
 

  

 

Stay Close to Christ 

By Meg Picciolo, Parishioner and Director of Marketing Communications 

Curt Lillie grew up going to Christ Church in 

Whitefish Bay. His mother was Episcopalian 

and the religious person in their family. His 

father had no interest in religion, but went 

to church for his mother. Curt said, “My 

father didn’t even believe Jesus was a 

prophet.” Curt and his wife, Janet, met at 

the University of Wisconsin-Stout. Curt 

graduated with a degree in fine arts, while 

Janet studied home economics, retail 

merchandising, and fashion design. In 1976, 

a year after graduation, they were married 

at Holy Apostles in New Berlin. 

Curt worked for a few small companies 

before his brother-in-law, Bill, developed 

creative electronic designs and 

incorporated a company called Adaptive 

Micro Systems. Curt joined the company as 

the second employee in 1981. Adaptive 

Micro Systems started building electronic 

displays for point of purchase industries, the 

first time electronics were designed into 

POP displays. They met an individual that 

worked for a company called KCS Industries, 

which did all the point of purchase bar 

designs, signage, and POP identification 

products for Coors Brewing. “Coors Brewing 

was our sugar daddy for the first few years 

of the company,” said Curt. As the company 

grew, they brought on more people and 

built new products, eventually getting into 

LED moving message signs. “We built the 

company up to about 170 employees. It was 

a true learning experience. I learned to work 

with others and to relate with people,” said 

Curt. Unfortunately, through some difficult 

changes, the company went into 

foreclosure in 2011. Curt worked for Adaptive 

Micro Systems for 30 years. “We went from 

rags to riches. It was a true American Dream 

story; build a business in your basement and 

watch it grow to $50 million in sales. It was 

very rewarding. God gave us tremendous 

opportunities,” said Curt.  

Curt and Janet came to St. Dominic Catholic 

Parish 33 years ago. However, it was not 

until 2019 that Curt made a conscious  

(Continued on page 2) 
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L to R: Karen Lengell, L.G. Friedrich, Fr. 

Dave Reith and Curt Lillie prior to 

departure for Group Workcamp in 2005. 
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decision to enter into full 

communion with the Catholic 

Church. When asked what the 

impetus was—after 30 years—to 

take this step, Curt said, “Well, it’s 

like when I decided to become a 

part of the Saturday morning men’s 

group around 2013-2014. I probably 

thought about it for 10 years, maybe 

more. I would see it advertised in 

the bulletin and wondered what it 

was all about. The impetus for many 

of these things, decisions that I have 

been making, is my wife’s struggle 

with depression and anxiety. I was 

searching for more support and 

answers.  One day, I just got up and 

went to the men’s group. My 

decision to become formally 

Catholic was the same thing. I had 

been thinking about it for a long 

time and finally just decided. I didn’t 

want to get to the end of my life and 

think, I probably should have done 

that! Honestly, it was more about 

humbling myself before God.” Curt 

loves tradition, and the more he 

learned about the Catholic faith 

through the Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults (RCIA) and how it 

can be traced directly back to Jesus 

Christ—which no other religion can 

do—the  more it felt right.  

“I like learning more about Jesus 

Christ. I am a big believer in Jesus  

Christ, a ‘Jesus Freak,’ and I'm not 

afraid to admit it. God never leaves 

me alone. I don’t know if it is just my 

conscience, or if it is Him talking to 

me, but sometimes I think it's Him. 

However, talking about a personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ is a 

tough one. I don't know how to 

define that, or the thing about 

‘being saved.’ I think it is a lifelong 

process—to be captivated by Christ, 

to stay close to Jesus,” said Curt.  

One of the life changing 

experiences Curt had was going to 

Group Workcamp with our teens in 

Youth Ministry. His wife volunteered 

him to drive a van in 1998 to 

Wheeling, West Virginia. His 

daughter, Lisa, was going. “I can 

definitely say that Jesus personally 

touched me there. I think it was a 

combination of factors. The first 

factor was that I love music. I'm 

from the generation of sex, drugs, 
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Janet & Curt Lillie, John Waymel (Curt’s sponsor), and Fr. Aaron Laskiewicz at the occasion of  

Curt being fully initiated into the Catholic Church. 
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and rock ‘n roll. I loved going to 

music festivals and concerts. I had 

this misconception about Christian 

music, but I was turned on to 

Christian music at Group 

Workcamp. The second factor was 

seeing how advanced all these 

teenagers were in their spirituality, 

and seeing 400 people come 

together to do nothing but help 

others, to really make a difference in 

the resident’s lives. It changed me 

so much that I came back for 10 

years straight. I would still be doing 

it if I were free to take time 

away from home,” said Curt.  

