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Fourth Sunday in Easter            May 3, 2020 

Parish Mission Statement   

Blessed Sacrament Parish forms and nurtures 

active disciples of Christ, who love God and  

neighbor,  through the Dominican pillars  

of Prayer, Study, Community, & Ministry. 

Parish Vision Statement  

To be a flourishing faith community, with all 

parishioners engaged in transforming lives 

through evangelization and discipleship. 

Photo by Martin Bisof on Unsplash 

“Amen, amen, I say to you,  

I am the gate for the sheep. 

All who came before me are thieves and robbers, 

but the sheep did not listen to them.” 

 

John 10:7-8 



Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Fr. Samuel Hakeem, O.P. 

frsamuel@blsacrament.org  

What Now? 

 

Well, we’ve been under a “safer at home” order for over a month now. Schools and businesses closed, Masses held in 

private, and meals eaten at home. It hasn’t been easy, but it’s making a difference as we watch the curve flatten and, 

hopefully, continue to fall off.The beginning of this “stay at home” business wasn’t too bad--if anything, it was an active time 

of trying to figure out new routines and needs as we settled into a new rhythm of life. There was a sense of purpose to it: 

we’re doing it for the most vulnerable among us. Then as things settled in, we began to realize some of the more difficult 

aspects of this time. Some lost jobs or took significant cuts in pay. Parents and children adjusted to schooling at home, to 

varying degrees of success and sanity. Disappointments of canceled trips, weddings, and graduations became real. Then 

came another good wave as we figured out how to do this thing right: old hobbies rediscovered; blessings realized as 

parents spent more time with their children than they had since maternity or paternity leave; old connections reestablished 

and old conversations reignited; good news stories shared, thanks to John Krasinski and other positive, delightful people. A 

sense of “We’re gonna make it; we’re making a difference!” came with a feeling of accomplishment. 

 

Then things got difficult. An extension of the “Safer at home” order, for another month. Assistance checks getting lost in the 

mail or somewhere in cyberspace. Further anxieties regarding employment. Friends and family contracting the illness, or 

dealing with other serious medical issues. The fun novelty of at-home learning coming to an end. Yes, I believe that month 

two will be more difficult than month one. There are fewer things to look forward to, fewer benchmarks to count; just a long 

wait for freedom, along with the hope that the order doesn’t get extended further. So what now? 

 

Now, we wait. And, to quote Tom Petty, the waiting is the hardest part. 

 

As human beings, we are not wired well to wait. We like to do, to work to improve things, to be active. Think about how 

many technological advances were developed simply to remove periods of waiting: faster computers and internet 

connections, faster modes of transportation, faster cures for illnesses. Faster is generally seen as better; often it is. 

However, there are some things we simply must wait out. A novel virus with yet-unknown long term impact certainly 

qualifies as one of those things. It’s brought up within us a mix of not-fun emotions: sadness, anxiety, anger, dread, and 

depression. It’s in these times that our minds scream at us: DO SOMETHING! Yet sometimes doing something doesn’t 

improve a thing, only leading to further frustration and difficulty. 

 

Yes, Mr. Petty, the waiting is the hardest part. But thank God we’re not left without grace in the wait. It’s here that we turn 

to the Fruits of the Holy Spirit and find the word longsuffering on the list. What is longsuffering, and how might it help our 

current situation? 

 

Longsuffering is a fruit of the Holy Spirit, which are manifestations in us of a life united with the Holy Spirit. The fruits, 

according to Thomas Aquinas, are tied to the Gifts and Virtues, all given to us with The Gift--the Holy Spirit--received at our 

Baptism and alive in our souls. Longsuffering is hanging on through difficulties, enduring those difficulties and bearing with 

them as we keep our eyes on what truly endures. Aquinas attaches this fruit to the virtue of hope. Chances are you’ve 

heard me preach on hope; it’s the virtue which trains our sight on God’s promise of what awaits us: salvation, redemption, 

eternal beatitude in the life to come. What does this look like as manifested in us? When we have hope, we are able to face 

the difficulties of today, to grasp onto God while we face our trials. When we realize what awaits us, the difficulties of today 

find their proper context, and we are better equipped to face them. Longsuffering is different from patience. As a separate 

fruit of the Holy Spirit, patience is waiting for trials to end, enduring through them. Longsuffering is more active: not simply 

enduring through trials, but truly facing them. Longsuffering also tends to be more prolonged in nature than patience is. 

Patience is an enduring of situations for our good; longsuffering is facing the difficulties which come our way. 

(Continued on next page…) 
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Looking for ways to help those in need? 

Domestic Abuse Intervention Services (DAIS) has an  

ongoing need for no-sew fleece blankets for their clients. 

