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St. Joseph Parish Community 
  722 High Street   Aurora,  I l l inois  60505 630 -844 -3780  

       www.st josephaurora.weconnect .com  

 

January 31, 2021   4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

TO BE A VISIBLE SIGN OF CHRIST ’S PRESENCE AMONG US  
IN THE WORLD,  BY LIVING OUT THE GOSPEL MESSAGE  

OF GOD ’S LOVE IN MINISTRY AND SERVICE +  

If today 
you hear 
his voice, 

harden not 
your hearts. 
       Psalm 95 



. 

 
I wanted to share this beautiful story with you 
from Fr. José Rodrigo López Cepeda while he 
was assigned to the parish of the Shrine of  
St. Orosia in Spain. 
 
 

 
 

′′THE JESUS KISS′′ 
   Six months after being ordained, my bishop sent me to run a par-
ish; I had to replace a priest who had been there for over 30 years, 
so I noticed the coldness of the inhabitants of this place. The task 
was hard but fruitful and I wouldn't have had this much success 
without the help of a little boy named Gabriel... The protagonist of 
this story. 
   The second week after I got there, a young couple introduced 
themselves with their very special (down syndrome) son, Gabriel. 
They asked me to accept him as an Altar boy. I thought about re-
jecting him not because he was a child with different abilities but 
because of all the challenges when I started my ministry at this 
place. But I couldn't say no because when I asked him if he wanted 
to be my Altar boy, he didn't answer me, but he hugged me very 
tight. What a way to convince myself... 
   I made an appointment for next Sunday. 15 minutes before the 
Mass, he was there punctually with his red cassock and alb that his 
grandmother had handmade for the occasion. 
   I must add that his presence brought me more parishioners be-
cause his loved ones wanted to see him make his Altar boy debut.  
I had to prepare everything necessary for the Mass. I didn't have a 
sacristan or a bell ringer so I had to run from one place to another, 
and it wasn't until the mass began that I realized Gabriel didn't 
know how to help with Mass; because of the rush, I had to say: 
′′ Gabriel, you have to do everything I do, okay...? 
   A child like Gabriel is the most obedient child in the world, so 
we started the Mass and when we embraced the altar, the little one 
stayed attached to it. In the homily, I saw that the parishioners  

 
smiled as they watched me, which made my young priestly heart 
happy, but then I realized they weren't looking at me but at Gabriel 
who was always trying to mimic my moves. In short, this is one of 
the details of this first mass with my new Altar boy. 
   When I finished I told him what to do and what not to do and 
among other things I told him the altar can only be kissed by me.  
I explained to him how the priest joins Christ in this kiss. He look-
ed at me with his big interrogating eyes without understanding the 
explanation I gave him. And, without taking in what I told him, he 
said to me, ′′ Come on, I want to kiss him too...". I said to him 
again and explained why... Finally I told him I would do it for both 
of us. It seemed like he was satisfied. 
   But the next Sunday, when Mass started and I kissed the altar, 
I saw how Gabriel laid his cheek on it and left the altar with a big 
smile on his little face. I had to tell him to stop doing this. At the 
end of the mass, I reminded him: 
   Gabriel, I told you I'd kiss Jesus for both of us. 
   He replied, ′′ Father, I did not kiss Him, He kissed me...". 
   Seriously I said to him, ′′ Gabriel, don't play with me..."  
   He replied, ′′ Really, He filled me with kisses!!". 
   The way he said it filled me with a holy craving; As I closed the 
church and said goodbye to my parishioners, I approached the altar 
and laid my cheek on it asking, ′′ Lord... kiss me like Gabriel." 
This child reminded me that the work is not mine and that winning 
these people's hearts could only be through this sweet intimacy 
with the only priest, Christ. 
   Since then my kiss at the altar is double because always after 
kissing him I put my cheek to receive His kiss. Thank you Gabriel! 
   Bringing others closer to the mystery of Salvation calls us to live 
our own encounter. Like me, with my dear Altar server Gabriel, 
I learned that: Before embracing the altar of Christ... I must be 
embraced by Him! 
 
