
Cathedral of St. Peter 

Mission Statement 

Cathedral of St. Peter is a Roman Catholic Church whose mission is that of Jesus Christ: the 

conversion of sinners and the salvation of souls. This is accomplished by preaching the Gospel, 

celebrating the Sacraments and evangelizing the world around us. 
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kanderson@cathedralofstpeter.org�
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�

Mr. James Easton�

Deacon�

1�� S���	
 �� A������

N������� 28, 2021�



C a t h e d r a l  o f  S t .  P e t e r �
2�

��������	
����������

FROM THE PEN OF FATHER KEN 
 

PREPARE�

 �

 �

� Waiting and watching out of fear is passive and paralyzing while waiting in 

faith is enthusiastic and exciting.  In these last two years, we have come to realize 

how destructive and harmful fear can be.  When we speak of waiting for Christ 

Jesus in joyful hope, it must be in a spirit of holy openness, dependency, and 

meekness.  Faith engages the Spirit of God and seeks out God’s holiness.�

�

         The longing for Christ causes us to want things to change for the better. We 

want God to find us “blameless on the day of Our Lord Jesus Christ.”  The season of Advent is not an 

exercise in “let’s pretend” at all. It is an ongoing journey into a deeper reality. It is a recognition that 

the entry of God into our lives.  The theme of Advent should be, “get real.” Here. Now. Make real our 

need for God. Make real God’s entry into our lives that might establish an everlasting relationship with 

God, and His Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.�

�

         So, rather than inviting fear of an imminent end, the same yuck which surrounds us, calls us to 

become vigilant about the way we live and witness to the Gospel.  We must look into the signs of the 

times through the light of faith.  St Luke calls us to watch and pray.�

�

         So, we are vigilant and on guard against personal laxity, laziness, temptations, and sinfulness.  

Focused on the coming of our savior Jesus the Christ, we follow the ‘Way’ confident and unafraid.�

 A Call for Lectors �

�

The importance of the Lector 

Ministry should not be 

underes�mated in producing a 

vibrant and meaningful liturgy.  

The Liturgy of the Word enhance 

the Gospel message and the sacredness of the 

Mass.  The Cathedral of Saint Peter is seeking 

persons who love the Word of God, and would be 

willing to share in this most valuable ministry.  

Please call the parish office for more informa�on or 

to volunteer.  Parish Office number:   815�965�2765 �

�

Ushers/Hospitality�

�

In addi�on to taking up the collec�on and handing 

out the bulle�ns, ushers provide the assistance that 

allow the Mass to run smoothly and a.end to the 

myriad details that are part and parcel of large 

gatherings.  They are the first persons you meet 

when you come into the church, and will help 

provide direc�on or help; whatever the situa�on 

may be.  If you feel drawn to this ministry of 

hospitality and welcome, call us at the parish office:  

815�965�2765.�

The Cathedral has once again adopted local grade 

schools including All Saints Catholic Academy to pro-

vide gifts of clothing  for their students in need.   The 

tree will be set up outside of Fellowship Hall beginning 

Saturday, November 20.  Please stop by and select a 

tag from the tree which shows what is needed by the 

child.  Please record your name in the book next to the 

tag/tags you take.  Your wrapped gifts need to be re-

turned no later than 12:30 pm on Sunday, Decem-

ber 12 so they can be delivered to the schools.  �

�

Your generosity is always greatly appreciated!!�
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Sunday, December 19, 2021�

6:00 p.m.�

 

Come one, Come all to the Annual Hanging of 

the Greens immediately following the 5:00 p.m. 

Mass on Sunday, December 19�

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION�

OF THE �

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY�

�

�

Wednesday, Dec 8 �

(Holy Day of Obligation)�

�

Mass times are: �

�

6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 

Noon, and 6:30 p.m.�

� �������������	
��

� ���������	��
	����������
�

Any human success requires vigilance. Opportuni�es and 

powerful moments of encounter can easily be missed when 

we are not a�en�ve. It is all too easy today to live distracted 

and preoccupied lives. There is so much vying for our 

a�en�on that it can be hard to be selec�ve and really focus. 

Caught up in this whirlwind of busyness and anxiety, we 

become �red and almost sleepwalk through life. Advent is a 

�me to selec�vely focus. These beau�ful four short weeks 

are a �me to look backward and forward and be a�en�ve to 

the human journey and God’s revela�on. From the 

beginning of �me, God has been seeking our a�en�on. He 

constantly reminds us of the jus�ce he desires to bring and 

the promise of his abiding uncondi�onal love. 

