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Fifth Sunday of Easter           May 2, 2021 

Mass Times  

Monday & Friday:  8:30 AM  

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:  7:00 & 8:30  AM 

Saturday: 8:30 AM & Vigil Mass: 5:00 PM 

 Sunday:  7:30, 9:00, & 11:00 AM 

Parish Mission Statement   

Blessed Sacrament Parish forms and nurtures 

active disciples of Christ, who love God and  

neighbor,  through the Dominican pillars  

of Prayer, Study, Community, & Ministry. 

Parish Vision Statement  

To be a flourishing faith community, with all 

parishioners engaged in transforming lives 

through evangelization and discipleship. 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Wednesday: 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM 

Saturday: 9:00 to 10:00 AM 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Wednesday: 6:30 to 7:00 PM 

Saturday:  9:00 to 10:00 AM & 4:15 to 4:45 PM 

Sunday:  7:00 to 7:30 AM & 10:15 to10:45 AM 

“Remain in me, as I 

remain in you. Just as 

a branch cannot bear 

fruit unless it remains 

on the vine, so neither 

can you unless you  

remain in me.” 

 

John 15:4 



Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Br. Edward van Merrienboer, O.P. 

bredward@blsacrament.org 

The Vine of Friendship 

Today’s gospel speaks of Jesus being the vine and we are the branches. A friend of mine who works in a vineyard in 

California explained to me that grape vines are a combination of a “root” vine that has a strong constitution that has the 

weaker “wine” vines grafted to it.  Jesus takes this reality and creates a rich image of our relationship to him. Saint 

Catherine of Siena speaks of us being grafted to Christ, especially to his cross, in friendship. Jesus is again teaching us 

about his desire for friendship with us in this image of the grape vine. 

True friendship is based on unselfish love for another person. What is meant by unselfish love is the "constant, effective 

desire to do good to another" according to Saint Thomas Aquinas. But although unselfish love is a basis for friendship, it is 

not enough. There must be some common ground or area between two persons who form such a relationship. Between 

people there is enough common ground to form friendships. Every person has experiences of sorrow, joys, hopes, etc. with 

which to share with another. In sharing one's inner life with another, one comes to live not just one life but two. The inner 

life of another that is known to God alone becomes open to us through friendship. It partially fills the desire of our 

incomplete, lonely hearts for completeness in another. Friendship brings out the best in a person through forgetfulness of 

self. Yet it is limited as one cannot give totally of oneself to another because one is not in complete possession of oneself. 

Friendships are the result of virtue. They are based on a goodness in oneself that another can love. Friends come to 

discover the good in each other and the relationship grows. 

When God becomes the object of one's friendship, we call it charity. From God's point of view, He does not need to 

discover the good in us to become friends with us. God creates the good that is in us. His friendship has a creative effect 

on us. It makes us good. From our point of view the friendship is one of affection. In God is contained all the good that we 

desire. He has in perfection all the good that we see dimly reflected in creation and other persons. But for a true friendship 

there must be some common ground. What is common between us and God? We certainly cannot place ourselves on any 

level of commonality with God. It is God Himself who makes the ground of commonality. He lifts us up to His level of Divine 

life through grace. 

The Divine life in us is not perfect now but it is real. Through faith we already know intimate truths about God. These truths 

bring us to a love of His Goodness. God shares His inner life with us. Our soul's response to God's loving initiative lies 

open to Him. God opens Himself to us and we are open to Him. But God's part of this friendship is unique in that His is a 

creative love. "The creation of His Love within us is called the habit of charity." (ST II-II, q 23-26) 

In talking about the Divine friendship, the habit of charity involves our part of the relationship. The creative love within us in 

no way takes away our freedom. We produce acts freely from our intellect and will. To increase our friendship with God, it 

is necessary to increase the common ground between us and Him. This increase comes about through a deepening in our 

souls. The increase of charity is not quantitative but always a matter of intensity. Individual acts of charity dispose us for 

better acts of charity. Only more intense acts of charity will increase our charity or friendship with God. This is the fruit that 

we produce through Divine friendship. This is a real grafting of ourselves to Jesus Christ. 

Cover photo: by Mika Baumeister, on unsplash.com  



      May 2, 2021       

A gentle reminder for those coming to Mass… 

We’re thrilled that our Sunday Masses are starting to fill up 

and that you’re all excited to connect with your fellow  

parishioners after Mass! Since the weather is warming up 

again, we ask that, out of respect for those who wish to 

pray in the Church after Mass, any post-Mass visiting and 

conversation be taken outside. Thank you for your  

kindness and cooperation! 

 

New diocesan directives about Mass  

attendance 

As of April 26, the Office of Worship for the Diocese of 

Madison has discontinued requiring churches to close off 

every other pew. As such, we have removed the ropes 

from our pews. However, the diocese still asks Mass-goers 

to distance as they are comfortable, staggering in the pews 

to leave a few feet of space between those next to you and 

those in the pews behind/in front of you (think of a checker-

board pattern). We’ll share more updates about safety  

procedures as they come to us. 

 

Mothers Day roses available! 