Group Workcamp was also 

impactful for Curt’s kids. 

“Not all the teens were 

Catholic. My daughter was 

so surprised at the kids who 

could talk about their faith 

and pray so easily. It 

challenged you and it was so 

well organized,” said Curt. 

“So many people in life don't 

have a sense of urgency. You 

are given X amount of time 

on this planet, let's be good 

to each other and let's help 

each other as much as we 

can. I admit I fail at that 

every day, but that has to be 

what we strive to do. During 

the week of Workcamp, we 

worked on at least 65-70 houses. I 

hope that it changed those people 

forever. Just like throwing a stone in 

a pond, it creates ripples, and those 

ripples just keep going, they never 

end. That's the beauty of it. I really 

enjoyed it,” said Curt. 

Curt also remembers one kid in his 

group who said, “You know, I just 

hate this, I don't want to be here. I 

just hate my parents.” He was so 

unhappy. He said, “I just can't stand 

this.” However, Curt said, “By the last 

day, he didn't want to leave. It was 

just an amazing transformation, a 

beautiful transformation. It was the 

caterpillar into the butterfly. I was 

humbled to see that happen in a 

period of five days, such a beautiful 

thing.” 

Curt has also just started taking part 

in one of our Missionary Discipleship 

Small Groups. For Curt, there have 

been some challenges. “I told Claire, 

our adult minister, that I was really 

sitting on the fence with this. I 

wanted to go through it because I 

like learning more about our faith 

and getting to know other people in 

the church, but I’m not an evening 

person. For some 30-40 years, I have 

been getting up at 4:30 or 5:30 AM. 

I'll go walk, or go to church, or 

whatever. So by six o'clock at night, 

I'm ready just to have a glass of wine 

and relax. It’s a very inconvenient 

time for me. Therefore, it’s probably 

something I should do. I've found 

that every time I don't want to do 

something, it's the right thing to do. 

It's really weird how that happens,” 

said Curt. 

Looking back, when Curt was in 

college and a self-proclaimed “good 

hippie,” he admits he didn’t go to  

church, but was still attached to his 

faith. In his artwork, he would do 

paintings of the crucifix or the 

empty cross. He remembers a time 

when he was very despondent. 

“Here I am, this utopian hippie, 

having a good time, feasting on my 

emotional self, on my flesh desires 

whenever I wanted, but knowing in 

the back of my mind, this is not 

going to work out. Knowing that it 

wasn’t right. I've done many bad 

things in my life, things I’m 

ashamed of, but you have to 

understand that God 

forgives. God is merciful. 

One day I drove out to the 

middle of nowhere up at 

Stout, in the wilderness so 

to speak, and communed 

with God. I said, ‘God, if you 

ever give me the 

opportunity to be 

successful, I will work my 

ass off and make it happen. 

He gave me the 

opportunity with Adaptive 

Micro Systems. You know, it 

didn't happen for another 

10 years, but I firmly believe 

that's what it was,” said 

Curt. 

Curt said, “When I had kids, 

they were the high point of 

my life. I was going to 

church, being a good example for 

the kids, but I didn’t become a Jesus 

Freak until my experiences at 

Workcamp. This discipleship thing—

how uncomfortable do we want to 

become in spreading the Good 

News? That’s what we're talking 

about—evangelization. It's not 

about me. I don't know how people 

get through life without God. I'm so 

blessed. I’m just so incredibly 

blessed. It just makes me want to 

cry out in joy – trying to stay close to 

Jesus. 

 

Painting by Curt Lillie 
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More than a year into a global pandemic riddled with 

sadness, loneliness, and fatigue from continually 

adapting, it’s refreshing to receive a hearty dose of 

positivity and joy. Enter, Angela and Dan Gundrum. As 

members of St. Dominic Catholic Parish for the past ten 

years who are engaged in parish community activities 

from classroom volunteerism to athletics, and more, 

these two are clear about their source of strength and 

motivation.  

