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From the Desk of Fr. Kaim
The No Procrastination Invitation

Labor Day

Recall that I mentioned at all the homilies a few
weeks ago that we Catholics often procrastinate
when it comes to evangelizing. We are not
comfortable with it and we are not usually pressed
by anyone to do it (although your pastor is doing it
now!). The result may be that we pass through our
entire life without sharing the “Good News” of the
Gospel to anyone. If everyone took that approach,
the Church could not grow.

This weekend is a time for us to reflect on the
value of human labor. A common misconception is
that we wouldn’t have to work if Adam and Eve
didn’t eat the apple. But if you look closely, God
had placed them in the Garden to “tend and till the
soil.” It’s the toil that comes from work that was a
consequence of the Fall.

In that same homily, I mentioned an opportunity
for all of us to evangelize by inviting our fallenaway Catholic friends and family to the Doug and
Dave Show. It will be held this Friday at 7:00!PM in
the church. This is a free event. This is a much
easier attempt at evangelizing. It doesn’t require
us to say much about our faith at all. We don’t
have to research Purgatory, the Church’s devotion
to Our Blessed Mother, or why we pray to the
saints. All we are essentially saying is “Come,
follow me.” It is, of course, the message that
Jesus shared with His apostles. He didn’t lay out a
five-year plan or tell them what they would be
doing day to day. He simply said, “Come, follow
Me.” And they dropped their nets (literally) and
followed Him.
The event, entitled, Mass Confusion, is a lighthearted way of looking at the Mass. It’s a perfect
venue for our fallen away Catholics who do not
want doctrine thrown at them (or a guilt trip about
not coming to Mass!), but are open to a casual and
non-threatening presentation of what is missing in
their lives and why it might be important for them
to re-consider their decision to forgo worshipping
in community. It’s a great time for them to rediscover their roots.

Work was not a punishment. Indeed, of Jesus’s 132
public appearances in the New Testament, 122
were in the marketplace. Of the 52 parables Jesus
told, 45 had a workplace context. Work was very
much on His mind and on those around Him.
What is the meaning of work? The primary
meaning, purpose, and value of work is that when
we work hard and well, when we pay attention to
the details of our work, we develop character and
virtue. By working hard, we develop the virtues of
perseverance and fortitude; by paying attention to
the details of our work, we develop patience and
responsibility; and by working well, we develop
diligence. When we work, we gain the opportunity
to partner with God. As St. Teresa of Calcutta
pointed out time and again, in a very real and
practical sense, we are God’s hands and feet--for
we are God’s fellow workers. (1 Cor. 3:9). When
taken together, we can see why we all want to
work (even if we mutter under our breath when
the alarm clock rings on Monday morning).
So on this Labor Day weekend, we thank the Lord
for allowing us to work and so transform our lives.
And we pray for those who are looking for
meaningful work, that they might find it and
experience the joy that many of us discover when
we work.

