
 BLESSED SACRAMENT 

2 1 1 6  H O L L I S T E R  A V E N U E  •  M A D I S O N ,  W I  5 3 7 2 6  

Third Sunday in Easter            April 26, 2020 

Parish Mission Statement   

Blessed Sacrament Parish forms and nurtures 

active disciples of Christ, who love God and  

neighbor,  through the Dominican pillars  

of Prayer, Study, Community, & Ministry. 

Parish Vision Statement  

To be a flourishing faith community, with all 

parishioners engaged in transforming lives 

through evangelization and discipleship. 

“Were not our hearts burning within us 

while he spoke to us on the way and opened the Scriptures to us?” 

 

Luke 24:32 

James Tissot, “The Pilgrims of Emmaus on the Road” 



Third Sunday of Easter 

Br. Edward van Merrienboer, O.P. 

bredward@blsacrament.org  

Solidarity 

If we take a broad view of church history in regard to the development of doctrine, we can observe that ideas are 

introduced into our Catholic vocabulary but the meaning does not take whole for years and in some cases centuries. One 

example of this is the concept of solidarity.  We see it first spoken of by Pope Saint Paul VI, in 1967, when he says, “Man 

must meet man, nation meet nation, as brothers and sisters, as children of God.  In this mutual understanding and 

friendship, in this sacred communion, we must also began to work together to build the common future for humanity.”  He 

went on to say that it was now necessary in human history that a type of cooperation emerges where a practical unity 

would produce a common pool of resources to protect humanity and our planet in times of global crisis.  This would only be 

possible, he writes, if each of us can overcome a narrow sense of nationhood, race, and culture. 

 

In truth, little progress was made in the years that followed in developing such a global pool of medical supplies, food, and 

water.  The will needed to make this a reality was not there. In light of this reality Pope Saint John Paul II again reminded 

national leaders that a new sense of solidarity among peoples due to the influence of social communication and a sense of 

oneness among the poorest people of the world should move them toward global action.  This unity is different than 

sociopolitical analysis but is based in a moral unity of peoples.  When the modern person sees others suffer from illness, as 

we do today, one cannot but think that “could have been me.”  This is a type of interdependence that is not simply 

economic or political but touches the core of what it means to be human.  For Christians, we deepen this interdependence 

by seeing in our common humanity the plan of the Divine Creator that we come from a common source, the Lord and giver 

of life.  This requires of each one of us a clear-cut attitude that finds expression in our actions.  We can never embrace a 

“me first” attitude when it comes to human suffering and the common good. 

 

We are very aware of the horrific level of suffering and death that is happening every day throughout the world due to the 

virus pandemic.  We are hearing every day of people who are putting their lives on the line for the sake of others.  We 

know that neighbors are making check-in calls to each other as we stay home.  Our lives have changed in so many good 

and holy ways these past weeks.  My prayer is that when this crisis has passed we see each other in the light of human 

solidarity.  We will feel not some vague compassion for the misfortunes of others but will embrace a firm and persevering 

determination to commit ourselves to the common good; that is to say to the good of all and of each individual, because we 

are all really responsible for all.  

 

In light of faith, solidarity seeks to go beyond itself, to take on the specifically Christian dimension of total gratuity, 

forgiveness, and reconciliation.  One’s neighbor is then not only a human being but becomes the living image of God the 

Father, redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ and placed under the permanent action of the Holy Spirit.  It was in true 

solidarity that Jesus laid down his life for us. 



      April 26, 2020       

We are still having Wednesday adoration and 

are in need of adorers! Please consider  

spending an hour with Our Lord. Visit this link 

to sign up for a slot: bit.ly/2uzsqqe 

 

Virtual Laudato Si’ study beginning soon! 

“All of us can cooperate as instruments of God for the care 

of creation.” These words from Pope Francis in Laudato Si’ 

take on even deeper meaning right now as we cooperate, 

whether via social distancing or on the front lines, to care 

for our world. 