“We both come from very strong, faith-based families,” 

Angela said. “It was engraved in our lives early that 

without faith, we have nothing. 

We’ve had to lean on our faith 

throughout our lives.” 

This husband and wife team is 

in synch, prioritizing faith 

above all else.  

“Knowing that Jesus is with us 

keeps us strong,” Dan said. 

“Especially now … if I didn’t 

have faith in my life, I wouldn’t 

have anything.” 

The couple credits their 

parents for their strong faith 

foundation, through teaching 

and role modeling.  

“Our faith is a gift our parents 

gave to us,” Angela said. 

“Dan’s parents were beautiful 

examples while living, and my 

parents continue to teach us 

about faith in so many ways 

today.” 

With that guidance, once 

Angela and Dan were married 

and prepared to have their 

own children, they began to 

seek out a parish community 

for their family. Once they 

visited St. Dominic Catholic 

Parish, they knew they had 

found something special.   

“We were shopping around 

for churches, to see where we felt most welcome,” 

Angela said. “Every time we went to St. Dominic, we had 

this overwhelming feeling of love and warmth, and that 

is what drew us there and made us become members. 

The community was so warm and loving.” 

Another appealing quality that piqued Angela and Dan’s 

interest was the way the St. Dominic parish community 

embraces children: at Mass, in its school, and through a 

wide variety of activities for families.  

“We especially liked the welcoming approach to 

children,” said Dan. “There are so many opportunities for 

engagement in the parish 

and the school.” 

With so much to offer, it was 

clear that St. Dominic was the 

right fit for the Gundrums. In 

fact, once Angela and Dan 

had their own children, they 

became even more 

impressed with the 

community.  

“Once we had kids,  

St. Dominic just got better 

and better!” Angela said. “Our 

experience has been 

overwhelmingly awesome. 

We love to spread the good 

word about this parish!” 

An important part of the 

family’s involvement in the 

faith community includes the 

school. Angela and Dan’s 

three sons, Joshua (8 years 

old); Jacob (6 years old); and 

Joey (5 years old); all attend 

St. Dominic Catholic School 

which has proved to be 

another positive experience.  

“Everyone is there for the 

same reason,” Dan said. 

“From the teachers to the 

leadership, from the parents 

to the students, it’s a very 

Faith-fueled Optimism 

 By Julia Hansch Schultz, Parishioner and Seek Christ Editor 

Dan and Angela’s sons attend  

St. Dominic Catholic Grade School. Here’s the trio 

at the start of this school year (from left: Joey, in 

K4; Jacob, in first grade; and Joshua, third grade). 

“Once we had kids, St. Dominic just got better 

and better!” Angela said, pictured here with her 

husband Dan and their three sons (from left) 

Jacob, Joshua (top) and Joey (bottom). 
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faith-based, engaged community. When times are 

tough, St. Dominic has your back.” 

And the Gundrums have known tough times. When 

Angela’s mother was diagnosed with breast cancer, and 

when Dan’s mother and father passed away 13 months 

apart from one another after 58 years of marriage, the  

St. Dominic community reached out and embraced the 

family.  

“We felt the overwhelming support,” Angela said. “There 

was that extra connection and positive energy.” 

Dan agrees.  “It felt like, ‘We’re the community of  

St. Dominic and we’ll all walk forward together,’” he said. 

It didn’t take long for Angela and Dan to become active 

within the community. Today, Angela serves as secretary 

for the Home & School Association and co-chair for the  

2022 Gala class parties; volunteers in her sons’ 

classrooms as room parent; and recently co-organized 

the school’s first “Trunk-or-Treat” event, an innovative, 

fun, and socially distant way to celebrate Halloween. 

“It’s great to have one-on-one interaction with school 

leadership and parents,” Angela said. “I love the school 

environment.” 

Dan serves on the St. Dominic Athletic Association Board 

and plays a leadership role with school’s popular 

Knightball basketball program. He also volunteers in his 

sons’ classrooms. 

