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Prayer Lines 
St. Susanna has two prayer lines.  
For prayer requests call one of the  
following: 
Nita Aldridge      317-839-5256 
Clara Batchelor   317-918-6326 
OR E-mail: prayerline@saintsusanna.com 
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Pastor:  Rev. Robert T. Hausladen 
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Hurting from Abortion?  
 Call  ................................. 317-452-0054  
Pregnant? Need Help?  
 Call  ..... 833-937-4968 or 833-WER-4YOU  

Bulletin Announcement 
Deadline  

For publication in next week-
end’s bulletin submit items 
by Monday at 9:00 A.M. to 
 jarnett@saintsusanna.com 
 
We are still required to pub-
lish a weekly bulletin during 
this time but it will only be 
available on St. Susanna’s 
website. 
 

I will try to do better bulletins in the future but I have a broken arm so 
it’s a little more difficult to do than I thought.  If you have something for 
the bulletin please send to me by next Monday.  Thank you.  Jackie 
Arnett  jarnett@saintsusanna.com  



 
St. Susanna Bulletin Input by Neil May, ArchIndy Permanent Deaconate Program 
 
In 2002, a young author by the name of Matthew Kelly emerged on the stage, as a leading Catholic lay apologist, with his new book, Redis-
covering Catholicism:  Journey Toward Our Spiritual North Star.  His first edition published in 2002, he included a profound fictional short 
story to emphasize the immense great love God has for us.  The parallels to today’s pandemic crisis are uncanny and so the story generates 
an even more powerful reflection on Christ’s Passion and the Holy Family of Mary and Joseph.  Readapting this story is by no means an 
attempt to imply a ‘prophetic’ parallel and is meant to give the reader an opportunity to reflect on the sacrifice Christ made and our response 
to his sacrifice.  Text in [brackets] are my adaptations to Matthew Kelly’s original text.   
 “Imagine this… 
 You [were] driving home from work [last month] after a long day.  You tune in your radio.  You hear a blurb about a little village 
in [China] where some villagers have died suddenly, strangely, of a flu that has never been seen before, [a nouveau coronavirus.]  It’s not 
influenzas, but three or four people are dead, and it’s kind of interesting, and they are sending some doctors over there to investigate it.  You 
don’t think much about it, but coming home from church on Sunday you hear another radio spot.  Only they say it’s not three villagers, it’s 
30,000 villagers in the back hills this particular area of [China], and it’s on TV that night.  CNN runs a little blurb:  people are heading there 
from the disease center in Atlanta because this disease strain has never been seen before.   
 By Monday morning when you get up, it’s a lead story.  It’s not just [China]; it’s [Italy, Iran, Germany], and before you know it, 
you haring this story everywhere, and they have now coined it as ‘[Covin-19, a term given to this new coronavirus].’  The President has 
made some comment that he and his family are praying and hoping that all will go well over there.  But everyone is wondering, ‘How are we 
going to contain it?’ 
 That’s when the President of France makes an announcement that shocks Europe.  He is closing their borders.  No flights from 
[China, Iran, Italy, or Germany], or any of the countries where this thing has been seen.  And that’s why that night you are watching a little 
bit of CNN before going to bed.  Your jaw hits your chest when a weeping woman is translated into English from a French news program.  
There’s a man lying in a hospital in Paris, dying of the [Covin-19].  It [has spread across] Europe.   
 Panic strikes.  As best they can tell, after contracting the disease, you have it for week before you even know it.  They you have 
four days of unbelievable symptoms.  And then you die.  Britain closes its borders, but it’s too late.  South Hampton, Liverpool, North 
Hampton, and it’s Tuesday morning when the President of the United States makes the following announcement: “Due to the national-
security risk, all flights to and from Europe and Asia have been canceled.  If your loved ones are overseas, I’m sorry.  They cannot come 
back until we find a cure for this thing. 
 Within four days, our nation has been plunged into an unbelievable fear.  People are wondering, “What if it comes to this country?”  
And [some] preachers on Tuesday are saying it’s the scourge of God.  It’s Wednesday night, and you are at church prayer meeting when 
