
  �

�

�

�

�

Weekday Masses  

Mon�Fri  8.30 AM�Chapel�

School Schedule: Wed 8.30 AM�Church �

Saturday 8.30 AM�Church �
�

Sunday Obligation 

Sat.,  5.00 PM�

Sun., 7.00 AM, 8.30 AM, 10.00 AM &11.30 AM�Spanish�
�

Vigil/Holy Day Masses-Church 

8.30 AM, 5.15 PM �

7.00 PM�Spanish�
�

Adoration/Benediction-Chapel 

Tuesday 9.00 AM to 3.00 PM �
�

Sacraments 
�

Anointing of the Sick 

If you or someone you know would like to receive the 

anointing of the sick, please notify the parish office.�
�

Baptism 

Following the birth of your child, please contact the�

parish office.�
�

Catechetical Instruction �

First Communion and Confirmation Preparation �

Call the parish office.�
�

Matrimony 

A date cannot be reserved until checking with the church. 

Please call 9�12 months in advance. �
�

RCIA (Adult Initiation)  

If interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith, 

please contact Jane Olson at the parish office.�
�

Reconciliation 

Saturday: 4.00 � 4.30 PM, also by appointment.�

Communal Penance Services during Advent and Lent.�
�

Parish Registration  

We welcome new parishioners. Please come to the �

parish office to register.�
�

Bulletin Deadline 

Friday noon, one week prior to publication. Email to�

lisstmarys@hotmail.com or drop off to parish office.            �

 

Pastor 

Very Rev. James R. Keenan, V.F……......Ext.211�

Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Jorge Bravo, CS.….……….………...Ext.212�

Residence(after 3 PM & weekends)815.625.4768�
�

Deacons 

John Kellen and Larry Zitkus�
�

Parish Office Hours 

8 AM � 12 Noon & 1� 3 PM………Monday�Friday�
 �

Parish Administration Offices 

600 Avenue B …………. ...Line 1...815.625.0640�

Sterling IL, 61081               Line 2...815.625.0644�

                                           Fax…...815.625.1684�

Email:…….stmary�sterling@rockforddiocese.org�

Website: ………….…....www.stmarysterlingil.org �
�

Parish Staff…………...………….......815.625.0640�

Lissett Ramirez, Secretary………...…....Ext. 210�

Diane Melton, Bookkeeper………….......Ext. 225�

Jane Olson, Pastoral Associate………...Ext. 220�

Sally Kellen, Shut�in Ministry�
�

Cemetery   

Jesus Reyes, Cemetery Manager……....Ext.222�
�

Religious Education Office�

Maribel Reyes, CRE…………………......Ext. 243�
�

St. Mary School 

6 West 6
th

 Street…………….……..815.625.2253�

Website: …………..….……..www.smsterling.org �

Melanie Selmi, Principal…………….…....Ext.227  �

Robbin Clifton, Secretary………………...Ext.223�

Jeannie Ramos, Bookkeeper…………....Ext.221�
. 

Newman Central Catholic High School 

1101 W. 23rd Street……………….815.625.0500�

Jennifer Oetting, Principal�
 

St. Vincent DePaul Society  

7 West 6th Street…………………...815.625.0311 �

Email…………………...…vincent.depaul@att.net �

Website:………………..www.svdpsaukvalley.org�

Hours: Monday�Friday...….….12 Noon�2.30 PM 

																Jan 2
nd

,
 
2022                                                                              

 The Epiphany of the Lord 



�

Mass Intentions or the Sanctuary Lamp�
�

Please consider remembering a loved one or a family member 

by having a Mass or the Sanctuary Lamp. We have many dates 

to choose from in 2022 and 2023. A customary offering 

(donation) is asked of $10.00. If you have any questions please 

call the parish office at 1.815.625.0640. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sanctuary Lamp Memorials                                                                                                     

              The Sanctuary Candle will burn the                                                            

                   week of Jan 1 – 7   

               In Memory of: Ortensia Cervantes  

                                                                                                                                 

