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Saints James and Patrick Parish 
(Page with Logo)

TO REMAIN IN CHRIST AND REVEAL CHRIST TO OTHERS

Saint James Church
742 E. Clay • Decatur, Illinois 62521

 

Masses: Sat 4:00pm, Sun 8:30am
Office Hours: M & Tu 8:00am - 3:00pm

Office: (217) 428-7733
Fax: (217) 429-8206

Saint Patrick Church
407 E. Eldorado • Decatur, Illinois 62523

 

Masses: Sat 5:30pm, Sun 10:15am
Office Hours: M-F 9:00am - 4:00pm

Office: (217) 429-5363
Fax: (217) 429-8206

School: (217) 423-4351 



Featured Saint
 

St. Juan Diego (Dec. 9)
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Lady of Guadalupe first appeared to Juan Diego at Tepeyac 
hill on December 9, 1531, but the most famous part of his story 
is told in connection with the appearance on December 12. On 
that day, the roses gathered in his tilma were transformed into 
the miraculous image of Our Lady. After the appearances, he 
spent his life living near the shrine constructed at Tepeyac and 
was revered as a holy, unselfish, and compassionate catechist 
who taught by word and example.  He was canonized on July 31, 
2002.

2 FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK
Scott Hahn's Reflection on the Readings: 
 

   Today’s Psalm paints a dreamlike scene—a 
road filled with liberated captives heading 
home to Zion (Jerusalem), mouths filled with 
laughter, tongues rejoicing.
   It’s a glorious picture from Israel’s past, a 
“new exodus,” the deliverance from exile in 
Babylon. It’s being recalled in a moment of 
obvious uncertainty and anxiety. But the 
psalmist isn’t waxing nostalgic.
   Remembering “the Lord has done great 
things” in the past, he is making an act of faith 
and hope—that God will come to Israel in its 
present need, that He’ll do even greater things 
in the future.
   This is what the Advent readings are all about: 
We recall God’s saving deeds—in the history of 
Israel and in the coming of Jesus. Our 
remembrance is meant to stir our faith, to fill 
us with confidence that, as today’s Epistle puts 
it, “the one who began a good work in [us] will 
continue to complete it” until He comes again 
in glory.
   Each of us, the Liturgy teaches, is like Israel in 
her exile—led into captivity by our sinfulness, in 
need of restoration and conversion by the 
Word of the Holy One (see Baruch 5:5). The 
lessons of salvation history should teach us 
that, as God again and again delivered Israel, in 
His mercy He will free us from our attachments 
to sin if we turn to Him in repentance.
   That’s the message of John, introduced in 
today’s Gospel as the last of the great prophets 
(compare Jeremiah 1:1–4, 11). But John is 
greater than the prophets (see Luke 7:27). He’s 
preparing the way not only for a new 
redemption of Israel but for the salvation of “all 
flesh” (see also Acts 28:28).
   John quotes Isaiah (40:3) to tell us he’s come 
to build a road home for us, a way out of the 
wilderness of sin and alienation from God. It’s a 
road we’ll follow Jesus down, a journey we’ll 
make, as today’s First Reading puts it, “rejoicing 
that [we’re] remembered by God.”
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Tabernacle Candle
In Memory Of
   St. James:
   St. Patrick: Harvey Phillips
 

Monday, December 6
    8:00am at St. James
    Judy Wiggins 
 

Tuesday, December 7
    8:00am at St. Patrick 
    Benny Romano 
 

Wednesday, December 8
    8:00am at St. Patrick
    Deceased Members of the
    Stephan family 
 

    12:10pm at St. Patrick
    John Buzan
 

    6:00pm at St. James 
    Lisa Dilbeck
 

Thursday, December 9
    No Mass 
 

Friday, December 10
    11:15am at St. Patrick 
     Robert Talkington
 

Saturday, December 11
    4:00pm at St. James 
    Bob Nalefski
 

    5:30pm at St. Patrick
    Randy DeJaynes 
 

Sunday, December 12
    8:30am at St. James 
    Ray & Barbara Hogan 
 

    10:15am at St. Patrick
    All Parishioners

MASS INTENTIONS
MASS SCHEDULE & SACRAMENTS

 

Rest in Peace: May parishioners, family, and friends who have died be 
embraced with God’s love forever.
 