With the family so involved in the school, Dan and 

Angela are grateful their boys have been learning in-

person this academic year, something for which they 

credit school leadership and God. With a nod to their 

faith, the Gundrums identify another silver lining during 

this challenging time.   

“If the number one goal was to keep the kids in school, 

learning through their faith, God willing, St. Dominic has 

accomplished that,” Dan said.  
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“There are so many opportunities 

for engagement in the parish and 

the school,” said Dan, pictured here 

celebrating his son Jacob’s birthday 

in his classroom. 

Dan (pictured here sorting 

league t-shirts) serves on the  

St. Dominic Athletic Association 

Board and leads the school’s 

popular Knightball basketball 

program.  

Angela (pictured here) was 

instrumental in planning the 

school’s first socially distanced 

“Trunk-or-Treat” event in October 

2020, which allowed students to 

celebrate the holiday in a safe, 

innovative way. 

Now Enrolling 

St. Dominic Catholic School is now enrolling future 

Knights in grades K3—grade 8 for the 2021-2022 school 

year, where we continue to provide in-person 

instruction in a tradition of humble excellence. We work 

with parents to place an armor of God upon the 

children—an armor of goodness, righteousness, and 

virtue. Please contact our principal, Mrs. Jill Fischer, to 

arrange a conversation and tour. (Select openings  are 

available in K3 and K4) 
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ONE 

The Angels and the Saints went the 

distance during their “Olympic 

Games” during the annual Knights 

Move Fundraiser. 

TWO 

Soles Walk participants walked to 

support Catholic education right 

here at St. Dominic. Way to go 

Knights! 

THREE & FIVE 

As part of our Lenten Outreach 

efforts, teams of volunteers 

completed projects to prepare the 

Schoenstatt Retreat Center for 

reopening.    

FOUR 

Fr. Aaron blessed blankets made by 

our school students before they 

were donated to the Women’s 

Support Center.  

SIX  & NINE 

...and the walls came tumbling 

down!  The bride’s room walls were 

removed to provide for an 

expanded narthex.  

2 

1 

5 

4 
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SEVEN 

Food boxes (204) and additional food 

items (652) await transport and 

distribution through the Capuchin 

Community Services Holiday Food 

Boxes. Due to COVID, the food drive 

was a drive-up and drop-off event. 

EIGHT 

Confirmation candidates offered 

their time to serve at the Riverwest 

Food Pantry.  

TEN & ELEVEN 

The St. Dominic Columbarium at the 

Prayer Gardens of St. Dominic was 

blessed and dedicated on November 

22, 2020.  

TWELVE 

Confirmation candidates attended a 

weekend retreat at St. Dominic as 

part of their preparation. 

10 

12 

7 

11 

8 

9 

6 
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God’s Call 

By Scott Zarling, Parishioner, 

My name is Scott Zarling, and I have been a part of this 

St. Dominic Parish Community for about 10 years. I have 

come to know most of you, and I can say without a 

doubt, all of you are family to me. With that in mind, as a 

family member makes a major decision 

in his life, he tells his family about it. I 

am happy to announce that I have been 

accepted into the St. Francis de Sales 

Seminary and will begin my studies 

there this coming Fall.  

I grew up in Slinger, Wisconsin with my 

Mom (Rita), Dad (Dale), and my older 

brother (David). I was a member of  

St. Peter’s Catholic Church and 

attended their elementary school. 

During my years here I became more 

involved in the church. I volunteered as a 

lector, sang in the youth and adult choirs, became a 

member of the Knights of Columbus, was a member of 

the Prayer and Worship Committee, and taught 

Formation for one of the 8th grade classes. I thoroughly 

enjoyed being a part of all these 

various activities, and they all 

showed me different aspects of the 

Catholic Faith. The first seeds of 

God’s Call came in my late teens 

when a few people commented to 

me that I had the qualities of a priest.  

I was humbled by these comments, 

but I felt I was not holy enough to 

pursue such a calling. However, the 

thought and feeling of pursuing the 

priesthood never left my mind. 

