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Fifth Sunday in Easter            May 10, 2020 

Parish Mission Statement   

Blessed Sacrament Parish forms and nurtures 

active disciples of Christ, who love God and  

neighbor,  through the Dominican pillars  

of Prayer, Study, Community, & Ministry. 

Parish Vision Statement  

To be a flourishing faith community, with all 

parishioners engaged in transforming lives 

through evangelization and discipleship. 

"In my Father's house there are many dwelling places.  

If  there were not, would I have told you  

that I am going to prepare a place for you?  

And if  I go and prepare a place for you,  

I will come back again and take you to myself,  

so that where I am you also may be."  

 

John 14:2-3 

Photo by Thomas Millot on Unsplash 



Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Fr. Andy McAlpin, O.P.—Pastor 

fr.andy@blsacrament.org  

Trust 

 

As most of you know, the federal government has passed several laws in order to help those out of work and small 

businesses with funds to survive the Covid-19 crisis. The money from the first round of the Payroll Protection Program was 

scooped up almost as fast as it was released. One had to be a quick draw with the application process to get the help 

offered in order to protect workers not on the job or on limited hours. Churches qualified for this program also. Basically 

every small business and non-profit that has employees are qualified to apply. There was no guarantee your business 

would get the funds, but all could apply. Knowing that one other Catholic church in Madison had been approved made it 

appear that we were a shoe-in to get some help from the PPP. We finished and submitted the application to the bank and 

waited for the second round to be signed into law. 

  

In the meantime, I was struggling with my conscience as I finished the application. Something seemed off in the whole 

process to me. Two things in particular bothered me. Since the first day of our social distancing and isolation, which 

eliminated public celebration of the Eucharist and greatly restricted most of our ministries in the parish, there has been 

almost no drop in Sunday collections. April of this year matched April of last year. March was the same also, and May is off 

to a good start. If our financial picture has not changed and we look like there is not a problem at all meeting our salaries in 

the parish and school, why are we asking for money from the government? I am sure you and I can come up with many 

reasons to apply and take the money, but I was struck by something that was said as the Finance Council discussed the 

application: with the king’s coin, comes the king. What would we be opening ourselves up to by accepting this money? 

What audits and restrictions might come about with rule changes and fine print we might not be aware of. Still, why not 

apply? This was a compelling argument, but not the one that sealed the decision for me. 

  

Obediently accepting the assignment to be the pastor of Blessed Sacrament came with much prayer and what I consider a 

covenant with Jesus Christ. It is all summed up in the Divine Mercy image from St. Faustina’s life and diary: Jesus, I trust in 

you! I prayed to the Lord that I would faithfully seek to do His Holy Will in fulfilling the duties as a shepherd of souls and 

preach faithfully the Gospel and always trust in Him alone, and that trust is complete and absolute. I will preach the Gospel 

and faithfully celebrate the Sacraments for the salvation of all the souls at Blessed Sacrament, and you, Lord, will provide 

for the needs of this parish, in good times and bad times, in sickness and in health, and even until death may take me. I 

have tried to fulfill my promise. It has not always been smooth and easy, but it has been incredibly fulfilling to preach Jesus 

Christ and to walk with all of you on your personal faith journey. God has provided. You have provided from your prayer 

and your treasure, and in this difficult moment of our faith journey, we are doing well and continue to pay our staff and 

faculty and are able to keep the parish moving forward with complete trust and love of Our Savior Jesus Christ. I wish to 

again thank all of you for your trust in the staff and faculty of Blessed Sacrament and your unwavering support! Most of all, 

I thank our Loving God for blessing us in so many ways and keeping the promises He made to us many times throughout 

history, but especially what he clearly said to the Disciples at the end of the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 28, verses 19-20, 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and behold, I am with you always, to the close of the 

age.” 

 

God bless! 

 

 



      May 10, 2020       

Mothers Day Roses! 

Today, May 10, is Mothers Day! 

We will bless roses at the 9:00 

am live-streamed Mass and offer 

a blessing to all mothers. Then, 

from noon to 1:00 pm and 4:00 

to 5:00 pm, staff will be present outside the Church on 

Rowley Ave to hand out roses. Pick one or a few up for 

your mom, grandmother, godmother, and any other  

mothers in your life! If you can’t come by during drive-by 

pick-up, they will be in the main entrance of the church. 

 

Mass intention openings 

We have a few open Mass intentions in the month of May! 