   ′′ Lord Jesus, make us feel Your kisses every day so that our 
hearts no longer need love, for You fill everything..." 

aleteia.org 

Pope Francis @Pontifex  January 26 
The word of God is the antidote to 

our fear of having to face life. 
In speaking to us, the Lord reminds us 

that we are in his heart, 
that we are precious in his eyes, 

and that he holds us in the palm of his hand.  

ST. JOSEPH PARISH AURORA 

Eucharistic Adoration Wednesday, February 3 
in church from 1:00PM-7:00PM 

 

Blessed Pope Pius IX (1846-1878) 
promoted the idea of a Holy Hour of reparation 

before the Blessed Sacrament, 
as revealed to St. Margaret Mary by Jesus in 1674.  

 

We invite you to stop by 
and spend some time with God. 

In God’s Love, 

From our Pastor 

Thank You All Who Participated in the 
March for Life Car Procession 

It was a great success! 
Thank you, Fr. Matthew for the blessing and 

send off and thank you to all who participated. 
The Chicago caravan, a more than 600 car procession, stretched 
20 miles; communicating the message of life as it drove trough 

downtown Chicago and ended at the Southside Pregnancy Center. 
 

March for Life Diaper Drive 
St. Joseph collected 1,941 diapers which almost doubled our goal 

of 1,000 diapers. Thank you to all who donated. 
Once again, the people of St. Joseph came together to deliver 

above and beyond supporting the mission of “Life” 
 

Save the Date – January 8, 2022 
March for Life, Rally, Convention, Youth Rally, Expo and Banquet 

Can you help St. Joseph Parish provide dinner 
at Hesed House next Sunday, February 7? 

 
            Go to Sign Up Genius at: 

www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B4FA5AD29A0FD0-hesed5 
for a complete list of items needed and sign up. 

 

Drop off food items next Sunday to: 
Hugo Saltijeral, 671 Aurora Ave, Aurora 

from 3:00PM-4:00PM 
 

Questions? Call Hugo at 630-429-4541 or the 
parish office at 630-844-3780. 

Monetary donations also welcome. Thank you for your generosity! 

Jesus is the Messiah who institutes a new covenant with 
his people, but he was raised as a practicing Jew by his 
devout parents. Jewish tradition held that firstborn male 
children were to be presented at the Temple and a sacri-
fice offered 40 days after his birth. Luke's Gospel tells 
the story of this sacred event.  
Simeon, a priest of the temple, prophetically greets the 
Holy Family. "Now let your servant go in peace , my 
eyes have seen salvation which you have prepared in 
the site of all peoples." On this feast, we remember that 
Jesus does not come to abolish the traditions of the past 
but to fulfill them. His sacrifice on the cross and estab-
lishment of the Church lay the foundation for new 
traditions that continue to bring life to us today! 
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In today’s 
second reading 

Paul speaks of the 
inevitability of 
anxiety in life. 

 
How does your faith 

assist you 
in handling what 

makes you anxious? 

Pray the Rosary 
 

• Please pray the Rosary 
with us in church on 
Tuesdays at Noon 

 

• Our intention  
this week is that we learn 
to open our hearts when 

we hear God’s voice. 

January 23 and 24 
Envelopes……..…...73 

Sunday Envelopes….$4,886.00 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 

Do you receive emails from St. Joseph Parish? 
Email us at 

stjoe722@sbcglobal.net 
to be added to the list or 

call us at 603-844-3780 and leave your email address. 
PLANT THE SEED  

CALENDARS ARE STILL AVAILABLE 
FOR PURCHASE 

THERE ARE STILL OVER 
330 CHANCES TO WIN 

 

Calendars are $25 each. 
If you are interested in buying or selling more calendars, 

contact the parish office at 630-844-3780. 
 

