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Sunday, July 12, 2020| 15th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Dear Friends at St. Peter Cathedral,�

�

�

It’s very early on Tuesday morning, and I’m facing a deadline for ge$ng this le%er wri%en 

and sent to the bulle(n company before I head off for my second cataract surgery.  Then 

I’ll be taking some vaca(on (me.  �

�

The work on the construc(on of the shrine on the old chancery property will soon be 

taken up again.  The site and architectural plans had been completed and the dedica(on 

had been planned to take place in May, but the coronavirus shut down changed all that.  The arrival from 

Italy of the statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe was delayed by the dire situa(on that country has faced from 

the pandemic. The last I heard it has not yet arrived. I am happy to report that work on the site will be 

star(ng very soon.  The plan is to delay the plan(ngs un(l a.er the worst of the summer heat and dryness 

has passed.  The whole project is financed by the Diocese and will be given to St Peter Parish.�

�

The other news I have is the arrival of our new music director.  Adam Singleton has been chosen for that 

posi(on.  Adam and his wife Sara, who is in social work, moved to Rockford last week.  His posi(on starts in 

the middle of this month.  We welcome Adam and Sara to the Cathedral.  �

�

�

May God bless you and keep you safe!�

�

�

Father Steve St. Jules�

�

ST ANNE NOVENA 

 

The annual Feast of St. Anne is July 26th and the nine day novena starts July 17th through July 

26th.� We encourage those who are able to a end daily mass to take a few minutes to say this no-

vena.� You may also say this novena at home as %me allows.� Usually we have copies of the novena 

on the main table in the narthex, but due to current� COVID restric%ons, �no copies will be availa-

ble.�You may also go online to Lord calls nine day novena to St Anne.  We thank you for honoring 

this saint.� �

�

Barb Lundin, President, St. Anne Society�
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Your Sacrificial Offering 

 

Financial Blessings, July 5, 2020 

 

Loose Collection  ............................................. $6,305.00 

Offertory Envelopes  ........................................ $820.00 

Electronic Contributions ............................. $5,595.79 

Total Offertory ........................................... $12,720.79 

 

 

 

Other Contributions 

Improvement (Building) Fund  ....................... $330.00 

 

 

Diocesan Stewardship Appeal 

 

Our 2020 Stewardship Goal: ......... $64,918.00 

Amount Pledge ................................................$ 

Amount Paid ...................................................$ 

 

Thank you to all of those who have pledged to this 

appeal.  Every pledge brings us closer to our goal.  

EVERY pledge helps. 

 

Thank you for your continued  

Generosity to your Parish 

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING 

Our parish is grateful for your continued support at 

this time.  Thank you! 

 LIVE THE LITURGY�

� INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK�

 

Any good farmer will tell you that regardless of how good 

the quality of the seed, its sprou�ng and bearing of 

effec�ve fruit is dependent upon the quality of the soil. 

Preparing the soil is one of the most essen�al 

components of farming. There is no doubt that the seed 

of God’s Word will eventually achieve its purpose. God 

cannot and will not fail. When and how that seed bears 

fruit is, however, dependent upon us. What is the quality 

and condi�on of your soil? Life’s concerns and 

preoccupa�ons can cause us to become ina$en�ve to 

our inner life. This some�mes uninten�onal neglect can 

result in our soil becoming hard, overgrown with weeds, 

rocky, parched, and lifeless. When God’s seed is sown, it 

doesn’t always take root because it struggles to establish 

roots and flourish. How can you more a$en�vely a$end 

to the soil of your heart so that it will be a fer�le and 

vital place for the fruit of the Gospel to grow?�

Sunday, July 12, 2020| 15th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

MINISTRY OF HIS SACRED HEART 

Prayers from the children and their families of the 

Cathedral of St. Peter 

 

Dear Lord, please help Bishop Malloy guide 

the Diocese of Rockford through these 

difficult times of wavering faith and 

unraveling of societal morals and ethics.  

Amen 
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Sunday, July 12, 2020| 15th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

LITURGICAL LIFE�

� � � � � � � � �

�

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS �

� �

Focus on the Good�

�

When I was a child, my mother had a set of sculptures 

resembling three human heads. One head had hands 

over the ears, one had hands over the eyes, and one 

had hands over the mouth. Of course, they depicted 

the phrase, “Hear no evil; see no evil; speak no evil.” I 

have seen these images repeated many !mes since 

then, usually as the monkey heads from a Japanese 

proverb, which would have probably seemed a li#le 

less creepy to me when I was a small child. 