Masses aren’t public yet, but our priests are still offering 

Masses for your intentions. We can schedule two intentions 

per day. Please contact Erin in the parish office to check 

availability! 

 

Extended Saturday adoration and confessions 

In an effort to allow more people to come to Saturday 

morning adoration during this time of social-distancing and 

limited building capacities, we’re extending Saturday  

adoration. It will now run from 9:00 am to noon.  

Confessions will be available 9:00 to 11:00 am;  

Fr. Andy will hear confessions 9:00-10:00, and Fr. Samuel 

will hear them 10:00-11:00. 

 

“The Chosen” DVDs available 

Fr. Andy has been recommending the series “The Chosen” 

to people; if you download the app you have access to  

season 1. We have also purchased 10 copies of season 1 

on DVD. They are available for check-out in the office.  

New and Noteworthy 

Stewardship Report 

 

April 2020 

Total:  $73,975.94 

 

April 2019: $72,873.89 

Fiscal year-to-date (July 1 ‘19-Apr 30, ‘20): $694,473.54 

Same time last year (July 1 ‘18 –Apr 30, ‘19): $698,151.90 

�

Celebrating the 5th anniversary of Pope Francis’  

transformational encyclical, Laudato Si’ 

“Care for Creation” and Laudato Si’ (Part 2) 

�� The Pope’s encyclical, Laudato Si, challenges us to 

rethink our relationship with nature. 

�� He calls for “personal and communal” conversion 

away from consumerism and “’collective selfishness.” 

�� This is not a call to return to the “Stone Age,” but a 

challenge to slow down and understand that the path we 

are on is unsustainable. 

�� Our self-absorbed love of technology is part of the 

problem. This has led to the misplaced idea that the 

earth’s resources are infinite, and that economic growth 

and technology alone can solve global hunger and  

poverty. 

�� Francis forthrightly dismisses the idea that popula-

tion growth is to blame for environmental damage; such 

a suggestion is often a way of refusing to reduce over-

consumption by the affluent. 

�� While we elevate our concerns for other of God’s 

creatures, likewise, there is no room for antisocial  

versions of environmentalism which devalues humans.  

Reverence for nature is only authentic if we have  

compassion for fellow humans. 



Mass Intentions 
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Mass intentions are available by calling the parish office at  

608-238-3471 or emailing erin@blsacrament.org. 

Please pray for all those who are ill, especially: 

�

Andy Devine, Dan Brigham, Alexander Kotloski, Henry  

Pitot, David Stiennon, John Ouellette, Paul Werth, Cormac 

Bower, Helen Karls, Sarah Opitz-Stapleton, Adrian  

Stransky, Bill Vanden Brook,  Dave Wirka, Pat Ryan,  

Ila Elizabeth Scullion, Mateo Nieto, Linda Kelly, Colleen 

Brown, and Bill Sotis 

We are still having Wednesday adoration and 

are in need of adorers! Please consider  

spending an hour with Our Lord. Visit this link 

to sign up for a slot: bit.ly/2uzsqqe 

Readings for the Week of  May 10, 2020 

 

Sunday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 [22]/1 Pt 2:4-9/

Jn 14:1-12 

Monday: Acts 14:5-18/Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16 [1ab]/ 

Jn 14:21-26 

Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21  

[cf. 12]/Jn 14:27-31a 

Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [cf. 1]/

Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 

[8]/Jn 15:9-17 

Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 [10a]/ 

Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5 [2a]/Jn 15:18-21 

Next Sunday: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 

20 [1]/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 

Mass intentions procedures 

 

Effective immediately and until further notice, our priests 

will each be celebrating one private Mass per day, 7 days 

a week. Those who have requested intentions at Masses 

will still have their intention remembered at Mass by the  

celebrating priest; we will now list Mass intentions not by 

time, but by celebrant. Since we typically do 3 public  

Masses on Sundays and one on Monday, one of the  

Sunday Mass intentions will be moved to Monday. 

 

On Fridays, one of the Masses will always be offered for 

an end to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Church and Office procedures 

 

During private prayer and confessions (see the back page 

for prayer and confession hours!), please keep current  

social distancing practices and building capacities in mind 

(no more than 9 people in the church at a time, and keep at 

least six feet of distance from everyone else). If you come 

by for confession or prayer and there are 9 people in the 

church or Assembly Hall, please step outside and wait for 

someone to leave. 