Those thoughts of the priesthood 

came back to me during this past 

year, when churches were locked 

down and we were not allowed to 

attend Mass in person. Not being 

able to partake in the Eucharist hurt 

me spiritually. I then understood the 

phrase: “One does not appreciate 

something until they have lost it.” I 

made a commitment to God to 

never again take these things for 

granted. At that point, I felt that calling by God to pursue 

the priesthood. This time, I did not dismiss it, but let it 

consume me; my discernment to the priesthood had 

begun. 

I was able to discuss this first with  

Fr. Dennis Saran, who encouraged me to 

make prayer a central part of this 

journey. I started to recite morning, 

evening, and night prayers and attend 

Eucharistic Adoration and daily Mass 

weekly. Adding these prayer 

opportunities opened my heart up to 

God’s Call and I felt much closer to God 

then I have ever been before. 

Additionally, I started to read more 

books on discernment and the 

priesthood in general. The book entitled 

“To Save a Thousand Souls,” has been an excellent guide 

for me in stepping through the process of discernment. 

Another book called “The Priest Is Not His Own,” by 

Archbishop Fulton Sheen, opened my mind up to what it 

Scott Zarling is a member of the Knight of Columbus and is seen here at a 

Pancake Breakfast event at St. Dominic prior to the pandemic.  

I ask for  

your prayers; for   

me, and others 

called by God to the 

Religious life. 

~Scott Zarling 
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Is Jesus calling you to be a Catholic priest? 

“Jesus Christ is calling men to lay down their lives in service to His Church as priests in the Archdiocese of 

Milwaukee. The priesthood is less about what a priest does – it is about who he is. The priest is an alter Christus– 

another Christ.  Through the Sacrament of Holy Orders, he is intimately configured to Jesus Christ. The priest gives 

everything he would normally call his own – his hands, his mind, his voice, his talents, even the very breath of life to 

Christ and to His Church.” thinkpriest.org.  

Learn more the signs of a vocation, discerning the call, and life as a seminarian at Thinkpriest.org, or reach out to Fr. 

Dennis or Fr. Aaron, or another priest you may know to begin a conversation. 

really means to be a priest and the complete 

sacrifices he makes for his people. 

Interacting with other young men that are on this 

same journey has also deepened my 

understanding of what it means to be called by 

God. I attended a Come and See event at the 

Seminary to get a basic understanding of what 

Seminary life is like and to also have discussions 

with other men pursuing this calling. The decisive 

event was a silent retreat held at Camp Vista in 

Campbellsport. During this weekend I was able to 

open my mind, heart, soul and entire being to God. 

Words really cannot express how silence can affect 

our time with God. Sometimes we just have to be 

quiet and let God in and shape us.  

In one of his talks on discernment, Fr. John Burns, 

Vocation Promoter for the Archdiocese of 

Milwaukee, has said God has Spiritually “Marked” a 

few of His people for the Religious Life. This “Mark” 

has been branded on that person’s heart when God 

created them. Am I marked? I believe I am, and am 

willing to walk on this path toward the priesthood 

with God at my side guiding me all the way.  

I would like to thank Fr. Dennis Saran, who has 

been a personal inspiration for me and for his 

guidance in my spiritual growth on this journey. I 

also thank you, my St. Dominic Parish family, and 

ask that you pray for me and others called by God 

to the Religious life.   

May God bless you.   

Parishioner, Scott Zarling 
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March 15, 2020—just  another Sunday 

in Lent. I was scheduled to Cantor 

and then would likely do the weekly 

grocery shopping, maybe if I was 

lucky, see the grandkids and then get 

ready for the work week. It was 

unimaginable at the time to think—

that Sunday would be the last Mass 

where I would have the opportunity 

to cantor to a full church, to hear 

voices lifting song to God, and to see 

faces praising God in prayer. 

Everything changed that coming 

week: NCAA tournament cancelled, 

St Patrick’s Day celebrations 

cancelled, and then Mass cancelled. 

As one who has found peace in 

participating in daily Mass, losing the 

ability to receive Eucharist was the 

most devastating to me.  

Shock, fear, anger, worry, sadness—

that is what permeated through my 

being. As a Nurse Practitioner, 

working with the elderly in Assisted 

Living and Memory Care facilities, my 

concern for my patients wore heavy 

on my heart—and no Eucharist or 

daily Mass to help.  