Apparently, there is no consensus about the full 

meaning or certain origin of these three images nor 

the phrase. At the very least, it causes us to reflect on 

the need to avoid evil and look for the good in things.�

�

As I have lived my life, I have come to believe there 

are more people who lives their lives in a contrary 

manner to these images. It is not that they seek evil, 

but it is as if they “see no good, hear no good, and 

speak no good.” Gossiping is the way they pass the 

!me, and they always seem to find the nega!ve in 

people and situa!ons. Being a good steward certainly 

means that we do not seek evil, but more than that, it 

means that we see the abundance of good things all 

around us. These gi*s of God are big and li#le, 

profound and ordinary. By seeing the world in this 

way, we begin to change our personali!es and our 

overall disposi!on. We always need to follow a new 

proverb: see all the good, hear all the good, and speak 

about the good. Amen.�

�

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�

WHY DO WE DO THAT?�

Catholic Life Explained:�

     

 

Ques�on:�

Why do Catholics bap�ze 

babies? �

�

� � � � � �

�

For adults who want to be bap�zed, the celebra�on only 

takes place a�er a long, guided, and though�ul process 

through the Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on of Adults. This is also 

true for many Protestant Chris�ans, who are bap�zed later in 

life, o�en a�er a personal, transforming religious experience. 

So, it seems fair to ask why our Catholic tradi�on includes 

infant bap�sm. A�er all, if we make adults who want to 

become Catholic wait months and even years as they grow in 

their understanding of Christ and his teachings, why should 

babies � who “do nothing” � be bap�zed? �

�

Our custom of infant bap�sm dates back to the earliest days 

of the Church, when St. Paul bap�zed en�re households, 

including, we presume, children (see Acts 16:15, 33; 18:8). 

That had become common prac�ce by the second century. 

When Chris�anity was legalized 200 years later, infant 

bap�sm became the normal prac�ce throughout the Church. �

�

We recognize that in Bap�sm, we are given the grace to 

overcome original sin � the human tendency to choose 

ourselves and our own wills over God � and to become 

members of the Church. This is the gi� we give to infants in 

Bap�sm.�

�

In its essence, the bap�sm of infants also reminds us adult 

Chris�ans that the gi� of salva�on and membership in the 

Church (i.e., the Body of Christ) is God’s ini�a�ve. It is freely 

offered to us, regardless of where we might be in life’s 

journey. Salva�on isn’t something we earn. Instead, we see 

that Bap�sm is the beginning of a lifelong process of growing 

into the kind of disciples that Jesus wants us to be. �

�

To learn more, see the “Catechism of the Catholic 

Church” (no. 1250�1252 and 1262�1270).�

�

�

©LPi�
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GOSPEL MEDITATION 

 

Using the best seeds doesn’t always 

guarantee the best plants. An older 

Italian gentleman straight from Italy 

gave me these amazing tomato seeds 

that he claimed produced the best 

tomatoes ever grown. Without doubt, 

the fruit he shared with me was a 

testament to that fact. These tomatoes 

were amazing! I couldn’t wait un�l the 

next growing season to plant these 

seeds and harvest my own tomatoes. 

The whole experiment ended up a 

failure. I did everything the gentleman 

said, but my fruit didn’t even come 

close. What happened? At first I was 

perplexed, then some years later the 

light dawned. The problem wasn’t the 

seeds, it was the soil!�

�

You cannot sow seeds in any old place 

and in a haphazard way and expect 

them to be at their best. It doesn’t 

work that way. Plan�ng the seeds is 

the easiest part. Preparing the soil is 

the challenge. Tilling, mulching, 

enriching, and building up the nutrients 

are all required for good fruit. Then 

a�er the seeds are planted, more care 

is required in order to maintain that 

healthy, nutrient rich environment for 

those seeds to sprout, grow, and 

flourish. God happily sows the seeds of 

his Word. What do we do with them?�

�

If we expect to be a passive bystander 

and have good fruit magically grow, we 

are mistaken. Bearing the good fruit of 

God’s Word requires prepara�on and 

work. We have to cul�vate the soil of 

our lives so that those seeds can find a 

proper home. This one thing alone 

takes a great deal of pa�ence, �me, 

and effort. What kind of prepara�on 

have we put into our lives so that we 

can be a recipient of God’s seed? It 

takes a great deal of soul�searching 

and ego�checking to properly prepare. 

