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The Ascension of the Lord 

�

Dear St. Peter Cathedral Parishioners,�

�

�

You have probably heard that plans are afoot for churches to begin offering public Masses 

once again.  This is something that is in the planning stage, but we do not as of yet have a 

definite (meline for when this can happen.  There is a detailed process to be followed by 

each parish, and many things have to be in place before we can have our first Mass.  �

�

When Mass does become available, we will do it in a way that affords maximum protec(on for everyone. Only 

ten people can be in a,endance at a given Mass.  People over 65 and others with condi(ons that make them 

vulnerable are encouraged to stay home.  Anyone showing symptoms should not come. Everyone including the 

priest must wear a mask.  Sea(ng will be assigned to keep everyone at an appropriate distance from one 

another, and social distancing must be observed everywhere in the building and outside it. Holy Communion 

can be received only in the hand.  If someone is wearing protec(ve gloves, the glove must be removed to 

receive the Host.  We must keep a record of everyone a,ending with contact informa(on.  We will have to 

ensure an adequate supply of hand sani(zer and cleaning equipment.�

�

We will need to have an adequate number of ushers (at least 3 per Mass), who have gone through a special 

training program.   A crew will have to sani(ze the pews and other contact areas a7er each gathering and prior 

to the next one.  The Diocese will be helping us with finding a proper Sign�Up engine to handle requests to 

a,end a given Mass.  The plan must be in place before the Diocese can approve our opening up for Mass with 

the congrega(on of ten people.  We are now in the process of making these prepara(ons.�

�

I know there are various opinions out there about the need for all this precau(on.  Our civil and Church leaders 

do think it is necessary. We have not experienced this before. Please support us with your pa(ence and your 

prayers.  �

�

I also thank all of you who have been suppor(ng us with your ongoing offertory contribu(ons, whether through 

the mail or by automa(c giving (the sign up for which is on our website).  �

�

I pray daily for all of you and any special inten(ons you have sent us.  I invite you to join our Mass online daily 

via YouTube and Facebook.  �

�

This Sunday is the observance of the Feast of the Ascension of our Lord into Heaven.  He has gone not to 

abandon us but to be our hope: “I will be with you always un(l the end of (me.”�

�

Be in peace,�

�

�

Fr. Steve St. Jules�
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Your Sacrificial Offering 

 

Financial Blessings, May  

 

Loose Collection  ............................................................. $ 

Offertory Envelopes  .................................... $4,986.22 

Electronic Contributions ............................. $4,615.73 

Total Offertory ............................................. $9,601.95 

 

 

 

Other Contributions 

Improvement (Building) Fund  ....................... $105.00 

Easter .................................................................. $25.00 

 

 

Diocesan Stewardship Appeal 

 

Our 2019 Stewardship Goal: ......... $75,664.00 

Amount Pledge ............................... $72,583.11 

Amount Paid .................................. $67,236.73 

 

Thank you to all of those who have pledged to this 

appeal.  Every pledge brings us closer to our goal.  

EVERY pledge helps. 

 

 

Thank you for your continued  

Generosity to your Parish 

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING 

Our parish is grateful for your continued support at 

this time.  Thank you! 

 LIVE THE LITURGY 

 INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

 

Being real people of faith comes with a price. Have you 

ever been seen as unpopular, out of sync or peculiar 

because of your faith? St. Peter tells us, “If you are 

insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are you.” If 

being a Christian comes easy for us, then we ought to 

rethink how we approach our faith. Developing habits 

of prayer, living in accord with the Gospel, setting time 

aside each week for the practice of our faith, seeing our 

relationship with Christ as the center and focus of our 

families all come with sacrifice. We are going to look 

differently than other folks and we ought to. We are 

going to find ourselves doing less of the things we are 

“supposed to do” and more of the things we know we 

“ought to do or want to do.” This often means resisting 

secular tides and putting our boats into different waters. 

If this is what helps us know the one true God, then so 

be it. It also brings us to eternal life. 