somebody runs in from the parking lot and yells, “Turn on a radio, turn on a radio!”  And while everyone in church listens to a little 
[smartphone] with a microphone stuck up to it, the announcement is made.  Two women are lying in a Long Island hospital, dying from 
[Covin-19].  Within hours it seems, the disease envelopes the country. 
 People are working around the clock, trying to find an antidote.  Nothing is working.  California, Oregon, Arizona, Florida, Massa-
chusetts.  It’s as though it’s just sweeping in from the borders.  [It is being termed as a world-wide pandemic.] 
 And then all of a sudden the news comes out.  The [genetic] code has been broken.  A cure can be found.  A vaccine can be made. 
It’s going to take the blood of somebody who hasn’t been infected, and so, sure enough, all through the Midwest, through all those channels 
of emergency broadcasting, everyone is asked to do a simple thing:  Go to your downtown hospital and have your blood analyzed.  That’s all 
we ask of you; [drive-through systems are being setup nation-wide.]  When you hear the sirens go off in your neighborhood, please make 
your way quickly, quietly, and safely to the hospitals.  [Otherwise, stay at home to slow the spread of the virus.] 
 Sure enough, when you and your family get down there late on that Friday night, there is a long line, and they’ve got nurses and 
doctors coming out and pricking fingers and taking blood and putting labels on it.  Your spouse and your kids are out there, and they take 
your blood and say, “Wait here in the parking lot, and if we call your name, you can be dismissed and go home.”  You stand around, scared, 
with your neighbors, wondering what on earth is going on, and if this is the end of the world. 
 Suddenly, a young man comes running out of the hospital screaming.  He’s yelling a name and waving a clipboard.  What?  He 
yells it again!  And your son tugs on your jacket and says, “Daddy, that’s me.”  Before you know it, they have grabbed your boy.  “Wait a 
minute.  Hold on!”  And they say, “It’s okay, his blood is clean.  His blood is pure.  We want to make sure he doesn’t have the disease.  We 
think he has the right blood type.” 
 Five tense minutes later, out come the doctors and nurses crying and hugging one another—some are even laughing.  It’s the first 
time you have seen anybody laugh in a week, and an old doctor walks up to you and says, “Thank you, sir.  Your son’s blood is perfect.  It’s 
clean, it is pure, and we can make the vaccine.” 
 As the word begins to spread all across that parking lot full of folks, people are screaming and praying and laughing and crying.  
But then the gray-haired doctor pulls you and your wife aside and says, “May we see you for a moment?  We didn’t realize that the donor 
would be a minor and we…we need you to sign a consent form.” 
 You begin to sign, and then you see that the box for the number of pints of blood to be taken is empty.  “H-h-h-how many pints?”  
And that is when the old doctor’s smile fades, and he says, “We had no idea it would be a little child.  We weren’t prepared.  We need it all!”  
“But…but…I don’t understand. He’s my only son!”  “We are talking about the whole world here.  Please sign.  We…we…need to hurry!” 
 In numb silence you do.  Then they say, “Would you like to take a moment with him before we begin?”  Could you walk back?  
Could you walk back to that room where he sits on a table saying, “Daddy?  Mommy? What’s going on?”  Could you take his hand and say, 
“Son, your mommy and I love you, and we would never, ever let anything happen to your that didn’t just have to be!  Do you understand 
that?”  And when that old doctor comes back in and says, “I’m sorry, we’ve got to get started.  People all over the world are dying,” could 
you leave?  Could you walk out while he is saying, “Dad? Mom? Dad?  Why…why have you abandoned me?” 
 And then next week, when they have the ceremony to honor your son, and some folks sleep through it, and some folks don’t even 
bother to come because they have better things to do, and some folks come with a pretentious smile and just pretend to care would you want 
to jump up and say, “EXCUSE ME!  MY SON DIED FOR YOU!  DON’T YOU EVEN CARE?  DOES IT MEAN NOTHING TO YOU? 
 I wonder, is that what God wants to say?  “MY SON DIED FOR YOU!  DOES IT MEAN NOTHING?  DON’T YOU KNOW 
HOW MUCH I CARE? 
--Father, seeing it from your eyes should break our hearts.  Maybe now we can begin to comprehend the great love you have for us.” 