I asked everyone at the parish to invite at least one
person to this event. If everyone is diligent about Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam
this, there’s no reason why we can’t have a packed
church—a church full of all of you—and your
family and friends. Please pray for its success, that Fr. Kaim, S.T.L.
the person you invite will say “yes,” and, more
importantly, come back to a regular practice of the
faith.
.
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Motivated by Love, Empowering Women, Serving with Diligence - On August
18, members of the Respect Life Committee delivered your donation to the
Madonna Renewal Center. Sister Theo was very appreciative of your gift!
With a couple of anonymous donations added to the $9303.00 from the baby
bottles, the total donation was almost $10,000! Sr.Theo gave us an extensive
tour of their home. She told us the St. Joseph and Sons ministry provided a considerable amount of their time and talent
to the renovation process. One of the biggest setbacks was the abatement of asbestos. The bill for that was $250,000.
They have a lovely chapel, a very nice kitchen, and a dining room all on the first floor. The second floor has been finished
with large bedrooms, a living room, a new shower/bathroom, and a meeting room. There is a third floor that still needs
to be renovated, but for now, they have adequate space. There are currently two women residing with them. As part of
their stay, they must learn life skills they may be lacking, such as caring for a child, cooking, and maybe getting their GED.
The sisters hold a rummage sale the third weekend of every month on Friday, from 8:00 AM-5:00 PM and Saturday from
8:00 AM-Noon. All are welcome, and donations will be happily accepted. It’s been a very challenging endeavor for them,
but through it all, their faith and joy sustain them, knowing that this is their calling. Visitors are welcome. If you know a
woman, 18 or older, who finds herself in an unplanned pregnancy, she will be welcomed at the Renewal Center. Their contact information is 815-297-8287, and they are located at 1209B S. Walnut Avenue, Freeport, 61032. Visit their website,
www.madonnarenewalcenter.com, to learn more about this live-saving ministry.
Star of ‘Unplanned” Starts Pro-life Scholarship for Moms to Pursue Their Dreams - Andrea Trudden,
www.lifesitenews.com, writes, “Inspired by her role as Abby Johnson in the movie Unplanned, Ashley Bratcher is partnering with Heartbeat International to offer moms facing unplanned pregnancies educational scholarships so they can
continue pursuing their dreams while raising their children. Bratcher said, ‘Heartbeat International represents the essence of all that I believe the pro-life movement should be. Women are supported, empowered, loved, and never
judged.’” (www.UnplannedMovieScholarship.com; https://tinyurl.com/y4fwrcay)
Stay up-to-date on life issues at www.lifesitenews.com
US priest: Leaving God out of politics is ‘illogical, immoral, and un-American’ - Lisa Bourne,
www.lifesitenews.com, https://tinyurl.com/y3hhsxnd

PRO-LIFE COMMITTEE VISITS THE MADONNA RENEWAL CENTER

Sister Theo receives your donation from
members of the Pro-Life Committee.

Committee members received a tour from Sister
Theo, including the room used for their monthly
rummage sale.
.
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Monday, September 2, Weekday
6:30 No Mass
8:30 +Felex Wojciechowski
Tuesday, September 3, St. Gregory the Great
6:30 +Donna Cwynar
8:30 +Capt. Anthony Slick, USMC
Wednesday, September 4, Weekday
6:30 +Mike Keckler
8:30 ++Tony & Fran Castrogiovanni
+Douglas Peterson

Holy Family- Stewardship of Treasure
August 25, 2019
In pew Sunday Stewardship .................................... $19,222.00
Online Giving ............................................................. $9,216.00
Mail in Sunday Envelopes ......................................... $2,869.00
Totally Weekly Collection ......................................... $31,307.00

Thursday, September 5, Weekday
6:30 +Zeke Giorgi
8:30 +William Hennessy
+Sam Maggio
Friday, September 6, Weekday
6:30 +Adona Hudson
8:30 +Kenneth Wilhelmus
Saturday, September 7, Weekday
8:30 +Jennifer Grundl

Holy Family Seniors Lunch Group
We will meet Wednesday September 11th at 12:15
PM at Cucina Di Rosa, 1620 Bell School Rd.,
Rockford IL. All are welcome! Please contact Gary
at 815-541-6549 for reservations.

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:30 ++Al & Grace Guerrera
+Sue Hooley
Sunday, September 8, 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

6:30
8:00
9:30
11:00
12:30
6:00

Int. of Geno Marsili
+Eleanor Phillips
+Kenneth Gehrke
+Donald Slouka
+Tony Zuzevich
+++Anthony Woods & Angelo &
Josephine Saporito
+Bruce VanKessel
For the People of Holy Family

Fifty parishioners joined
Fr. Kaim on his 3-church pilgrimage
F
to Chicago last week. They visited St.
John Cantius, Historic St. Patrick,
J
and the Shrine of St. Frances
X avier Cabrini.
.
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September
Tuesday, Sept. 3
Wednesday, Sept. 4
Thursday, Sept. 5
Friday, Sept. 6
Monday, Sept. 9
Monday, Sept. 9
Tuesday, Sept. 10
Sat/Sun, Sept. 14/15
Sat/Sun, Sept. 21/22
Sunday, Sept 29th