 

©LPi 

MAY 24, 2020 

MINISTRY OF HIS SACRED HEART 

Prayers from the children and their families of the 

Cathedral of St. Peter 

 

Dear Lord, 

Please watch over Father Steve 

as he teaches people about you. 
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Everlasting Easter 

 

The Easter season is almost over. This season is 

always a tougher one for us Catholics. We get 

Advent and Lent: preparation. We are on board 

with Christmas, mainly because we like to keep 

up our decorations until someone tells us the 

exact day we must take them down. But Easter as 

a season is a bit more difficult to observe. The 

rest of the world has moved on. There are no 

Easter eggs left in store windows and all those 

religious movies on television have given way to 

reruns or season-ending episodes. It just feels like 

Easter anywhere … except in the Church. 

 

The truth is that it should feel like Easter all year-

round in the Church. Every Sunday, we celebrate 

a mini-Easter. Our Lord is ALIVE! He is risen 

and alive, and we need to celebrate. We also need 

to be about the work of the Lord.  

We are an Easter people who bear witness to his 

resurrection through our stewardship. If he had 

never risen, then we would be called to nothing 

by no one. But he lives! As this Easter season is 

drawing to a close, it is prudent to reflect on what 

his death and resurrection mean for each of us. 

How has it changed us? How does it motivate us? 

It doesn’t look like Easter in most corners of the 

world, so it is up to us to bring a little Easter to 

every place we go and to everyone we meet. 

 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 

©LPi 

 

 

 

 

The Ascension of the Lord 

Why do we kneel at Mass? 

 

Since the beginnings of the Church, kneeling has 

been a key posture of prayer. We see Sts. Peter and 

Paul in the Acts of the Apostles kneeling in prayer. 

Early in the 4th century, the Council of Nicea 

prohibited kneeling on Sundays and special feasts. 

Kneeling began more as a posture of penance for our 

sins, but in the history of the Church, it has become 

more a posture or reverence and solemn prayer. 

 

You will notice that the times we kneel at Mass are 

tied to the consecration of the holy Eucharist. We 

kneel in both anticipation of what will occur and 

then in awe of what has taken place: Jesus Christ 

becomes truly present to us under the guise of bread 

and wine. The profoundness of this event has over 

time led the Church to mandate in the current 

General Instruction of the Roman Missal that 

kneeling is the only posture allowed during this 

time. The sheer awesomeness of the holy Eucharist 

leads us to fall to our knees in wonder and 

thanksgiving. 

 

©LPi 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION 

 

What does faith and religion do for 

us? Ultimately, they remind us of 

some truths we conveniently forget: 

we are created by a loving God, we 

have imperfections, we sin, we need 

to be forgiven, we have a mission and 

a purpose, it’s not just about us, and 

we hunger for the joy of salvation. 

These are human truths that are not 

dependent upon whether we like 

them. Ignoring them places us on the 

paths of comfort and satisfaction as 

we blindly pursue the busyness and 

superficiality of our empty lives. 

Instead of pursuing supernatural and 

lasting pleasure, we choose things 

that are easier and quicker to obtain: 

sex, drugs, travel, houses, cars, fame, 

popularity, self-achievement and 

satisfaction, physical enjoyment, and 

the like. 

 

We may also find ourselves falling 

victim to more negative responses to 

what life brings us: anger, envy, lust, 

pride, gluttony, greed, and apathy. 

Human hearts can become so 

hardened to the truth that violence 

becomes the response of first choice. 

Being a Christian is hard! Yet, as 

Pope Francis reminds us, the Church 

needs to be a field hospital that has to 

be prepared to provide people with 

the remedy they need. What we need 

is Jesus Christ. The Church, with all 

of the glory of the sacraments, exists 

to help make Christ present and real 

for us. Once we find Christ, we find 

joy. Joy is a matter of the heart that is 

beyond pleasure and happiness. It is 

not found in some earthly satisfaction, 

only in Christ. 

 

Once we accept that we are destined 

to be in Christ, then we will discover 

eternal life. Namely, “that they should 

know you, the only true God, and the 

one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.” It 

is easy to conveniently forget truth 

and pursue illusions immediately 

within our grasp, but at what price? A 

man celebrating 60 years of marriage 

remarked that it took so much effort 

and so many attempts to convince his 

wife that they were meant to be 

together. Even his friends told him he 

was foolish. He easily could have 

given up and pursued other interests. 

