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The Ascension of the Lord            May 24, 2020 

Parish Mission Statement   

Blessed Sacrament Parish forms and nurtures 

active disciples of Christ, who love God and  

neighbor,  through the Dominican pillars  

of Prayer, Study, Community, & Ministry. 

Parish Vision Statement  

To be a flourishing faith community, with all 

parishioners engaged in transforming lives 

through evangelization and discipleship. 

“And behold, I am with 

you always, until the end 

of the age.” 

 

Matthew 28:20 

Benjamin West, “The Ascension” 



The Ascension of the Lord 

Fr. Samuel Hakeem, O.P. 

frsamuel@blsacrament.org  

Drive-Thru Tap Rooms: Catholicism Lived In A Time of Pandemic 

 

Last week’s drive-thru Tap Room at Blessed Sacrament was so great! I enjoyed seeing so many of you again, some for the first time 

since mid-March. It was an absolutely beautiful day weather-wise, which made the experience that much better! We supported our 

local small businesses during this time of difficulty for restaurants, breweries, and farmers; the vendors seemed very happy with the 

event. Thanks to Rosary Altar Society for putting these events together! 

 

During the event I got to visit a bit with Zak Koga, one of the owners of Karben4 Brewing. These events were Zak’s idea, and the story 

behind them is worth telling. Zak told me he was very sad when he heard the bishop’s announcement back in March that public 

Masses would be suspended. “It made me realize how serious this thing is, and it left me asking: how can we keep people away from 

the Church, from gathering together and seeing each other?” I’m sure his own business was on his mind, as well. On his drive into the 

brewery that morning from his house in Waunakee, Zak came up with an idea: use the church as a gathering point, support 

businesses, and gather the people together in the safest way possible. 

 

Zak applied immediately for an event permit, beginning with his home parish of St. John The Baptist in Waunakee. He laughed as he 

told me he was probably the only person in the state applying for an event permit as the state began shutting down and enacting a 

safer at home order; despite initial skepticism and some precautionary hoops to jump through, though, the permit was eventually 

granted. Partnering with a few other small businesses--mainly food vendors and restaurants--Karben4 hosted the first Drive Thru Tap 

Room at St. John The Baptist. It was a massive success, much better than Karben4 expected it to be! Since then the operation has 

expanded to St. Maria Goretti, Blessed Sacrament, and now others as well. 

 

Now one might look at this and think, Great! A small business owner thought of a neat idea to keep his business afloat during this 

difficult time. And such a reading is true; however, what Zak and Karben4 have done is much more than just this, and I believe Zak’s 

Catholic faith has a part to play. Zak reached out to the church, acknowledging it as a place of community. This fact was more 

apparent in the past, when the church was truly the place of gathering in medieval towns and villages. It’s still the case in many 

locations around the world, including more rural areas of our own country. The church gathers to worship, but in doing so truly 

becomes a community, aware of and sharing in each other’s joys, blessings, pains, and difficulties. It’s one of the hallmarks of Blessed 

Sacrament--we truly are a community, united as the Body of Christ. 

 

Notice, though, that Zak was not simply focused on himself and his own business. He brought along other small businesses similarly 

in need during this time. As a microbrewery, Karben4 has the ability to get event permits for specific types of events more easily than 

other businesses. He has a full staff of people available and ready to work, and his brewery is even manufacturing hand sanitizer, so 

protection was easier to handle. Plus, it’s an opportunity to introduce a large group of people to some of these smaller businesses and 

vendors. This, in my opinion, is a fantastic example of the Catholic Social Teaching principle of subsidiarity. 

 

Subsidiarity is the principle by which higher authority assists lower authority in fulfilling its function. It’s a bottom-up approach to 

governing and operating society; when a need arises, the lowest level of authority capable of supporting steps in to assist. For 

example, if a problem arises in a neighborhood, the neighbors should begin by first going to one another. If they themselves cannot 

solve the issue, they would go to their alderperson for assistance. If the alderperson is unable to address the issue, it might make its 

way up to the state congress or the mayor. It would be silly for the neighbors to begin by petitioning the governor or president for 

assistance before exploring options with these lower levels. Subsidiarity respects and uplifts all members of the community, realizing 

that many issues which arise can be addressed at the local level. Doing so gives the citizens a sense of responsibility for and 

ownership of the community, thus utilizing each person’s unique gifts and uniting the community more deeply. Often subsidiarity sees 

lateral levels of support step in to help one another. This is exactly what Zak has done: he’s used his abilities to support not just his 

own business, but others like his, as well. Perhaps some of these businesses won’t have to dip as far into federal support, thanks to 

the support of the local level. 

 

(continued on next page) 



      May 24, 2020       

Happy Memorial Day! 

Memorial Day is Monday, May 25! The parish office will 

be CLOSED that day. 