No sewing skills are needed; just see this link and go to 

work! tinyurl.com/y9otukgw The video explains how to 

make double-layer blankets, but DAIS is asking for single-

layer blankets. After your blanket is assembled, please 

wash in warm water and dry it, place it in a plastic bag, and 

drop it off at the parish office. Contact Linda Mullane 

(lam1029@aol.com) or Heidi Lucarelli

(lukes5@sbcglobal.net) with questions. Thank you! 

 

Extended Saturday adoration and confessions 

In an effort to allow more people to come to Saturday 

morning adoration during this time of social-distancing and 

limited building capacities, we’re extending Saturday  

adoration. It will now run from 9:00 am to noon.  

Confessions will be available 9:00 to 11:00 am;  

Fr. Andy will hear confessions 9:00-10:00, and Fr. Samuel 

will hear them 10:00-11:00. 

 

“The Chosen” DVDs available 

Fr. Andy has been recommending the series “The Chosen” 

to people; if you download the app you have access to  

season 1. We have also purchased 10 copies of season 1 

on DVD. They are available for check-out in the office.  

 

Keep up with our preaching from home! 

Our Masses may not be public, but our priests will still be 

preaching! We’ll now be adding links to our priests’ daily 

Mass preaching to our recorded homilies page on our  

website. Go to blsacrament.org/homilies to access each 

day’s preaching! We will also be live-streaming a Mass 

each Sunday at 9:00 am; this link will be available  

throughout the day. 

New and Noteworthy 

Stewardship Report 

 

April 2020 

Total:  $73,975.94 

 

April 2019: $72,873.89 

Fiscal year-to-date (July 1 ‘19-Apr 30, ‘20): $694,473.54 

Same time last year (July 1 ‘18 –Apr 30, ‘19): $698,151.90 

When hope is made manifest, we become aware of the 

context of our trial. In this case, it’s the fact that this will 

come to an end. Certain things may change long-term, but 

we will return to social interaction, employment, and 

school. We will return to Mass on a daily basis, receiving 

our Eucharistic Lord and free from government restrictions. 

This current situation is not eternal, unlike the gift that 

awaits us in Heaven. In the grand scheme of things, our 

current situation is quite small. That realization makes it a 

little easier to face. 

 

While this current situation may be small in the grand 

scheme of things, it is by no means insignificant. Our lives 

have been affected, some in very significant ways. It’s 

tempting to try to fight through these changes, to return to 

normal, to “fix things” as quickly as possible and move on 

with life as usual. But some things will not be fixed, cannot 

be fixed. Longsuffering gives us the freedom to mourn. 

Once we’ve acknowledged that these things are not the 

end-all, be-all, we realize that not many of them are life or 

death situations. If they are not life or death situations, I 

don’t need to fight to fix them as if they were. Instead, I can 

acknowledge my sorrow and properly mourn the loss I’m 

facing. The losses may not be eternal, but they are still 

losses. Mourning them is necessary for me to move  

forward. Longsuffering provides me the ability to mourn, so 

that I may move forward when this ends. 

 

Longsuffering reminds us that we do not suffer alone. It’s a 

reminder that we are on this journey as the Mystical Body 

of Christ, united eternally to Jesus who has gone before us 

into glory. It’s a reminder that He suffers with us, that our 

pains and trials are united to His cross, so that we might 

share in the glories of His Resurrection. It also reminds us 

that, as the Mystical Body of Christ, we are all linked  

together. None of us needs to suffer alone; we have this 

wonderful community to help us shoulder our individual 

burdens. United together in the Holy Spirit, we share in 

one another’s trials and one another’s joys. 

 

So what next? We wait. It will not be easy, but we have 

hope. Pray to the Holy Spirit for an increase in the virtue. 

Hope is manifested in us as longsuffering as we face what 

lies ahead. For a time, we will face trials. For a time, we 

will mourn losses. But this will come to an end; our hope 

confirms it. And on that day, together in a large and closely

-packed crowd, we will rejoice. 



Mass Intentions 
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Mass intentions are available by calling the parish office at  

608-238-3471 or emailing erin@blsacrament.org. 