Treasure  
 

Time & Talent 

         

 License # 02622 

50/50 Drawing:  
 

March 15th:  50/50 number 1065 drawn 
             #1065 played—Stader 
             Jackpot won: $500 
 
March 22nd:  50/50 number 1860 drawn    
         #1860   did not play 
  jackpot is 54 

 

ST. SUSANNA PARISH PICNIC 
Save the Date:  

Saturday,  
August 15, 2020 

 
If you are interested in volunteering to help 

plan this event, please contact  
Megan Schaffner or Allison Stone 
at stewardship@saintsusanna.com. 

22-Mar-20   

 Sunday Offering  
     Envelopes & Loose  $      4,959.50  
     Electronic Giving  $      7,821.02  
      Holy Day  $                  - 

   Weekly Total  $    12,780.52  

   Weekly Budget   $    20,800.00  
 Difference  $    (8,019.48) 
   

 Year to Date  Actual  $  929,528.01  
 Year to Date Budget  $  979,710.00  

 
Year to Date Differ-
ence  $  (50,181.99) 



   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Gabriel Project News 
 

Do you or anyone else you may know 
need help with a pregnancy? Please con-
tact Michelle Sprinkle, St. Susanna 
Gabriel Project Coordinator, at 317-
437-9991, if help is needed or if you are 

interested in joining the team. Also, confidential free ser-
vices are available by calling 833-937-4968.  
 

 
Thank you so much for your caring and generosity, and 
blessing the Gabriel Project with their needs!  :) 

If you would like to become a registered parishioner of 
St. Susanna Church, please fill out our registration 
form and return it to the church office.  
 

Parish Registration Forms are available on our website.   

In addition to our Prayer phone lines,  
St. Susanna’s has a new e-mail address for prayer 
requests if you prefer to send an  
e-mail instead:  prayerline@saintsusanna.com 

 

K of C 2020 College Scholarship 
The Knights of Columbus Council #11896 will be awarding 
a Scholarship to a St. Susanna senior to help pay for  
college.  Applications are available from the parish office or 
in the vestibule of church.  For more informa"on contact 
Nick Schmu#e 317-745-4076 or 317-850-9831. 

St Susanna Conference of St Vincent dePaul 
 

 

0n hold until further notice. 





“Ways to Bring People to Liturgy” by Deacon Charlie Giesting 

Good morning St. Susanna faithful! 

What a great day to learn a little more about our faith and why ‘we do what we do’ to work our way towards our eternal salvation! It seems like every day now, my 
wife at some point of the day, says something like ‘I’ve never seen anything like this!’, referring to the times as they are, given the threats of the corona virus. And I 
say something like, ‘I haven’t either!’ --I’m certain throughout history, millions of people have used this or similar language when seeing or experiencing something 
for the first time. 

Since we are now in a time of many ‘firsts’ occurring which focus around our Catholic liturgy, i.e. not be able to attend mass, or attend the stations of the cross devo-
tion, funeral and wedding attendance is limited to 50 people, etc..…I would like to share a research paper I wrote a few years ago while in my deacon formation on 
the topic of Liturgy. One special point to be noted is the importance of ‘participation’ from our parishioners during our liturgies. 

I’ve always like participating in liturgies with other faithful Catholics, even as a child, so to see our churches empty now, it tears at my heart. The consoling part is 
that I know ‘our spirits’ are willing and wanting to participate, we just can’t right now from a practical point of view. Take a peek at my report and feel free to send a 
comment back if you have found this helpful to you in some way. Thanks and I’ll look forward to celebrating liturgy with you again! Hopefully, this will be sooner 
rather than later, but only when Archbishop Thompson gives us the okay. 

******************************* 

The purpose of my paper is to address the question: 

“In your estimation, what are some ways that the Church and its ministers can help bring people to a greater understanding and appreciation of the liturgy as a way of 
life?” 

In addressing this question the following areas are explored: 

¨ What is liturgy so we will recognize it when we see it or experience it? 

¨ Why is liturgy so important to the Church and where does liturgy fit in the formula for the salvation of mankind? 