                       Given by: Ybarra Family   

Past  Collection Report         Dec 18-19, 2021                  

 5:00 p.m.  Mass             $2,908.25 

 7:00 a.m.  Mass             $1,619.00 

 8:30 a.m.  Mass             $2,666.00 

10:00 a.m.  Mass             $1,250.00 

 11:30 a.m.  Mass             $810.56 

Misc.                                $0 

Electronic Funds             $0 

Mail in and drop off         $2,380.00 
         

Total Collection      $11,633.81 

Envelopes                 171�

�

                                   Liturgical Roles     

Lectors                         

Sat Jan 8 

5:00  PM Julie Melsness  
  

Sun Jan 9 

 7:00  AM Darwin Mauch 

 8:30  AM  Nancy Gehrke 

10:00 AM Josh Francque 

 

Eucharistic Ministers   

Sat Jan 8 

5:00  PM Concha Sitter  

 

Sun Jan 9 

 7:00  AM Gloria Olds  

 8:30  AM Sally Kellen  

10:00 AM Ann Stroup  

 Mass Intentions 

 

Mon    Jan    3   8.30 AM      †Barb Schafer  

                                                            
                                                    

Tue     Jan    4  8.30 AM       †Ann Hermes 

                                               Jim Hermes 
                                                   

            

Wed    Jan    5  8.30 AM       †Helen Musyl 

                                               John & Margaret Lynch 

 

Thu     Jan    6  8.30 AM       †Jacob Kellen                                                          

                                              Grandpa & Grandma Kellen  
                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                     

 

Fri       Jan    7  8.30 AM       †Sr. Philomene  

                                               Jane Olson 
                                                   

          

Sat      Jan    8  8.30 AM       St. Mary Parishioners  

                                               Larry Zitkus  

                           

 

Sat      Jan    8  5.00 PM       †Frances Amesquita  

                                                 
                                                

Sun     Jan    9  7.00 AM       †Jeanne O’Connor 

                                               Family 
                           

                           8.30AM       †Al Segneri 

                                               Richard & Marybeth Dombroski 
                         

                                               †Deb Morgan 

                                               Mike Morgan  
                          

                         10.00AM       †Richard Taylor 

                                               Jane Olson 
                                                     

                                                   

                          11.30AM       †Ana Maria Lopez 

                                                 John Lopez 

2021�

Diocesan Stewardship                

Appeal�

Goal: $55,838.00�

Total Pledged: $35,210.00�

Shortfall Due:  $20,628.00�
�

Please consider making a          

contribution to help us meet our 

goal for 2021. �

�

�

St. Mary Church continues to depend on your support. 

The financial obligations of the church and the school 

continue, and the major portion to meet those            

obligations come from the Sunday offerings. If you are 

unable to attend Masses, you can still make your       

Sunday donations in a number of ways: 

1. Mail in (St. Mary Parish Office, 600 Avenue B,   

Sterling, IL) 

2. Drop off at the parish office during business hours 

3. Online giving from your checking or savings  account 

or debit/credit card 

4. Automatic giving where donations are automatically 

taken out of your bank account 

More information can be found on our website: 

stmarysterlingil.org or contact the bookkeeper,       

Diane Melton, at the parish office (625-0640).  



The Parish Center Offices are open 

  We are working in the office. If it is a     �

  non�emergency please call the parish   �

  office at 815�625�0640.  If it is an �

  emergency please call the rectory at                          �

  815�625�4768. Thank you for your�

  patience and understanding.  �

                          �

                                                                             

SVdP is open for financial assistance on 

Monday thru Friday from  12:00�2:30 

PM.�Call the pantry at  815�625�0311 during 

those hours to request assistance.�On      

Tuesday and Thursday food distribution is 

from 12:00�2:30 PM. On Tuesday’s only a 

second time for food distribution is from 

4:00�5:30pm. CONTINUE TO GIVE is 

available on the St. Vincent de Paul Society 

website making it possible for anyone to 

contribute online SVDP.                                                                      

Visit our website at: svdpsaukvalley.org   

St. Anne Parish in Dixon is looking for 

a part time Parish bookkeeper.             

For more info: Call (815) 288�3131�

St. Anne School in Dixon is also     

looking for a part�time 5 days a week 

School book keeper/office assistant.                  