May 8/9, after all Masses 

Roses, because of their beauty and fragrance, are a  

symbol of love.  When you donate for roses on Mothers 

Day, you give twice - once to honor your mother and once 

to help moms in need provide diapers, clothes, cribs, food 

and medical care as they strive to be the best mothers they 

can be. Your generous gift will spread across Dane County, 

giving joy to many. Please donate generously after Masses 

on Mothers Day weekend by picking up a few roses for 

your mom and other moms in your life!  

 

Jumpstart your prayer life with the  

Evangelical Catholic! 

Wednesday, May 12, 7:00 pm, in the Church 

(Rescheduled from March) 

Join us as Peter Andrastek from The Evangelical Catholic 

gives a talk on why we should cultivate a prayer life and 

some practical skills for how to do it. Following this event, 

we will have 1% Challenge™ cards available to help you 

set aside 15 minutes each day for conversation with God. 

The cards have 30 hand-picked Scriptures verses 

for meditation to help you grow into a practice of daily  

prayer this Lent and beyond. Peter's talk will also be 

streamed and recorded on YouTube. Either way, we hope 

you will join us!  

New and Noteworthy 

Opportunities to Give and Serve 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive at Blessed Sacrament 

Tuesday, May 18, 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

We are once again hosting a Blood Drive with the  

American Red Cross! Visit redcrossblood.org/give to 

search for our blood drive and schedule an appointment to 

donate. This drive will accept Power Red donations; check 

out the Red Cross website to learn more about this type of  

donation and who is eligible to make one! 

 

Walking with Moms in 

Need 

The Diocese of Madison joins a 

national effort to gather  

resources helpful to women in difficult or unexpected  

pregnancies. Our parishes abound in loving responses and 

we will be creating ways for parishes to find assistance for 

those who seek help. If you can volunteer some time, 

please contact Susanna Herro (susannaherro@gmail.com 

or 608-255-2020). More info can be found at  

walkingwithmoms.com or www.respectlife.org. 

 

Luke House Meal Program 

Blessed Sacrament has committed to providing meals for 

Luke House on the 4th Monday of the month for the 2020-

2021 school year and we’re looking for volunteers to  

provide food and other items! If you sign up, please note 

that you are committing to providing items EACH month. 

See this sign-up for more information and to see how you 

can help! tinyurl.com/yyxrwaxa 

Care of Creation monthly challenges: join us 

for May’s challenge! 

 

Looking for ways to make Earth Day everyday? The 

Blessed Sacrament Care of Creation team invites you to 

participate in May's Monthly Sustainability Challenge. This 

month they challenge you to commit to a new water  

conservation habit. Find out more about this month's  

challenge, including suggestions for water conservation, 

and let them know you are participating by emailing Peter 

Steiner at psteiner523@gmail.com.  



Mass Intentions 
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Mass intentions are available by calling the parish office at  

608-238-3471 or emailing erin@blsacrament.org. 

Please pray for all those who are ill, especially: 

�

Andy Devine, Dan Brigham, Alexander Kotloski, Henry  

Pitot, David Stiennon, John Ouellette, Paul Werth, Cormac 

Bower, Helen Karls, Sarah Opitz-Stapleton, Dave Wirka,  

Ila Elizabeth Scullion, Linda Kelly, Joe Cooper, Margaret  

Sommer Sazani, Colleen Brown, and Br. Vince DiRienzo. 

Stewardship Report 

 

March 2021 

Total:  $53,859.44  

 

March 2020: $76,989.10 

Readings for the Week of  May 2, 2021 

 

Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32 [26a]/ 

1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8 

Monday: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Jn 14:6-14 

Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21 [cf. 

12]/Jn 14:27-31a 

Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [cf. 1]/

Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10 [3]/ 

Jn 15:9-11 

Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 [10a]/ 

Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 15:18-21 

Next Sunday: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 98:1, 2-3,  

3-4 [cf. 2b]/1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17 

Mass, Church, and Office procedures 

 

We are no longer requiring sign-ups for Sunday  

Masses, but keep an eye on our website and parish 

communications for changes to this. See our website 

(blsacrament.org/safety-updates) to learn more about 

our Mass safety procedures. 

 

The Assembly Hall is open during the 9:00 am and 

11:00 am Masses on Sundays! We will use our projector 

to broadcast the live-stream of the Mass. Please follow all 

normal safety precautions if you sit in Assembly Hall. 

 

During private prayer and confessions (see front cover for 

adoration and confession times!), please keep adequate 

distance (6 feet or more) from others. 

 

Per Dane County’s emergency orders, please wear a 

mask in the church during Mass and private prayer 

when others are present, and when entering the school 

and parish center. 

We have a number of open Mass intentions in the  

coming weeks! Contact Erin (erin@blsacrament.org or  

608-238-3471 x110) to inquire about availability. 

Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Celebration 

 

Bishop Donald Hying wants to honor couples celebrating 50 years of marriage in the year 2021 with a special Mass of 

Thanksgiving on August 29, a letter and certificate of recognition, and/or a commemorative booklet. If you have celebrated/

will celebrate 50 years of marriage in 2021 and wish to participate in any of these opportunities, please contact Erin 

(erin@blsacrament.org or 608-238-3471 x110) by Wednesday, May 12! 
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Ma� Regner  Director of Liturgy and Evangeliza�on,�

ext. 138; ma*@blsacrament.org�
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“Care for Creation” and Laudato Si’ (Part I) 

 

The Pope’s encyclical, Laudato Si’, is a text of landmark  

significance in Catholic Social Teaching. 

 

Francis, like his thirteenth-century namesake, calls the earth our 

“common home”, which is like our sister. But we are damaging 

this familial relationship as we seriously degrade the environment. 

In so doing, we are damaging our relationship with other humans, 

particularly those least equipped to adjust to the changing  

environment: the poor and future generations. 

 

The Pope encourages people to examine and change their  

lifestyles through sound ecological virtues, greater simplicity and 

less focus on material things. Francis extends an “urgent  

challenge to protect our common home … to bring the whole  

human family together to seek a sustainable and integral  

development, for we know that things can change.” 

 

By taking personal action and reducing excessive consumption 

and waste in our lives, we can meet our obligation to reduce our 

impact on the environment while creating a sustainable future for 

generations to follow.�
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We’ll help you every step of the way.We’ll help you every step of the way.
Offering a continuum of care for seniors:Offering a continuum of care for seniors:  
> Independent Living   > Assisted Living 
> Memory Care   > Rehabilitation

Call 608-663-86000 or email madisonsales@oakparkplace.com Call 608-663-86000 or email madisonsales@oakparkplace.com 
718 Jupiter Dr., Madison, WI 53718 
oakparkplace.com/madison

One South Pinckney St., Ste. 818  • Madison, WI 53703 

608.729.0949608.729.0949 • isthmuspartnersllc.com isthmuspartnersllc.com 

vrodriguez@isthmuspartnersllc.com • Parishioner

Tailored Investment 
Management 

& Comprehensive 
Financial Planning

THE CURVE 
RESTAURANT

653 S. Park St. • 251-0311
Daily Specials/Home Made Soups

Open 7-Days A Week   
MON -FRI 6:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
SAT & SUN 6:00 AM -1:00 PM

We Make Smiles! 
William F.(Chip) Bird, DDS, MS   

Steven D. Peterson, DDS, MS 
Kevin J. Knutson, DDS, MS 

Sarah C. McDermott, DDS, MS

West  
202 S. Gammon Rd.            664-9500 

Verona  
1010 North Edge Trail        845-9292 

Northside  
1410 Northport Dr              249-2990 

Windsor  
6729 Lake Rd                     846-7358

www.orthomadison.com
Orthodontics for Teens, Childrens & Adults

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

• Development
• Management

• Build To Suit Expertise
www.buildtosuit.com

608-833-5590

 

3610 Speedway Rd.

238-3434
www.CressFuneralService.com

 

W .  F .  B U T L E R 
PLUMBING INC.

Heaters - Water Softeners 
Repairs - Remodeling 

New Construction

2602 Monroe 233-1608

Dennis Hellenbrand
Owner

 6182 Hwy VV • Sun Prairie, WI 53590 
608/825-7450

Free Estimates • Insured • Interior • Exterior

Saul Glazer • Parish Member 

608-260-2473

M A R T I N 
G L A S S  C O .

Windows - Mirrors - 
Thermopanes 

Screens Repaired

2323 Atwood Ave. • 249-0438

Spacious, Senior 55+ Apartments

 

 

 

 

“West” in Orchard Ridge 
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft. 

Incl Heat, Garage & Storage . 
No Pets, No Smoking! 

Spacious, 
Senior  55+ 
Apartments  

(O) 608-227-6543  
(C) 608-577-2451   
KellerApartments.com 

 

 

 

 

“West” in Orchard Ridge 
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft. 

Incl Heat, Garage & Storage . 
No Pets, No Smoking! 

Spacious, 
Senior  55+ 
Apartments  

(O) 608-227-6543  
(C) 608-577-2451   
KellerApartments.com 

 

 

 

 

“West” in Orchard Ridge 
2 BR, 2 BA, 925 sqft. to 1800 sqft. 

Incl Heat, Garage & Storage . 
No Pets, No Smoking! 

Spacious, 
Senior  55+ 
Apartments  

(O) 608-227-6543  
(C) 608-577-2451   
KellerApartments.com 

PH: (608) 836-7821 
Chris Driscoll

Commercial Lighting  

 Waste Lamp And Ballast Recycling

7182 Hwy. 14, Suite 501, Middleton, WI 53562

27193  R6-20

Jason L Mascitti
Financial Associate
708 Heartland Trl, Suite 2800, Madison, WI 53717
608-824-3523
Parish Member Since 1998

The way healthcare should be
 

Local • Independent • Affordable  
Physician Owned & Operated 

Membership-based Medical Practice

Dr Nicole Hemkes MD | Dr Adam Balin MD
3205 Glacier Ridge Rd • Middleton, WI 53562  

157 S Fair Oaks Ave. • Madison, WI 53704 advocatedpc.com
608-268-6211

Contact Dan Stone to place an ad today! 
dstone@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2607