CALENDARS MAKE GREAT GIFTS 

Most of us are not trail blazers. 
Throughout history though, there have been many folks who 

tirelessly and persistently pursued the promptings of their hearts 
without giving any care to what others thought or trends dictated. 

Jesus is one of them. St. Teresa of Calcutta and St. Francis of 
Assisi are examples of others. The rest of us are people who take 
a more measured look at things, want to test the waters, and take 
our time choosing what path or person to follow. We need credi-
ble witnesses of faith. We need the Moses people in our lives to 
show us by word and deed who God is and what integrity and a 

purpose-driven life looks like. They are the pointers to truth, who 
even though they struggle themselves, seem to embody an unspo-
ken timeless wisdom that just sounds and feels right. Jesus taught 

with this same type of authority and caught the attention of the 
greatest of skeptics. They were astonished. Even though we need 

our human prophets we can also be somewhat prophetic 
ourselves by putting integrity and conviction behind our embrace 

of the Gospel. Perhaps much to our surprise, we all have the 
power to be a credible witness. Are you willing to give it a try? 

MANNA-Orders due by 9AM Wednesdays via email.  
Check only-No cash accepted. Pick up Thursdays 6:00PM-6:30PM in 
front of the Parish Center.  
Questions? Contact Judy Fullmer 630-542-4645 or email her at 
stjoeauroramanna@gmail.com 

HELP OUR PARISH 
BY USING THE MANNA PROGRAM 

 

What is it? The MANNA program buys gift cards in bulk and 
gets a discount. You buy the cards at face value and the discount 
is placed into your MANNA account. 
 

How do I place an order? MANNA is sold weekly; orders due by 
9AM Wednesdays via email-stjoeauroramanna@gmail.com and are 
pick up Thursdays 6:00PM-6:30PM in front of the Parish Center. 
Order forms are at the parish office or on the St Joseph website. 
 

How does this help our parish? The discount amount may be 
designated to help support St. Joseph Parish.  

 

For questions contact Judy Fullmer at 630-542-4645. 
 

Gift cards make great gifts and everyone likes them. 

“Offering a Mass” at St. Joseph Parish 
 

Because the Mass is the highest form of 
worship on Earth, there are many fruits 

and graces that result from offering a Mass. 
-A Mass can be offered for a person who has died or is still living. 
-A Mass can be offered in Thanksgiving or for a celebration. 

The customary offering for a Mass at St. Joseph is $10.00 
 

“Lighting” the Sanctuary Candle/Eternal Vigil 
The candle burns continually as a reminder of the eternal 

presence of God. The Sanctuary Candle may be lit for 
seven days for a specific intention, deceased or living 
person, in thanksgiving, or in honor of a celebration. 

The customary offering for the candle 
at St. Joseph is $10.00 

Call the office at 630-844-3780 
to arrange either a Mass or candle. 

2021 PLANT THE SEED CALENDAR WINNERS 
 

Sunday ($100) Jan 24…...#1761..................................Joann Reier 
Monday ($50) Jan 25…....#1271……………...……..Marie Geltz 
Tuesday ($50) Jan 26........#772...........................Kyleigh Wallace 
Wednesday ($50) Jan 27...#731……………………Frank Babush 
Thursday ($50) Jan 28......#2028………................Phillip Schuetz 
Friday, ($5) Jan 29………#442.........Kathryn & Nicholas Moore 
Saturday, ($100) Jan 30…#557.......................Tim & Linda Higgs 
 

Have you purchased your 2021 Plant the Seed Books? 

Aurora Central Catholic High School 
is offering an "at home" option for the placement 
exam to allow families the option for their 
8th grade student to take the exam remotely, 
on their time. 
 

Families receive a registration fee discount if they 
register prior to May 1st. 
 

To register or for more info contact Mackenzie Livingston at 
630-907-0095 or mlivingston@auroracentral.com. 

SUNDAY January 31, 2021 

Celebrate Catholic Schools Week 
January 31-February 6, 2021  

“Catholic Schools: 
Faith. Excellence. Service.”  