Call (815) 288�5619.�

�

To lift your love ones spirit, 

stop by and visit our Religious 

Gift Shop at the Parish Center. �

�

�

�

�

�

♦ Next Worldwide Marriage            

Encounter.�

♦ It is a weekend for married     

Christian couples who value their 

relationship and desire a richer, 

fuller life together.�

♦ Sign up today to attend a virtual 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter     

Experiences on January 8�9; in    

person Experience Feb. 11�13 in 

Madison, WI or April 22�24 in 

Brookfield, WI.�

♦ Early registration is highly             

recommended. For more information 

visit our website at:                                      

alifetimeoflove.org or call (888) 

574�5653. �

          Sacred Heart Church                        �

    High School Youth Group           

When: January 30, February 27, March 27, 

April 24 Where: Sacred Heart Church    

basement, 2224 Ave J, Sterling, IL Time:   

11 AM�12:15 PM                              �

           Sacred Heart Church �

     Middle School Youth Group�
�

When: January 16, February 13,             

March 20, April 10 Where: Sacred Heart 

Church basement, 2224 Ave J, Sterling, 

IL Time: 11:00 AM �12:15 PM Contact 

Melinda Hutchinson for more               

information.                                                                

Bring your friends & come check it out!!! �

 �

�

�� Do you have an 8th grade student 

in our area?�

�� Do you know someone who has 

an 8th grade student in our area?�

�� Help us spread the word to all 

prospective students in our area 

who are considering the next 

step in their educational journey.�

�� Contact Newman Central   

Catholic High School for     

details:�

�� development@newmancchs.org�

(815) 625�0500 x102�

�

  �

�

The Sterling Knights of Columbus are   

sponsoring the annual free throw contest on 

Wed., Jan. 6
th

 at  St. Mary’s School in    

Sterling. The gym doors will open at 3 PM 

and the contest begins at 3:30 PM. This 

event is open to boys and girls ages  9�14.           

There is no cost to participate.�

�

�

If you are a good reader come  serve as 

a lector, call Jane Olson at the Parish  

Center. Lectors are most needed at the 

Sat., 5 PM and Sun., 7 AM weekend 

Masses.  �

�

�

�

�

�

Senior Center is resuming in person 

services and activities to combat senior 

isolation. Staring January 4
th

 2022    

Daily lunches Mon � Thurs from 11am 

until 12pm. �

�

�

�

�

Martha’s circle is inviting anyone who 

likes to quilt or would like to learn, come 

to our Thursday’s quilt session, from 

9:00a.m � 11:00a.m at the Parish. 

Questions contact Evelyn Petitgoue at 

(815) 625�4382 Everyone is welcome!�

For all of our parishioners, families, and friends that 

shop on Amazon, you can now start earning money 

for St. Mary Church. Shop at Amazon Smile and a 

percentage of your purchase goes directly to          

St. Mary Church!  Simply shop                                               

at smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2182125 or with                                 

AmazonSmile ON in the   Amazon Shopping app and 

Amazon Smile donates to St Mary Church.�

�

�

�

Reminder Cancelation policy if an   

emergency occurs due to inclement 

weather or other circumstances, If   

Sterling  Community Unit 5 dismisses 

early or classes are canceled for that 

evening. Religious Education Classes 

will also be cancelled. For questions 

please contact R.E Coordinator at the 

Parish Center. �

�

Garrett Ramos Memorial Fund 

If you choose to donate towards this 

fund, it is titled Garrett Ramos Memorial 

Fund. Donations may be made at any 

Sauk Valley Bank branch location.     

Donations may also be made online at 

https://app.autobooks.co/pay/garrett�

ramos� memorial�fund .       �

�

�

        Special Thanks To      �

                                               

Our Advertiser of the Week�

  St. Vincent DePaul �

Benny’s �

Restaurant�

   Worldwide Marriage Encounter  �

 Martha’s Senior Circle   �

Whiteside Senior Center �

     Religious Gift Shop �

   St. Anne Job Openings�

Wanted: Lectors�

Free Throw Contest 



LAS OFICINAS DEL CENTRO PARROQUIAL  

Horario de Centro Parroquial de Lunes-Viernes 8:00 am -12:00 pm 

1:00pm-3:00pm.                               