 

You are invited to join a 4-week virtual study group on 

Laudato Si’ as we discuss our interdependence and our 

call to care for creation. The study will be led by the Care of 

Creation team and held via Zoom from 7:00-8:15pm on 

Wednesdays from April 29

th

 – May 20

th

. 

 

To sign up and receive more information, please use this 

link: bit.ly/2RWETR9. You can also reach out to Peter  

Steiner at psteiner523@gmail.com with any questions.  

 

“The Chosen” DVDs available 

Fr. Andy has been recommending the series “The Chosen” 

to people; if you download the app you have access to  

season 1. We have also purchased 10 copies of season 1 

on DVD. They are available for check-out in the office.  

 

Keep up with our preaching from home! 

Our Masses may not be public, but our priests will still be 

preaching! We’ll now be adding links to our priests’ daily 

Mass preaching to our recorded homilies page on our  

website. Go to blsacrament.org/homilies to access each 

day’s preaching! We will also be live-streaming a Mass 

each Sunday at 9:00 am; this link will be available  

throughout the day. 

New and Noteworthy 

Stewardship Report 

 

March 2020: 

Collection: $26,401.10 

Electronic: $50,588.00 

Total:   $76,989.10 

 

March 2019: $77,816.19 

Fiscal year-to-date (July 1 ‘19-Mar 31 ‘20): $620,497.60 

Same time last year (July 1 ‘18 –Mar 31 ‘19): $625,278.01 

A special project to celebrate 100 years as a parish... 

 

In 2022, our parish will celebrate 100 years of prayer,  

community and service.  A Committee has been  

established to start planning the many events that will mark 

our yearlong celebration.  One project that we are starting 

to implement now, is preparing a history book of the parish. 

We would like to have many photos to enrich our text to 

make it something that members will want to keep in the 

years ahead.  During this time of “stay at home” I would ask 

you to look through family photo collections for pictures of 

past parish events (e.g. parish parties, liturgical events, 

major education events including the school, etc.) When 

our “stay at home” has ended, we will ask you to bring 

them to the Parish Office for scanning and identification.  It 

is important that we can name people in the photos and 

identify the event, for example, “Mary Brown and Joe White 

at the Christmas Market in 1950.” Thank you for any help 

that you can give of this project and others as they are  

developed. If you have any questions please contact me.   

 

-Brother Edward, O.P. 

Subscribe to our email list and follow us  

on Facebook! 

 

We are sending parish-wide emails from Constant Contact 

every Tuesday and Friday for the time being. If you are not 

on this list, please email Erin in the parish office 

(erin@blsacrament.org) and she will add you. We will be 

live-streaming Wednesday Masses at 8:30 am and Sunday 

Masses at 9:00 am on our Facebook page. Make sure to 

“like” us so you can be notified whenever we go live! If you 

do not have Facebook, you can still watch the Masses! You 

may just need to refresh the page if you don’t see the video 

at the time we go live. facebook.com/blsacrament/live 



Mass Intentions 
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Mass intentions are available by calling the parish office at  

608-238-3471 or emailing erin@blsacrament.org. 

Please pray for all those who are ill, especially: 

�

Andy Devine, Dan Brigham, Alexander Kotloski, Henry  

Pitot, David Stiennon, John Ouellette, Paul Werth, Cormac 

Bower, Helen Karls, Sarah Opitz-Stapleton, Adrian  

Stransky, Bill Vanden Brook,  Dave Wirka, Pat Ryan,  

Ila Elizabeth Scullion, Mateo Nieto, Linda Kelly, Colleen 

Brown, Bill Sotis, and Catherine Kolehmainen 

Readings for the Week of  April 26, 2020 

 

Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 

[11a]/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35 

Monday: Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30 [1ab]/ 

Jn 6:22-29 

Tuesday: Acts 7:51—8:1a/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b and 8a, 