 

Summer Deacon Assignment 

Last weekend, 3 brothers from the Central Province were 

ordained to the diaconate (including Br. James Pierce 

Cavanaugh, who spent his pastoral year with us in 2017-

2018)! The newly-ordained Rev. Br. Ben Keller, O.P., will 

be spending the summer at Blessed Sacrament as part of 

his diaconate formation; he’ll be arriving next weekend! 

 

Mass intention openings 

We have several open Mass intentions in the coming 

weeks! Masses will be offered publically again starting at 

Pentecost (see info on the left). Please contact Erin in the 

parish office to check availability! 

 

“The Chosen” DVDs available 

Fr. Andy has been recommending the series “The Chosen” 

to people; if you download the app you have access to  

season 1. We have also purchased 10 copies of season 1 

on DVD. They are available for check-out in the office.  

New and Noteworthy 

Stewardship Report 

 

April 2020 

Total:  $73,975.94 

 

April 2019: $72,873.89 

Fiscal year-to-date (July 1 ‘19-Apr 30, ‘20): $694,473.54 

Same time last year (July 1 ‘18 –Apr 30, ‘19): $698,151.90 

(continued bulletin article) 

 

It’s this type of Catholic creativity and ingenuity which makes the 

faith come alive! Yes, we gather to worship, and yes, the  

Eucharist is the source and summit of our faith. However, if all 

we do is gather to worship, if reception of the Eucharist is the 

end-all and be-all of our faith, then we are cutting ourselves 

short and not bringing to life the graces received in the  

Eucharist. Our gathering together in prayer and worship, our 

reception of the Eucharist, builds us up in grace. It equips us to 

sanctify and build up ��������and the world. Zak is an  

impressive example of Catholic values well-lived; I’d like to think 

it’s influenced the fantastic tastes of his beers, too! My favorite 

from the event? Cabernet Barrel Aged Lady Luck. Exquisite!  

 

 

Important information regarding the return of 

public Masses at Blessed Sacrament 

 

As of Thursday, May 21, when this bulletin was sent in for 

printing, we had not yet issued guidelines for the return of 

public Mass at Blessed Sacrament Parish. Please keep an 

eye on our website and the emails we send for updates 

(are you subscribed to our emails? Contact 

erin@blsacrament.org to be added to the list!), or call the 

parish office for updates (Erin is generally in the office after 

1:00 pm, Monday through Thursday, or you can leave a 

message for one of our priests). 

 

Beginning next weekend (May 30 and 31), we will have six 

Masses per weekend and we will operate at 25% capacity, 

per directives from Dane County. Our new schedule for 

Sunday Masses will be: Saturday Masses at 5:00 pm and 

7:00 pm, and Sunday Masses at 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 

am, and 12:30 pm. We will use a sign-up system and  

require people to sign up for their preferred Mass, if they 

choose to attend; again, watch our communication  

channels for this! Further information will also be printed in 

next weekend’s bulletin. 

 

After next weekend, public celebrations of daily Masses 

will resume as normal. We will not require signing up in 

advance for daily Masses, but many of the same health 

and safety directives will still apply. 



Mass Intentions 
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Mass intentions are available by calling the parish office at  

608-238-3471 or emailing erin@blsacrament.org. 

Please pray for all those who are ill, especially: 

�

Andy Devine, Dan Brigham, Alexander Kotloski, Henry  

Pitot, David Stiennon, John Ouellette, Paul Werth, Cormac 

Bower, Helen Karls, Sarah Opitz-Stapleton, Adrian  

Stransky, Bill Vanden Brook,  Dave Wirka, Pat Ryan,  

Ila Elizabeth Scullion, Mateo Nieto, Linda Kelly, Colleen 

Brown, and Bill Sotis 

We are still having Wednesday adoration and 

are in need of adorers! Please consider  

spending an hour with Our Lord. Visit this link 

to sign up for a slot: bit.ly/2uzsqqe 

Readings for the Week of  May 24, 2020 

Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/

Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 

Monday: Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab [33a]/ 

Jn 16:29-33 

Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21 [33a]/ 

Jn 17:1-11a 

Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-

36ab [33a]/Jn 17:11b-19 

Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8,  

9-10, 11 [1]/Jn 17:20-26 

Friday: Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab [19a]/

Jn 21:15-19 

Saturday: Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11:4, 5 and 7 

[cf. 7b]/Jn 21:20-25 

Next Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 

37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 

30]/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39.  

Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 [cf. 30]/ 

1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-2 

Church and Office procedures 

 

During private prayer and confessions (see the back page 

for prayer and confession hours!), please keep current  

social distancing practices and building capacities in mind 

(keep at least six feet of distance from everyone else).  

 

The parish office is currently open 9 to 5 on weekdays as 

usual to accommodate for deliveries, maintenance,  

appointments, etc., but we are operating with limited staff 

and hours and we may not be able to return calls right 

away. Thank you for understanding. 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of  

Mary Rue Howard Suker, mother of our parishioner Jane 

McMurray, who passed away this past week.  