Si no es una emergencia, llame a la oficina al 815-625-0640.  

Si es una emergencia, llame a la rectoría al 815-625-4768.  

�

�

 

�

 

�

                                                                                                                              �

San Miguel Arcángel, defiéndenos en la lucha.�

Sé nuestro amparo contra la perversidad y �

acechanzas del demonio. �

Que Dios manifieste sobre él su poder, es nuestra �

humilde súplica. �

Y tú, oh Príncipe de la Milicia Celestial, con el poder que Dios te ha 

conferido, arroja al infierno a�

Satanás, y a los demás espíritus malignos que �

vagan por el mundo para la perdición de las almas. Amén.�

          �

 Las pláticas serán el 1 de Enero de las 2:00-4:00 PM, en el Centro 

Parroquial. Por favor no traer niños. Únicamente para los padres y 

padrinos. Por favor llamar al Centro Parroquial con Lupe para    

confirmar su asistencia a las pláticas.  

 

    

*Hacer cita con el sacerdote por lo menos   

9 meses antes de la fecha deseada. Favor de no hacer planes 

antes de tener la fecha confirmada con el sacerdote. 
 

*Les recordamos que para el 2022 ya tenemos abiertas las fechas si su hija tendrá 

una quinceañera ese año. Para que su hija aparte su misa para sus quince años 

deberá tener sus sacramentos, incluyendo el sacramento de la confirmación.          �

�

�

�

Si ocurre alguna emergencia debido al clima o por alguna otra                       

circunstancia, y La Unidad 5 de la Comunidad de Sterling cierra 

temprano o cancela las clases, La Educación Religiosa también   

cancelará clases en esa tarde. Para mas información contacte a la 

coordinadora de clases Religiosa al numero (815) 625�0640.�

�

               

   Todos los martes tenemos el Santísimo Sacramento 

presente de 9 AM-3 PM en la capilla del Centro Parroquial. 

  

 

Sábados de 4.00 a 4.30 PM en la Iglesia 

 

       �

Reporte Pasado de la colecta de 18�19 de Dic, 2021                                                                  �

�

 Semanal                                �

5:00 PM Misa en inglés             $2,908.25                     �

7:00 AM Misa en inglés             $1,619.00                                         

8:30 AM Misa en inglés             $2,666.00                                                    

10:00 AM Misa en inglés           $1,250.00                      �

11:30 AM Misa en español        $810.56                                                     

Envió y dejó sobres                   $2,380.00                                                      

Colección total             �            $11,633.81                                           

Sobres                                             171�

�

2 de Enero 2022�

�

La Epifanía del Señor�

 

 