 

The parish office is currently open 9 to 5 on weekdays as 

usual to accommodate for deliveries, maintenance,  

appointments, etc., but we are operating with limited staff 

and hours and we may not be able to return calls right 

away. Thank you for understanding. 
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2272 South Beltline Court

www.flooringdesigns.com

(608) 255-4331 
Direct: (608) 327-5145

~ Proud Vendor of Blessed Sacrament ~

We’ll help you every step of the way.We’ll help you every step of the way.
Offering a continuum of care for seniors:Offering a continuum of care for seniors:  
> Independent Living   > Assisted Living 
> Memory Care   > Rehabilitation

Call 608-663-86000 or email madisonsales@oakparkplace.com Call 608-663-86000 or email madisonsales@oakparkplace.com 
718 Jupiter Dr., Madison, WI 53718 
oakparkplace.com/madison

One South Pinckney St., Ste. 818  • Madison, WI 53703 

608.729.0949608.729.0949 • isthmuspartnersllc.com isthmuspartnersllc.com 

vrodriguez@isthmuspartnersllc.com • Parishioner

Tailored Investment 
Management 

& Comprehensive 
Financial Planning

THE CURVE 
RESTAURANT

653 S. Park St. • 251-0311
Daily Specials/Home Made Soups

Open 7-Days A Week   
MON -FRI 6:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
SAT & SUN 6:00 AM -1:00 PM

We Make Smiles! 
William F.(Chip) Bird, DDS, MS   

Steven D. Peterson, DDS, MS 
Kevin J. Knutson, DDS, MS 

Sarah C. McDermott, DDS, MS

West  
202 S. Gammon Rd.            664-9500 

Verona  
1010 North Edge Trail        845-9292 

Northside  
1410 Northport Dr              249-2990 

Windsor  
6729 Lake Rd                     846-7358

www.orthomadison.com
Orthodontics for Teens, Childrens & Adults

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

• Development
• Management

• Build To Suit Expertise
www.buildtosuit.com

608-833-5590

 
Patrick Donovan, DDS 

749 University Row • Madison
(608) 238-7112

www.associateddentists.com

 

3610 Speedway Rd.

238-3434
www.CressFuneralService.com

 

608-225-5311

CRAIG RECOB 
Broker/Owner • Parish Member

www.craigrecob.com

W .  F .  B U T L E R 
PLUMBING INC.

Heaters - Water Softeners 
Repairs - Remodeling 

New Construction

2602 Monroe 233-1608

AUTOMOTIVE
REPAIR 

2422 Monroe St 

608-238-1414
Hours 8:00 am to 5:30 pm

Dennis Hellenbrand
Owner

 6182 Hwy VV • Sun Prairie, WI 53590 
608/825-7450

Free Estimates • Insured • Interior • Exterior

Saul Glazer • Parish Member 

608-260-2473

M A R T I N 
G L A S S  C O .

Windows - Mirrors - 
Thermopanes 

Screens Repaired

2323 Atwood Ave. • 249-0438

Spacious, Senior 55+ Apartments

 

 

 

 

“West” in Orchard Ridge 
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft. 

Incl Heat, Garage & Storage . 
No Pets, No Smoking! 

Spacious, 
Senior  55+ 
Apartments  

(O) 608-227-6543  
(C) 608-577-2451   
KellerApartments.com 

 

 

 

 

“West” in Orchard Ridge 
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft. 

Incl Heat, Garage & Storage . 
No Pets, No Smoking! 

Spacious, 
Senior  55+ 
Apartments  

(O) 608-227-6543  
(C) 608-577-2451   
KellerApartments.com 

 

 

 

 

“West” in Orchard Ridge 
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft. 

Incl Heat, Garage & Storage . 
No Pets, No Smoking! 

Spacious, 
Senior  55+ 
Apartments  

(O) 608-227-6543  
(C) 608-577-2451   
KellerApartments.com 

PH: (608) 836-7821 
Joanne Driscoll

Commercial Lighting  

 Waste Lamp And Ballast Recycling

7182 Hwy. 14, Suite 501, Middleton, WI 53562

Jason L Mascitti 
Financial Associate 
608-824-3523 
708 Heartland Trl, Suite 2800, Madison, WI 53717 
jason.mascitti@thrivent.com 
connect.thrivent.com/jason-mascitti 
Parish Member Since 1998

“World’s Most Ethical Companies” and “Ethisphere” names and marks are registered trademarks of 
Ethisphere LLC. For details, visit Ethisphere.com.                                                          27193 R5-19

Thrivent was named one of the 
“World’s Most Ethical Companies” 

by Ethisphere Institute  
2012-2020.

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827


