the 

medicine of immortality, the antidote for death, and the food 

that makes us live forever in Jesus Christ.” 

 Use this time of Thanksgiving to attend Mass and offer 

thanks to God for His gift of the Eucharist. Weekend Mass 

times are listed on Page 6.  

Prepare for the Birth of Christ 
 The Advent season - which 

marks the beginning of the 

Church’s calendar year - is a 

time of spiritual preparation 

as we await the birth 

of Christ. We must direct 

our hearts and minds to the 

greatest gift we’ve received: Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

 Advent lasts from November 28 - December 24, and its 

name derives from the Latin word meaning “coming.” As we 

prepare for the coming of Christ, we can partake in various 

Advent traditions.  

 One of the most popular traditions is the Advent 

Wreath, which is a circle of evergreen branches 

symbolizing the passing of time, eternal life, and the 

endless love Jesus has for us. Three purple candles and 

one rose candle can be inserted into the wreathe and lit 

separately to represent the four weeks of Advent. The 

purple candles represent prayer, penance, and sacrifice, 

and the rose candle, which is lit during the third week of 

Advent, symbolizes rejoicing because Christ’s birth is near.  

 Another Advent tradition is to make a Jesse Tree. 

The tree is named after the biblical Jesse - the father of 

the great King David - and an ornament is placed on the 

Jesse Tree for each day of Advent. A Scripture 

passage accompanies each ornament so every day you 

have an opportunity to reflect 

on Scripture.  

 Although we 

typically regard Advent as a 

joyous season, it’s also 

appropriate to ask for 

forgiveness so we can 

welcome Christ with loving, clean hearts. 

 We can prepare for Christ through the Sacrament of 

Penance and Reconciliation. Our faith calls us to love 

perfectly like Christ, so we’re told in James 5:16 to “confess 

your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you 

may be healed.” Seeking forgiveness isn’t easy, but St. 

Teresa of Calcutta reminds us that, “God doesn’t require us 

to succeed, He only requires that you try.”  

 Our parish offers plenty of opportunities to receive the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation before most Masses; view our 

website or bulletins for specific times. Also, stay tuned for 

information about local penance services during Advent.  

 Preparing for the birth of Christ is important because 

of the message Christ revealed: we’re all united in God’s 

love. Let’s use Advent to remind ourselves of where Jesus 

fits into our lives, and to reflect on how we can share 

our love and gifts with others. As a forgiven Body of Christ, 

we can properly celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ - our 

Savior - on Christmas Day.   
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Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
 The Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary is celebrated on 

December 8, and this feast honors the belief 

that Mary was conceived sinless instead of 

being born with original sin.  

 A feast called the Conception of Mary 

arose during the 7th century, and it received 

its present name in the 11th century. It 

became a feast of the universal Church in 

the 18th century.  

 “The most Blessed Virgin Mary, in the first 

instant of her conception, by a singular 

grace and privilege granted by almighty 

God, in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, 

the savior of the human race, was preserved free from all 

stain of original sin,” Blessed Pope Pius IX wrote in 1854 

when defining the teaching. 

 According to St. Bernadette Soubirous, who experienced 

various Marian apparitions in Lourdes, France in 1858, 

Mary identified herself as “I am the Immaculate 

Conception.” 

 Mary is Immaculate because she is full of 

grace and was to be the Mother of God. In 

Luke 1:28 the angel Gabriel, speaking on 

God’s behalf, addresses Mary as “full of 

grace” or “highly favored”. In that context, 

this phrase means that Mary is receiving the 

divine help necessary for the task ahead.  

 However, the Church grows in 

understanding with the help of the Holy 

Spirit. The Spirit led the Church to the 

insight that Mary had to be the most perfect 

work of God next to the Incarnation of His 

Son. The logic of piety helped God’s people 

to believe that Mary was full of grace and 

free of sin from the first moment of her existence. 

Moreover, this great privilege of Mary is the highlight of all 

that God has done in Jesus.  

 Rightly understood, the incomparable holiness of Mary 

shows forth the incomparable goodness of God. She has 

received the original grace of purity and the final state of 

the blessed life that we hope one day to receive.   

You’re Invited to Our Upcoming Parish Events 
 It’s been wonderful to gather for in-person Mass and 

events again, and you’re invited to join us for the following 

events. As always, please check the weekly bulletins and 

parish website for more up-to-date information as these 

events approach. 
 

The Catholic Funeral 

(Sunday, Nov. 7 from 3-4pm in St. Patrick Church) 

Join Fr. Chris to learn about our Catholic teaching and 

belief on funerals, the wake, burying the dead, cremation, 

and the journey for grief that follows a loss.  
 

Advent Breakfast 

(Sunday, Dec. 5 after Masses in St. Patrick Church 

Basement) 

Enjoy a delicious breakfast and meet other parishioners at 

this annual event.  
 

Advent Evening of Prayer - For Women 

(Sunday, Dec. 5 at 6:30pm in St. Patrick Church) 

All women are invited to this event.  
 

Advent Evening by Candlelight - For All 

(Tuesday, Dec. 7 at 6:30pm at the Beach House) 

Celebrate Advent with family and friends at this unique 

event featuring table decorations, good food, and Advent-

themed activities.  

Penance Service 

Date and time to be determined - continue checking the 

bulletins and website as we get closer to Advent. 
 