God is the ever faithful and persistent 

sower. If the seeds do not bear fruit 

the first �me, God will come back �me 

and �me again, giving it another try.�

�

If we have created a suitable bed for 

sowing, then once the seed is sown, we 

must properly maintain them. What is 

our maintenance plan for the seeds of 

God’s Word? We need not only a 

source for water but a watering 

schedule. We need to weed, aerate the 

soil, nurture the young plants, protect 

them, and provide proper nutrients. 

What does our spiritual maintenance 

plan look like? If we have done all 

things well, imagine what the seeds of 

God’s Word could produce in us!�

�

�

©LPi�

�

 

“The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the word, 

but then worldly anxiety and the lure of riches choke the word 

and it bears no fruit. But the seed sown on rich soil is the one 

who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit 

and yields a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.” � Mt 13:22�23�

�

Excerpts from the Lec�onary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.�
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 SUPPORT OUR 

 ADVERTISERS 

 

Local businesses and sponsors 

that advertise on bulletins need 

you now more than ever before.  

Please encourage and remind 

others to show their support 

during this time. 
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Liturgical Roles �

Saturday�Sunday, July 18/19�

Altar Servers�

� 4:15 pm�  �

� 7:30 am�  �

� 9:00 am � �

� 11:00 am�  �

� 5:00 pm� �

�

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion �

� 4:15 pm�  �

� 7:30 am�  �

� 9:00 am�  �

� 11:00 am�  �

� 5:00 pm� �

�

Readers�

� 4:15 pm� �

� 7:30 am� �

� 9:00 am� �

� 11:00 am�

� 5:00 pm ��

�

Ushers� �

� 4:15 pm�  �

� 7:30 am  � �

�  9:00 am�  �

 � 11:00 am� �

� 5:00 pm � �

�

Greeters�

� 4:15 pm  �

� 7:30 am� �

� 9:00 am� �

� 11:00 am�

� 5:00 pm� �

Mass Inten,ons�

Saturday, July  11, St. Benedict�

� 8:00 am�  For All Souls in Purgatory�

�

�

Vigil Mass: �

� 4:15 pm�  +Anne Solar�

� �  +Sr. Marilyn Brown�

� � �  �

Sunday, July 12,  15th Sunday of Ordinary Time�

� 7:30 am� +Rita Pesavento Prunuske�

�    9:00 am� Deceased Members of the �

� � James Brophy Family�

�  11:00 am  �Deceased Members of the �

� � Piotrowski Family�

   � 5:00 pm� For the People of the Parish��

�

�

Monday, July 13, St. Henry�

 � 8:00 am� +Jim W. Heim�

� � �

Tuesday, July 14, St. Kateri Tekakwitha�

� 8:00 am� For All Souls in Purgatory�

�    � �

Wednesday, July 15, St. Bonaventure�

� 8:00 am�  For All Souls in Purgatory �

� � � �

Thursday, July  16, Our Lady of Mount Carmel�

� 8:00 am�  For All Souls in Purgatory�

� � �

Friday, July 17, Weekday�

� 8:00 am �+Fran Vollmer�

� � +Jim W. Heim�

�

Saturday, July  18, St. Camillus de Lellis�

� 8:00 am�  +Thomas J. Reynolds, Sr.�

� �  +Dennis Redmond�

�

�

Vigil Mass: �

� 4:15 pm�  +Patricia A. Ericksen�

� �  � �  �

Sunday, July 19,  16th Sunday of Ordinary Time�

� 7:30 am� +Mary Frances Weightman�

�    9:00 am� +Michael J. Delany�

�  11:00 am  �For the People of the Parish�

   � 5:00 pm� For All Souls in Purgatory� �

� � �

� �  �

Sanctuary Lamp 

 

Our Sanctuary Lamp is burning this week  

for the  

 

Intentions of  

Barb & Doug Lundin  

50th Wedding Anniversary 

 



