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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

December 27, 2020

“When God in his eternal
wisdom resolved to redeem
mankind, he had infinite ways
in which to do it. There were
shapes and forms we can think
of, such as sending the Messiah
as an angel in great power and
glory, or as a mighty king on
horseback...But no, Almighty
God chose none of those ways,
but instead, sent His only Son
as a little child into a family.”
Maria von Trapp
Carlo Maratta, “St. Joseph
with the Christ Child

Parish Mission Statement
Blessed Sacrament Parish forms and nurtures
active disciples of Christ, who love God and
neighbor, through the Dominican pillars
of Prayer, Study, Community, & Ministry.
Mass Times

Monday & Friday: 8:30 AM
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 7:00 & 8:30 AM
Saturday: 8:30 AM & Vigil Mass: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, & 11:00 AM

Parish Vision Statement
To be a flourishing faith community, with all
parishioners engaged in transforming lives
through evangelization and discipleship.
Eucharistic Adoration

Wednesday: 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM
Saturday: 9:00 to 10:00 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Wednesday: 6:30 to 7:00 PM
Saturday: 9:00 to 10:00 AM & 4:15 to 4:45 PM
Sunday: 7:00 to 7:30 AM & 10:15 to10:45 AM

The Holy Family
Br. Edward van Merrienboer, O.P.
bredward@blsacrament.org

The Worst Year
I cannot count the number of times I have heard people say that 2020 will be the worst year of their lives. The impact of
the Covid-19 virus on the world is still being measured. On a more personal level, our social lives have been disrupted in
every detail. Vacation cancelled, school online, church live streamed and on and on—so much has been removed from
our normal way of living. And most of all, we have lost family and friends to the virus. At times I personally have found life
to be just plain boring. Yes, this has been the worst of times, but that is not the full story of this year.
Today, we celebrate the feast of the Holy Family, the most perfect example to actualized love in human history. It is in this
context that the Divine Savior will grow “in wisdom and the favor of God.” It is safe to say that daily life in Nazareth could
be quite boring at times. There was no Disney Land in ancient Israel nor was there football games. Theirs was a life
marked by simplicity with low social contact outside of their village community. It was because of this, not despite it, that
Mary and Joseph learned to trust in God’s plan for them. It was in their daily intimate communication that they learn the
way of the Lord. It was in the ordinary events of their lives that the plan of our salvation would take shape. It was a house
of love, mercy, and compassion.
During this Christmas season I had a lengthy conversation with one of my former college students. He is now the father of
three young boys. He and his wife both work so they depend on daycare and kindergarten for a good part of their daily
routine but that all ended with Covid-19. His wife continues to work out of the house in health care, but he is working from
home with the boys. I mentioned that must be stressful at times for him. “Yes, it is.” he said, “but something wonderful has
also happened.” He has gotten to know each of his sons in a new and unique way. The oldest loves to read and to share
what he is learning at dinner time. The middle one enjoys watching him work on the computer and uses the fact that he
cannot see the screen well to sit on his Dad’s lap. The baby is busy training their new puppy how to obey. It sounded like
a wild circus to me, but he said he has never been so happy being with them all the time. He claims that this has been a
high point in his life and will miss them when normal returns.
This conversation has made me reflect on my own life at this time and see the blessings that have come my way this
year. While I live in a religious family that is not quite the same as yours, it has been a time for us to spend quality time
together. It has been a time when all of us tried to do that little extra to make this a time of grace.
As we say farewell to 2020, looking with hope that the new year will free us from Covid-19 and we can return to our past
ways of living, let us not forget the blessings that have been part of this past year’s story. We have all learned new ways to
be parents, brothers and sisters and friends.
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New and Noteworthy

Holiday office hours

The parish office will close for New Years Wednesday,
December 30 at noon and remain closed December 31
and January 1.

March for Life Chicago in Madison!
Saturday, January 2

We’re hosting a caravan of cars, led by Fr. Andy, to join the
March for Life 2021 event on January 2 at the Alliant
Energy Center! Caravan leaves at noon for the 1:00 pm
rally. We’ll stay safe and warm in our cars and hear
speakers over FM radio. You can also bring a pack of
diapers to donate to local pregnancy centers! Visit
marchforlifechicago.org/tour for updates on logistics,
safety, and more. Contact Susanna Hero with questions:
608-255-2020.

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
Friday, January 1, 2021
Masses: 8:30 am, 7:00 pm

Both Masses will be live-streamed on YouTube!