2022 Events - Check Future Bulletins for More Info 
 

(January) 

The Mass - Learn the history of the Mass and what/why is 

being said throughout the liturgy.  
 

(February) 

Sacraments of Initiation - Review these sacraments from 

our adult faith perspective, and receive an explanation of 

Restored Order of these Sacraments.  
 

(March) 

All Day/Evening Lenten Retreat - Fr. Chris will lead this 

retreat. 

Seder Meal - Recognize our roots in the Jewish Passover 

Meal 
 

(April) 

Eucharist - Deepen our understanding of the Eucharist 
 

(May) 

The Blessed Mother - Learn about her life, devotions, and 

prayer 
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St. Patrick School Students Form Student Council 
  St. Patrick School students formed a 

student council earlier this year to provide 

students an opportunity to share and 

implement their ideas. The candidates wrote 

letters, designed posters, and gave 

speeches during the campaign, and the 

Junior High students voted for their 

representatives at the end of September.  

 Treasurer Adrien Cook enjoys being part 

of student council meetings.  

 “We ask each other for ideas and do a 

majority vote for ideas we want to do,” he said. “Then we 

make sure all events happen as planned.”  

 Secretary Tanisha Gardet takes notes during the 

meeting, types them up, and is responsible for informing 

the students of upcoming events.  

 “I chose this position because I like typing, and I can be a 

good listener and multi-tasker,” she said. “We’ve had 

feedback from some students, so we take their ideas into 

consideration too.”   

 A student council bulletin of upcoming events is released 

every two weeks, and President Claire Parrish also makes 

announcements over the intercom at school.   

 “I got involved because it sounded like a 

fun opportunity, especially with this being 

my last year at St. Pat’s,” she said. “I enjoy 

doing it because I like to have more fun 

things for the students to do. We hope to 

have more fundraisers and clubs, like a 

fundraiser for the choir students so they can 

raise money for their trip.”  

 The student council is excited to 

implement more ideas and activities as the 

school year continues. Thank you to the student council for 

your hard work!  

Student Council Representatives 

President: Claire Parrish 

Vice President: Emma Pinedo 

Treasurer: Adrien Cook 

Secretary: Tanisha Gardet 

7th Grade Liaison: Lydia Worsham 

7th Grade Representative: McKenzie Spitzer 

6th Grade Liaison: Ava Roddis 

6th Grade Representative: Kennedy Ratcliff 

View Catholic Content on Formed.org 
 All parishioners are encouraged to live an authentic, 

Catholic lifestyle while learning about the faith, so please 

sign up for Formed if you haven’t done so already.  

 Formed.org is the leading website for Catholic video and 

audio content, and every parishioner has access to the 

website for free! Formed provides faith-based videos, 

children’s programming, podcasts, and much more - all 

from the comfort of your home. There are thousands of 

hours of Catholic movies, programs, and studies. The goal: 

to keep you engaged in your Catholic faith wherever you 

go.  

 Formed is produced by the Augustine Institute of Denver 

and features some of the best Catholic scholars in the 

country. These series are some of the most popular: 
 

The Search 

What is this journey in between the event we call “birth” 

and the one we call “death”? Is the journey taking you 

somewhere, or are you leading yourself to some kind of 

destination – a destination that could extend beyond your 

last breath? What do you want from your life during the in 

between? The questions are there. And, the answers are 

too.  

Symbolon: The Catholic Faith Explained 

Features 20 video and discussion sessions that bring 

together some of the most trusted Catholic teachers in the 

world to guide you through the breadth and richness of the 

Catholic faith. 
 

Forgiven: The Transforming Power of Confession 

Explore the grace and healing offered in Confession while 

learning how this sacrament of mercy reveals the depth 

and bounty of God's love. This series communicates God's 

invitation to each one of us to come experience his 

indescribable love in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 

 You can access the Formed website via your computer, 

and there’s also an app for Apple and Android phones. To 

sign-up, follow the instructions on the homepage of our 

parish website: ssjpparish.org. You only need an email to 

sign up 



Mass Times 
 

Saturday                 
4:00pm: St. James                                 
5:30pm: St. Patrick 
 

Sunday                                          
8:30am: St. James                           
10:15am: St. Patrick                                 

Contact Us 
 

Saints James and Patrick Parish 
724 E. Clay St. (St. James Church)                  
407 E. Eldorado St. (St. Patrick Church) 
Decatur, IL 62521 (St. James) 
                   62523 (St. Patrick) 
        
St. James Church: (217) 428-7733 

St. Patrick Church: (217) 429-5363  
 

E-mail: office@ssjpparish.com 
 

Website: www.ssjpparish.com 
 

Saints James and Patrick Parish 

To remain in Christ and to reveal Christ to others 

407 E. Eldorado Street 

Decatur, IL 62523  

217.429.5363 

www.ssjpparish.com 
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Christmas Mass Schedule 
 Please join us for Mass as we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, Our Lord 

and Savior. Also, check our parish bulletins and website for further 

announcements as the Advent and Christmas seasons approach.  
‘ 

December 24 - Christmas Eve 

 4:00pm @ St. James Church 

 6:00pm @ St. Patrick Church 

 11:00pm @ St. James Church 
 

 December 25 - Christmas Day 

 10:15am @ St. Patrick Church 

Donate via QR Code 
 

Hover your phone’s 
camera over the QR 
code (right).  
 

Click the notification 
that pops up, and it’ll 
open our online 
donation page. 