Es fácil imaginar que la tierra vivía en tinieblas antes que 

llegara el Salvador al mundo; es muy fácil entender que esa 

analogía se refiere al pecado, la oscuridad de la             

desobediencia a Dios, la muerte, lo malo, lo oscuro y todo 

aquello que produce muerte y dolor; antes de que viniera la 

luz a nuestro mundo, es decir Jesús, el Emmanuel, el Dios 

con nosotros, todo era incierto y malo porque el príncipe de 

las tinieblas estaba apoderado del mundo entero; las lecturas 

de este domingo nos hablan precisamente de todo eso, 

“Levántate y resplandece Jerusalén porque ha llegado la luz 

y la gloria del Señor alborea sobre ti” así nos lo dice la     

primera lectura del profeta Isaías y son palabras verdaderas, 

si nosotros creemos en Dios, entonces creemos que Jesús, el 

Niño Dios nos ha nacido para disipar las tinieblas de nuestras 

vidas.�

�

Es a través del nacimiento del Niño Dios, del Emmanuel, del 

Mesías, que nos ha venido la salvación y todas esas tinieblas 

se han disipado, se han ido, y la luz vuelve otra vez a rodear 

la tierra, ya no hay miedo, ya no hay tormenta espiritual, ya 

no hay temor, sólo hay vida, amor, felicidad, gozo y           

salvación, porque Dios vive entre nosotros una vez más; la 

Iglesia se vuelve la nueva Jerusalén y todos sus hijos e hijas 

vuelven a ella, despacio, con fe, con amor, con esperanza 

cada uno vuelve de lejos, cada uno vuelve a Dios y Dios se 

regocija, se alegra, abre los brazos a cada uno porque han 

vuelto a Él; es por eso que Pablo en la segunda lectura nos 

recuerda que todo es revelado a nosotros por el Espíritu, y 

por eso agradecemos a Dios, nos ha tenido a bien revelarnos 

sus misterios y el misterio de la encarnación de su Hijo      

divino, que nos ha redimido del pecado y de la oscuridad por 

los siglos de los siglos. �

�

En el Evangelio, vemos cómo se revela Dios a su pueblo, una 

estrella guía a los hombres sabios que vienen de lejos, por 

eso ellos son capaces de ir a buscar al verdadero rey; y lo 

adoran, y le traen regalos: oro, incienso y mirra, para          

significar la vida que le corresponde al Niñito Jesús:          

sacerdote, profeta y rey. Ese es el significado de la Epifanía, 

el Dios Niño que se revela a los magos, y que les dice dónde 

se encuentra para que vengan a adorarlo y así todos alrededor 

del mundo y en todo el universo vengan también a adorar a 

nuestro salvador. ¡Gloria a Dios en los cielos y en la tierra 

paz a los hombres de buena voluntad! ¡Nos ha nacido el   

Salvador! ¡Nos ha llegado la gloria del cielo!�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Meta Diocesana                         $55,838.00                                      

La parroquia ha recopilado     $35,210.00  

 

Oración a San Miguel Arcángel�

2021 Diezmo Diocesano �

Lectores:9 de Ene. Marissa Ocampo 

Ministro de Eucaristía: 9 de Ene. Mercedes Villa 

 

Confesiones�

Adoración�

Matrimonios y Quinceñeras 

        Clases Religiosas Cancelación de Póliza 



                �
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BRECK LOOS
Parishioner

STERLING NAPA DIXON NAPA
218 W. 3rd St. 713 N. Galena
Sterling, IL 61081 Dixon, IL 61021
(815) 625-3300 (815) 284-3301
FAX (815) 625-3479 FAX (815) 284-6446

Deje que Community State Bank le abra  las puertas a la casa de sus sueños  
Para mas información comunicate con una de nuestras representantes bilingües 
Cuenta de cheques • Cuenta de ahorros • Certificados de depósito • IRA’s 
• Prestamos para automóviles  • Prestamos para la compra de casa • Y mucho más

3210 East Lincolnway, Sterling 
815-625-4300

1801 1st Ave, Rock Falls 
815-625-1110 

en contacto contigo Locally owned and managed

Deli | Bakery | Full Service Grocery Store 

We appreciate your business and look 
forward to serving you every day!

815-625-0180 815-625-0180 
210 W. 3rd Street 210 W. 3rd Street 

Sterling, ILSterling, IL

Nursery & Landscaping

3602 E. Lincolnway

815-626-4422

 
505 E. 3rd St. 

Sterling, IL

815-625-8024
 

Serving the Sauk Valley Since 1962 

SALES AND SERVICE 
smittyssewandvac.net

  Schultz’s 
Nuisance Wildlife Control

For Professional Pest Control 

Call  DAVE 
(815) 631-6877

www.mooretires.com www.mooretires.com 
815-625-1800815-625-1800

www.bockerexcavating.com
Dan Bocker, Owner

815-946-2600
Cell: 815-541-8264

POLO, IL

Dirt Work, Demolition & Hauling 

Special Occasion Attire & Unique Casual Apparel
Northland Mall/Sterling 

2900 E Lincolnway/Ste. 20F
815-441-3185 

     @carolitzasLLC www.carolitzas.com

Compliments of 
Tom & Trish  

Senneff 
Parish Members

Service & Parts on Lawn & Garden Equipment 

Overnight Chain Saw Sharpening 

Toro & Echo Equipment

Over 50 Years Experience 

4-Cycle Engine Certified Mechanic

Mon-Fri 8-5-Sat 8-12
405 Ash Ave., Sterling, IL 61081 
(corner of Ash Ave. & IL Rt. 2)  