RCIA Begins
Moms Rock
Mary’s Messengers
Doug and Dave Show
Holy Dusters
Financial Peace University
The Wild Goose
The Wild Goose
Time Fair
Talent Fair
Fall Fest

6PM –8 PM Family Room
9 AM– 11 AM Edwards Apple Orchard
6:30 PM –8:30 PM
7 PM Church
A!er 8:30 AM Mass
6 PM Light Dinner, 6:30 PM Start
6 PM Light Dinner, 6:30 PM Start
9:15 AM Start
A!er all Masses
A!er all Masses
12 PM—3 PM

*Join the Legion of Mary every Monday, in the Hospitality Room, immediately following the 8:30 AM Mass.

Sing of the Lord’s Goodness!!!
In just a few short weeks, our Traditional Choir and Contemporary Ensemble will resume singing on Sunday mornings. Both
groups are always looking to add members who love to sing to
the Lord!
The Contemporary Ensemble is a group of vocalists, guitarist and
instrumentalists who lead the congregation in song at the 11 AM
Sunday Mass. Rehearsals are on Tuesday evenings from 7 – 8:30
in the church beginning September 10th.
The Traditional Choir is just that – a more “traditional” four-part
choir. They sing at the 9:30 AM Sunday Mass and will begin rehearsing on Wednesday, September 11th from 7-8:30 PM in the
choir room in the lower level of the church.

If you like to sing, you should prayerfully consider joining one of
these groups. For more information, contact John in the parish
office at 815-398-4280, or email jsuers@holyfamilyrockford.org.
.

Volunteers Needed!
Holy Family School is in need of
volunteers for the school lunch
program. Please consider helping on a
weekly or monthly basis. Hours are
from 11:00 AM –1:00 PM. All
volunteers need to have completed
Protecting God’s Children protocol.
Please contact the school office at 815398-5331, if interested.

·|6

PILGRIM VIRGIN MARY - HOME VISITS
Parishioners and non-parishioners are invited to
participate in our Pilgrim Virgin's Home Visit
Program.
A statue of Our Blessed Mother is brought to
your home for one week through the Legion of
Mary.
If you are interested in having the Pilgrim Virgin in
your home, or for more information about the
Legion of Mary, please call or text Joy at: 815-5057292 or Terese at 815-997-6850; or email us
at cynthiad.lavely@gmail.com

Note:
Please pray the Rosary or at least start with one
Hail Mary daily, especially on SEPTEMBER 8TH,
OUR BLESSED MOTHER'S BIRTHDAY. Thank you.
To Jesus through Mary.

Catholic Women’s League presents
La Promesse 2019
Celebrating 110 years of your
Generosity!
Wednesday, September 18, 2019
10:00 AM - Basket Raffle Auction
& Silent Auction
Noon - Luncheon
Speaker - The Honorable Judge Rosemary Collins
Cli"reakers Event Center
700 West Riverside Blvd., Rockford, Illinois
Reservation - $40.00 (in advance)

Contact Marilyn Paladino at 815-877-2979 or
visit Catholic Women’s League on Facebook for
additional information.
.

Doug Brummel & Dave Wilson Present
MASS CONFUSION
Live at Holy Family
Friday, September 6 at 7:00 PM
Visit www.douganddaveshow.com for more information.
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Religious Education

BAM
Birthdays After Mass will be on September 11 after
the 8:30 AM Mass. Join us in celebrating all
September birthdays with a hot cup of coffee, tea
and a donut. If your birthday falls in the month of
September, we will take a photo for the bulletin.