 

OUR STAFF Contact Information 
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Forma�on ,ext. 119; bredward@blsacrament.org�
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Bap�sm Prep, ext. 106; peggie@blsacrament.org�

��
�%�����������	��������0���������1�2���������

	
����*"��	������������	�������

$����"��� ��0��33		!	���	
�����,���

����	���������	�������

Ma� Regner  Director of Liturgy and Evangeliza�on,�

ext. 138; ma*@blsacrament.org�
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2272 South Beltline Court

www.flooringdesigns.com

(608) 255-4331 
Direct: (608) 327-5145

~ Proud Vendor of Blessed Sacrament ~

We’ll help you every step of the way.We’ll help you every step of the way.
Offering a continuum of care for seniors:Offering a continuum of care for seniors:  
> Independent Living   > Assisted Living 
> Memory Care   > Rehabilitation

Call 608-663-86000 or email madisonsales@oakparkplace.com Call 608-663-86000 or email madisonsales@oakparkplace.com 
718 Jupiter Dr., Madison, WI 53718 
oakparkplace.com/madison

One South Pinckney St., Ste. 818  • Madison, WI 53703 

608.729.0949608.729.0949 • isthmuspartnersllc.com isthmuspartnersllc.com 

vrodriguez@isthmuspartnersllc.com • Parishioner

Tailored Investment 
Management 

& Comprehensive 
Financial Planning

THE CURVE 
RESTAURANT

653 S. Park St. • 251-0311
Daily Specials/Home Made Soups

Open 7-Days A Week   
MON -FRI 6:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
SAT & SUN 6:00 AM -1:00 PM

We Make Smiles! 
William F.(Chip) Bird, DDS, MS   

Steven D. Peterson, DDS, MS 
Kevin J. Knutson, DDS, MS 

Sarah C. McDermott, DDS, MS

West  
202 S. Gammon Rd.            664-9500 

Verona  
1010 North Edge Trail        845-9292 

Northside  
1410 Northport Dr              249-2990 

Windsor  
6729 Lake Rd                     846-7358

www.orthomadison.com
Orthodontics for Teens, Childrens & Adults

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

• Development
• Management

• Build To Suit Expertise
www.buildtosuit.com

608-833-5590

 
Patrick Donovan, DDS 

749 University Row • Madison
(608) 238-7112

www.associateddentists.com

 

3610 Speedway Rd.

238-3434
www.CressFuneralService.com

 

W .  F .  B U T L E R 
PLUMBING INC.

Heaters - Water Softeners 
Repairs - Remodeling 

New Construction

2602 Monroe 233-1608

AUTOMOTIVE
REPAIR 

2422 Monroe St 

608-238-1414
Hours 8:00 am to 5:30 pm

Dennis Hellenbrand
Owner

 6182 Hwy VV • Sun Prairie, WI 53590 
608/825-7450

Free Estimates • Insured • Interior • Exterior

Saul Glazer • Parish Member 

608-260-2473

M A R T I N 
G L A S S  C O .

Windows - Mirrors - 
Thermopanes 

Screens Repaired

2323 Atwood Ave. • 249-0438

Spacious, Senior 55+ Apartments

 

 

 

 

“West” in Orchard Ridge 
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft. 

Incl Heat, Garage & Storage . 
No Pets, No Smoking! 

Spacious, 
Senior  55+ 
Apartments  

(O) 608-227-6543  
(C) 608-577-2451   
KellerApartments.com 

 

 

 

 

“West” in Orchard Ridge 
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft. 

Incl Heat, Garage & Storage . 
No Pets, No Smoking! 

Spacious, 
Senior  55+ 
Apartments  

(O) 608-227-6543  
(C) 608-577-2451   
KellerApartments.com 

 

 

 

 

“West” in Orchard Ridge 
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft. 

Incl Heat, Garage & Storage . 
No Pets, No Smoking! 

Spacious, 
Senior  55+ 
Apartments  

(O) 608-227-6543  
(C) 608-577-2451   
KellerApartments.com 

PH: (608) 836-7821 
Joanne Driscoll

Commercial Lighting  

 Waste Lamp And Ballast Recycling

7182 Hwy. 14, Suite 501, Middleton, WI 53562

Jason L Mascitti 
Financial Associate 
608-824-3523 
708 Heartland Trl, Suite 2800, Madison, WI 53717 
jason.mascitti@thrivent.com 
connect.thrivent.com/jason-mascitti 
Parish Member Since 1998

“World’s Most Ethical Companies” and “Ethisphere” names and marks are registered trademarks of 
Ethisphere LLC. For details, visit Ethisphere.com.                                                          27193 R5-19

Thrivent was named one of the 
“World’s Most Ethical Companies” 

by Ethisphere Institute  
2012-2020.

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827