17 and 21ab [6a]/Jn 6:30-35 

Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66: 1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a [1]/ 

Jn 6:35-40 

Thursday: Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20 [1]/ 

Jn 6:44-51 

Friday: Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/Jn 6:52-59 

St. Joseph the Worker: Gn 1:26—2:3 or Col 3:14-15, 17, 

23-24/Ps 90:2, 3-4, 12-13, 14 and 16 [cf.17b]/Mt 13:54-58 

Saturday: Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 [12]/

Jn 6:60-69 

Next Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 

[1]/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-1 

Mass intentions procedures 

 

Effective immediately and until further notice, our priests 

will each be celebrating one private Mass per day, 7 days 

a week. Those who have requested intentions at Masses 

will still have their intention remembered at Mass by the  

celebrating priest; we will now list Mass intentions not by 

time, but by celebrant. Since we typically do 3 public  

Masses on Sundays and one on Monday, one of the  

Sunday Mass intentions will be moved to Monday. 

 

On Fridays, one of the Masses will always be offered for 

an end to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Church Procedures and  

Confession Times 

 

Blessed Sacrament Church is open for private prayer! 

Monday-Saturday: 7:30 am to 7:00 pm 

Sunday: after 9:00 am Mass to 7:00 pm 

 

Confessions available (in the Band Room): 

Wednesday: 6:30 to 7:00 pm 

Saturday: 9:00 to 10:00 am and 4:00 to 5:00 pm 

Anytime by appointment (see back page for priest  

contact info) 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 

Wednesday: 9:00 am to 7:00 pm 

Saturday Holy Hour: 9:00 to 10:00 am 

 

During private prayer and confessions, please keep current 

social distancing practices and building capacities in mind 

(no more than 10 people in the church at a time, and keep 

at least six feet of distance from everyone else) 

 

The parish office is currently open 9 to 5 on weekdays as 

usual to accommodate for deliveries, maintenance,  

appointments, etc., but we are operating with limited staff 

and hours and we may not be able to return calls right 

away. Thank you for understanding. 



 

OUR STAFF Contact Information 
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Ma� Regner  Director of Liturgy and Evangeliza�on,�

ext. 138; ma*@blsacrament.org�
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Spiritual Pearls 

A Better Concept of  Freedom 

�

Freedom consists not in doing what we like, but in having 

the right to do what we ought.  

– Pope St. John Paul II 

 

Our rights and dignity proceed, as President John F.  

Kennedy put it, “not from the generosity of the state, but 

from the hand of God.” - Marisa Le Coz, Freedom  

Redefined: A Christian Perspective on the Meaning of  

Freedom.  

 

It’s a bit…like learning to play a musical instrument. Anyone 

can bang away on a piano; but that is to make noise, not 

music, and it’s a barbaric, not humanistic expression of  

freedom. At first, learning to play the piano is a matter of 

some drudgery as we master exercises that seem like a 

constraint, a burden. But as our mastery grows, we discover 

a new, richer dimension of freedom: We can play the music 

we like, we can even create new music on our own.  

Freedom, in other words, is a matter of gradually acquiring 

the capacity to choose the good and to do what we choose 

with perfection. --George Weigel,  

A Better Concept of Freedom 

 

Only in the knowledge of God's plan for man can we grasp 

that sin is an abuse of the freedom that God gives to created 

persons so that they are capable of loving him and loving one 

another.  -CCC 387 
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2272 South Beltline Court

www.flooringdesigns.com

(608) 255-4331 
Direct: (608) 327-5145

~ Proud Vendor of Blessed Sacrament ~

We’ll help you every step of the way.We’ll help you every step of the way.
Offering a continuum of care for seniors:Offering a continuum of care for seniors:  
> Independent Living   > Assisted Living 
> Memory Care   > Rehabilitation

Call 608-663-86000 or email madisonsales@oakparkplace.com Call 608-663-86000 or email madisonsales@oakparkplace.com 
718 Jupiter Dr., Madison, WI 53718 
oakparkplace.com/madison