Since 1974, National Catholic Schools Week is 
the annual celebration of Catholic education in 
the United States. Pope St. John Paul II 
Catholic Academy has many these events 
planned for this week that focus on the value 

Catholic education provides to young people and its contributions 
to our church, our communities and our nation. 

For all the latest information on the school and events visit: 
Facebook page: @PSJPIIAuroraIL 

Website: jp2aurora.org 
 

Pope St. John Paul II Catholic Academy is now accepting 
registration for the upcoming 2021-22 school year.  

Visit our website, jp2aurora.org, 
or call 630-844-3781 for more information. 
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Pope St John Paul II Catholic Academy 
Sr. Ann Brummel, OP, Head of School   abrummel@jp2aurora.org 
Heather Baer, Asst Principal North: hbaer@jp2aurora.org 
Phone 630-844-3781  Fax 630-844-3656 
Website: jp2aurora.org     Facebook: @PSJPIIAuroraIL 

PARISH INFORMATION 

SANCTUARY CANDLE MEMORIAL 
 

The week of January 31 the sanctuary candle is burning 
in memory of Robert Sibenaller 

requested by the Family 

All Masses are opened to 30% of church capacity 

(approximately 150 people) No reservations required 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

MONDAY, February 1 

7:00AM Live stream-Donna Hermes by Val Bohr 

TUESDAY, February 2, The Presentation of the Lord 

7:00AM Live stream-Mary Michels by Family and Friends 

7:00PM Live stream-Rosemary Kanive by Mary Lou Jungels 

WEDNESDAY, February 3, St, Blaise, Bishop and Martyr, 

                 St. Ansgar, Bishop 

7:00AM Live stream-Mark Handell by Greg Handell 

THURSDAY, February 4 

7:00AM Live stream-Laurette Minalga 

            by Kay and Frank Cosentino 

FRIDAY, February 5, St. Agatha, Virgin and Martyr 

7:00AM Live stream-Jamima Masiokierve by the Family 

SATURDAY, February 6, St. Paul Miki and Companions, 

                   Martyrs 

5:00PM Live stream-Richard Stefanich by Linda Feiden-Bradford 

SUNDAY, February 7, 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00AM Live stream-Carmen Veliz by the Renteria Family 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 
 

Rev. Matthew J. McMorrow, S.T.L., Pastor 
Rev. Msgr. Robert J. Willhite, In Residence 
Deacon Bruce Watermann, S.F.A. 
Sandy Bohr, Business Manager 
 

Parish Office   630-844-3780  Fax  630-844-1338 
Monday through Friday-8:00AM to 4:00PM 
 

Religious Education Office   630-844-3780 x243 
Pam Moore, Coordinator of Religious Education 
 

MASSES-See right column of this page 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION English & Spanish 

Wednesday 7:30AM to 8:00AM 
Saturday 4:00PM-4:45PM 
Sunday 8:00AM-8:45AM 
 

BAPTISMS & WEDDINGS: 
Please contact the parish office for information 
 

Website: www.stjosephaurora.weconnect.com 
Email: stjoe722@sbcglobal.net 
     Facebook:@stjosephaurora 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
is a beautiful and praiseworthy tradition to 
recite an act of spiritual communion when 

one is unable, for whatever reason, 
to receive Holy Communion. 

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in 
the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above 

all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself 

wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
Saint Alphonsus Ligouri. 

Perfect Contrition-Where the individual faithful find 
themselves in the painful impossibility of receiving  
Sacramental absolution, it should be remembered that 
perfect contrition, coming from the love of God, be-
loved above all things, expressed by a sincere request 

for forgiveness (that which the penitent is at present able to express) and 
accompanied by votum confessionis, that is, by the firm resolution to 
have recourse, as soon as possible, to sacramental confession, obtains 
forgiveness of sins, even mortal ones         (cf. CCC, no. 1452) 
 

   Perfect contrition means a sorrow for sin out of love for God. 
It does not mean being “perfectly sorry.” Perfect contrition is sorrow 
for sin out of love for God and His goodness, whereas imperfect con-
trition (while still a gift of God) is sorrow for sin due to a fear of hell, 
judgment and punishment. 