Later that week Paul contacted me, 

asking if I would be able to cantor the 

Sunday Mass that would be recorded 

and live streamed. I was humbled, 

honored, and blessed to receive the 

message, and to have the ability to 

participate in Holy Mass when the 

majority of the world could not even 

enter a church. Why me? And yes, of 

course. That taping was surreal—

watching Fr Dennis and Fr Aaron say 

Mass to an empty church, looking out 

at empty pews, hearing no response 

to prayers or songs, missing fussing 

and crying children. Everything 

changed.  

To my amazement, I was asked again 

to Cantor the following weekend. 

“Coincidentally” the Mass intention 

that day, March 29, 2020 ,was for my 

mom on the one year anniversary of 

her death. I had requested the Mass 

intention months before. With each 

passing week, I was blessed to help 

with the recordings. Each was filled 

with a plethora of emotions too 

difficult to describe: gratitude, 

sadness, guilt, fear. Many tears were 

shed during each Mass. 

I was not sure what to do with this 

gift I was given. Why was I chosen? 

What was God calling me to do, 

asking me to do? How could I share 

with others? I prayed and prayed and 

prayed for answers, for others, in 

thanksgiving for the amazing work of 

the St Dominic staff, in gratitude of 

the Mass and Sacraments. I thought 

of all those in the world who on a 

regular basis do not have the 

opportunity to receive the 

Sacraments. Gratitude—everything 

changed. 

After being off of social media for a 

number of years I went back on and 

each week invited all my “friends” to 

join in the Mass. I sent group emails 

and group texts asking people to join 

in the Mass. To my amazement, I had 

many responses: thanking me for the 

information, friends and family 

sending messages that they had not 

participated in Mass in years and now 

were, virtually, and how it made a 

difference in their lives. At a time of 

such despair and uncertainty, we all 

needed more God, more hope, more 

joy. The Mass and Eucharist, even 

spiritual Eucharist, offers this. God 

works in amazing ways and brings 

good out of everything.  

I was looking for miracles, for 

answers, for hope. Over time, I saw 

this with a few close family members 

who had been away from the church 

for some time. They returned to the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation, to 

Adoration, to the Mass. Miracles…. 

Everything has changed and yet is 

the same. People are in the pews, but 

church is not full. Prayers are being 

said, songs are being sung (though it 

is at a low volume and sometimes so 

difficult to hear). People return to the 

faith and then again wander from it.  

But God is always calling us: softly, 

loudly, in times of despair, and in 

times of hope and joy. 

God does not change. His love is 

constant, true, and everlasting. He 

wants only for us to know this, and if 

we respond we will be changed. 

In gratitude for the St Dominic staff:  

Fr Dennis, Fr Aaron, Michael Ricci, 

Mary Lestina, Andrew Schueller, Molly 

Schmidt, Deacon Kurt, Deacon Greg, 

Jeff Kucharski and Paul Burzynski,  

for their dedication and hard work 

during this time. For filling us with 

hope and giving us opportunity to 

grow in our love for Jesus. 
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Looking for Miracles 

By Elly Bruders, Parishioner 

Elly Bruders 
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Role Models 

By Karin (Malson) Peterson, Parishioner and Alumni    

My name is Karin Peterson. My 

husband, Chris, and our two boys, 

Noah and Walter, and I belong to  

St. Dominic Catholic Parish. I 

graduated from St. Dominic Catholic 

School in 1998. I knew by the time I 

graduated St. Dominic, that I wanted 

to pursue a career in education. I was 

very inspired by a couple of the 

teachers I had during my time at St. 

Dominic, who wanted to help kids 

learn. Some of them include Ms. 

LaFlamme, Mrs. Toth, and Mrs. 

Stevenson. Looking back, I learned 

that they were showing me ways to 

be a role model to others, both in and 

out of the classroom. They taught 

me, as well as my parents, life-long 

skills, such as perseverance, 

dedication, and determination. These 

are some of the skills I teach my 

students each and every day.  

After I left St. Dominic, I started to 

think about college. After graduating 

from Brookfield East High School, I 

went to Mount Mary University to 

pursue a degree in Elementary 

Education with a minor in 

Social Studies (thank you Mrs. 

Stevenson for sharing your love of 

history with me). I went on to 

become a teacher. It was at St. 