One South Pinckney St., Ste. 818  • Madison, WI 53703 

608.729.0949608.729.0949 • isthmuspartnersllc.com isthmuspartnersllc.com 

vrodriguez@isthmuspartnersllc.com • Parishioner

Tailored Investment 
Management 

& Comprehensive 
Financial Planning

THE CURVE 
RESTAURANT

653 S. Park St. • 251-0311
Daily Specials/Home Made Soups

Open 7-Days A Week   
MON -FRI 6:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
SAT & SUN 6:00 AM -1:00 PM

We Make Smiles! 
William F.(Chip) Bird, DDS, MS   

Steven D. Peterson, DDS, MS 
Kevin J. Knutson, DDS, MS 

Sarah C. McDermott, DDS, MS

West  
202 S. Gammon Rd.            664-9500 

Verona  
1010 North Edge Trail        845-9292 

Northside  
1410 Northport Dr              249-2990 

Windsor  
6729 Lake Rd                     846-7358

www.orthomadison.com
Orthodontics for Teens, Childrens & Adults

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

• Development
• Management

• Build To Suit Expertise
www.buildtosuit.com

608-833-5590

 
Patrick Donovan, DDS 

749 University Row • Madison
(608) 238-7112

www.associateddentists.com

 

3610 Speedway Rd.

238-3434
www.CressFuneralService.com

 

608-225-5311

CRAIG RECOB 
Broker/Owner • Parish Member

www.craigrecob.com

W .  F .  B U T L E R 
PLUMBING INC.

Heaters - Water Softeners 
Repairs - Remodeling 

New Construction

2602 Monroe 233-1608

AUTOMOTIVE
REPAIR 

2422 Monroe St 

608-238-1414
Hours 8:00 am to 5:30 pm

Dennis Hellenbrand
Owner

 6182 Hwy VV • Sun Prairie, WI 53590 
608/825-7450

Free Estimates • Insured • Interior • Exterior

Saul Glazer • Parish Member 

608-260-2473

M A R T I N 
G L A S S  C O .

Windows - Mirrors - 
Thermopanes 

Screens Repaired

2323 Atwood Ave. • 249-0438

Spacious, Senior 55+ Apartments

 

 

 

 

“West” in Orchard Ridge 
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft. 

Incl Heat, Garage & Storage . 
No Pets, No Smoking! 

Spacious, 
Senior  55+ 
Apartments  

(O) 608-227-6543  
(C) 608-577-2451   
KellerApartments.com 

 

 

 

 

“West” in Orchard Ridge 
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft. 

Incl Heat, Garage & Storage . 
No Pets, No Smoking! 

Spacious, 
Senior  55+ 
Apartments  

(O) 608-227-6543  
(C) 608-577-2451   
KellerApartments.com 

 

 

 

 

“West” in Orchard Ridge 
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft. 

Incl Heat, Garage & Storage . 
No Pets, No Smoking! 

Spacious, 
Senior  55+ 
Apartments  

(O) 608-227-6543  
(C) 608-577-2451   
KellerApartments.com 

PH: (608) 836-7821 
Joanne Driscoll

Commercial Lighting  

 Waste Lamp And Ballast Recycling

7182 Hwy. 14, Suite 501, Middleton, WI 53562

Jason L Mascitti 
Financial Associate 
608-824-3523 
708 Heartland Trl, Suite 2800, Madison, WI 53717 
jason.mascitti@thrivent.com 
connect.thrivent.com/jason-mascitti 
Parish Member Since 1998

“World’s Most Ethical Companies” and “Ethisphere” names and marks are registered trademarks of 
Ethisphere LLC. For details, visit Ethisphere.com.                                                          27193 R5-19

Thrivent was named one of the 
“World’s Most Ethical Companies” 

by Ethisphere Institute  
2012-2020.

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827