   (CCC 1452-1453) Catechism of the Catholic Church 

Pope St. John Paul II Catholic Academy is now accept-
ing registration for the upcoming 2021-22 school year.  
Visit our website, jp2aurora.org, or call our North Cam-
pus, at 630-844-3781 to begin the application process  

For all the latest information: 
Check out our Facebook page: @PSJPIIAuroraIL 

Readings for the week of January 31, 2021 
Sunday:  Dt 18:15-20/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9 [8]/1 Cor 7:32-35/ 
      Mk 1:21-28 
Monday: Heb 11:32-40/Ps 31:20, 21, 22, 23, 24 [25]/Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7-10 [8]/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40  
Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15/Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a 
       [cf. 17]/Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday: Heb 12:18-19, 21-24/Ps 48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 9, 10-11 
      [cf. 10]/Mk 6:7-13 
Friday:  Heb 13:1-8/Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc [1a]/Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/ 
      Mk 6:30-34 
Next Sunday: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 3a]/ 
      1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 1:29-3 

Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry Souper Bowl Virtual 
Benefit & Auction Thursday, Feb 4, 7PM. Proceeds help the pan-
try have resources available for the more than 53,000 families that 

rely on the pantry for groceries. For every $100 raised at the benefit, 
the Pantry is able to distribute $800 worth of food to families. Get all 
the details on the Pantry Facebook page or at aurorafoodpantry.org 

“Here Comes the Sun,”Waterleaf 11th annual Evening of 
Hope, Saturday, February 6, is sold out. Please contact Mary 
Griffith or Megan Barnhart at 630-701-6270 to be placed on the 
waiting list or visit onechoiceonelife.org 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend-February 18 thru 
March 31, 2 hrs once weekly. Focus on each other, to look deeply 
into your relationship with each other and with God. 
Early registration is highly recommended. For more info call 
(888) 574-5653 or visit our website at alifetimeoflove.org  

Pope Francis on hope: 
"Although the life of a person is in a land full of thorns and weeds, 
there is always a space in which the good seed can grow. You have to 
trust God. Let us pray for peace: peace in the world and in each of our 
hearts. God's love calls us to move beyond fear.” 
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Searching for and Maintaining Peace 
Monday 7:30PM at leader’s home 
This women's group will read and study 
Fr. Jacques Philippe’s book on internal peace 
 
The Prophet Elijah: 
Spiritual Stamina in Every Season  
Wednesday 1:00PM at parish center 
Reading and discussing a fantastic book about 
perseverance 

Reflecting on the Gospels: An Introduction to the Word 
Saturdays 9:00AM  ONLINE group 
For those trying to get into the Scriptures 
Reflecting together on the Sunday Gospel 
 
Saturday Morning Men’s Group 
Saturdays 8:00AM at the parish center 
A relaxed format group, meeting for about an hour to 
talk about the week’s events and to prepare their hearts 
and minds for hearing Sunday’s Gospel message 

We are already looking forward to 
Easter Hope and the loosening of 

the pandemic restrictions; but being purified by 
trials is what Lent is all about. 

It is important that we continue to grow in our 
faithfulness to Christ. 

Coming together in small groups to pray, learn, 
and share faith can help with our 

sense of isolation amid the challenges we face.  
For safety, groups will meet indoors 

with precautions or using Zoom. 

Groups begin the week of February 15th 
Sign up after Masses 

on the weekends of February 7th and 14th or 
sign up online through the link at the St. Joseph website 

Consecration to Saint Joseph groups will begin February 15th 
and go through a 33 day preparation period 

leading up to the Consecration on March 19th. 
 