Joseph School in Big Bend, that my 

teaching career really changed for 

me.  

I was nominated as an 

Outstanding Teacher for a contest by 

Catholic Financial Life. This was a 

contest that took place nationwide. 

One of my current students (I teach 

fourth grade) nominated me for the 

honor. They saw me as the same type 

of role model that I saw in my 

teachers at St. Dominic. As a part of 

the contest, Catholic Financial Life 

held a week-long voting portion, 

where you could vote for your favorite  

teacher. After this process, there was 

a committee who looked over the 

votes and the comments made by 

others on behalf of the teacher. I 

found out at the beginning of 

Catholic Schools Week  that I was in 

the top three. Catholic Financial Life 

awards the top three participants 

$4,000 for their school. This was a 

huge honor!  

After I heard the news, I began 

thinking about my career so far. I 

have been teaching for 15 years. I 

have been trying to model myself 

after the teachers I had as a kid. It is 

my responsibility to create a safe, 

welcoming environment in which 

students can learn and grow in their 

education. Every child has the 

potential to succeed by using their 

unique skills and learning styles. I 

strive to design lesson plans that will 

meet the needs of all learners. In my 

classroom, learning can be fun and 

creative, allowing all students to 

express themselves and showcase 

their talents. I strive to educate the 

whole child, by incorporating hands-

on lessons that include a variety of 

projects and individual work that 

engage the student and activate 

learning through multiple group 

settings. In another words, I try to 

make learning fun!  

I am truly blessed not only to be able 

to share my faith with my students 

everyday, but to show my own 

children the importance of our faith 

at 7:30 AM Mass every Sunday. I am 

forever grateful for everything  

St. Dominic has shared with me. 

You can also read an article  

published in the February 11 edition of 

the Catholic Herald at https://

catholicherald.org/catholic-herald/

general/catholic-financial-life-honors-

milwaukee-area-teachers/ 

The Peterson Family, L-R: Chris, Noah, Walter and Karin. 
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St. Dominic Catholic Parish Gala 

Date: February 19, 2022 

Location: Brookfield Conference Center 

Planning is underway for the 2022 St. Dominic Gala, ROARING IN THE TWENTIES! We are thrilled to be bringing the 

event closer to home at the brand new Brookfield Conference Center!  

Please prayerfully consider how you can say yes as we plan for Gala 2022 throughout this next year. Can you 

volunteer on the night of the event? Do you want to attend the gala and invite friends to join you? Are you in a 

position to donate an auction item? Can you pray for us? How can you say yes?  Each yes, big or small, contributes to 

the success of the gala and offers you the opportunity to be a part of something great. Proceeds from this gala will 

continue to support our mission, “to seek Christ, know Christ, and become Christ, each one for the sake of all.”  

We are looking forward to sharing in this fun experience with you!  

Jim & Mary Jo Maslowski and Tina & Tim Jessick, Gala 2022 Chairs 

gala@stdominic.net 

                                                     Sponsorships 

Previous galas have been a tremendous success, thanks to the many individuals, families, 

groups, and companies that supported the event through sponsorships. We invite you to 

invest in our community through the Gala! There are various levels of sponsorships from which 

to choose. Learn more and download our sponsorship form or fill out our online form at  

stdominic.net./gala. You can also scan the QR code here to go directly to our online form. 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Dominic Catholic Parish believes 

we have been called to spread the 

“Good News” of Jesus Christ. As part 

of this mission, we publish a variety 

of communications which highlight 

the people, ministries, programs, 

and events of our parish.  

Please notify us with any change of 

address. 

Seek Christ is published by 

St. Dominic Catholic Parish 

18255 W. Capitol Drive 

Brookfield WI 53045 

Share your faith story in our next 

issue! Contact Meg Picciolo at 

262.781.3480 or info@stdominic.net. 

 

 

 

Parish Connections 

262.781.3480 

stdominic.net 

parish@stdominic.net 

/saintdominic.wi 

@stdominicparish 

@stdominicparish 

 

School Connections 

262.783.7565 

school@stdominic.net 

Online 

Sponsorship Form 

“...do everything for the greater glory of God.” 1 Corinthians 10:31� 