He chose to persevere and is so 

grateful that he made that choice 

because he now has a pearl of great 

price. Do we see a value in 

persevering in our faith regardless of 

the cost? If we don’t take the risk, we 

could lose more than we know. 

 

©LPi 

 

 

 

“Now glorify me, Father, with you, with the glory 

that I had with you before the world began. I 

revealed your name to those whom you gave me 

out of the world. They belonged to you, and you 

gave them to me, and they have kept your word.” 

- Jn 17:5-6 

 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 

MAY 24, 2020 

 SUPPORT OUR 

 ADVERTISERS 

 

Local businesses and sponsors 

that advertise on bulletins need 

you now more than ever before.  

Please encourage and remind 

others to show their support 

during this time. 
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Liturgical Roles �

Saturday�Sunday, May 30/31�

Altar Servers�

� 4:15 pm�  �

� 7:30 am�  �

� 9:00 am � �

� 11:00 am�  �

� 5:00 pm� �

�

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion �

� 4:15 pm�  �

� 7:30 am�  �

� 9:00 am�  �

� 11:00 am�  �

� 5:00 pm� �

�

Readers�

� 4:15 pm� �

� 7:30 am� �

� 9:00 am� �

� 11:00 am�

� 5:00 pm ��

�

Ushers� �

� 4:15 pm�  �

� 7:30 am  � �

�  9:00 am�  �

 � 11:00 am� �

� 5:00 pm � �

�

Greeters�

� 4:15 pm  �

� 7:30 am� �

� 9:00 am� �

� 11:00 am�

� 5:00 pm� �

Mass Inten#ons�

Saturday, May 23, Easter Weekday�

� 8:00 am�  For All Souls in Purgatory�

�

�

Vigil Mass: �

� 4:15 pm�  +Anne Solar �

� � +Sr. Marilyn Brown�

� �  �

Sunday, May 24, The Ascension of the Lord�

� 7:30 am� For the People of the Parish�

�    9:00 am� +Michael J. Delany�

�  11:00 am  +Theresa Vollmer�

� � +John O’Boyle�

   � 5:00 pm� Inten,ons of Robert & Nancy Gough �

�

Monday, May 25, SS Bede, Gregory VII,  and Mary 

Magdalene de Pazzi�

 � 8:00 am� For Members of the Cathedral of �

� � St. Peter Memorial Fund�

� � �

Tuesday, May 26, St. Philip Neri�

� 8:00 am� For All Souls in Purgatory�

�    � �

Wednesday, May 27, St. Augus5ne of Canterbury�

� 8:00 am�   For All Souls in Purgatory�

� � � �

Thursday, May 28, Easter Weekday�

� 8:00 am�  For All Souls in Purgatory�

� � �

Friday, May  29, Easter Weekday�

� 8:00 am �+Sophie Frances McCoy�

�

Saturday, May 30, Easter Weekday�

� 8:00 am�  For All Souls in Purgatory�

�

�

Vigil Mass: �

� 4:15 pm�  +Ma4hew E. Newton�

� � +Patricia A. Ericksen�

�

� �  �

Sunday, May 31, Pentecost Sunday�

� 7:30 am� +Mary Ann Lynch�

�    9:00 am� +Steve  Graceffa�

� � +Sophie F. McCoy�

�  11:00 am  For the People of the Parish�

� � �

   � 5:00 pm� For All Souls in Purgatory�

� � �

� �  �

The Cathedral of St. Peter 2020 

Totus Tuus Summer Camp scheduled 

for June 14-19 has been canceled.   