A call for Witness to Love mentor couples
A little over a month ago, we announced Witness to Love,
our new marriage preparation program at the parish.
If you have been married for at least five years and would
be willing to put your name out there as a potential mentor
couple, please contact Matt (matt@blsacrament.org;
608-238-3471 x138). He would like to put together a
handful of short bios that can be shared with engaged
couples, who will then be able to choose a mentor couple
with a bit more context. And just to be clear, you aren't
expected to have a "perfect" marriage. Rather, we're
looking for couples who will share what they have learned
about marriage and accompany a young couple in their
own process of preparation.


Thank you so much for considering volunteering in this
important and joyful role!

Opportunities to Give and Serve
Personal Care Item Drive through St. Vincent de Paul
Blessed Sacrament's SVdP conference will be holding a
collection for personal care items the weekend of January
9th and 10th. These items are offered at the drive-thru food
pantry and can help families stretch tight budgets. Most
needed items are: Toilet paper, Toothpaste,
Toothbrushes, Shampoo, Laundry detergent,
Conditioner, Deodorant, Bar Soap, Dish soap,
Cleaning supplies. Conference members will be available
at church entrances January 9/10 to accept your
donations. If you are unable to attend church that weekend
you may put your contributions in the SVdP box in the
elevator entrance or continue to show your support through
prayers and any financial contributions you are able to
make.
Luke House Meal Program
Blessed Sacrament has committed to providing meals for
Luke House on the 4th Monday of the month for the 20202021 school year and we’re looking for volunteers to
provide food and other items! If you sign up, please note
that you are committing to providing items EACH month.
See this sign-up for more information and to see how you
can help! tinyurl.com/yyxrwaxa
Red Cross Blood Drive
Thursday, January 7, 1:00-6:00 pm
Assembly Hall
Our Respect Life committee is hosting another Blood Drive
at Blessed Sacrament on January 7! To make an
appointment or to learn more, download the American Red
Cross Blood Donor App, visit redcrossblood.org, or call
1-800-Red Cross. Completion of a RapidPass online health
history questionnaire found at redcrossblood.org/rapidpass
is encouraged to speed up the donation process.

Featured FORMED
content
It’s no longer Advent, but the Christmas season has just
begun! The Augustine Institute has a new spiritual
pilgrimage for viewing called “Adventus,” exploring the
places in the Holy Land where the story of our salvation
played out.
Sign up for our FORMED subscription at
blsacrament.formed.org | code: 2RC7NR

Mass Intentions

Mass, Church, and Office procedures
We are no longer requiring sign-ups for Sunday
Masses, but keep an eye on our website and parish
communications for changes to this. See our website
(blsacrament.org/safety-updates) to learn more about
our Mass safety procedures.
The Assembly Hall is open during the 9:00 am and
11:00 am Masses on Sundays! We will use our projector
to broadcast the live-stream of the Mass. Please follow all
normal safety precautions if you sit in Assembly Hall.
During private prayer and confessions (see front cover for
adoration and confession times!), please keep adequate
distance (6 feet or more) from others.
Per Dane County’s emergency order #8, please wear a
mask in the church during Mass and private prayer
when others are present, and when entering the school
and parish center.

Readings for the Week of December 27, 2020
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/Ps 128:1-2,
3, 4-5 [cf. 1] or Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [7a, 8a]/
Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/
Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40
Monday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/
Mt 2:13-18
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/
Lk 2:22-35
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]
Lk 2:36-40
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/
Jn 1:1-18
Friday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/
Lk 2:16-21
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/
Jn 1:19-28
Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
[cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Please pray for all those who are ill, especially:


Andy Devine, Dan Brigham, Alexander Kotloski, Henry
Pitot, David Stiennon, John Ouellette, Paul Werth, Cormac
Bower, Helen Karls, Sarah Opitz-Stapleton, Adrian
Stransky, Dave Wirka, Ila Elizabeth Scullion, Linda Kelly,
Joe Cooper, and Colleen Brown.
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Mass intentions are available by calling the parish office at
608-238-3471 or emailing erin@blsacrament.org.

We are still having Wednesday adoration and
are in need of adorers! Please consider
spending an hour with Our Lord. Visit
blsacrament.org/adoration to sign up!

Stewardship Report
November 2020
Total: $81,669.44
November 2019: $61,826.54

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
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THIS WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP RECOMMENDATION:
Keep It Simple!

Pope Francis cautions us to avoid the “culture of consumerism”
when he says, “A constant flood of new consumer goods can
baffle the heart and prevent us from cherishing each thing and
each moment.” A simpler “outer” life, free of clutter and distraction,
makes it easier to be more spiritual. In turn, spirituality leads to a
less attached and simpler outer life. A virtuous circle! Material
simplicity is an intentional pathway to more joy, happiness
and the flourishing of God’s Creation. Filter acquisition decisions
through a lens of needs v. wants. “Less is more.”