Cathedral Staff�

�

Parish Secretary,�

  Mrs. Rene Flores�

  rflores@cathedralofstpeter.org�

Business Manager/Bookkeeper�

� Mrs. Mary Cox�

  mcox@cathedralofstpeter.org�

Recep�onist�

Mrs. Connie Murphy�

cmurphy@cathedralofstpeter.org�

Coordinator of Religious Educa�on�

� Mrs. Nancy Spahr�

� nspahr@cathedralofstpeter.org�

�

�

�

Parish Office Hours�

Hours ������������(M�Thurs) 8:00 am�1:00 pm�

Fridays����������������������������8:00 am�12:00 pm�

Sundays��������������������������7:00 am�11:00 am�

Phone������������������������������������815�965�2765�

Fax�����������������������������������������815�965�0743�

�

Cathedral of St. Peter �

1243 N. Church Street�

Rockford, IL 61103�

www.cathedralofstpeter.org�

NFP Contact�

  Mrs. Mary O’Grady, RN�

  815�332�3015�

mary.e.o'grady@os3ealthcare.org�

os3ealthcare.org/services/fer6lity/�

�

All Saints Catholic Academy�

409 N. First Street�

Rockford, IL 61107�

www.allsaintsrockford.org�

Phone������������������������������������815�962�8515�

�

Principal,�

� Ms. Renee Payne�

� �

School Secretary,�

� Mrs. Betsy Conery & Julie Nelson�

� �

�

Mass Schedule�

Saturday�����������������������������������������4:15 pm�

Sunday �������������������������   7:30 am, 9:00 am�

� ������������������������������������11:00 am, 5:00 pm�

Daily ���������������������������������������������8:00 a.m.�

�

Holy Days������������������������6:30 am, 8:00 am, �

……………………………12:00 pm and 6:30 pm�

Eucharis,c Adora,on �

Tuesday����������������������������������6:30�8:00 pm�

�

Sacraments�

Bap�sm�

Most Sundays of the month a@er the �

11:00 am Mass.  Telephone Parish Office 

for program registra6on.�

�

Reconcilia�on �

Tues. 6:30�7:15 pm; Sat. 8:30�9:00 am, or 

by appointment.�

�

Matrimony�

Please contact the Cathedral Office  at �

815�965�2765 or 

office@cathedralofstpeter.org  at least 6 

months in advance to begin preparation.�

�

�

Cathedral of St. Peter Directory 
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Big Brothers 
Big Sisters

Make a Big difference. 
Be a mentor.

815-489-1131

Charles J. Sweeney, M.D.
612 N. Roxbury Rd. • Rockford, Il 61107

Parish Member

815-227-8300

PENGUIN FOODS
Custom Catering 

Value Meat Boxes 
Specialty Smoked Products

815-965-8604
www.penguinfoods.net

BOVES 
Auto & Truck Serv LLC 

Serving Rockford since 1963 
NAPA Autocare Center

Free pick up and delivery 
from Home or Work

Book your appointment online @ 

www.BovesAuto.com

or call us today...the old 
fashioned way

815-962-0412

 
215 N. Sixth Street,
Rockford, IL 61107

Phone: 1-815-962-7743
www.sundbergfh.com

Contact Charles Skwarski to place an ad today! 
cskwarski@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5906
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Contact us for all your Real Estate needs! We will help you buy or sell!

3815 N. Mulford Rd., Rockford, IL 61114

Tom Laura 
Zarembski Zarembski 
BROKER BROKER

Direct: 1.815.637.0114 Direct: 1.815.637.0116 
Cell: 1.815.218.9210 Cell: 1.815.708.3614 
E-Fax: 1.815.231.8801 E-Fax: 1.815.231.8777 
E-Mail: zarembskifamily E-Mail: lzarembski 
            @gmail.com  @aol.com 

GoGambino.com

mark@rockfordheating.com  www.rockfordheating.com

Mark Buckner
1618 Magnolia Street  Ph: 815-965-9494 
Rockford, Illinois 61104  Fax: 815-965-4324

GAFFNEY BOLT

877-4084
6100 Material 

Avenue 
Rockford, IL 61111

815.227.0300       savantcapital.com

investments | financial planning | tax | private trust | retirement plans

Savant Capital Management
Independent Fee-only Wealth Management Firm Since 1986

Brent R. Brodeski
MBA, CPA, CFP®,

CFA®, AIFA®

Financial Advisor

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

Riverside Chapel - (815) 654-2484
Mulford Chapel - (815) 226-2273

www.fitzgeraldfh.com
Shawn Cremer
Funeral Director

S I N C E  1 9 1 4

4141 N. Rockton Ave.

815-316-1500 
• Active Senior Lifestyle • Independent Living 

• Assisted Living • Skilled Nursing 

Wesley Willows is the only accredited continuing
care retirement community in Rockford. 

wesleywillows.org