Understanding and growing in these truths requires 

alertness so that we can be strengthened in our faith and 

prepared for whatever will come.�

�
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Our last opportunity for 2021 to 

serve at the Jubilee Center Soup 

Kitchen is Saturday, December 

4th. We are looking for 

volunteers to help with set up and serving lunch. We 

ask volunteers to arrive at 10:30 and we are finished by 

1:00. �The Jubilee Center is located at�413 N. Court St.  

If you’re interested in helping out, please contact 

Margaret or Mike Lenox at 815�289�1709 or 815�742�

9618.  Thanks in advance for your support!�

�

HELP US!�

�

�

�

�

St. Vincent DePaul have 50+ Didier Gi# cards 

le#� from our Spring fundraiser.� Please help us get rid 

of� them.  They are $20.00 and good for anything 

Didier's sell.  They have Poinse)as, grave pots, 

greens, and miscellaneous gi#s.  Cards can be picked 

up at the� parish office or contact me and I will 

arrange delivery.  �

�

Call me with ques0ons or sugges0ons James F. 

McGee  815�290�9153�

���IMPORTANT�� ST. ANNE SOCIETY�� IMPORTANT�� ST. 

ANNE SOCIETY�� IMPORTANT����� ��

�

St. Anne Society has tried to re�imagine our yearly Cookie 

Walk fund raiser in these �mes of COVID, and it has not 

been an easy decision.� For the safety of all involved, �we 

feel that due to the ongoing pandemic and uncertain 

�mes, we are going to cancel Cookie Walk for one more 

year.� This was not an easy decision to arrive at, due to 

the fact it is our major fund raiser, but the health and well 

being of all those involved is our primary concern.� We 

look forward to a successful Cookie Walk in 2022, and 

an�cipate a future fund raiser in the spring.� With our 

blessings, Barb Lundin, President, St Anne Society.    
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ADVENT� SCRIPTURE� SERIES� RETURNS!�

�

The Advent Scripture series with John McGrath is returning!� The theme of this �

year’s presenta�on is “The Living Voice of the Gospels.”� All sessions are held�

on the first three Sundays of Advent:� November 28th, and December 5th�

and 12th.� All sessions run from 1:00 P.M. to 2:30 P.M. in our Fellowship Hall.�

The cost is $10 for all three sessions or $5 for an individual session.� There is�

no advance registra�on; registra�on will be at the door only.� Doors will�

open at 12:30 P.M. ��Please use the doors by the parish office.�

�

Mr. McGrath begin his career teaching theology at Boylan High School.�

He then moved to the Educa�on Department at the Diocese of Rockford and�

for many years prior to his re�rement, he headed the Ministry Forma�on Program.  

Mr. McGrath is well versed not only in scripture study but also in the art of adult  

educa�on.�

�

This will be the nineteenth year for the Advent Scripture series in this format at�

the Cathedral, all led by John McGrath. �Par�cipants come from many parishes�

in the Rockford area.� Please join us and bring a friend!�

�

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO 

PARTICIPATED IN OUR 

THANKFUL TREE AND THOSE 

WHO DONATED TO THE 

THANKSGIVING FOOD 

COLLECTION!!!�

 

Let’s Keep in Touch!!! 
 

�

We are in the process of switching our database so�ware to Flocknote.  Please contact the 

parish office to update your email address and cell phone number to receive event 

no�fica�ons, updates, prayer request and more.�
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Oct 21�

2021�

Estate Planning�

GOSPEL MEDITATION�

�

Staying awake can o3en be a 

challenge, especially when we are 

exhausted. Life’s demands have a way 

of zapping every last bit of energy out 

of us. When we are �red it affects us 

not only physically, but psychologically 

and spiritually as well. All of our senses 

are dulled and diminished. We can 

overlook details, become disinterested, 

lethargic and apathe�c, and detached. 

Ge6ng sufficient physical rest only 

helps so much. We need to be 

rejuvenated, refreshed, and 

reenergized in other ways. If we are 

psychologically exhausted, we need to 

understand what is draining our 

emo�ons and taxing our rela�onships. 

If we are spiritually �red, we need to 

find the necessary “shot in the arm” to 

put us back in touch with God. 

Unfortunately, exhaus�on is seldom 

limited to just one part of who we are. 