¨ Using the Church’s understanding of the vital, critical role of liturgy, develop a list of ways that can be used to help people gain greater understanding and apprecia-
tion of liturgy as a way of life. 

What is liturgy so we will recognize it when we see it or experience it? 

Given the Church’s reverence of the Sacred Scriptures and of other historical church artifacts, it is interesting that the term ‘liturgy’ is a relatively new term as used 
in the Christian Western world, only gaining prominent use in and after the early 1900s. According to the text, The Church at Prayer, early uses of the Latin and 
Greek terms for ‘liturgy’ were somewhat varied and did not seem to have one singular meaning. Some of these meanings included, (only) the Eucharistic celebration, 
spiritual sacrifices, charitable works, activities of Levite priests and religious public service functions.1 

From the early 1900s until the time of Vatican Council II, there was a great deal of discussion about trying to arrive at a clear definition of exactly what was liturgy. 
These discussions culminated at Vatican II with the publishing of one of the Council’s formal constitutions entitled, 

Sacrosanctum Concilium that was promulgated on December 4th, 1963. In its paragraph 7, the following definition of liturgy was given. 

Rightly, then, the liturgy is considered as an exercise of the priestly office of Jesus Christ. In the liturgy, by means of signs perceptible to the senses, human sanctifi-
cation is signified and brought about in ways proper to each of these signs; in the liturgy the whole public worship is performed by the mystical Body of Jesus Christ, 
that is, by the Head and his members.2 

It is in this light that we begin to see that our Catholic Catechism connects liturgy directly to Jesus Christ and that it involves ‘signs’ or activities that can be dis-
cerned by the human senses. It is also a ‘public’ worship where participation or ‘performance’ by members of the Church is a key attribute for liturgy to occur. (See 
Appendix A. from Mr. Matthew Miller’s deacon class.) 

In Sacrosanctum Concilium, the word participation appears 16 times! In considering ways in which the Church can bring people to appreciate and be involved in its 
liturgy, this says participation is absolutely imperative. According to paragraph 14, participation of God’s people in the liturgy itself is primary and is to be the aim 
of liturgy considered before all else! 

Mother Church earnestly desires that all the faithful should be led to that fully conscious, and active participation in liturgical celebrations which is demanded by the 
very nature of the liturgy. Such participation by the Christian people as "a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a redeemed people (1 Pet. 2:9; cf. 2:4-5), is 
their right and duty by reason of their baptism. 

 



In the restoration and promotion of the sacred liturgy, this full and active participation by all the people is the aim to be considered before all else; for it is the primary 
and indispensable source from which the faithful are to derive the true Christian spirit; and therefore pastors of souls must zealously strive to achieve it, by means of 
the necessary instruction, in all their pastoral work. 

So, then it’s not all about the priest’s outward prayers or performance of the sacrificial offering at the liturgy, it’s about creating and getting God’s people to accept the 
invitation to actively participate in whatever liturgical service is being rendered! This is no light responsibility since in many churches for those present, attendance is 
merely an obligation and active participation is minimal at best. However, what an opportunity we, as ministers of the faith, have to create and implement ways to 
increase participation at all the different types of liturgies!  Why is liturgy so important to the Church and where does liturgy fit in the formula for the salvation of 
mankind?  Performing liturgy within the Church is not an option to be considered but is part of the vital lifeblood of its very existence. We know this through the 
Sacred Scriptures. Christ told us this through his words and taught us how to begin. One example of this is in St. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians when he said:  
For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke 
it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way also the chalice, after supper, saying, “This chalice is the new cove-
nant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the chalice, you proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. (1 Cor 11:23-26 RSV, 2nd Catholic Ed.) 