Start planning NOW for the annual Men’s Retreat at the
Jesuit Retreat House in Oshkosh!
February 18-21 (Thursday through Sunday)
Every year for about 40 years, men from Blessed
Sacrament and other Madison parishes have been
attending a retreat at the Jesuit Retreat House on Lake
Winnebago. The coming year’s Men #008 Retreat will
begin with dinner Thursday and ends with lunch on
Sunday. All are invited despite financial constraints due to
the generosity of those who can do more. Preached
retreats are planned to be on-site, but the effort to prevent
the spread of the COVID-19 virus require changes in how
retreats are conducted and most importantly, how
many retreatants can be welcomed on-site.
Please visit www.jesuitretreathouse.org/index.cfm to
register and to read about JHR’s efforts to provide a safe
environment for retreatants and staff. Please feel free to
contact Steve Sadoff, Retreat Coordinator,
at healprint@gmail.com or 608-770-9778.

MARTIN
GLASS CO.
Windows - Mirrors Thermopanes
Screens Repaired

Saul Glazer • Parish Member

608-260-2473

2323 Atwood Ave. • 249-0438

AUTOMOTIVE
REPAIR
2422 Monroe St

608-238-1414
Hours 8:00 am to 5:30 pm
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

Spacious,
Senior
55+
Spacious,
Senior
55+
Spacious, Senior 55+
Apartments
Apartments

Spacious,
• Development
• Management
Senior
55+
• Build To Suit Expertise
www.buildtosuit.com
Apartments

Apartments
“West” in Orchard Ridge

608-833-5590

Dennis Hellenbrand
Owner

6182 Hwy VV • Sun Prairie, WI 53590

608/825-7450
Free Estimates • Insured • Interior • Exterior

Jason L Mascitti
Financial Associate
708 Heartland Trl, Suite 2800, Madison, WI 53717
608-824-3523
Parish Member Since 1998
27193 R6-20

PH: (608) 836-7821
Chris Driscoll

Commercial Lighting
Waste Lamp And Ballast Recycling

7182 Hwy. 14, Suite 501, Middleton, WI 53562

“West” in Orchard Ridge
“West” in Orchard Ridge

2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft.
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft.
Incl
Storage. .
InclHeat,
Heat, Garage
Garage &&Storage
No
NoSmoking!
Smoking!
No Pets,
Pets, No

2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft.
Incl Heat, Garage & Storage .
(O)608-227-6543
608-227-6543
(O)
No Pets, No Smoking!
(C) 608-577-2451

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today!
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827

(C) 608-577-2451
KellerApartments.com
KellerApartments.com

(O) 608-227-6543

W(C)
. F608-577-2451
. BUTLER
PLUMBING INC.

KellerApartments.com

Heaters - Water Softeners
Repairs - Remodeling
New Construction

2602 Monroe

One South Pinckney St., Ste. 818 • Madison, WI 53703
608.729.0949 • isthmuspartnersllc.com

233-1608

vrodriguez@isthmuspartnersllc.com • Parishioner

Tailored Investment
Management
& Comprehensive
Financial Planning

2272 South Beltline Court

www.flooringdesigns.com
(608) 255-4331
Direct: (608) 327-5145
~ Proud Vendor of Blessed Sacrament ~

THE CURVE

We’ll help you every step of the way.
Offering a continuum of care for seniors:
> Independent Living > Assisted Living
> Memory Care > Rehabilitation

Call 608-663-86000 or email madisonsales@oakparkplace.com
718 Jupiter Dr., Madison, WI 53718
oakparkplace.com/madison

We Make Smiles!
William F.(Chip) Bird, DDS, MS
Steven D. Peterson, DDS, MS
Kevin J. Knutson, DDS, MS
Sarah C. McDermott, DDS, MS

West
202 S. Gammon Rd.
Verona
1010 North Edge Trail
Northside
1410 Northport Dr
Windsor
6729 Lake Rd

3610 Speedway Rd.

238-3434
www.CressFuneralService.com

RESTAURANT

653 S. Park St. • 251-0311
Daily Specials/Home Made Soups
Open 7-Days A Week
MON -FRI 6:00 AM - 1:00 PM
SAT & SUN 6:00 AM -1:00 PM

664-9500
845-9292
249-2990
846-7358

www.orthomadison.com
Orthodontics for Teens, Childrens & Adults

T he way healthcare should be
Local • Independent • Affordable
Physician Owned & Operated
Membership-based Medical Practice

Dr Nicole Hemkes MD | Dr Adam Balin MD
3205 Glacier Ridge Rd • Middleton, WI 53562
157 S Fair Oaks Ave. • Madison, WI 53704
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