When we lack energy and zeal it is 

usually the case that everything 

suffers. We not only are affected 

physically, but psychologically and 

spiritually as well. In short, when we 

run out of gas the engine stops.�

�

And yet, our Lord’s direc�ve is clear, 

“Be vigilant at all �mes.” Even Jesus 

knew what “the anxie�es of daily life” 

can do to us. One day pours into 

another and �me quickly flies by. Any 

one of us can take a moment and 

reflect on how many wonderful, 

crea�ve opportuni�es we miss because 

there is always so much “stuff” to do 

and so li�le �me to do it. Usually these 

are missed moments of love, and if we 

are missing love encounters we are 

also missing God. Sleepwalking 

through life, we check the boxes next 

to our list of “must and have to dos” 

and jus�fy it all by convincing ourselves 

that tomorrow is another day and 

there’ll be more �me. It may surprise 

us, but tomorrow is here, and �me is 

running out. While we may like to 

believe that we have an “eternity” of 

�me to do all those things that require 

the focus, energy, and desire we do 

not currently have, we don’t. We’re on 

a limited ride and �me is short.�

�

Jesus is also clear on another point. 

“That day [will] catch you by surprise 

like a trap.” If we are going to be 

judged on love and so easily jus�fy not 

having all that much �me to do so, 

then it seems we must shi3 focus a bit. 

St. Teresa of Calcu�a tells us, “We 

desire to be able to welcome Jesus at 

Christmas��me, not in a cold manger 

of our heart, but in a heart full of love 

and humility, a heart so pure, so 

immaculate, so warm with love for one 

another.” Ge6ng to this place doesn’t 

“just happen.” It requires vigilance and 

discipline both with a knowledge of 

what is really of importance and what 

really needs to be the focus of our 

energy and �me. Pray, star�ng now 

and not tomorrow, that we can stay 

alert, be strengthened in our faith, and 

prepared for whatever will come. 

Don’t miss another opportunity to 

love.  �

�

©LPi�

CATHOLIC TRIVIA�JUST FOR FUN�

�

�

Question: What sacrament is symbolized by a dove? �

�

Answer: Con�irmation�

�

©LPi�
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Saturday, Nov 27, Weekday�

� 8:00 am �+Ann Meads�

� � �

Vigil Mass: �

� 4:15 pm� +Anne Solar�

� � +Sr. Marilyn Brown�

� � � � � � �

Sunday, Nov 28, 1st Sunday of Advent�

� 7:30 am� +Mr. & Mrs. John Winkelmann�

�   9:00 am �+Laurie Osborne�

� � Deceased Members of the �

� � James Brophy Family�

�  11:00 am �+Patricia Long�

� � +Nellie Ywanauskas�

� 5:00 pm  For the People of the Parish�

�

Monday, Nov 29, Advent Weekday�

 � 8:00 am �+Leonila Magalued�

� � +Joseph Michael Gile�

�

Tuesday, Nov  30, St. Andrew�

� 8:00 am  +Val Castegnaro�

� �

Wednesday, Dec 1, Advent Weekday�

� 8:00 am� For All Souls in Purgatory�

� �

Thursday, Dec 2, Advent Weekday�

� 8:00 am �For All Souls in Purgatory�

� �

Friday, Dec 3, St. Francis Xavier�

� 8:00 am  +Robert E. Roman�

� � � �

Saturday, Dec 4, St. John Damascene�

� 8:00 am �+William A. Johnson� � �

Vigil Mass: �

� 4:15 pm� +John Owens�

� � +Larry Murrin, Sr.�

� � � � � � �

Sunday, December 5, 2nd Sunday of Advent�

� 7:30 am� For the People of the Parish�

�   9:00 am �+Helen Whalen�

� � Deceased Members of the �

� � James Brophy Family�

�  11:00 am �+Patricia Long�

� � +John Owens�

� 5:00 pm  +Le�cia Floreza�

� � +Leslie Sergeys�

Sanctuary �

Cleaner�

�

Dec 3� J. Honkamp�

� � S. O’Connor�

�

December Altar Linens� Donna Kelsey� �

The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been ac�ve at the 

Cathedral of Saint Peter for over six years.  The purpose 

is to create hand�kni.ed and crocheted shawls to 

provide comfort for those facing a serious illness.  If 

you know of a family member or dear friend who is 

suffering and would like a prayer shawl, please contact 

the Cathedral of St. Peter Office, 815�965�2765�

Sanctuary Lamp 

 

Our Sanctuary Lamp is burning this week  

for  

 

Special Intentions 

�

St. Vincent de Paul Society meets on 

the 2nd Tuesdays of every month 

star�ng at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship 

Hall.  All are welcome to a.end!   