St. Paul’s epistle also tells us, “Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.” (1 Cor 12:27 RSV, 2nd Catholic Ed.) Again, the Scriptures support 
the Church’s value of liturgy as something of the most importance and that involves all of its members.  In John’s Gospel, when Jesus, before his death on a cross, 
tells the apostles that he will come again and take them to himself to a place he will prepare for them. Jesus says to them, “And you know the way where I am going. 
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going; how can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and truth, and the life; no one comes 
to the Father, but by me. (Jn 14:4-6 RSV, 2nd Catholic Ed.) From this passage, it is clear that Jesus is saying to his disciples that they are to follow his teachings and 
examples he has shown them during the three or so years that they were together during Christ’s public ministry. Examples of Christ’s early institutions of Sacraments 
and thus, of liturgy, would include:  v Christ’s baptism in the Jordan,  v Christ’s Passover supper as the institution of the Eucharist, and  v Christ’s healing of many ill 
and demon-possessed people. 

It is clear in recalling each of these examples that faith in Jesus Christ, the Father and the Holy Spirit is critical if one is to achieve salvation and life eternal with our 
Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. Each of these examples has a very clear Church liturgy that has been defined around it and that is celebrated with the participation of the 
Church’s members with the goal of helping all achieve their own personal salvation through Christ Jesus.  In our Deacon Training class, our instructor, Mr. Matthew 
Miller, asked that each of the candidates take a few minutes to write their definition of what liturgy was to them in their own words. The following was my definition 
which I believe compares as a very ‘rough’ approximation to, although not nearly as exhaustive, to the definition derived from the Council’s work at Vatican II. It also 
relates to the liturgies instituted by Christ as they are all ‘celebrations’ of life through God the Father and his son Jesus.  “Liturgy is a celebration of our faith and a set 
of prayers to our God that focuses on our salvation history through Jesus Christ. These liturgies memorialize our formal Sacraments such as Baptism, Eucharist and 
Holy Orders and also prayers prayed together like the Divine Office that call on God to help his people while thanking him for all he has done.”  Using the Church’s 
understanding of the vital, critical role of liturgy, develop a list of ways that can be used to help people gain greater understanding and appreciation of liturgy as a way 
of life.  There is a tremendous number of ways available to help the Church’s members understand and appreciate its liturgy. However, one thing is for sure about 
taking advantage of what can be made available to improve liturgy. That one thing is that ministers and members of the Church need to keep an ‘open mind’ about 
what is possible. Next in priority to this item is that those working to improve liturgy remain steadfast in their determination and labors to prepare, practice and exe-
cute new and re-invented ideas to improve liturgy.   

In coming up with a list of potential ways to improve liturgy, I will categorize each way as either ‘Direct’ (D) and ‘Indirect’ (I). Direct (D) ways are activities that can 
be done that deal directly with a certain liturgical type of service such as decorating the altar before mass or rehearsing baptismal promises before the actual event. 
Indirect (I) ways include providing for activities that strengthen our knowledge of our faith, or in some way sanctify and prepare us to experience through our human 
senses our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Performing bible study would be an example of an indirect way because it would aid in the understanding of, and the appre-
ciation of formal liturgies. After categorizing, I will give a few brief thoughts I have about each way or method to improve a liturgy. 

Welcoming committee – (D) How many times has anyone visited a Catholic church to attend a mass, baptism or other sacramental event and not felt welcomed but 
rather felt like an intruder? Too many times! Thus every parish should develop and execute a general guideline on how they will welcome new ‘and old’ comers to the 
church.  Bible study groups – (I) Individual and group bible studies help to strengthen our knowledge and senses around the person of Jesus Christ and thus help us 
appreciate our more public liturgy services.  All outreach groups – (I) Our St. Vincent de Paul council seeks the face of Christ while meeting with the poor and disad-
vantaged outside of a liturgy service. I believe it is easier to relate and participate with Christ in the liturgy when we experience Christ outside the liturgy.  Sacred 
dress, art and furnishings (D) including “various forms of religious syncretism that are reflected in the selected cultural narratives of the Catholic community” i.e. 
Imagery, iconic and otherwise, used for the dress of the Virgin Mary, detailed choreography for processions such as Corpus Christi, the art of Stations of the Cross, 
etc..that relate to the national backgrounds of the members.3  Songs – (D) should complement the Sacred Scripture readings along with liturgical feast days and the 
culture of the parish members.  Publicizing Pamphlets/booklets – (D & I) Depending on the purpose and use of these, they can either directly or indirectly support a 
liturgy, i.e. missalettes (D), holy cards (I).  Websites, Posts, Blogs, Newspapers (Indianapolis Criterion), etc ..(I) spreading and publicizing these items that proclaim 
the truth about the Catholic Church and its teachings about Jesus Christ.  Litanies done as a group (I) that build strength in faith while paying homage to saints and 
asking prayerful requests.  Studying martyrs and other saints – (I) who are venerated through memorials to them so we may use them as models for our own lives.  
There are numerous other ways available to explore to help others understand and appreciate liturgy more, and no list made should be thought of exhaustive as new 
ideas are created just as traditions and customs of the Church also change! 