815-622-9999

Frank’s Small Engine Repair

Contact Jeff Hansen to place an ad today! 
jhansen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2683

· Peticiones familiares/Family Petitions
· Perdones/Waivers

· Visas para víctimas de delitos /Visas for Victims of Crimes
· Ciudadanía/Citizenship

815 394-1359  |  www.rockfordimmigrationlaw.com
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Arellano 
Year Round Service

Specialties include  
Landscape & Snow Plowing

Call Mauro for a free estimate 

815-535-3976
Muchas Gracias | Thank you!

Dr. Darrin G Vits | Optometrist 
Where Quality Eyecare & Affordable 

Eyewear Come Together

Rock Falls                         
 723 West Route 30        
 815-625-6195           

1514 W. 4TH STREET 
STERLING, IL 61081

815/625-5949
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS - 24 HR. SERVICE

M. Tod Melton
Parish Member

Rock Falls        309-794-0784

DOWNIE & ASSOCIATES CPA’S 

Certified Public Accountant & Consultant

Joel M. Downie, CPA 
Parishioner

204 W. 10th Street 
Rock Falls, IL 61071

(815) 625-8800

Johnson Oil Company
Express Lane • Gas & Food Marts

In The Rock River Valley

Heating | Air Conditioning 
Refrigeration | Plumbing | Electrical 

WWW.LOESCHERHVAC.COM 
Providing Honest & Reliable Service for over 50 years

H E AT I N G  A N D  A I R  C O N D I T I O N I N G

815-625-HVAC

This space is sponsored by:

   Sterling 
 

Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer

A Full Service Union Roofing Contractor 
specializing in commercial and industrial projects. 

Established in 1986.
*Chosen contractor for the Church and 

School Roofing Projects and Maintenance
(815) 626-7744 

info@sterlingroofing.com

commercial roofing inc.

KELLY’S
Lunch 

& 
Dinner

Open Daily

218 Locust 
625-7969

Where the world goes 
to look good.

2900 N. Locust St. 
Sterling

Call 815-625-6525 
for great values on 

refurbished products.

Sunday Breakfast Brunch BuffetSunday Breakfast Brunch Buffet
9am - 2:30pm9am - 2:30pm

Senior Discount • Dine-In or Carry Out

With Facilities In
Rock Falls 

Sterling 
Prophetstown 
Milledgeville

Fulton
F u n e r a l  H o m e s ,  I n c .

Al J. Dieterle 
Decorating

(815) 625-5279

• VA Contracted

• Medicare 
  Certified

• CHAPS 
  Approved

815-626-3467

www.GaffeyHomeNursingandHospice.com

(815) 622-6742
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

New Construction • Remodeling 
Additions • Roofing • Siding 

Windows • Much More

Life | Home | Auto | Farm | Business

Curt Repass 
Agent

779-245-6002

Contact Jeff Hansen to place an ad today! 
jhansen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2683

Paulette M. Selmi, PhD. 
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

(815) 213-7669

docselmi.com 
doctorselmi@gmail.com 

203 3rd Avenue • Sterling

New Hours starting January 2022
-Closed Mondays-

Dine in - Carry Out
815-625-5160

2511 North Locust • Sterling

Your all in one source for: 
Office Supplies/ Furniture/ Equipment 

815-625-4375  
501 Locust Street, Sterling, IL

Car Wash
Save $ Join Wash Club

or Gift Card

1909 Locust St, Sterling

Visit www.Oasis-CarWash.com

815.716.8360
Sterling, IL

Sales • Service • Installation

EXPERIENCE 
& 

DEDICATION
Personal Injury 

Worker’s  Compensation 
Medical Malpractice

MERTES & MERTES, P.C.MERTES & MERTES, P.C.  
4015 E Lincolnway, Sterling, IL   815/626-15004015 E Lincolnway, Sterling, IL   815/626-1500