Cathedral Staff�

�

Parish Secretary,�

  Mrs. Rene Flores�

  rflores@cathedralofstpeter.org�

Business Manager/Bookkeeper�

� Mrs. Mary Cox�

  mcox@cathedralofstpeter.org�

Recep�onist�

Mrs. Connie Murphy�

cmurphy@cathedralofstpeter.org�

Coordinator of Religious Educa�on�

� Mrs. Nancy Spahr�

� nspahr@cathedralofstpeter.org�

�

�

�

Parish Office Hours�

Hours �����������������(M�Fri) 8:00 am�1:00 pm�

Phone������������������������������������815�965�2765�

Fax�����������������������������������������815�965�0743�

�

Cathedral of St. Peter �

1243 N. Church Street�

Rockford, IL 61103�

www.cathedralofstpeter.org�

�

NFP Contact�

  Mrs. Mary O’Grady, RN�

  815�332�3015�

mary.e.o'grady@os2ealthcare.org�

os2ealthcare.org/services/fer5lity/�

�

All Saints Catholic Academy�

409 N. First Street�

Rockford, IL 61107�

www.allsaintsrockford.org�

Phone������������������������������������815�962�8515�

�

Principal,�

� Ms. Renee Payne�

� �

School Secretary,�

� Mrs. Betsy Conery & Julie Nelson�

� �

�

Mass Schedule�Cancelled�

Saturday�����������������������������������������4:15 pm�

Sunday �������������������������   7:30 am, 9:00 am�

� ������������������������������������11:00 am, 5:00 pm�

Daily ���������������������������������������������8:00 a.m.�

�

Holy Days������������������������6:30 am, 8:00 am, �

……………………………12:00 pm and 6:30 pm�

Eucharis#c Adora#on�Cancelled�

Tuesday����������������������������������6:30�8:00 pm�

�

Sacraments�Cancelled�

Bap�sm�

Most Sundays of the month a@er the �

11:00 am Mass.  Telephone Parish Office 

for program registra5on.�

�

Reconcilia�on �

Tues. 6:30�7:15 pm; Sat. 8:30�9:00 am, 

3:15�4:00 pm , or by appointment.�

�

Matrimony�

Please contact the Cathedral Office  at �

815�965�2765 or 

office@cathedralofstpeter.org  at least 6 

months in advance to begin preparation.�

�

Bulle#n Deadline�

Mondays by 9:00 am.  No excep�ons!�

Email submissions to 

office@cathedralofstpeter.org.�

Cathedral of St. Peter Directory 
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Big Brothers 
Big Sisters

Make a Big difference. 
Be a mentor.

815-489-1131

Charles J. Sweeney, M.D.
612 N. Roxbury Rd. • Rockford, Il 61107

Parish Member

815-227-8300

PENGUIN FOODS
Custom Catering 

Value Meat Boxes 
Specialty Smoked Products

815-965-8604
www.penguinfoods.net

BOVES 
Auto & Truck Serv LLC 

Serving Rockford since 1963 
NAPA Autocare Center

Free pick up and delivery 
from Home or Work

Book your appointment online @ 

www.BovesAuto.com

or call us today...the old 
fashioned way

815-962-0412

 
215 N. Sixth Street,
Rockford, IL 61107

Phone: 1-815-962-7743
www.sundbergfh.com

Contact Charles Skwarski to place an ad today! 
cskwarski@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5906
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Contact us for all your Real Estate needs! We will help you buy or sell!

3815 N. Mulford Rd., Rockford, IL 61114

Tom Laura 
Zarembski Zarembski 
BROKER BROKER

Direct: 1.815.637.0114 Direct: 1.815.637.0116 
Cell: 1.815.218.9210 Cell: 1.815.708.3614 
E-Fax: 1.815.231.8801 E-Fax: 1.815.231.8777 
E-Mail: zarembskifamily E-Mail: lzarembski 
            @gmail.com  @aol.com 

GoGambino.com

mark@rockfordheating.com  www.rockfordheating.com

Mark Buckner
1618 Magnolia Street  Ph: 815-965-9494 
Rockford, Illinois 61104  Fax: 815-965-4324

GAFFNEY BOLT

877-4084
6100 Material 

Avenue 
Rockford, IL 61111

815.227.0300       savantcapital.com

investments | financial planning | tax | private trust | retirement plans

Savant Capital Management
Independent Fee-only Wealth Management Firm Since 1986

Brent R. Brodeski
MBA, CPA, CFP®,

CFA®, AIFA®

Financial Advisor

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

Riverside Chapel - (815) 654-2484
Mulford Chapel - (815) 226-2273

www.fitzgeraldfh.com
Shawn Cremer
Funeral Director

S I N C E  1 9 1 4

4141 N. Rockton Ave.

815-316-1500 
• Active Senior Lifestyle • Independent Living 

• Assisted Living • Skilled Nursing 

Wesley Willows is the only accredited continuing
care retirement community in Rockford. 

wesleywillows.org