 
 
 
 
Daily Marriage Tip:  
“Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy from…the anxieties of 
daily life.” (Lk 21:34) Advent is a time of watchful expectation. What 
anxieties make you “drowsy”? Talk about them with your spouse, and pray 
for peace.
                                                                                        www.foryourmarriage.org 

BAPTISM
Before an infant may be baptized, the parents are required to attend a Baptism Class. 
Please contact the Parish Office. Baptisms generally take place on a Sunday, the day of 
the Resurrection.
 

MATRIMONY
Arrangements must be made six months in advance with the Pastor.  
 

PENANCE (Reconciliation)
Anytime by appointment or:
at St. James:  at St. Patrick:  
             Monday 7:30 - 7:45am                      Friday 10:30 - 11:00am
             Wednesday 7:30 - 7:45am                Saturday 10:00 - 11:00am
             Saturday 3:15 - 3:40pm 
 
Ill or Hospital Bound?
Please call the office so Father can anoint you if you have not been anointed recently. 
When you go to the hospital please register as a parishioner of Ss. James and Patrick. If 
you have not been visited by a priest within two days, please call the office.
 
“St Patrick School admits students of any race, color, sex or national and ethnic origin to all 
the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to 
students at the school. It does not discriminate based on race, color, sex, or national and 
ethnic origin in the administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, 
scholarships and loan programs, and athletic and school administered programs.” 
 
Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting and Investigation: (217) 321-1155.
 
Welcome New Parishioners: Please register at the office during the week. 

Gift of Treasure    Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Fiscal 2021-2022              Week           Year to Date        FY20-21
 

November 20/21 (21)   $   7,028          $330,590             $282,837
Needed                             $18,500          $388,500
Over (Under)                   ($11,472)        ($  57,910)  
  
Campaign for Justice   $323      St Patrick School   $135      Thanksgiving Day   $1,116       Misc.   $145
 
 

Have you considered giving online? Thank you for all those who give online or send in their donation.
                Check out the possibility at: www.ssjpparish.com
 

Long may you live, but please remember our parish in your will. 



 

St. Patrick Home and School will host a carry out Advent breakfast on 
Sunday, December 5 from 7:30am to noon. Please support us by buying 
breakfast - eggs, bacon, hash brown casserole, pancakes, biscuits & gravy, 
milk, coffee, or juice. Adult $7, children age 4-17 $5, under 3 free. Thank you! 
 
Advent Evening of Prayer and Reflection - Come spend a quiet evening in 
candlelit St. Patrick Church with a reflection on the O antiphons of Advent 
through Scripture, prayer, reflections, and haunting music. This event is 
Sunday, December 5 at 6:30pm. Reservations are not required.
 
Advent by Candlelight - Ladies, would you like to spend an evening with old 
friends and new in a lovely candlelit atmosphere, with beautifully decorated 
holiday tables? Then Advent by Candlelight at the Beach House on Tuesday, 
December 7 at 6:30pm is something you’ll enjoy. The Beach House will 
provide the food with a cash bar. Cost is $20.00. To make a reservation, 
please contact Margaret Hickman by phone at (217) 429-1865 or text (217) 
855-4608 or email margaret.hickman@gmail.com. Would you like to 
decorate one of those holiday tables? To volunteer for a table, contact 
Donna Dausman at (217) 433-0807 or dmdausman@comcast.net. Please 
include Advent by Candlelight in your message, so we know it’s not spam.
 
Christmas Baskets at SSJP will be given out on a smaller
scale again this year. If you would like to help; food, gift cards, or monetary 
donations will be greatly appreciated. If you know someone that is struggling 
and could use a basket, please let us know.
 