Please pray for all those who are ill, especially: 

�

Andy Devine, Dan Brigham, Alexander Kotloski, Henry  

Pitot, David Stiennon, John Ouellette, Paul Werth, Cormac 

Bower, Helen Karls, Sarah Opitz-Stapleton, Adrian  

Stransky, Bill Vanden Brook,  Dave Wirka, Pat Ryan,  

Ila Elizabeth Scullion, Mateo Nieto, Linda Kelly, Colleen 

Brown, Bill Sotis, and Catherine Kolehmainen 

Readings for the Week of  May 3, 2020 

 

Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/1 Pt 

2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-1 

Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 3a]/ 

Jn 10:11-18 

Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 [Ps 117:1a]/

Jn 10:22-30 

Wednesday: Acts 12:24—13:5a/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8 [4]/ 

Jn 12:44-50 

Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27 [2]/ 

Jn:13:16-20 

Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab [7bc]/ 

Jn 14:1-6 

Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/ 

Jn 14:7-14 

Next Sunday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 [22]/ 

1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12 

Mass intentions procedures 

 

Effective immediately and until further notice, our priests 

will each be celebrating one private Mass per day, 7 days 

a week. Those who have requested intentions at Masses 

will still have their intention remembered at Mass by the  

celebrating priest; we will now list Mass intentions not by 

time, but by celebrant. Since we typically do 3 public  

Masses on Sundays and one on Monday, one of the  

Sunday Mass intentions will be moved to Monday. 

 

On Fridays, one of the Masses will always be offered for 

an end to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Church Procedures and  

Confession Times 

 

Blessed Sacrament Church is open for private prayer! 

Monday-Saturday: 7:30 am to 7:00 pm 

Sunday: after 9:00 am Mass to 7:00 pm 

 

Confessions available (in the Band Room): 

Wednesday: 6:30 to 7:00 pm 

Saturday: 9:00 to 11:00 am (note new time!) and  

4:00 to 5:00 pm.  

Anytime by appointment (see back page for priest  

contact info) 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 

Wednesday: 9:00 am to 7:00 pm 

Saturday: 9:00 am to 12:00 pm (note new time!) 

 

During private prayer and confessions, please keep current 

social distancing practices and building capacities in mind 

(no more than 9 people in the church at a time, and keep at 

least six feet of distance from everyone else) 

 

The parish office is currently open 9 to 5 on weekdays as 

usual to accommodate for deliveries, maintenance,  

appointments, etc., but we are operating with limited staff 

and hours and we may not be able to return calls right 

away. Thank you for understanding. 



 

OUR STAFF Contact Information 

�

���������	
�������������������	
�������

����������������	���������

��������������������������������	���������	
�������

������	����������	�������

���������������	�������������������	��������������

Forma�on ,ext. 119; bredward@blsacrament.org�

�������� ���!������� ������������!�����

	
�����"������������#��������������������	�������

"��#��!���������������	��������$�����%�������	���

&��'����(��	
����)*��+��	�������������	�������

����$�����Administra�ve Assistant and Database 

%����	���	
�����,��	������������	��������

��!!����� �������	��������-	��������.��&����'�/��(�����

Bap�sm Prep, ext. 106; peggie@blsacrament.org�

��
�%�����������	��������0���������1�2���������

	
����*"��	������������	�������

$����"��� ��0��33		!	���	
�����,���

����	���������	�������

Ma� Regner  Director of Liturgy and Evangeliza�on,�
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We are still having Wednesday adoration and 

are in need of adorers! Please consider  

spending an hour with Our Lord. Visit this link 

to sign up for a slot: bit.ly/2uzsqqe 

�

Celebrating the 5th anniversary of Pope Francis’  

transformational encyclical, Laudato Si’ 

 

Care for Creation” and Laudato Si’ (Part I) 

 

�� The Pope’s encyclical, Laudato Si’, is a text of landmark  

        significance in Catholic Social Teaching. 

 

�� Francis, like his thirteenth-century namesake, calls the earth 

our “common home”, which is like our sister.  

 

�� But we are damaging this familial relationship as we  

        seriously degrade the environment. In so doing, we are  

        damaging our relationship with other humans, particularly        

        those least equipped to adjust to the changing environment:      

        the poor and future generations. 

 

�� The Pope encourages people to examine and change their 

lifestyles through sound ecological virtues, greater simplicity 

and less focus on material things. 

 

�� Francis extends an “urgent challenge to protect our  

       common home … to bring the whole human family together to        

       seek a sustainable and integral development, for we  

        know that things can change.” 

 

�� By taking personal action and reducing excessive  

        consumption and waste in our lives, we can meet our  

        obligation to reduce our impact on the environment while  

        creating a sustainable future for generations to follow. 

Subscribe to our email list and follow us  

on Facebook! 

