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 4th Sunday of ADVENT 
Saturday, December 19th 
5:00p    +Mary Wywialowski 
Sunday, December 20th 
9:00a   - For the People of our Parish 
 
Monday, December 21st 

              - No Mass at St. Stephen’s 

Tuesday, December 22nd 

    - No Mass at St. Stephen’s 
 5:00-9:00p—CONFESSIONS 
 
Wednesday, December 23rd 
8:00a  - For the People of our Parish 

Thursday, December 24th 
 4:00a  - For the People of our Parish 
 5:30p   +Deceased Parishioners  
 10:00p  - +Bishop Hying 

Friday, December 25th 
 8:00a  - For the People of our Parish 
 
Saturday, December 26th 
+++ Solemnity of St. Stephen+++ 
9:00a  - For the People of our Parish  

 
Solemnity of the Holy Family 
Saturday, December 26th 
4:00-4:45pm—Confessions    
5:00p - For the People of our Parish 

Sunday, December 20th 
9:00a   +Sue Skaife 

Dear Friends of St. Stephen’s, 

         “…for nothing will be impossible for God… Behold, I  
           am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done unto  
           me according to your word.” 

RESPONSE – We have come to the last Sunday of the  
Advent season. My, did it fly by! After reflecting of the  
goodness of God’s creation, the existence of sin and death as 
a result of us being captured by the evil one, and the rescue 
mission of God by sending His only son to die for our sins, 
this week we are called to spend some time in prayer about 
how we will respond to this great gift of salvation.  

It is truly my great hope and prayer that the culmination of 
these four weeks us led you to a deeper sense of gratitude for 
all God has done for us, and that we would surrender to  
Jesus all the more as the Lord of our life. May His taking on 
of flesh and coming to save us from the power of sin and 
death not only be the central joy of the coming Christmas 
season, but that it would give us the courage and zeal to go 
out and share this good news with all who are still in need or 
longing for so great a joy.  

May our response be the best gift we give this Christmas  
season, and let it be expressed in four primary ways:  
Worship, Thanksgiving, Surrender, and Mission.  

Even more important than just winning the rivalry game this 
year, Jesus Christ has conquered not only 2020, but all of  
history. For this we are called to give him honor and glory 
(time and attention) in our weekly worship for his perpetual 
victory over death!  Our needs are many and God wants to 
hear each one of them, yet may we also never forget or grow 
tired of thanking Him for the many gifts He gives each and 
every day. Conscious of what He has done for us, may we 
run towards Him not just with facts in our minds, but a 
faithful and trusting surrender to him with every part of our 
lives. Lastly, let us thank Him in action as we accept His 
Great Commission to be on mission with Him and “make 
disciples of all the nations” (starting in our own homes,  
families, and community!) 

No doubt this year has been a strange and trying one, yet 
this season has given us the opportunity to reconnect and 
refocus on the greatest gift we have been given in our lives. 
May the joy of this reality set our hearts on fire Christmas 
morning, and continue to sustain the coming days 
(especially leading up to our 50th Anniversary!).  May God 
continue to bless and keep you and your families! 
Please know of my love and prayers for all of you as my 
heart overflows with gratitude to celebrate my first 
Christmas with you in Clinton! Merry Christmas! 

 
In Christo per Mariam, 
Fr. Andrew 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Parish Patronal 

Feast Day! 

Solemnity of Saint Stephen 

Saturday, Dec. 26th 
MASS @ 9:00am 



News & Announcements 

ADVENT PENANCE     

Come receive God’s mercy and prepare your hearts 

for Christmas! Due to the pandemic, instead of a 

Communal Penance Service, Father will have an 

evening for individual confession before Christmas: 

 TUESDAY, Dec. 22nd from 5:00-9:00pm 

 - If you know of anyone who is homebound and 

would like a call, please contact  Fr. Andrew:   

                        frandrew.showers@gmail.com 

+ There are many openings for Mass intentions. 

Please contact the Parish Office at 608-676-2241 to 

schedule. 

NO CLASS until January 6th 
PRAYER CHALLENGE— 
Memorize those prayers during break!! 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the Faith 
Formation Coordinator  
Heather Schneider    608-676-7329. 

Faith Formation 

Looking Ahead 

GIVING TREE 

                  THANK YOU  
FOR YOUR  

GENEROSITY!!! 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 

Thursday, Dec. 24th             Friday, December 25h 
4:00p—Vigil Mass              9:00a– Christmas Mass 
5:30p—Vigil Mass               
10:00p—Vigil Mass 

NOTE—If you know you will be at a particular Christ-
mas Mass, please sign up to assist as a Lector or Usher. 

 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD— Jan. 1st 
+++Holy Day of Obligation+++ 
Thursday, Dec. 31st             Friday, January 1st 
4:00p—Vigil @ St. Thomas          8:00a– St. Stephen’s 
5:00p—(Vigil @ St. Stephen’s?)  8:45a—St. Jude                                
                    (TENTATIVE)           9:00a—OLA 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER HAS GONE VIRTUAL.    Don’t give each other things 
this Christmas, give each other the gift of great communication, a deep love and a marriage filled 
with God by participating in a virtual Worldwide Marriage Encounter from the comfort of your 
home.  There is a virtual experience Jan. 12 to Feb 2, in a series  
of two sessions per week for three weeks of roughly 2 hours each or an experience during Lent,  
February 18 - March 31 once per week. 

For more info go to: alifetimeoflove.org or call (888) 574-5653.  

Para un fin de semana en español por favor llamen a Candelario y Emilia al 815-375-4250.   

2021 WEEKLY OFFERTORY EVELOPES 

The new year is almost here! Stop by in the Gather-
ing Space and pick up your box of family envelopes 
for St. Stephen’s Church.  
              Thank you for your continued generosity!! 

90 Years!!  

Best Wishes and  
Happy 90th Birthday  

to parishioner, Ann Roth!!! 

BIBLE IN A YEAR!! — Fr. Andrew will be sending a 

link soon for those up for the challenge, and looking for a 
simple, but great way to study the Bible in 2021. Hopefully 
there will be a monthly Trivia Night to follow with ques-
tions based on what was read each month! 