We kick off the school year on September 6 at
6:00 PM in the Family Room of the Church for dinner, then go up to the sanctuary at 6:45 for reserved seating at the Doug and Dave Show at 7:00
PM. You don’t want to miss it! If you haven’t registered or sent in your RSVP yet, please do so.
Our Theme for 2019/2020 is, The family that
prays together stays together | United under the
Mantle of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

MOMS ROCK
Join us at Edwards Apple Orchard in Popular
Grove on September 4, at 9:30 AM for a
morning of fun and fellowship. Moms of all
ages can come and spend time at the orchard
with us. I will have a Holy Family sign and
stand outside the concession area from 9:30
to 9:45 AM to greet any new moms. Please
RSVP to Bbeckett@holyfamilyrockfor.org if
you can join us. Looking forward to a fun
event and time to share our 2019/2020
schedule.
.

Mary’s Messengers Rosary Group
Come join us on September 5, from 6:30 to
8:30 PM in the Msgr. Bales room in the
Parish Center. We will make rosaries and
teach any new-comer the art of making a
string-and-bead rosary. This is a great way
for students to earn some Christian
Ministry hours. Grade school students must
have a parent present.
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WOMEN'S GUILD

Upcoming Scouting Events
Mark your calendars now and join in the fun.
Events:
September 14th - Religious Retreat, Camp Lowden,
from 8 AM-5 PM, $15 per person (1 parent per
scout), includes lunch and dinner.
September 19-21st, Pack Family Campout, Rotary
Forest Preserve. Arrow of Light Scouts Friday, all others Saturday afternoon to Sunday morning. Dinner
and breakfast included. $15 per AOL $10 Cub
Scouts $8 family members
October 16th - Pack Meeting - Holy Family
November 20th - Pack Meeting - Holy Family
December 18th - Pack Meeting - Holy Family
January 10th and 11th - Tentative - Pinewood Derby
weigh-in and Race Day
February 19th - Pack Meeting - Arrow of Light cross
over to Boy Scouts
March 18th - Pack Meeting - Holy Family
April 18th - Blue and Gold Ceremony
May 16th - Tentative - Pack Picnic end of season.

Don’t Miss an Open Door
If you have never been baptized or have been
baptized in another Christian faith tradition,
the Door is open to come and explore what
the Catholic Church teaches and believes.
New group starts September 3, 2019
Contact Deacon Zammuto at
fzammuto@HolyFamilyRockford.org or call
the parish center at 815-398-4280 for more
information.
.

Our Dining Night Out will be on
September 19
at 5:30 PM at the Stone Eagle Tavern
6445 East State Street, Rockford
Serving wood-fired
pizzas, oyster bar, burgers and more.
Call Lorraine
for a reservation, 815-397-2905, or e-mail
lorrew72@aol.com
“Do not withhold good from those to whom it is
due, when it is in your power to do it.” Proverbs
3:27

Our Church is in desperate need of people to serve
as ushers at 4:30 PM Saturday and 12:30 PM
Sunday. We need 3 for each Mass time.
Ushers are asked to serve at one Mass for four
weekends in a row, every other month, to help with
the offering and to seat parishioners.
Thank you for considering giving of yourself in this way.
Please contact OGIE at (815) 978-8796 or by email,
Othello.garganera@gmail.com or John at
jsummers@holyfamilyrockford.org

Adult Confirmation is for adult Roman Catholics (age
18 or older) who have not received the Sacrament of
Confirmation or the Sacrament of the Eucharist (Holy
Communion).
New group starts
September 3, 2019. Please contact
Deacon Zammuto
at fzammuto@holyfamilyrockford.org or call
the parish center at 815-398-4280.
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Welcome to the
2019-2020 School Year!
The new school year has brought many changes. Our
enrollment has increased for the first time in a number of
years, thanks to a record number of preschool students. We
welcomed many new students and families to our Holy
Family community. Last week, we celebrated our first Mass
of the year with Fr. Blood, and we welcomed our new students into their Houses. Thank you to the Holy Family Women’s Guild and our Home & School Association for sponsoring our Back-to-School coffee!
You may have noticed the construction projects going on
this summer. We have a new boiler, new windows, remodeled restrooms, and repairs to our foundation and gym roof.
Thank you to all of our parishioners who contributed to our
Capital Campaign, making these improvements possible!

.