******************************************** 

In closing, did you know we have a Liturgy Committee at St. Susanna’s? This is one of the committees which Fr. Glenn started shortly after he came to our parish. 
This committee meets regularly and supports ‘getting the church ready’ for liturgies which include the major portions of the churches’ liturgical calendar around 
Christmas and Easter, but also other special feasts and devotions such as: All Saints Day, All Souls Day, Veterans Day, Ash Wednesday, Stations of the Cross, Divine 
Mercy Sunday, and others. They work with our men’s group on decorating the church and with our music ministers to help coordinate music as needed. 

Sources: Dalmais, Irenee Heri, Gy, Pierre Marie, Jounel, Pierre and Martimort, Aime Geroges, The Church at Prayer, Volume 1 Principles of Liturgy. Collegeville, 
Minnesota: The Order of St. Benedict, Inc., 1987 

Second Vatican Council. Constitution on the Sacred Litrugy Sacrosanctum concilium (4 December 1963). http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/
ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19631204_sacrosanctum-concilium_en.html. 

Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: New Testament: Second Catholic Edition RSV. (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2010). 

Shanthini, Pillai, “The Intertwining Vines of Liturgy, Ethnicity, and Nationhood - The Nativized Imaginary of the Malaysian Catholic Community,” Logos: A Journal 
of Catholic Thought & Culture, January 1, 2015, p1-5. 
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tom@tst-construction.com 

tst-construction.com 

TsT Construction 
Helping people one job at a time...

www.plainfieldfamilydental.com

Plainfield Family Dental, P.C.
Timothy J. Williams, DDS 

1620 Hawthorne Dr., Ste 100 
839-8684 

Conkle 
Funeral Home

 Avon   Speedway

 76 N. Avon Ave.    4925 W. 16th St.
 272-4600       241-6333

www.conklefuneralhome.com

For All Your Automotive Body and Paint Needs 
Computerized Unibody Repair • Fiberglass Repair

Most Major Credit Cards Accepted

Gisela Perkins, President/Owner
520 South SR 67, Mooresville, IN 46158

317-834-2601    Gtcollisioninc@att.net

GT Collision, Inc.

10373 E. Cty. Rd. 100 N. 
Indianapolis, IN 46234

Jill C. Aldrich, 
DDS, MSD 

463-701-5437 
IND-701-KIDS

www.aldrichpd.com

Pat Stringer
Broker | Owner | REALTOR® 
Parishioner

Pat Stringer

C: 317-439-7983 • O: 317-839-8845
pat-ricksellhomes@sbcglobal.net

Phil Armbruster 
Motorcoach/School Bus Driver

317.442.7772
Terminal Location 
Indianapolis, IN

millertransportation.com

SARA GRUBBS 
Real Estate Agent

317.987.8177
sara.grubbs89@gmail.com

Ask About a Donation to the  
Church/School

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952

Tom Hammond Loan Consultant
NMLS ID: 525336 State Lic #17639
8190 Windfall Lane, Suite D • Camby, IN
Office 317-548-5806 Mobile 317-446-0736
thomas.hammond@caliberhomeloans.com

www.caliberhomeloans.com/thammond

We are a family friendly 
dental practice offering 

a wide range of services.

317-268-4953

Dr. Sarah Kingseed DDS

3960 Clarks Creek Rd., Plainfield, IN 46168

AFFORDABLE ASSISTED LIVING 
COMMUNITY
10480 Glasswater Lane, Indianapolis, IN 46231 
317-839-5808 
www.glasswatercreek-plainfield.com