Christmas Gifts/Toys will be donated through the Salvation Army again this 
year. Please take a tag with the knowledge that the toys listed are JUST 
suggestions - you do not have to purchase that particular item. We will also 
be supporting a couple adult special need homes and will have tags on the 
trees. For more information contact Robin @ 217 428-7733.
 
WeShare Donor Match - WeShare is our online giving platform for 
contributions to the parish, and our parish is receiving a New Donor Match 
for the rest of the year! For everyone who signs up to be a recurring donor 
before December 31, our parish will receive a matching donation of $50. 
Sign up for recurring donations here: https://ssjpparish.weshareonline.org/ 
 
Go on an ADVENTure - This Advent, join our diocese as we go on an 
ADVENTure! Where are we going? Get on board to find out. Head to dio.org/
adventure to sign up and secure your ticket. Reflections, articles, stories, and 
activities to prepare you for Christ. Are you ready?

PARISH NEWS & NOTES4
3 Steps to Donate via QR Code

1. Open the camera app on your 
phone
2. Hover the camera over the QR 
code below
3. A notification pop-up will 
appear on your phone. Click the 
link to be taken to our online 
donation page.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Catholic & Company - Want to 
hear relevant topics for your life? 
Tune into the new local show on 
WDCR Decatur Catholic Radio 
“Catholic & Company”. Hosts are Fr. 
Chris Comerford  & Dave Slade; and 
the ladies edition with Sharon 
Schilawski & Katherine Smith. 
Program airs every Thursday at 
8am, encore at 5pm and 10pm. 
Tune into 88.9 or 96.5 FM radio or 
on podcast whenever you like. 
Thank you! 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
donated time, money, and food for 
our Thanksgiving baskets. We 
appreciate your generosity.
 
Christmas Decorating - On 
December 19 we are asking for 
volunteers to stay after the 8:30 
and 10:15 Masses to transform our 
magnificent churches for Christmas. 
Please mark your calendar to stay 
and help. Donuts will be provided 
and we guarantee a festive time for 
all. We appreciate  your generous 
assistance. Phone the Rectory at 
429-5363 with questions.
 

Parish School News
www.decaturstpatrick.org 

And on Facebook through the school website
 

EPIC youth group - The city-wide youth group will hold meetings at Holy 
Family Parish Center at the following times: 
Junior High - Dec 12
High School - Dec 5, Dec 19
For more information, please contact Deena at 217 855-9845 or Ivy at 217 
412-5188.



 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 7 - Advent by Candlelight
6:30pm at the Beach House
 

PARISH CALENDAR & EVENTS

 

Second Sunday of Advent – 5 December 2021
 

Baruch 5:1-9.  Psalm 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6.  Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11.  Luke 3:1-6.
 

Preparing the Way. In announcing the first coming of the Messiah, John the Baptist urges all people to be right 
with one another and the world. In awaiting the coming, prophet Baruch tells us how to dress for that day – clad 
in justice and peace and mercy. In praying for us, as we await the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, Saint Paul 
confidently urges us to do good work, to love more and more, and to be filled with what is right.
 

    In these troubled times, how can I make things right with _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ? 
    What good work of justice and peace can I do this week?
    What mercy work is Jesus urging me to do?

at St. Patrick
 

Sunday, Dec. 5 - Carry-Out Advent Breakfast
7:30 - Noon in St. Patrick Church Basement 
 

Sunday, Dec. 5 - Advent Prayer & Reflection
6:30pm in St. Patrick Church 
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875 W. McKinley Ave., Decatur
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Managed by Garant Management Solutions

                    (217) 330-7485
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24 Hour Service

Matthew 24:37-44
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217-424-8900217-424-8900
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FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
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Don’t put off getting the care you need!  

Decatur Memorial Hospital is keeping you safe. 
See how at SafeWithMemorial.com
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Honor the life of your
loved one with the
experts at helping
you say goodbye.

A service as
unique
as your
loved one.

brintlingerandearl.com
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loved one with the
experts at helping
you say goodbye.

A service as
unique
as your
loved one.

brintlingerandearl.com

Honor the life 
of your loved 
one with the 
experts at 

helping you 
say goodbye. 