Check out our Face Book page:  SVdP St. Peter 

Rockford�
�

�

Our next mee�ng is scheduled for December 14�

Never get tired of doing little things 

for others. Sometimes those little 

things occupy the biggest part of 

their hearts. | St. Therese of Lisieux�

��
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Cathedral Staff�

�

Parish Secretary,�

  Mrs. Rene Flores�

  rflores@cathedralofstpeter.org�

Business Manager/Bookkeeper�

� Mrs. Mary Cox�

  mcox@cathedralofstpeter.org�

Recep�onist�

Mrs. Connie Murphy�

cmurphy@cathedralofstpeter.org�

Director of Music�

Mr. Adam G. Singleton�

asingleton@cathedralofstpeter.org�

Coordinator of Religious Educa�on�

� Mrs. Nancy Spahr�

� nspahr@cathedralofstpeter.org�

�

�
�

�

Parish Office Hours�

Hours ������������(M�Thurs) 8:00 am�1:00 pm�

Friday�����������������������������8:00 am�12:00 pm�

Sunday���������������������������7:00 am�11:00 am�

Phone������������������������������������815�965�2765�

Fax�����������������������������������������815�965�0743�

�

�

Cathedral of St. Peter �

1243 N. Church Street�

Rockford, IL 61103�

www.cathedralofstpeter.org�
�

NFP Contact�

  Mrs. Mary O’Grady, RN�

  815�332�3015�

mary.e.o'grady@os4ealthcare.org�

os4ealthcare.org/services/fer7lity/�

�

All Saints Catholic Academy�

409 N. First Street�

Rockford, IL 61107�

www.allsaintsrockford.org�

Phone������������������������������������815�962�8515�

�

Principal,�

Mr. Michael Kagan�

School Secretary,�

� Mrs. Julie Nelson�
� �

�

Mass Schedule�

Saturday�����������������������������������������4:15 pm�

Sunday �������������������������   7:30 am, 9:00 am�

� ������������������������������������11:00 am, 5:00 pm�

Daily ���������������������������������������������8:00 a.m.�

�

Holy Days������������������������6:30 am, 8:00 am, �

……………………………12:00 pm and 6:30 pm�

�

Eucharis,c Adora,on�

Tuesday����������������������������������6:30�8:00 pm�

�

Sacraments�

Bap�sm�

Most Sundays of the month a@er the �

11:00 am Mass.  Telephone Parish Office 

for program registra7on.�

�

Reconcilia�on �

Tues. 6:30�7:15 pm; Sat. 8:30�9:00 am, 

3:30 pm�4:00 pm  or by appointment.�

�

Matrimony�

Please contact the Cathedral Office  at �

815�965�2765 or 

office@cathedralofstpeter.org  at least 6 

months in advance to begin preparation.�

�

�
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Big Brothers 
Big Sisters

Make a Big difference. 
Be a mentor.

815-489-1131

Charles J. Sweeney, M.D.
612 N. Roxbury Rd. • Rockford, Il 61107

Parish Member

815-227-8300

BOVES 
Auto & Truck Serv LLC 

Serving Rockford since 1963 
NAPA Autocare Center

Free pick up and delivery 
from Home or Work

Book your appointment online @ 

www.BovesAuto.com

or call us today...the old 
fashioned way

815-962-0412

Contact Jeff Hansen 

to place an ad today! 

jhansen@4LPi.com or 

(800) 950-9952 x2683



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Peter Cathedral, Rockford, IL A 4C 01-0250

mark@rockfordheating.com  www.rockfordheating.com

Mark Buckner
1618 Magnolia Street  Ph: 815-965-9494 
Rockford, Illinois 61104  Fax: 815-965-4324

GAFFNEY BOLT

877-4084
6100 Material 

Avenue 
Rockford, IL 61111

Riverside Chapel - (815) 654-2484
Mulford Chapel - (815) 226-2273

www.fitzgeraldfh.com
Shawn Cremer
Funeral Director

S I N C E  1 9 1 4

Contact Jeff Hansen 

to place an ad today! 

jhansen@4LPi.com or 

(800) 950-9952 x2683

Residential • Commercial
Service and Installation of all

brands and models
“Expert service at affordable prices!”

Fully licensed and insured.

815-298-8020
Free Estimates • 24/7 Service

ADVANCED CLEANING
 

•  Offices • Retail Establishments 
•  HOA Common Areas 

• Day Care Facilities 
• Medical Facilities 

• Car Dealerships 
                            • Warehouses • And More!

Just Call (815) 871-5517 for a Free Quote