Small groups will meet:11:00AM Mondays at the parish center 
                6:30PM Mondays at parish center 

            8:00PM Mondays ONLINE 
 

The preparation may also be done on an individual basis 

Small Groups 
Consecration to Saint Joseph 

Consecration groups will be using the book  
“Consecration to St. Joseph: The Wonders of 
Our Spiritual Father by Fr. Donald Calloway 
Books are $14.95 and available on Amazon, ma-

jor book sellers, and Kindle. 

To be consecrated to St. Joseph means that you acknowledge that he is your spiritual father, 
and you want to be like him. To show it, you entrust yourself entirely into his paternal care 

so that he can help you acquire his virtues and become holy. 
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Roofing Siding 
Fascia Windows 
Soffit Gutters

2575 Surrey Ct., Aurora, IL 60506 
Aurora Office - Ph: 630.844.2553 

sales@aaa-roofs.com • www.aaa-roofs.com

LINCOLN  
MEMORIAL PARK  

CEMETERY
- - ESTABLISHED CATHOLIC AREA - -

Corner Rt. 30 & 34, 
Aurora

630-898-6230

Marty’s Automotive
Complete Quality Car Care Service

Take Care of Your Car  
and It Will Take You Where You Want To Go!

Marty & Erin Lyle 
Owners 

630-264-2277 
827 Rathbone Ave. Aurora, IL 60506

 • Tree Removal
 • Tree Trimming
 • Tree Pruning
 • Stump Grinding
 • Snow Plowing

– FREE ESTIMATES –
www.duckstree.com
jcgm@duckstree.com

Naperville: 630-904-1017
Wholesale • Retail

NO ORDER TOO SMALL
Se Habla Español

Contact Nick Derkacz to place an ad today! 
nderkacz@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2436

 

 Aurora  West Aurora  Batavia
 Northgate  Constitution &  Wilson &
 Shopping Center   Galena Blvd.  Randall Rds.

 630-897-9227   630-897-5300   630-879-1330  

  
Complete Maintenance Programs 

Landscape Design and Build

Spring & Fall Cleanups
Insured/Bonded 

630-518-8484

www.semperfi.land

REULAND’S 
CATERING & DELICATESSEN 

115 Oak Ave., Aurora 
630-859-2877 

www. reulandfoodservice.com

The Daleiden Mortuary
220 N. Lake Street • Aurora

630-631-5500
www.daleidenmortuary.com

New Way Cleaning and New Way Cleaning and 
Restoration, Inc. Restoration, Inc. 

Since 1970

Carpet and Furniture Cleaning 
Fire and Water Damage Restoration 

Constrution services

Office: 630-897-1721 
www.newwaycleaningandrestoration.com

When all you want is...... 
A Simple Cremation

888-273-2688
American Cremation Services of Illinois

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER 

Best Work • Best Rate 
Satisfaction Guaranteed As 
We Do All Our Own Work 
$$ Parishioner Discount $$ 

(630) 663-1444

225 GALE ST.

FOR SERVICE CALL

630-801-9700

HEALY CHAPEL
332 W. Downer Pl., Aurora, IL 

630-897-9291
370 Division Dr., Sugar Grove, IL 

630-466-1330
Se habla Español 

www.healychapel.com

$5 OFF$5 OFF  
any service any service 
(after $25 expended)(after $25 expended)

214 W. Illinois Avenue 
630-618-4210  630-618-4210  

Joseangelsalon.com

Hair Service  ••  Color  ••  Highlights  Cut and Style  
Up-Dos  •• Make Up Facials  Facials ••  Waxing

ST. JOSEPH  
CATHOLIC CEMETERY

Route 25 & Indian Trail

Eternal Rest  
Grant Unto Them,  

O Lord
(630) 844-3780

COMPLIMENTS OF

BANKS
LAWN CARE 
Since 1985 • Aurora, IL 

630 664-2247

www.ParamountFence.com

Year Round Installations 

Free Estimates • 630-406-8410
557 S. River St. Suite A • Batavia, IL

Rudy Schuetz, Parishioner 
Commercial Sales 

rudy@douglasflooring.com 
(630) 777-6549 

200 Alder Dr. • North Aurora, IL