 

We are sending parish-wide emails from Constant Contact 

every Tuesday and Friday for the time being. If you are not 

on this list, please email Erin in the parish office 

(erin@blsacrament.org) and she will add you. We will be live

-streaming Wednesday Masses at 8:30 am and Sunday 

Masses at 9:00 am on our Facebook page. Make sure to 

“like” us so you can be notified whenever we go live! If you 

do not have Facebook, you can still watch the Masses! You 

may just need to refresh the page if you don’t see the video 

at the time we go live. facebook.com/blsacrament/live 



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Blessed Sacrament, Madison, WI A 4C 01-0244

 

2272 South Beltline Court

www.flooringdesigns.com

(608) 255-4331 
Direct: (608) 327-5145

~ Proud Vendor of Blessed Sacrament ~

We’ll help you every step of the way.We’ll help you every step of the way.
Offering a continuum of care for seniors:Offering a continuum of care for seniors:  
> Independent Living   > Assisted Living 
> Memory Care   > Rehabilitation

Call 608-663-86000 or email madisonsales@oakparkplace.com Call 608-663-86000 or email madisonsales@oakparkplace.com 
718 Jupiter Dr., Madison, WI 53718 
oakparkplace.com/madison

One South Pinckney St., Ste. 818  • Madison, WI 53703 

608.729.0949608.729.0949 • isthmuspartnersllc.com isthmuspartnersllc.com 

vrodriguez@isthmuspartnersllc.com • Parishioner

Tailored Investment 
Management 

& Comprehensive 
Financial Planning

THE CURVE 
RESTAURANT

653 S. Park St. • 251-0311
Daily Specials/Home Made Soups

Open 7-Days A Week   
MON -FRI 6:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
SAT & SUN 6:00 AM -1:00 PM

We Make Smiles! 
William F.(Chip) Bird, DDS, MS   

Steven D. Peterson, DDS, MS 
Kevin J. Knutson, DDS, MS 

Sarah C. McDermott, DDS, MS

West  
202 S. Gammon Rd.            664-9500 

Verona  
1010 North Edge Trail        845-9292 

Northside  
1410 Northport Dr              249-2990 

Windsor  
6729 Lake Rd                     846-7358

www.orthomadison.com
Orthodontics for Teens, Childrens & Adults

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

• Development
• Management

• Build To Suit Expertise
www.buildtosuit.com

608-833-5590

 
Patrick Donovan, DDS 

749 University Row • Madison
(608) 238-7112

www.associateddentists.com

 

3610 Speedway Rd.

238-3434
www.CressFuneralService.com

 

608-225-5311

CRAIG RECOB 
Broker/Owner • Parish Member

www.craigrecob.com

W .  F .  B U T L E R 
PLUMBING INC.

Heaters - Water Softeners 
Repairs - Remodeling 

New Construction

2602 Monroe 233-1608

AUTOMOTIVE
REPAIR 

2422 Monroe St 

608-238-1414
Hours 8:00 am to 5:30 pm

Dennis Hellenbrand
Owner

 6182 Hwy VV • Sun Prairie, WI 53590 
608/825-7450

Free Estimates • Insured • Interior • Exterior

Saul Glazer • Parish Member 

608-260-2473

M A R T I N 
G L A S S  C O .

Windows - Mirrors - 
Thermopanes 

Screens Repaired

2323 Atwood Ave. • 249-0438

Spacious, Senior 55+ Apartments

 

 

 

 

“West” in Orchard Ridge 
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft. 

Incl Heat, Garage & Storage . 
No Pets, No Smoking! 

Spacious, 
Senior  55+ 
Apartments  

(O) 608-227-6543  
(C) 608-577-2451   
KellerApartments.com 

 

 

 

 

“West” in Orchard Ridge 
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft. 

Incl Heat, Garage & Storage . 
No Pets, No Smoking! 

Spacious, 
Senior  55+ 
Apartments  

(O) 608-227-6543  
(C) 608-577-2451   
KellerApartments.com 

 

 

 

 

“West” in Orchard Ridge 
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft. 

Incl Heat, Garage & Storage . 
No Pets, No Smoking! 

Spacious, 
Senior  55+ 
Apartments  

(O) 608-227-6543  
(C) 608-577-2451   
KellerApartments.com 

PH: (608) 836-7821 
Joanne Driscoll

Commercial Lighting  

 Waste Lamp And Ballast Recycling

7182 Hwy. 14, Suite 501, Middleton, WI 53562

Jason L Mascitti 
Financial Associate 
608-824-3523 
708 Heartland Trl, Suite 2800, Madison, WI 53717 
jason.mascitti@thrivent.com 
connect.thrivent.com/jason-mascitti 
Parish Member Since 1998

“World’s Most Ethical Companies” and “Ethisphere” names and marks are registered trademarks of 
Ethisphere LLC. For details, visit Ethisphere.com.                                                          27193 R5-19

Thrivent was named one of the 
“World’s Most Ethical Companies” 

by Ethisphere Institute  
2012-2020.

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827


